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TH'E  fitbje<ft  of  ithe. following :  hiftoicy  .feetrts 
.tK>?  Mrtworthyio^  f^Mtipo. .;  A  iBritifh 
reader  mfly ieftecoqt  it  utitber  i^iekis  toniu?- 
intereftiijg,  to  tr^ce  the!  jgCQgrefs  of:  the  Eagliih 
powqr-in  j^^xAND.i  fromith^  invafibm  tf  Jicnry 
ihc Secofid^: itbjrcwigh  ther  conflvfts.  of  'jaxanpagci, 
ftiort  iniorvals  of  pcaoe,  -tlje  fiidden  rorital  of 
hoftilities,  the  fupprcffion  of  civil  war,  the  at- 
tempts to  compofe  all  national  diforders,  and  the 
final  cooteft  in  the  caufe.of  James  iHc  -Second. 
It  isniubje(3;wfcU:h  comei  Tfipjommiofided  atiiaft 
by  the  xfitvit  of  novelty  ;  jfor,  although  partianlar 
periods  ofthefe  affairs  hav^  fefeen  treaiwiii  ifonieiimes; 
iiiiperfe(ftly^  fometimes  jce^ioufly,r  yciMWD  .^ncral 
and  conne^ed  hiftory  hath  yet  appeawd^pf/thofe 
a^ons^  cou^l^ji  incic^nts^  aadteVolatioiia^fiirhich 
ended  in  eitabliftxing  the  authority  d£^.thc.  cr6wn 
of  England^  in  a  country,  now,  a  .«c%c£lab|e 
jncnab^r  q{  the  Britifh  empire.  '--  - 
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Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ii         PRELIMINARY 

At  the  Revolution,  indeed,  the  favour  and 
patronage  of  government  epcouraged  Sir  Richard 
Cox  to  fucb  an  attempt.  But,  however  jafliduous 
in  his  refearches,  he  produced  nothing  better  than 
an  hafty,  indigefted,  and  imperfedt  Chronicle,  en- 
ding with  the  final  fuppreflion  of  the  rebellion 
commenced  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  f^tty^onc,.  More  than  fourfco^e  j^fars  have 
elapfed  fince  the  lafl:  commotions  of  Ireland ; 
during  this  interval  it  hath  mad?  fuccefsful  advan- 
ces in  refinement  and  literature ;  and  the  dcfcend- 
ants  of  the  Engliih  fettlers  in  this  country  feem 
to  have  had  both  leifure  and  inducement,  to  record 
thofe  aftions  in  which  their  anceftprs  took  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  part.  But  men  of  letters  thought, 
perhaps,  too  meanly  of  the  fubjedt;  they  were 
deterred  by  the  darknefs  in  which  fome  periods 
were  involved ;  by  the  painful  and  difgufting  pur- 
fuit  o£  materials  not  yet  difclofed,  or  not  yet 
Wrought  into  any  regular  narrative;  or  by  the 
labour  of  fcledion  from  writers,  who  viewed  their 
favourite  obje<St  with  an  eye  too  partial,  and  de- 
tailed every  incident,  with  an  oppreffing  minute- 
ncfs. 

But  the  circumftances  of  Ireland  were  a  ftill 
more  difpiriting  obftacle  to  the  hiflorian  of  this 
country.  Prejudices  and  animofities  could  not  end 
with  its  diforders.  The  relations  of  every  tranfac- 
tion  in  times  of  conteft  and  turbulence,  were  for 
many  years  didated  by  pride,  by  refentmcnt,  by 
the  virulence  of  fadion,  by  the  obliquity  of  parti- 
cular interefls  and  competitions.  It  was  fcarcely 
pofiiblofor  a  writer  not  to  fhare  in  the  pafiiions  and 
prejudices  of  thofe  around  Jiim  :  or,  however  can- 

did» 
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DISCOURSE.  Ui 

did,  difpaffionate,  and 'accurate,  ftill  he  muft  We 
done  dangerous  viQleqce  to  their  Qpiwon$:And  pre- 
pcfleffions.  Time>  2i]r)d.irefleftion,  and  tn  ^ncreaf- 
ingliberality  of  fentiment,  may  have  {heathed  the 
acrimony  of  contending  parties ;  and  thpfc  at  a 
diftabce  may  look  on  their ;Contentions  with  indif- 
ference :  yet,  even  at  tfeis  day,  the  jhiftqrian  o£ 
Irifti  affairs  muft  be  armed  againft  cenfure  only  by 
an  integrity  which  confines,  him  to/truth>  and  a 
literary  courage  which  defpifps  .every :  flhirgfi  hnjtr 
that  of  wilful  of  carelefs  ijufrepref^taiiDa..-'; 

•        ,     ,  '         ■        •"  r  . 

'        -  i  -  .   1  >.     I       1  >  K  > 

In  feveral  inftanc^s  the  author  m|iy J|av»>ftated 
fadks  in  a  manner,  different  frOOi  thofo  wf tlws  ufu- 
ally  accepted  as  authentic.  .  Had  |tp  io  fjtph  cftfcs. 
proceeded  to  a  particular  examination  o^^fae  opt* 
nions  and  affertio^sof  «tb^r  mfen^  hadJif^.fQttredi 
into  a  juftificatipfl  of'his  own  accpmjjisi.jor  fpeqi- 
fied  the  reafons  which  det^rminedv  hint  tq;  nqji^ftf. 
or  to  admit  every  particular  authority,,  his  >rork; 
muft  have  fwelled  to  an  enormous, fize.  He  w^s,- 
therefore,  obliged  to  content  himfclf  witb  ^  dill* 
gent  and  attentive  "infpedion  of  different  evidence, 
with  a  careful  ufe  of  his  private  judgment,  with 
exhibiting  the  authorities  he  chofe  to  follow,  with* 
out  generally  engaging  in  critical  and  controverfial 
difcuifions.  They  who  are  beft  acquainted  with 
the  materials  of  which  this  Hiflory,  and  particu- 
larly  the  later  periods^  have  been  formed.  Will 
poffibly  be  the  readieil  to  acknowledge  the  necef- 
fity  of  this  method. 

It  will  juflly  be  expeded,  that  fomething 
fhould  be  faid  of  the  ancient  ftate  of  Ireland  pre- 
vious to  the  adventure  of  Henry's  fubjedis.  But 
in  this  the  author  muft   confine  himfelf  to  thofe 

particulars 
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parrktrlirs  whith  faein  HeeelTary  to  introduce,  dr 
to  illMt&wiiSgiipincipk\M))td:.  It  is  jno  pdrt  ojp 
bifi  defifrif  toi<C!!tplor6  the  ^ntiquitiee  of  the  Irifh, 
W'iSittMhxiii  the  authenticity  of  their  fcattered 
it^eTi^f'^rtotakemy^^ctt  iti  ahy  totiteft  r@l&liw 
to  thefd^bointS;  Hb  is  pbttlcularly  difqualifiai  fbt- 
jTuch  flete^t^--by  bbin|^^tal4y  unacquainted  With 
thi  Irirfe  MUfUagev  Ift  -WjeAlisiftg  Jo  the  mbukiih 
^h&h  4tidt«d>  in  the  fitl^  4hd  ftecbud  volumes,  hd 
WAS  iildebttd  to  trariifetfen^  made  for  thfc  uft-'6^ 
Sir  Jame&^*t»  ttniditt  ^(^Mofl  i^  theUN%VEkM 
siTY  of  Dublin  j  to  the  colleftions,  now  the  pro-r 
pert!y'<Jf'ilfed-©tjBLitt  SdciEtVj'  dftd  ttiiaft  oWig- 
inm  cjsSAtmiAeiidiby  lbatre/j^€tab!fe  body  I  ^mi 
sflk>V6  ikll^  fii  -rlid-s^loHB  ftmd&ij^  ^^  affi^zUki^ 
d  CHi4iifts»J0*Go»H©R,  «i^»fH*.  Add  her^  M 
ihightitfiUi^i  on  the  M^flatieer'toi'hath  -meS^i; 
and  'thsomatertak' •obtiihftd  ti6th  in  Eiigkijd-  fittl 
£f^^dpi  Btitlalifoifh  d«f Ail^'^n^iiy  b^  Aifp^icitl# 
contain? 'riioilS  <Sf  <!»ftefttatid«  thati  gfatiWd*,  \Yit 
ws4d<r4fell  -ast'bie'detiihed'ftoitt  that  Mfli^cfhieeiHS 
o^i'ifolblfced'nifceffiqr  %6^  be-pi»emired'.      -    >  vf': 

.'.;.  -.biva  larv.'i'i:    -'..    i-     ■  t.  :' .  .  .  .   ...     :.::;.  .  .- 

tiii'.v  ,laj;:-^!)Ui   ■'  ..•I-  ■  ■'  :'.   )  ■>    ;"■•;   '     .    .  j ::   .      .. 
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^■•■:  ■  •  -OP  'Tri^-''     ■   ' '^.^  ^  >■■■  '•' 

•    ;  .  ■         '      '.Mill!  .';:.  .  .         .-;.';f:  .Oi'i)  t'* 

HISTORY    OF     IRlLAKfe^' 

IF  all   rtations  Iwveaffbftcd.^td;  deducts  ;tK^ 
Hi^ry.fttim  thccarlktftipC!$o6s,  and lociaiai 
that  prigiiT  whcch/  thqr  dc^^tto^^^^^  b6ncdirabk4 
th^ ,  old  Irifli: ;  tiave  bten  .  jpsj^cnlally  tismptoL  i  to 
indulge  thb  vtaoir^. .   Dq^rofEtd^lfdr  .nia%  ages^ 
ted  reduced  to  a  tnarti%ir^:)fiater  ef.irtfcirorilg^^ 
ijtung  with...tht  sjcpuoackcs^lasfitli  the  ctmtemjrti 
^d  famdimca-wth  the  iin^rious  flander  olf  th^ 
ttcighbQ\irs,i:thc!sr  paffion^cly  occurred  t6  \ht  Idkh 
iKU»iint«:of.  their  ancient  glory,. iarid  fpoke^of  th« 
Bofefe  a^oris  of  (their  tiiceftdr^riii.  tie. gJowrio'^ 
ftyl?.t)f .  indignatiDn*   >  0/(filagbtTty,  thlen-  cclebra* 
ted  lati^uachdi^  (in  ^  ¥iadkatio»^t)ft  his  rOgygia 
againi):  Str  George  Mackeikzie^  wfaddi  il  jiave  iech 
mm^n&ivipt)  iptaks  with'ati.  bnthnfiafHciSdal  ixf 
his  couritiy^.  as  tht  venerablcj  mother  :©£  ^taioi 
"  that  cngendtt^diof  her  ami  bcritels.diMiimidFod 
"  ahd  fcYcnty-«rte  mdnarbhfe  foi^  abovb  two  tijaiL=* 
**  fand  years^'  to  thje  year  ^fi^^i  4111  of  the  fam6 
"  houfe  and  lineage;  i/vith  •  iixty-efight  kings  arid 
*'  bne    queen,    frf    .Britifti-Sibtiandy  *  '(OTrrftting 
"  Bruces   abd  ^BaHols)  and  vfbuir*  imperial  Jciiigs 
**  and  two  queens  bf  Great-Britain  and  Ireland^ 
■*'fprung  firom^her  oi;trn  loins,"  •  In  the  reign  of 
Edward    the    Second,    the    Irifti  claimed  a  flill 

greater 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


vi        PRELIMINARY 

greater  antiquity.  An  Ulftcr  prince  of  this  timc^^ 
boafts  to  the  pope  of  an  uninterrupted  fuccedion 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  kings  of  Ireland^ 
to  the  year  1 170. 

It  cannot  be  denied^  that  no  literary  monu- 
ments have  yet  been  di^overed  in  Ireland  earlier 
than  the  introdudtion  of  ChrifHanity  into  this 
country;  and  ^t  the  evidence  of  any  tranfai^lions 
previous  to  this  period,  reft,  eqtirely  on  the  credit 
of  Chriftian  writers,  and  their  colkftions  from 
old  poetSt  or  their  tranfcripts  of  records  deemed 
to  have  been  made  in  times  of  paganifm.  It  feems 
uoreafimable  to  exptSt,  that  any  other  domeftic 
evidence  of  Iriih  antiquity  (hould  fubiift  at  this 
day.  From  thefc  the  antiquarian  forms  a  regular 
hiftory,  (mixed  indeed  with  childifh  and  abfurd 
fables)  of  a  long  fucceffion  of  kings  from  the  earlier 
ages  of  the  world.  Not  to  mention  Partholan, 
his  fons,  his  hounds  and  oxen ;  the  gigantic  Fo- 
morians  and  their  extirpation  ;  the  Nemedians, 
Fiifbolgs,  Tuatha^de-Danans  and  their  ibrcerics ; 
It  is  generally  afitrted,  that  aboyt  a  thoufand,  or 
to  fpeak  with  the  more,  moderate^  about  five  hun- 
dred years  before  the  chriftian  xrz,  a  colony  of 
Scythians,  immediately  from  Spain,  iettled  in 
Ireland^  and  introduced  the  Phoenician  language 
and  letters  into  this  country  ;  and  that  however  it 
might  have  been  peopled  ftill  earlier  from  Gaul  or 
Britain,  yet  Heber>  Hcrcmon,  and  Itb,  the  fons 
of  Milefius,  gave  a  race  of  kings  to  the  Irifti, 
diftinguiflied  from  their  days  by  the  names  of  Ga- 
delians  and  Scuit$,  or  Scots.  Hence  their  writer* 
trace  a  gradual  i^efinement  of  their  country,  frorti 
a  ftate  of  barbarous  feuds,  factions,  and  competi- 
tions; 

T  Fordun.  Appendix. 
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tions  ;  inatil  the  monarch^  celebrated  in  theif  an- 
nals by  the  name  of  01lam-Fodla>  cftabliflicd  t 
regular  form  of  government,  ertdted  a  grand  fe* 
minary  of  learnings  and  inftitued  the  Fes,  ot 
triennial  convention  of  provincial  kiiAgs^'  priefls, 
and  poets,  at  Tcamor,  or  Tarah,  in  Meatfa,  for 
the  eftabliftiment  of  laws  and  regulation  of  go- 
vernmcnt.  Kcatingi  the  Irifh  hiftorian,  who 
tranicribed  his  accounts  from  poetical  records, 
meationed  little  more  of  this  boafted  *  affembly, 
than  that  its  great  objeft  was  to  introduce  civility, 
and  to  guard  againfttthdfe  crimes  whiph  •  ^predomi^ 
jKite  in  dajrs  of  rudencfs  and  violence.  The  mag- 
nificent detail  of  its  grandeur  and  folenrlniiy^  the 
fcropuious  attention  paid  by  its  members  to  the 
natiQoaLhifttiry,  annals,  and>  ganealogics,  vidno^ 
diing  m^ore,  (as  I  tm  aflbced)  than  the  ihtiipola* 
tions  of:  an  ignorant  ind  prnfumptuous  tranUatoh 

But  v^xatcver  were  the  Inftitutions  of  this' mo- 
narch, it  is  acknowledged  that  they  rioon  proved 
too  weak  for  the  wildaete  ai)d  diforder  of  the  ^ime. 
ToKimbath,  one  i:t£.  hia  Suc^eflbrs,  theannalifts 
gave  the  honour  of  reviving  them^  b^fiflps  that  of 
regulating  Ulftcr,  his  family  province,  and  ^dornr 
ing  it  by  the  ilatelyj^alace  of  Eamania^  erefied 
near  Armagh.  But  Hijgony  immediittt  fucccfibr 
to  Kimbath  is  celebrated  for  ftili .  farther  ad- 
vances in  the  work  of*  reformation.  |ieis  de- 
fcribed  as  a  monarch  powerful  by  fea  and  land, 
and  equally  diftinguifhed  by  his  political  abilities. 
Of  five  provincial  kings,  four,  we  are  told,  had 
ever  proved  the  moft .  pertinacious  dilbirbers  of 
the  fifth  who  enjoyed  the  monarchy.  To  break 
the  power  of  thefe  rivals,  Hugony  pancelled  the 
ifland  into  twenty-five  dynafties,    binding  them 

by 
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by-oMktPf^cJept^  other:  monarch  btat'  qm  of 
his  o'^tt'fiittuly.?'  l^e^jr  fodh  precaution^Iit  feeitis^ 
cdulU  no*  fifecurc  Jiim  ,from  a  violent  dc«hi  nor 
prcycfi t  ai  rftries  of  aflaffioatjions,  by  which,  th© 
p1feriai]clj«;gw^re.  fof,  age|  Removed,  fcacciljr  !witl| 
t>rle .ebicejiciciri,  .         '   io   ,-^(-r      -^  ;.:  ,  ?*:  :q  L.  :; 

rf  'i'HiPiEdteration  df  thtt  piwit^chil  goltccrnmeiU; 
is 'dated  about  axentutybaforej the  ehiiflaan^ 
aridis  ftid.td  have  been"  fuccccd^  iijr  ia:>ipB3iticai 
revdliitiQaicfifonieimpoi'Ctoq^  ::;A 
pofvfer^.^ndi -privileges  of  thd  ilrifli  fik^iscqjp  cbards;» 
they ihadBeea  forays  difp^niers  ofi  tho^ifin^oand 
the  jvhote  Aati6n  fubbiitted  to  |heif:feribanals^ 
Thcin hofiQurs  were  cb^fidprabte^vtheirJUtti^fcerfe 

ahofednhcir  power. , !  Their^ iw^i^ancas  weng^i^&r 
ftrSeaiy  obfcarfld>  aiid':cbukl  only  be  n|iitbp»ted 
by  themfelves ;  their  decifions  were  frequently 
pirtiaVto.uHjiift,'  thVpedpT^  gr^y^lttpdt^f  of 
th6ir'io6jpre^  aiK^^'t^teateoed-  id'  tsci^rm^^it 
-flifc  ^i^hdle  <)raer..  '  They  ^d^  fbt'  fli^ffer  ^iff  :Cb^'-. 
coH^arKMac-TSfefla  'thb''tti^tkhg''i^^^  ^ 

^onfMer  of  feformation  he  jdi;dte6ty3*ihe^^^ 
thd  ithjjcTTding  danger.  At  5ifc  &th6  tifl{e;;t8  rfe- 
tnoVe  the  juft  complaints  of  iijls  peojpre,  Hfe  cm- 
ploy^  the  ihofteniinerttahWng  them  to  compile 
ari'  ihtelligible^  clear,  iand  equitable  body  of  laws, 
^hich  were  received  wilth  rj^pture,  and  jfalled,  in 
the  jsltviatefl  language  of  aii  tiiipolilhed  agp.  Celes- 
tial DECISIONS.  '■  ''  ''   ''         ^*'"^^  '  . 

iNSTEA'o'of  the  efFeds  naturally  to  be  expecfted 

from  fa^  counfels,  and  patriotic  inltitutions^  the 

atinaHfts*nb\v  prefent  its  With  a  new  feries  of  bar- 

'  '       •     .  *     barllles, 

K  Keating.  O'Connor,  DifTert.  .  , 
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barities^  ^ccefficils  {Precipitated ;  by  mor3ery '  ftLC-* 
tioDS,  auarchy^  and  feditions.  In  this  drfordcred 
Hate  of  things^  we  aite  told/ that  the  Irifh  cbitf^ 
tain,  miention^  by  Taqitu^/ addrefied  himfe|f  td 
Agricola^  and  encouraged  him  to  make  a  defcent 
on  Ireland.  But,  inftead  of  fubfcribing  to  the 
opinion,  that  a  fingle  legiom  and  a  fcw^auxiliaries 
would  be  fu&ient  to  reduce  the  whole  iflandy  th^ 
Iri(k  hiftorian  coniidets  the^  fuggeftion  as  utterly 
eictravagant,  even  in  fhepre&nt  unfettled  ftate  of 
his  country,  iand  records  with  triumph,  that  th^ 
Iriih  monaiiuii  of  this  tinxe^  ihftead  of  dreading 
an  invafion  of  the  Romans^  failed  to  thre  aofliftance 
of  the  ¥iA^  led  an  irroptson  into  the  Robian  pro* 
vince,  and  returned  in  triumph  ladea  witk  fopeigci 
fpoils.  :'  a 

Ok  the  .death  of  this  prinde,  called  C/imthan, 
the  annaii^iiamenttfaat  the  fucceilion  of  the  line 
of  Heremon  to  the  naonat^rchy  was  interrupted  ^  that 
die  old  Firboigs,  or  Belgiam  inhabitaiits^  ag^ew  fo 
powerful  and^urbfrieqcia^toeftabliih^  a  monarch 
of  tberr  own  ^ttoe^i  and  to^barr^f^  ^bei  cofrnkry  for 
RKtny  ji6zt:t,{widii  £mis''^^Ti  ,PsmtvAs)^\^  the 
pWieiaitir  ^or  Attacotie  wisit^,  ias:i*wt«ickH*fc  *  W^ 
oetol^  t^rkki)^,  IT^thul/it^  priAbeof  the 
Milefian  f«mil>v  retttr4i^d  ftmn  iNoi  th  >Brilfaiii 
whh  fome  iPldiilh  du^liad^  «&d  vindica^  •  the 
honour  of  iii|s  houlfe^  that  b^  afrmolbled  fbd  geiier 
rii  c(m)(A:;]|tibti^t  iT^t^ah,  w^  reoo{^k^  fapreme 
tnonardi;  ^ahd  J4b4iged  hi^^iufejefti4>y  'a^tolep** 
oaih  tOJt\i6St(xheif^uliiU  foKtet^^gnBiffoiti^hfe  fisMttt* 
ly  5  that  he  feparated  the  diCkd&rot  ^MftJttbifrom 
the  other  provinces  of  Ireland,  and  appointed  it 
fcr  ^ht'^ppcnage  of  the  monarch :  that  he  adorned 

.  '  it 
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it  with  fhitely  edifices ;  air^  that  he  eftafplifhed,  or 
at  ]ea{l  revived  a  faniou& ;  laiTembly  at  Taltion  in 
Meath*",  the  great  ifefort  of  the  whole  nation,  for 
the:purp6fe$  of  traffic,  Iporfs,  and  focial  inter- 
courfe.   ,     . 

The  provincial  king  of  Leinftcr  is  faid  to  havac 
provoked  thiis  monarch  hy  an  aft  of  Angular  perfidy. 
He  had  married  the .  daughter  of  Tuathal  ;  but, 
conceiving  an  adulterous  paffion  for  her  fifter, 
pretended. that  his  wife  had  died ;  and  demanded» 
and  obtained  her  fitter  in  marriage.  The  two  la- 
dies met  in  the  royal  houfc  of  Leinfter  :  aftonifh-- 
ment  and  vexation  put  an  end  to  their  lives  :  the 
monarch  invaded  his  fon-in-law, .  whofe  province 
was  preferved  from  dcfolation,  only  on  conditioa 
of  paying  a  grievous  tribute,  as  a  perpetual  me- 
morial of  the  refentment  of  Tuathal,  and  the 
ofl:ence  committed  by  the  king  of  Leiniler.  To 
the  exa£lion  of  this  odious  and  opprefiive  tribute 
are  afcribed  the  commotions  and  diforders  of  ages. 
Conn,  one  of  the  fucceediog  monarchs,  is  faid  to 
have  linked  in  perpetual  turbulence^  and  with  a 
varietjff  of  fortune,  by  his  attempts  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  it ;  ai^  at  length  to  have  been  driven 
to.a  partition  of  the  monarchy  with  the  pirincaof 
Munfter,;.  contenting  himfelf  with  the  northern 
^moiety,  ualled  Leatb-Conn,  while  his  rival  en- 
joyed t&e  fouthem,  ftylcd  Leath^Mogha,  But  he 
recovered  his  former  power,  by  furprifing  and  kil-* 
ling  the  Mimfter  prince*  Conn  too  died  by  vior 
Icnce  with   the   fupeub  title  of  Conn  of  the 

HUNRREP   EATTLE5t. 
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CoKMAC  O'CoNM^  grandfon  of  this  hero^  is 
faid  to  be  the  .mod  renowned  of  all  the  pagan 
monarchs.  The  annalifis  date  the  commencement 
of  his  reign  about  the  year  of  Chrift  254.  They 
fpeak  with  rapture  of  the  fplendour  and  magnifi^ 
cence  of  his  courts  his  three  warlike  fons,  his  ten 
beauteous  daughters^  his  guards^  his  palaces^  ihis 
formidable  niilitia>  and  their  illuftrious  general 
Finn,  the  fon  of  CumhaU  and  father  of  Oiffian 
the  immortal  bard  ;  his  revifidh  of  the  laws/  and 
eDdowments  of  learned  feminaries,  his  triumph 
over  his  rebellious  fubjeds,  the  refignation  of  his 
dignity,  and  hjis  philofophical  retreat. 
* 

The  eflfedlsof  an  education  received  from  fuch 
a  father  are  iaid  to  have  been  honourably  difplayed 
in  the  condu<a:  of  his  fon  Carbrv-Li^car.  But 
the  wifdom  and  policy  of  thefe  princes,  we  are 
told,  could  not  ft<im  the  torrent  of  domcftic  ftrife 
and  national  fa€lions.  Carbry  died  by  the  fword  : 
his  immediate  fucce0brs  ihared  the  fame  fate ;  and 
even  thofe,  who  contrived  to  hold  the  fceptre  for 
many  years,  at  length  fell  by  treachery  or  wan 
The  conteils  of  the  unjuft  and/ ambitious  laid  the 
country  wafte  ;  and  the  ilately  palace  of  JEamania 
was  deilrpyed  by  flames.  Crimthan,  who  carried 
his  arms  into  Gaul  and  Britain,  died  by  poifon  : 
and  NiAL  of  the  nine  hostages,  after  his 
brave  enterpri^fe  in  fupport  of  the  Albanian  Dal* 
raidi,  and  his  fliccefl'es  in  Armorica,  fell  by  the 
hand  of  an  aflfaffin.  To  Dathy,  his  fucceflbr,  and 
the  laft  of  pagan  monarchs,  annalifts  aiiign-  a  long 
and  peaceful  reign,  till  at  length,  engaging  an 
foreign  wars,  he  was  killed  by  lightuing  near  the 
Alps. 

.  From 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


^i        t*_  R   EL   t   M   t  N  A  It   Y 

.  j^i.ok  the  poetkd>aBAaIs  that  iurnifh  this  ca- 
tiajbgue  of  monarchy  we  thave  a  lively  picture  of 
mamerSf  mare  worthy  o(  attention  than  the  events 
which  they  deliver  with  fo  profufe  a  mixture  of 
giants^  necromancers^  obfcure  allegories  and  ex^ 
travagant  fables.  They  dcfcribe  a  brave  people, 
diiv^njBnom  their  native  land  in  fearph  of  newfet^ 
tlements^  eftablifhing  themfelves  by  their  valour 
in  a  fair  and  fertile  ifland  :  the  chieftains  parcelling 
ootids  to  their  attendants,  and  the-  whole  col«^ 
icK^ion  of  adventurers,  from  the  moment  of  their 
peaceable  eftabli^ment,  deviling  ffleahs  to'  give 
ftability  to  their -acquifitipns.  From^  one  family 
more  diftinguiflicd  and  reverenced  than  the  reft, 
they  chofe  a  monarch,  not  with  tliat  regard  to  pri- 
mogeniture fuited  to  tiriies  more  compofed,  but 
riic  ableft  and  braveftof  the  partleulat  race,  as  the 
man  moff  likely  to  proted  or  to  avisnge  them.  To 
guard  againft  theconfafion  offudden  accidents  in 
a  time  of  violencey  fifucceflbr  is  appointed  to  this 
monarch  during  his  life,  who  -  oil  'hn  demife  lis 
inftantiy  to  take  the  reins  of  government.  But 
the  power  of  the  ncM>narch  is  porifidersfcly  Jinjited. 
His  aiiciciates  in  advietnuire,  donrdioiis  of  their  own 
mcrit,,j(tlalm  a  ifea^e  of  dignity  as  well  as  of  emo^ 
luinent.  They  pay 'their  tribute  td  that  {provincial 
king  w^om  they  eKiifc  monarch  of  ^he  iflisind^-  In 
the  other  provinces  they  cxcrcife  all  regd  authority 
fejr  virtue  of  a  fimiiar  de^pn.  They  have  thdr 
rights  independent  of  the  monarch,  and  freqrflhtiy 
vindicate  them  bv  arms  againft  his  invafi6ns.  The 
jmonarcii,  fenfible  of  the  danger  arififeg  from  their 
tur^alept  fpiritof  freedon?!,  eh^eaVours  to  fecUre 
idi  authority,  fometimes  by  dividing  their  power, 
fometimes  by  uniting  the  various  independent 
ftate§  into  one  general  intereft  by  national  conven- 

*  tions. 
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tions.  In  this  ftate  of  things,  a  robuft  frame 
of  bdd;^,  a  vehemence  of  paffion,  an  elevated  ima- 
gination tvere  the  charafteriftics  of  the^  pcojde. 
Nobk  inftances  of  valour,  generous  cfFuiions  of 
bencTOlence,  ardent  refcritments,  defperate  and 
vindictive  outrages  abound  in  their  annals.  To 
vcrfe  and  mulic  thdy  are  peculiarly  addifted/ 
They  who  are  pofleflcd  of  any  fuperiour  degree 
of  knowledge,  they  who  c^jcrate  on  their  fancies 
and  paffions  by  the  livclieft  ftrains  of  poetry,  are 
held  in  extraordinary  veneration  :  the  minifters  of 
their  religion  are  accounted  more  than  human. 
To  all  thefe  ihey  fubmit  their  contefts ;  they  con- 
fult  them  as  oracles  of  law  and  policy.  But  re- 
flexion and  the  gradual  progrcfs  of  refinement 
convince  them  of  the  neceffity  of  fettled  laws. 
The  principles  of  equity  and  indepencence  im- 
planted in  the  human  breaft  receive  them  .with 
delight ;  but  the  violence  of  paffion  ftill  proves 
fuperiour  to  their  reftraint.  Private  injuries  are 
revenged  by  force  ;  and  infolcnt  and  ambitious 
chieftains  ftill  recur  to  arn^s. 

They  who  compare  this  accburft 'with  the 
progrefs  of  fociety  in  other  European  fcttlements 
may  decide  on  the  juftnefs  of  this  colouring.  The 
Irifli  antiquarian  deduces  from  it  an  intrinlic  proof 
of  the  general  authenticity  of  his  favourite  annals. 
Even  from  the  idle  tales  gf  enchantments  and 
fupernaturaleventSj^a'late  advocate  labours  to  prove 
their  higfr  anUquity.  ♦*  Fnto  this  ftory/'  faith 
doftor.WarOer^,  fj5cak,itig  of  a  particular  engage- 
ment, **  there  is  foifted  a  very  wonderous  tale  of 
**  the  fkill  and  enchantments  of  the  Druids  in 
^^  each  army ;  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  poflefs  thefr 

Vol.  I.  b  *' country meu 

A  Warner,  Hiftory  df  Ireland*  p.  24^.  .  v^^rri^ 
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^^  countrymen  with  an  high  opinion^  aftd  eftecpEi  ef 
"  the  power  ^nd:  importance  of  iheir  holy  le^dtrs^ 
**  as  well  as  to  eniiven  thti  hiftpry  with  wonder 
^'  and  furptdze^  At  (he  faine  tttme  therefore  that 
««  we  acquit  the  bard  who  invcnte4  it  in  that  ^e 
**  of  darkncfs  and  fupecftitiGn,  we  muft  condcmi> 
**  doAor  Keating,  whp  relates  1%  to  us  in  theie 
**  days  for  imous  hifhDny. ,  Indeed  his  relating  it 
*^  to  us  from  the  ancient  records  has  anfwered  one 
**  end,  for  which  we  ought  tofofgive  him :  it  ha? 
**  furnished  us  with  a  proof  from  the  hii^ory  of 
*^  Ireland  itfelf,  of  the  antiquity  of  that  hiftory> 
**  and  of  the  exigence  of  letters  befoue  the  intror 
"  duAion  of  Chriftianity.  Fpr  though  in.  the 
^*  time  of  Pruidifm  it  waa  natural  to  take  every 
**  opportunity  of  diiplaying  the  power  of  that 
**  order,  yet  this  was  abfurd  and  mconfiftenl  \A 
**  Chriftian  annalifts,  and  could  not  therefore,  be 
**  foifted  in  by  them  ;  nor  the  hiftory  be  the 
**  produdion  of  later  ages^|,  a?  our  candid  critica 
•*  all  fcem  to  contend/' 

But  to  the  anti(|uarian  I  leaye  it  to  eilabliih 
the  authenticity  of  this  hiftory.  It  is  only  per- 
tinent to  my  prcfent  purpofe  to  Cibfrrve^^  th^t  if 
we  fupppfe  that  the  o|d  po^ts  were  merely  inventors 
of  this  whole  feries  of  actions  and  incidents  fp  cir- 
cumftantially  detailed*  ftUl  they  muft  have  drawn 
their  ^  pidure  from  that  governm^at  and  thofe 
manners,  which  fubiifted  in  their  owndays^  or 
were  rcmenibe^tid  by  their  father^.  5p  that  we 
may  reafqnably  conclude,  that  the  ftate  of  Ireland 
for  fcycral  centuries  at  leaft  before  the  intrpdudlion 
of  the  Englifli  power,  was  fuch  as  they  defcribe 
it  in  thqie  early  periods^  And  this  is  the  oply 
conclufion  which  I  am  concerned  to  eftablifh. 
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OF    THE 

ESTABLISHMENT  o?  CHRISTIANITY 

IN 

I      R      EL      A      N      D, 

A  N  I>    THE 

CON^QUENCEa  or  this  EVENT, 

THE  converfion  of  the  Irifli  to  Chriftiatiity 
is  generally  confidered  as  a  ftcw  period^ 
whence  we  may  trace  their  hiftofy  with  more 
certainty ;  though  we  ftill  find  it  encumbered  with 
legendary  and  poetical  fi,6tions.  The  people  Were 
prepared  for  the  preaching  of  Patrick  their  great 
apoftle,  hy  the  gradiial  progrei^  of  the  Gbfpcl,  by 
the  taboufs  of  fbme  former  miflionaries,  and  (if 
we  may  believe  the  old  annaliils)  by  the  liberal 
and  philofophical  fpirit  of  Cormac  O'Cono,  who 
firft  taught  his  fobjedls  toddpife  the  pagan  rites. 
To  him  they  prihcipariy  attribute  it,  that  the 
Druidical  order,  Co  ancient  and.  fb  powerful,  gra-t 
dually  declined  in  confequeiice  ;  though  not  ex- 
tin<a  on  the  arrival  of  the  great  miffionary ;  for 
the  moft  authentic  records  mention  the  name  of  a 
Draid,  who  violently  oppofed  the  introdu(ftion  of 
Chriftianity,  and  warned  the  monarch  of  the 
heavy  and  oppreflive  taxations  which  the  people 
muft  faffer  from  the  new  religious  eftablifhment. 
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Patrick,  fay  the  advcrfaries  of  Irifli  antiquity, 
laid  the  foundation  'of  ciVility  in  this  barbarous 
country,  by  teaching  the  ufe  of  letters  to  its  ig- 
norahi » iiihabitants.  Patrick,  fay  the  advocates 
for  this  antiquity,  introduced  the  Roman  charadler, 
in  which  his  copies  of  the  fcriptures  and  Liturgies 
were  written,  and  in  which  the  new  Irifh  con- 
verts tranfcfibed  the  Sacrec^  Writitags,  with  fuch 
eaie  and  expedition  as  were  ihipoflible  for  unlettered 
men.  They  remind  us,  that  Fiach,  to  whom  Pa- 
trick firft  delivered  the  new  charafter,  was  the 
difciple  of  Dubthah-O'Lugair,  an  illufbrious  poet, 
who  fome  time  before,  £ad  fen t  bis  pupil  into 
Gonnaught,'  to  prefent  fome  of  his  compofitions 
to- thQ^,pri«pes' of  this  country.  But  they  proceed 
yet  farther  :  for,  not  tq  mention  their  accounts  of 
the  O^ham,  their  ancient  or  cryptic  character,  or 
their  arguments  from  the  number,  the  ajrrange- 
^lent,  the  ^hames  of  the  Jrifh  letters,  or,  Beth- 
lui§-nion,  .they.furniflicd  Sir  James  Ware  with  a 
long  catalpgqe  of  writers  in  the  days  of  pag^^nifm, 
-from  Amergin  brother  to  Heber  and  IJeremon. 

/*■ 

ARC^BISHOP  Usher  has  (hewn  that  the  fyftem 
of  do((^rines  Jaught  by  Patrick  were  free  from  the 
erroneous  novelties  of  the  church  of  Rome.  But 
pure  as  liis'preaching  might  be,  the  dodrines  of 
the  Gofpel,  which,,  if  their  influence  be  not  fa- 
tally co'unteraded,  tend  \o  refine,  hafmonizfc,  and 
elevate  the  human  mind,  do  not  appear  to  Tiave 
been  fo  deeply  imbibed,, ,  or  blended  to  thoroughly 
with  the  natural  principles  of  the  people,  as  to 
produce  any  extraordinary  reformation  of  national 
manners.  Even  Leogaire  the  converted  monarch, 
made  an  urichriftian  attack  on  Leinfter,  was  de- 
feated 
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fcajted,  and  by  a  fokmn  oath  renounced  the  old 
tribute. tvl^ich  ha4  been  the  prete\ice   of  quarrel. 
Yet  no  fooner  had;  he;  returned  to  hpown  territory, 
and  reaflembled  his  forces, .  than,  with  a  fhocking 
defiance  of  his  faci-cd  obligation,  he  ag^in  rufhed 
into  thd  firovince  with  fire  and  fword.     It  is  true 
the  nidiiaftiC:  annalifts,  fcandalized  at  th^s  condud, 
tell  usi  tlAt  Leogaire  apoftatizied  after  his  baptifm. 
The  fafl:,  if  admitted,   only  exhibits  a   notable 
inftance,    in  which  an  inveterate   corruption   of 
manners  proved  too  powerful  for  the  preachers  of 
Chriftianity,   even  when   its   dodlrine  had   been 
;  embraced  and  profefled.     And  for  ages  aft6r  the 
death  of  this  monarch,  the  annals  abound  in  hor- 
rid  inftances  of  revenge,  and   hideous  cSe&s  of 
avarice  and   ambition*     Yet  Chriftiarifty;;as  then 
taught,  although  it  could  not  eradicate,  at  leaft 
reftrained  the  national  vices.     A  numerous  body 
of  ccclcfiiftics  fecular  arid  regular,  quickly  fwarm- 
cd    oi^er  the  whole  country,   frequently  became 
umpires  between  cbntehding  chieftains ;  and  when' 
they  could  not  confine  them  within  the  bounds  of 
reafon  and  religion,  at  leaft  terrified  them  by  de- 
nouncing divihe  veng^nce  againft,  their  exceffes. 
An'  ignorant  people  liftened  to  thefir  tales  of  pre- 
tended rifixaclcs  with  iMligioiis  hprrbur/    In  the 
midft  of  eveiy  provincial  ctthteft  and  every  domeftic 
ftrife,  they  were  factdd  and  inviolate.     They  foon 
learned  tb  derive  their  own  emolument  from  the 
public  veneration;     The  infant  chui:ch  \^s  every 
where  amply  endowed,  and  the  prayers  of  holy 
men  rcpiaid  by  large  donations.     Some  of  the  old- 
eft  remains  of  Irifh  literature,  as  they  have  been 
explained  tbriiei  inforni  vfs,.  that  the  people  were 
taught  to  dedicate  the  firft  born  of  all  Cattie  to  the 

church, 
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clrnrch,  A$  a  matter  df  ind^pcnfiWe  obliga^n^ 
But  tf  the  clergy  thus  acqeittd  riches^  dxey  ap^ 
plkdthem  to  the  Hobkft  ptttpdfOTi 

"Xh«  Monks/'  iaith  Mr*  O'Connor,  "  ibed 
*'  tkeir  b^bitaliom  ia  deferts^^  which  Hckcy  cultiva-* 
*^  ted  with  their  own.  haads^  and  rendered  the^noft 
**  del^Eh*fol  ipots  in  the  kingdoni  Thcfe  dc- 
^*fert 8  became  weU-poKced  cities;  and  itis  i«*-* 
**  raarJo^ble  enoujgh,  that  to  the  J^onks  we  owe 
^  fe  ufefi^l  an  iniftitotion  in  Ireland^  as  bringing 
*^greafi  ^aumbeus  together  into  one  civil  comm»- 
^  tiity.-^Ifi  theie  cities  the  Monks  fet  up  fchools,. 
**  in  which  they  educatod  the  youth  not  only  of 
^  the  ifiand  b^it  the  neighboring  nations."  The 
%pMvofmy'6f  Bede  is  unqueilionable^  that  about 
^.pii^dle  of  the  fcventh  century>  in  the  daya  of 
th«  \^i)fir9bk  prelates  Fiman  and  Cdman^  many 
Oi^fcl^^and  other  orders  of  the  Anglo-Saxon*,  re- 
tired .n^ni  fh^  own  country  into  Ireland,  ei(ther 
^inAr^^ODs  orfbran  opportunity  of  living  in 
montikttws  d^  AmAet  difcipline  :  and  that  the 
Scots  {|as  be  ftyles  ^he  Iriih)  maintained  thtm^ 
taught  |h^n^  and  fur^Jiflicd  them,  with  books^ 
without  |e/e  ©r  -rewajri  :  **  A  jmoft  honourable  tef*- 
**timqnyjt"  fakk  the  elegant  lord  Lyttxeton, 
<^  not  oi^ly  to  the  learnings  but  likewiie  to  the 
^<  lihtjfpitiility  aod  bounty  of  that  nation  r  A  eon- 
fitfx  of  fi>reign€«s  to  a  rej:ircd  iHaod^  at  a  time 
wben  E^tfope  waisin  ignoramx  and  confuioon^  give 
peculiar  lu^ilre  to  thi^  feat  of  learning  ;  nor  is  it 
improbj^ble  or  furprifingy;  that feven  thouiand  ikur 
dent$  ^uxfiedact  Armagh,  a^eably  to  theiaccounts^ 
of  Ififtiwmers,  tlwugh  the  feroinary  of  Armiagh 
wa$ butane  of  thoie  aumci^ou^^leg^  erected  in 
Irelaodv 

^  But 
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Ba^T  the  kboors  of  the  Irifli  dcrgy  were  not 
Cbfifined  lo their  own  coontry.  Tfacir  mii&onarics 
wei«  {gm  to  tbe  contincitt;  Tiiey  converted  hea- 
thens, tfacy  xxmfirined  believers,  they  erefted  con- 
vents^ they  eftabliihed  fi:h<»>]$  of  leanning  ;  they 
taaght  Ihe  ufe  of  letters  to  the  Sason^^aod  Normans^ 
they  converted  the  Pids  by  the  preaching  of 
Columb^iU,  one /of  their  ircnowaed  ccclefioftics  : 
JBargnndy,  Germany^  and  other  countries  received 
their  inftrodions  ^  and  Europe  with  gratitude  con- 
fefled  tfaefuperioriknowledge,  the  piety^  the  zea]^ 
the  purity  of  the  Island  of  Saints^  Sudi  arc 
the  events  on  which  Irifh  writers  dwell  ^hh  an 
enthufiaftic  delights 

The  firil  Ohriftian  nrifli^riaries  iecm  to  have 
induftrioufly  avoided  all  unncceflary  violence  to  the 
anqient  manners  of  the  Irifli*  Their  poets  they 
favoured  and  |>roteded  ;  the  remains  of  the 
Druidical  order  were  notjper&cuted;  and  although 
divine  veqgeance  was  thundered  againft  the  wor- 
Aippers  of  the  fun,  fl:ars,  and  winds,  it  is  evident, 
that  fome  pagan  fuperftitions  were  overlooked  with 
too  great  indulgence;  for  they  fubfift  at  this  day 
in  Ireland  ;  fires  are  lighted  up  at  particular  times« 
and  the  more  ignorant  Irifti  ftill  drive  their  cat  tit 
through  thefe  fires,  as  an  efFedlual  means  of  pre- 
ierving  them  liom  future  aiccidents. 

Whatever  were  the  civil  eftabli(hments  in 
Ireland  on  the  introdudlion  of  Chriftianity,  the 
firft  miflionarie^  attempted  no  eflential  alterations. 
They  thought/'  faith  Mr.  O'Connor,  ''  that 
Ichemes  of  political  legiflation  belonged  .properly 
to  the  civil  power  alone/'  Poffibly  their  genius 
was  too  confined,  and  poffibly  they  were  too  much  ^ 

abforbed 
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abforbed  in  the  immediate  bufinefs  of  their  miffiori 
to  entertain  fuch  fchemes.  The  written  laws, 
however,  if  the  Irifh  had  any  written  laws,  were 
in  fevfcral  points  neceflarily  to  be  accommodated  to 
the  new  religious  eftabliftiment.  Accordingly  we 
are  told  that,  on  the  firll  reception  of  Chriftianjty,, 
Patrick  was  one^of  nine  perfons^,  kings,  bards, 
and  ecclefiaftics,  appointed  to  revive  the  ordinances 
of  pagan  times,  and  to  form  a  new  code  of  Jaws ; 
that  the  code  was  formed,  publifhed,  and  known 
to  pofterity  by  the  name  of  Seanchas-MoiR,  or 
the  great  Antiquity. 

English  writers  treat  the  idea  of  written  laws*^, 
or  any  fettled  jurifprudence  among  the  old  Irifli,  as 
merely  chimerical.  Sir  Richard  Cox  is  pofitive 
that  the  natioft  never  had  any  written  compilation 
of  laws,  or  any  other  rule  of  right  but  the  will  of 
a  chieftain,  or  the  arbitrary  decifions  of  his  Brehon 
or  Judge,  who  fat  without  formality  in  the  open 
air ;  and  attended  only  to  the  will  of  his  patron. 
Sir  J6fan  0k:vis,  a  ftill  greater  authority,  declares 
that  the  Brehons  gave  judgment  in  all  caufes, 
"  with  the  affiftanceof  certain  fcholars,  who  had 
i&  learned  many  rules  of  the  civil  and  canon  law, 
-  *  rather  By  tradition  than  by  reading. 

In  oppofition  to  fuch  unfavourable  reprefenta- 
tions,  and  to  the  opprobious  name  of  '*  Gens 
"  Exlex^'  by  which  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  marks 
the  old  Iriflb,  their  writers  quote  the  authority  of 
Joceline,  who  aflerts,  'V  Particium,  magnum 
"  volumen,  quod  dicitur^  Canoin-Padruig  five 
'*  canones  Patricii,  icripfifle,  quod  cuilibet  per- 

"  fonae 

T  O'Connor,  Diflert.  •  Fragments  of  Brehon  Law. 

T  Cox,  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  Preface.  Davi«  Difcoveries. 
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'^  fonae  feu  feiQulari/fe*!  t^ftiim  ecclefiafticae  ad 
"  juftitiani  cxercend^no,  &  faluteqsi  phUncnc^mt 
"  fatis  congrue  couvenit ;"  they:  produce .  the 
teftimony  of  Saint  Berftard,  who,  iia  his  encomii^n 
on  Malachy  the  Iri(h  faint,  iays  ejcpreflly,  /*  Omni- 
**  bus  tradcbat  juraecdefiaftica,  optimum  legiflator, 
"  leges  dabat  plenas  modeftiae  &  honeftatis. — 
**  Repetuntur  antique  confuetudincs  quas  bonas 
"  fuifle  conftitft^  nec^modo  Vetera  yeft^rantor  : 
**  cuduntur&  nova:"  and  ftiH  farther,  they  teftify 
that  feveral  coUeftions  of  the  old  Iri/h  hy^s  exiftcd 
in  their  own  days.  The  author  of  Cambrenfie 
Everfus  declares,  that  he  saw  mapy  large  volumes 
of  thefe  laws  on  velluip,  ^e  text  in  a.  larger,  the 
comment  in  a  fmaller  writing;  "  Vidi  ego  plura  e 
**  pergameno  fpiiTalegum  Hibernicaruiji  yolumina, 
**  &  in  illis  textupi  charad:ere  grandiori  confcrip- 
**  turn,  lineis  modiqe  disjundtis,  faciliori  vocum 
**  interpretationc  minutioribas  literis  infert^ 
**  Uberiora  comipentaria  per  paginam  diffufa 
**  textum  obibant,  eadcm  omnino  ratione,  qua 
**  textanl  anjd  glpffam .  in  libris  qtrlufque  juris 
**  afpicimus/'  '*  I  haye  thirty  books  of ,  our  law," 
faith  Roddy,  another  l/^^ijjj^tiquari^n,  "  although 
**  my  honoQred  frien4i  Sir  Richard  Cox  was  once 
"  of  opinion  that  our  law  jyas.  ai:hitrary,  and  not 
"  fixed  or  written^  urifil  I  qonN^inced  hijn  of  the 
**  contrary  by  shevting  hio^ipnicof  our  old  law- 
!'  books."         /,         '  •  : 

We  may  obferve  that  neither  Lynch  in  his 
refutations  of  Cambrenlis,  nor  this  Roddy  the 
colledor  of  Irifh  books,  fays  one  word  of  having 
read  or  examined  thefe  ^  tradts  j  nor  attempts  to 
give  any  account  of  their  contents.  The  one 
only  Jaw  them  ;  the  other  only  y7^^'Z£;<?^  them  ;  but 

neither 
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ii«itber  undcrftood  thcfc  bodk^i  Lluyd  the  anti- 
qmti&n  faw  tbtm»  and  to  bim  they  ^ere  equally 
uhint*Migibk ;  but  with  ntore  ingenfuoufneft  he 
cottifefles  his  ignorance,  and  in  a^t^fcript  To  tb^ 
preface  df  his  Irifl;i  Di<ftionary»  copies  a  pa^g^ 
from  his  old  parchments  as  a  fpecimen  of  ancient 
Irifli,  which  he  cannot  eicplain,  and  of  which  he 
requefts  an  interpretation  from  any  geritlcman  of 
Ireland  or  Scotland •  Two  volumes  of  old  Irifli 
manufcripts,  which  appear  to  have  been  part  of 
Mr.  Lloyd's  coUeftion,  and  one  af  whidh  contains 
the  pa^ge  he  cittra6led,  were  communicated  to 
me  in  London,  by  Edmund  Burke,  Efq;  and 
conveyed  to  Ireland.  They  contain  tra<Ss  appa- 
rently judicial  ;  as  the  text,  comment,  and  glof- 
fary  precifely  correfpond  with  the  defcription  cjf 
Lynch.  They  were  pronounced  by  readers  of  the 
Irifh  language  to  be  fragments  of  the  Seancha^- 
Moir  compiled  by  Patrick,  or  rather  much  earlier, 
by  fonle  pagan  legiilator :  they  were*  acknowledged 
to  l)e  written  in  a  diale(3:  different  from  that  df 
theirpbetsand  annalifts;  and  fuch,  as  they  who 
ftudicd  thefe  poets  and  annalifts,  could  not  ex- 
plain. They  were  indeed  difcouraged  from  the 
attempt,  not  only  by  the  diflSculties  of  an  obfofcte 
language,  but  by  a  ftrange  confufion  and  into- 
herence  which  appeared  in  thefe  writings  even 
where  the  words  were  intelligible.  It  was  fuf^c- 
ted,  that  this  arofefrom  an  affedtation  of  obfcurity. 
But  a  more  natural  fblution  of  the  difficulty  hath 
been  juft  now  given.  Charles  Vallancey,  Efq;  a 
native  of  England,  by  a  laborious  attention  to  the 
ancient  language  of  Ireland,  had  gained  a  know- 
ledge of  it,  furprifing  to  thofe  natives  who  made 
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it  the  great  objcd:  of  tfadr  'ftudy.  To  him- 1  com^ 
BFrafnicated  thefe  old  manufcriptSj  arid  lie  dfiim^ 
the  moik'Of  firf):  explaining  thetn^  and  has  oblige 
kigly  fori^ihed  me  with  ^ranflations  and  copious 
extrads  of  the  ancieiYt  Iri^  laws,  contained  ift 
tkeie  books,  &M  mother  of  the  iaime  kind  in  the 
library  of  Trinity  College .Di:rt>iin.  A  confidef able 
part  of  tbe'difiiottlty  whkh  Mr.  Lluyd^  and  other 
infpeiaors  &{'  tbefe  books  hitherto  experienced, 
arofe,  it  fc€ms>  frona  not  jdvarting  to  the  proper 
method  of  reading  them  $  a€  they  are  written  in 
the  manner  well  known  to  the  Grecian  antiquary 
by  the  na«ie  of  Boustkophedon.  The  unufo^ 
inverJBion  of  lines  occafioned  the  apparent  incohe- 
rence and  confufion  above-mentioned.  When  thi$ 
circumflance  was  once  pointed  oiit^  the  diilicultieft 
arifing  from  an  obiblete  language  appeared  not  &> 
confiderable. 

Taj:  ia:vv^8  thus  diftrovered  appear  to  be  no  part 
of  the  gre#t  code  or  Seanchas-Moir  faid  to  be 
framed  in  th«e  days  of  Patrick,  but  of  a  date  con* 
fiderably  later.  The  Seanchas-Moir  is  frequently 
piloted  both  in  the  text  and  comment^  as  alio 
Mother  0M  code  <?alled  the  laws  of  Ulfter,  which 
the  learifted  Iriih  claims  to  have  been  made  in  the 
boufe  iof  Eawania,  long  bcftrfe  the  preaching  of 
their  ^ea(t  apoftle.  In  ox\^  place  it  is  ordained^ 
thjatt  in  a  particular  icafc,»  when  the  property  of 
laod^.ria  difpirted>  the  :  ?^animous  voices  of 
T WEJL VE  ttauen  ihaH  decide  the  controverfy .  Hence 
it  was  inferred  by  thofc,  who  only  underftood  the 
tranflation^  that  theft  Jriih  kws  were  nothing 
more  than  the  local  fOrdiijanees  of  fome  Brehon^ 
who  had  copied  from  the  legal  proceedings  of  his 
neighbours,  the  Englifli  fettlers.  But  fuch  infe- 
rences 
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rcnpcs  were  ir&mcdiatdy.encountcred  by  anapppal 
to  the  ftyfc  of  thcfe  remains  ;  which  is  fttid*    both 
in  the   text  and,  coniaient>  (evidently .  written  at 
different  periods)  to  be  as:diftinguifliabk  from  the 
Irifh  of  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth  century,   as  the 
langi:iage  of  Chaucer  and  Spencer, from  .the  com;-, 
pofitions  of.  prefcnt    times.      And:   ihdeed   the 
matter  of  thefe  laws  feeois  to  bear  ftroag  internal 
marks  of  antiquity.     They  never i  once   mention 
foreigners  or  foreign  fepts  fettled  in  Ireland.   They 
abound  in  regulations   for  bartering  goods  ;  they 
rate  all  payments  and  amerciaments  by  cattle  an4 
other   commodities,    in  the  place  of  which  the 
comment,  as  if  incompliance  with   a;  change  of 
manners,,  fubftitutes  gold    and    filver   taken   by 
weight ;  they  take  not  the  leaft  notice   of  coined 
money,  which  was  -introduced  into  Ireland  by  the 
Scandinavian  invaders,  and  became  coninion  among 
the  Iri{h    fepts  foon  after   the  fettlement  of  the 
Engliflh     They   mentioned  the  triennial   aflem- 
blies,  and  convention  at  Taltion,  and  ordain  that 
no   debts  (hall  be  demanded  or  enforced  by  any 
legal  proceedings  during  thefe  meetings.     Htece 
it  feems  not  improbable  that  thcfe'  fragments  are 
part  of  a  compilation  of  laws  whicb>  OTlagherty 
tell  lis,  were  made  by  three  brethren  (vrhom  he 
names)  in  the  eighth  century.     But  wheheVcr  they 
were  made,  or  traft'fcribed;  they  certainly  exhibit 
a  lively  pitfture  of  the  liiatiners  and  cuftoms^of  the 
Irilh  in  early  times,  and  ferve  to  corre^  fome  ^e^- 
rours  of  their  own,  as  Well  as  of  English  writers. 
The  reader  willexcufe  this  dfgreffion  ;  as  it  ifi  a 
neceflary  introdu(ftion  to  what  appears  proper  td 
be  mentioned  under  another  head.  -     * 


O  F 
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AND  here  I  muft  again  premife,  that  I  can- 
not enter  into  a  copious'  detail  of  every 
particuhf. :  rSfeti^e  ^ to  the  ancient  manners  of  a 
people  wh6f^'hi'ftory  ftill  continues  dark,  doubtful, 
and  deformed/  I'meart  to  confine  myfelf  princi- 
pally to  thoffe  particulars  which  may  illuftrate  my 
immediate  fubjeft. 

If  we  en(j[uire  into  the  manners  of  the  ancient 
Irifh  from  Englifh  writers^  we  find  their  reprefen- 
tations  odious  ^nd  difeufting:  if  from  writers  of 
their  own  race,  they  frequently  break  oufintb  the 
moft  animated  encomiums  of  their  great  anceftors. 
The  one  can  fcarcely  alfow  them  any  virtue  ;  the 
other,  in  *heit^enthufiaftic  ardour,  can  fcarcely 
difcover  the*  ieaft  inlperfeftion  in  their  hws^ 
government,  or  manners:  The  hiftorian  of  Eng- 
land foiwe times  regards  them  as  the  moft  deteftable, 
and  contemptible  of  the  hUman  race.  The  cinti- 
quary  of  Ireland  raifei  them  to  an  illuftrious 
eminence,  above  all  other  European  people.  Yet, 
when  we  examine  their  t'ecords,  without  regard  to 
legendary  tales  Of  poetic  fiftions,  we  find  them, 
even  in  their  moft  brilliant  periods,  advanced  only 
to  an  imperfedt  civilization,  a  ftate  which  exhibits 
the  moft  ftriking  inftances  both  of  the  virtues  and 
the  vices  of  hum-cinity.  We  have  already  feen  the 
more  general  divifions  of  the  ifl^nd  ;  the  princes  of 
the  fcveral  provinces ;  and  the  monarch  chofen  to 
prefide  over   the.  whole  colledlion  of  dynafties. 
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The  dignity  of  this  monarch  was  fupported  by 
tributes  paid  by  inferiQur  princes,  at  leaft  from  the 
time  that  Meath  ceafed  to  be  his  peculiar  appenage. 
They  were  paid  in  eyety  kind  of  cattle,  mantles, 
ploaths,  ana  qtenfils,  irtot  as  tributes  of  bondage 
fay  the  old  records,  but  as  benevolences  granted 
in  return  for  the  be^pfit?  <?f  his  laiwa~:and  the 
benedidions  of  his  clergy,  ITet  th^  number  an4 
quality  of  the  tributes  tp  bic  paid  by  every  iftferiour 
dynafty  were  accurately  ^fccrtained. .  Th#  mop^r^^ 
on  his  part  was  bound  to  purchafe  th^  fervice  anfi 
attachmjent  of  his  inferiours,  by  large  donations  of 
kine,  flieep,  horfes,  fwine,  arms,  fnantles,driaking- 
cups,  of  which  every  chieftain  claimed  his  particu- 
lar portion,  and  in  return  .was  bqund  to  entertain 
the  monarch  in  his  pro^refsf ,  for  a  fUted  tiflie,.and 
to  attend  him  for  fome  certain  days  or  months, 
ai|d  no  Ipnger,  ii?  his  miJikary  oxpedi^iqn^f 

Sucif  i«,  the  account  oolkded  from  an  old  Irifh 
record  called  *•  the  Book  of  Tribute^/'  The 
obligati<?ns  o^  the  monarch  and  his  fiitjccas  were 
mutuai ;  each  had  their  rights  defined  ;  and  each 
lived  in  perpetual  jealoufy  of  the  encroachments  of 
the  other.  The  fadiops  cafily  devifed  pretences 
for  with-holding  tribute  from  the  monarch  ;  the 
monarch,  in  this  cafe,  could  fleek  redrefe  only  by 
peaking  war  upon  his  fubjeds.  If  the  prefents 
demanded  by  every  inferior  prince  were  denictl, 
delayed,  or  not  exadly  proportioned  to  his  clainw^ 
he  refufed  his  fervices.  The  monarch  was  left  to 
the  refources  of  his  hereditary  province ;  and  in 
the  moft  dangerous  emergencies  was  frequently 
without  any  army*    Hence  fudden  revolutions, 

and 
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^ni  tragical  cata^ophe^;  the  effo&s  of  pridetambiT 
lioojfe  4nd?  refexjitment,  Even  when  the  military  iier- 
yke  was  perfo^ined,  chiei^ins  inuft  hav^  oftentiiHes 
marched  tq  the  ficM^^  with  ^  fecret  indifiereace  or 
diO;afte  to  the  cau|e  tn  which  they  were  enpg^di 
and  tliefe  they  cgiMy  coB^triy^^  to  propagate  ^mong 
their  folloiwer&t  Hence*  ip.  the  liour  ©f  ddnger^ 
they  fce<|ueptly  fled  on  th«  fiffl:  attacks  of  which 
we  (hall  bei:aaftef  fiod  f^veral  inftances.  Mcn» 
who  at  other  time$  difplay  f«<?h  infrepidityj^  could 
fcarcely/  .yield  with  fo  much  cafe  ^iid  apparent 
indifference^  if  they  had  not  thoqght  th^ir  iftt^reft 
and  theic  honour  totally  :  unconcerned  .  in:  the 
quarrel  j  if  they  had  not  hc^h  difcontented  with 
their  kader  i.  and  their  leader  too  weak  to  r^ftr^iit 
or  pimi(k  them.  At  kafti  this  ffcems  a  raprc 
yreafonable  account  of  fuch  .  appeaf  ances,  than 
recurring  to  the  charge  of  national  cov^ardice,  a  ' 
vice  fcarcely  ti>  be  expected  among  a  rude  and  tur* 
bulent»  though  not  a  barbarous  people*  But  if 
we  f^ippofe  th^  colled:ed  forces  of  the  monarch  the 
mo^  favourably  afFeded  to  his  interefts,  ftill  an 
arPfiy*  hoi^nd  to  ferve  only  for  a  feafbn,  .«^ght 
pC'Cye  fu|B^i?nt  for  fome  fliort  incurfionfi  into  a 
febcttipu«  province  ;.  but  foreigners^,  who  might 
pouc  gradua%  into  Ireland  fojr  frttlemcnts,  ot 
conqueft,  w^renotto  be  cxtCTminated  by  a  teax-* 

porary  militia, 

»        .  *       ■ 

The  power  and  government  of  a  provincial,  king 
were  exactly  fimiilar  to  thofe  of  the  monarch.  His 
fuccejHbr  or  Tainift  was  ekifted  in  his  lifertime ; 
he  received  tributes  from  inferior  chieftains,  paid 
fcr  their  fervices,  was  entertained  in  his  vifitations 
and  attended  by  them  in  his   wars.     Inferiour 
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topai-dhs- governed  their  T«fpe<^ivc  Siftridls  in*  the 
fame,  manner :  and  to  thfefe  iagain  a  number  of  lords 
were  fubordihatfc,  tthb  d Welt  in  fheif  Riaths,  as 
they  were^aillfedi  ^orencloftifesof  a  dwelling- houfe 
and  offices  ^  -  parcielfed  biirt  lartds  to  their  inferioiirs, 
who  again  pofTeflcd  fhteir  fifriall0r  Rath§>  and  com- 
manded a  fmaller  ^  niStober  of  dependents.  In 
thefe  petty- focieties  we  ihay^  view  the  Imanners  of 
tht  Iriflimot-e  diftin<ai^*-  No  man  was  bound  to 
continue  in  them  longer  than  he  found  it  ndceflary 
for  his  intereft.  Oh  hisadmiffion,he  took  the  name 
of  th^^ chieftain  or  Filth  a^  he  was  called  ;  on  hi^ 
d^kth;^  oi*  departure,  *  a  new  partition  was  rtiade  of 
all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  particular  diftrid:, 
by  virtue  of  the  *law  of  «*  Gavel^kind/'  as  the 
Englifh  called  it.  Through  the  whole  country  the 
tenure  of  lands  determmed  with  the*  life  of  the 
poffefJbr;  and  as  the  crimes  ormisforturies^of  men 
frequeiltiy  forced  them  from  one  tribe  to  another, 
property  was.  externally  flu^tuatirig  5  apd  new  par- 
titions of  lands  made  ^Imoft  daily,  Henc?,  the 
cultivation  of  grounds  was  only  in  prbportion  to 
the  irtimediate  demands  of  riaturey  and^the^  tributes 
to  be  paid  to  fuperlours.  And  whatever  magni-t 
ficient  ftrudlures  might^  have  bden  fredted  fof 
occafions  of  ftate,  or  for  religious  worfhip,  it  is 
certain  that  both  Prim^es  and  people  dwelt  iri  houfes 
flightly  compofed  of  hurdles.  .    :      . 

Among  a  ryde  p^ple>  hofpitality  was  i  a  prin- 
cipal virtue.  It*  was  enjoined  by  law  :  and  as 
neither  Lords  nor  tenaivt^  were  bound  to  each  other, 
as  the  whole  trib^imigHt  migrate  -  to  *fome  more 
favourable  diftridt,  the  BVehon  inftif&tefii  exprefsly 
enjoin  that  no  Rath  fhali  break  up   Suddenly,  left 
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the  traveller  Hi^ovld  be  difappointed  of  his  expeded 
Feceptipn.  But  neither  the  duties  to  be  received 
by  th^  lord,  ppr  the  entertainment  he  was  to  ex- 
pert frpm  his  inferiours,  vrere  determined  by  his 
arl?itr^ry  wiU  and  pleafqre.  They  were  propor^ 
tione^  (p  the  benefit^  received  from  him^  and 
^certained  by  the  laws  :  fo  that  the  lord  could 
exa<3:  his  Cp^ering>  his  Cuddies^  his  Bonnaughf^ 
,  names  denoting  particular  mpdes  of  proviiion  for 
the  tepiporary  fvpport  of  hinifelf  and  his  atten* 
dantsj  and  which  in  later  times  were  found  ib 
■grevious,  and  fo  feverely  condemned,  under  the 
denoa)}pations  of  **  Coyne  and  livery/'  Even  the 
loweft  of  the  people  clamed  reception  and  refrefli-^ 
ment,  by  an  aln^oft  perfect  right :  and  fo  incffccm 
tual  is  the  flpx  of  many  centuries  to  efface  the 
ancient  manners  of  a  people,  that  at  this  day  the 
wandering  beggar  enters  the  houfe  of  a  farmer 
Qf  gentlemaiVf  with  as  much  eafe  and  freedom 
a$  an  ipmate^  The  benevolent  fpirit  of  Chrifti- 
anity  ferved  to  enforce  and  countenance  foch  man* 
ners.  **  The  moft  holy  men  of  heaven,"  fay  the 
Irifli  l>iws,  **  were  remarkable  for  hofpitality ;  and 
•^  the  Gpfpel  comn^ands  us  to  receive  the  fojoumer, 
"  to  entertain  him,  and  tp  relieve  kk  wantt."* 

Th'ssie  laws  not  only  provide  againft  murder, 
rapes,  ?4\»ltery,  theft,  robbery;  but  fuch  crimes 
^  vc  not  generally  cognizable  by  human  tribunals; 
fuch  a^flauder,  ^-btaring,  ordilrefpeA  to  fa* 
periQu^^*  JPut  at  this  dav  it  wfll  not  be  regarded  as 
a  diftingwihing  mftr^  of  barbarity  that  the  moft 
outrageQu«  i^^nct^  vfcte  puniihable  ,  only  by  in 
BKIC  pr  gnflt  That  for  murder  was  Co  be  paid 
by  d}is  perp«(tr«i^  QT  his  faitiily,  to  the  fon,  or 
felatioDS  nth^.  dgf^ft^i  a&4^  j^pottiou  to  their 
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degrees  of  confanguinity ;  that  for  adultcrj-i  [to^ 
the  hufband  of  the  offender,  by  her  fdther  or 
ilearell:  relations  ;  or;' if  a  bond-woman>  by  the 
tribe  which  entertained  her,  or  by  the  church 
which  fhe  ferved.  The  iiiceftuous  perfon  not  only 
paid  his  Er;c,  but  was  inftahtly  expelleU  from  ^is 
tribtJ  TM or  could  any  man  be  admitted  into  a 
new-tribe,  Until  he  had  paid  Eric  for  all  offences 
wHat^vcr  Committed  in  his  former  refidence.  The 
fine  paid'  to  a  fon  for  the  murder  of  his  father  was 
fatea  '  at  ^feven  Ctimhah\  as  they  were  called,  or 
twenty-orife  kind  Hence  we  may  form  a  judgment/ 
of /the  lenity  of  their  penal  laws  in  other  inftances* 
Tlte  pfbperty  and  fecurity  of  woods,  the  regula- 
tion of  Vater-couries,' but  above  all  the  property 
d(\h6t^^ot\  Tivhich  depended  the  principal  beverage 
of  ^he  people/  were  guarded  by  a  number  of  mi- 
rttlte  infHtutibris,  which  breathe  a  fpirit  of  equity 
^nd/htfm,anity,  '  We  are?  not  to  wonder  that  a 
people,  ^"^  acfcuflomed  to  the  refinements  found  in 
t1l0r6vc^h;lav^^s,  fhould  be  pronounced  of  all  others 
tht^gteatefi:  lovers  of  jufticc.  This  is  the  h'onour- 
sfclS  tertihioriy  of  fir  John  Davis  and  lord  Goke. 
With 'fhaihe  we  muft  cJonfefs,  that  they  were  not 
taught  thislovcf  of  jufticfel^y  thefirflEnglifh  fettlers. 

'^'MoiRYpON,  in  hts  itaVels,  informs  xk  that  an 
IrifH  Hiitiftain  with  brs  fa'iiiily ^and  'attendants  fat 
roilnd 'his^fil^,  n^k^d:    'Thfere  is  .litt^e-doulyt'•'"but' 
th^t  ip'tHereign of-  EHzitfeth,  evenfhfe'tlcl  WatiVbi- 
had  degendrat?d,  aiid  that  the  Wars  df  feveral  cen-; 
tdvith  niid  i^iic^'tfifem'toa  rtate  iriferiouf ; to  that 
ifi'.Which.'thfe  EH^^-'RSlirid  them  in' the  days  of, 
Hfc%-'fli^^etorid:'  -^^Yt-f  Ihfe  faft  is  totafly  incre- 
dW)!^'.- -m'  dlmatd^f Ireland  muft-^at/aU  times 
laVe  if6rctd-^ffitt  'a^R^  to)«reu9  to^  ftiile  <6V^ri[n^, 
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even  in  their  retired  chiiribers.  Irifti/writers  mi-* 
nutely  defcribe  the  ancient  drefs  of  their  cGfuntry, 
the  veft,  the  trowfe,  the  mantle^  the  ertormous 
linen  fleeves  dyed  with,  fafFron,  the  brhahients  of 
their  women,  and  the  crowns  of  their  kirtjgs.  The 
fragments  of  their  laws,  an  authority  lels  in fpici- 
ous,  regulate  the  prices  of  drefs  for  all  orders  and 
degrees ;  they  ordain  that  wive^  who  bring  no 
dowry  (including  even  queens)  fhall  be  reftraincd 
in  the  expcnce  of  their  apparel ;  they  afcertain 
the  prices  of  needle-work,  embroidery,  and  other 
ornaments.  But  if  the  women  were  attentive  to 
adorn  their  perfons,  the  men  afFetfted  rather  a  war- 
like a{pe<ft  :  their  thick  beards,  and  great  whifkcrs, 
their  glibbs  or  bufhy  hair  hanging  carclefs  over 
their  vifage^  joined  with  an  athletic  body,  gave 
them  a  fierce  and' even  hideous  appearaiiee. 

«  The  fongs  of  the  bard,"  faith  lord  Lyttleton, 
«<  had  ufually  more  power .  to  incite  and  enflamc, 
**  than  the  mufic  of  the  haip  to  foften  or  mitigate 
«*  the  ferocity  of  the  chief:  fo  that  even  this  recre- 
«.*  atioxi,  which  feems  to  indicate  fomething  gentle 
**  and  approaching  fo  polrtpnefs  in  the  temper  of 
**  the  Irifh,  contributed  to  keep  up  that  turbulent 
"  fpirit,  avcrfe  to  ord^r  and  peace,  whicli  no  prince 
**  or  legiflator  that  thejii;:  cpvmtry  jcver  produced  had 
**  fufficient  {kill  to  qontroul.*'  The  obfervation  is 
fully  verified,  by  the^  hiftofy  of  this^  people*      v 

Of  ail  the  cuftoms  of  the  Iriih,  thatof  Fos- 
terage,, as.  it  is  called,/ hath  been  a  particular 
fubjedt  of  fpeculatioa.  iXhcir  writeb  genw-ally 
agree,  that  children  i^erc'itiutiially  given,  fromi^ 
different  families,  to  be'inurfcd  and  bred  up  in 
others  ;  and  that  infeciotu^si. inftcad :  oif  cxpeiting 
apy  reward  for  their  care,  purchafcd  the  honour  of 
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fpftering  the  children  of  the  rich*  Hence,  we 
are  told,  a  ftrifter  connection  and  confederacy  were 
fornied  between  different  families  and  different 
tribes.  There  is  no  doubts  but  that  children  bred 
from  their  infancy  together^  in  the  fame  family,. 
under  the  fame  parental  care,  in  the  fiame  iports 
and  occupations,  with  minds  untainted  by  pride, 
^nd  inattentive  to  worldly  diflindions,  copddered 
each  other  as  real  brethren,  and  contraded  warm 
afiedtions,  which  time  could  not  extinguifh  :  th^ 
they  regarded  their  fofterers  with  a  filial  reverence ; 
and  were  oftentimes,  through  life,  attended  by 
the  childcen  of  thefe  foflerers  with  a  zealous  and 
fleady  attachment.  But  I  cannot  allow  that  fofler* 
age  was  purpofcly  d^vifed  by  politicians  to  produce 
thefe  efFcils,  that  there  was  a  mutual  exchange  of 
children,  or  any  mutual  alliances  intended  or  con- 
certed by  fuch  an  exchange.  The  Brehon  laws 
feem  to  intimate,  that  foflering  was  the  occupation 
of  thofe  whofe  inferiour  condition  rendered  them 
incapable  of  doing  other  fervices  to  the  public. 
•*  No  man,"  fay  they,  **  ihall  in  any  cafe  be  en- 
•*  tifled  to  ERIC,  but  he  who  pays  tribute  or  fos- 
••  TERs:  and  in  their  injundions  on  all  orders 
•*  of  womep,  their  exprdlion  is,  from  the  queen 
^*  to  the  FosTERESS."  So  far  are  the  fragments 
of  thefe  laws  from  favouring  the  notion  that  the 
honour  of  breeding  children  was  ever  purchafed, 
that  they  are  exadt  in  afcertaining  the  wages  that 
ihall  be  paid  to  foflerers  in  proportion  to  the  time 
that  children  continue  under  their  c^ffe,  and  the 
inflrudions  they  have  received  :  nor  do  they  omit 
the  prices  which  the  feveral  maflers  may  demand 
firom  the  appointments  of  a  foflerer.  And  here 
diey  difcover  the  fecret  of  a  complete  Irifh  edu** 
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eatton ;  « leaft  for  thofe  of  the  middle  ranks  of 
life.  The  youth  in  his  ftate  of  fofterage  was  not 
employed  in  a  tedious  and  painful  practice  of  vari- 
ous form«  and  meafurcs  of  pdetry,  as  we  are  fome- 
times  told  :  the  fyftim  of  his  education  was  more 
ufcful,  and  indeed  riiore  honourable.  He  was 
inftruSed  in  the  ttiahagement  of  cattle ;  in  huf* 
bandry  and  tillage  ;  in  navigation^  which  the  laws 
diftinguilh  into  the  higher  and  lower,  but  without 
cxplainitag  the  difference ;  and  laftly,  in  the  know* 
ledge  of  letters,  or  reading,  as  the  loweft  part  of 
^education. 

In  a  word,  it  appears  from  all  their  legal  infti- 
tutions  yet  difcovered,  that  the  Irifh,  in  their  ftate 
ofgreateft  cfcmpofure,  were  indeed  by  no  means 
barbarous,  but  far  from  that  pcrfcd  civility  which 
their  enthuiiaftic  admirers  fometimes  deifcribe  as 
their  peculiar  charaiftcriftic.  They  cultivated  thofe 
arts  of  peace  which  Aibfift  among  a  people  ftran*^ 
gcrs  to  extenfive  commerce,  or  the  refinements  of 
an  opulent  and  luxurious  age.  Rights  were  ac- 
curately defined  in  their  focieties,  and  the  pebple 
might  have  been  imprej^  with  an  habitual  love 
of  juflice  ;  but  their  fenfc  of  injuries  v^as,  in  pro- 
portion, lively ;  and  their  paltions  irritable.  Rc- 
drefs, ,  in  many  cafes^  wafe  only  to  be  obtained  by 
force  ;  and  to  force  ^  they  perpetually  recurred. 
Their  boafted  triennial  affemblies  do  not  appear  to 
have  ever.ferved  the  purpofe  of  a  ftrict  and  peace- 
able connexion  between  the  different  inhabitants 
of  a  country,  which  for  many  ages  had  full  leilure 
for  improvement.  The  influence  of  their  monarchs 
was  weak;  their  power  negledted,  controuled,  and 
refitted.  The  provinces,  and  even  the  inferiour 
fepts  into  which  the  iflahd  was  parcelled,  lived  in 
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a  kiiad  of.  federal  union  with .  each  other  ;  whicfe^ 
the  pride,  theinjuftice,  the  ambition,  the  avarice^ 
the  reycAge  of  different  chieftains  were  eyer  ready 
to  interrupt.  Their  hiftories  record  the  effeds  of 
thefc  dangerous  paffions  :^  the  vir^pe^  of  .private  life 
are  not  generally  the  iubjcdt  of  biftory..  An 
impartial  aiid  ijnprejudicea  epquirer;  may  ftill 
difcover  many  traces  of  thq  equity,  the  reditude, 
the  benevolence,  and  getierofity  of  the  ancient 
Irifli  in  their  different  fepts.  But  men  of  other 
countries  fomctimes  judge  of  ?heip  precipitately, 
from  a  flight  infpedlion  of  their  futile  hiilorians, 
or  from  carelefs  or  malicious  mifreprefentation^ 
Thus  we  are  told,  that  '^  the  Irifh  from  the 
•*  beginning  of  time  had  been  buried  in  the  moft 
*'  profound  barbarifmancf ignorance/'  that  "  they 
'^  were  diftinguiflied  only  by  thofe  vices,  to  which 
**  human  nature,  not  tamed  by  education,  nor 
**  reftpained' by  kws,  is  forever  fubjedl  j"  that 
**  the  mofl  fimple  arts  of  life,  even  tillage-  and 
*'  agriculture,  were  almoft  wholly  unknawn  aihong 
'*  them."  The  people,  thus  traduced,  exqlaimi 
with  indignation,  that^  no  bpain-fick-monk,  in 
'  days  of  darknefs  and  ifepcrftition,  ever  betriiyed 
fuch  credulity  as  appears  in  thefe  affertions^  They 
are  indeed  well  difpofed  to  i  isctort  this  i  feverily  j 
but  the  Irifh  haye  no  philofophical  hiftoriaa,.    ^  [ 


OFT  H^  :  V.  i: 

I  N  V  AS  I O  N  S  of  I  R  E  L  A  El>.,i . 

Previous  to  the  Reign  of  Henry   th^  8«:c<5!Nlb, 

IT  hath  been  already  obferyed,  that  the.teniporary 
armies  of  the    Irifli    were  not   calculated  f6r 
repelling  a  foreign  invafion.  And^roni  tji^  jnpmenf 

.';.'''**"/    '  '        '     '  ''     that 
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that  they  came  to  contend;  with  any  other  jenj^mies 
but  thofe<)f,  their  own  ifland,  they.cxperiei>ced  tb^ 
eflFc^s  of  their  internal  weaknefs  and  /difurijipn,  ap 
well  ^s  their  inferiority  in  the  art  of  war,..  .3pde 
informs  us,  that  in  the^yca^-fix  hundred  and»eighty7 
ibur, ;  the  general  of  Egfr^d^  kingof  Northumber-- 
land,  in^de  a  defcent  on.keland.  But,  inftead  of 
inentioning  any  gallant  rcfiftance  iliade  by, the 
natives,'  he  infinuates,  that  they  triifted  more  tp 
prayer  Jhah  arms :  and  in  the  plaintive  ftyle  of 
compaffion  laments  the  miferable  havoc  of  a  people, 
inoifenfive,  and  ever  raioft  friendly  to  the  Engl iflit 

But  Jreland  experienced  a  ftill  more  formidable 
invafion,  when  the  Danes,  Norwegians,  and  other 
Scandinavian  adventurers  began  to  rove  in  fearch 
of  new  fettlements-  The  Irifli '  called  theni  by 
the  general  names  of  Normans,  and  Galls  or 
foreigners.  '  They  diftinguifhed  their  J3articular 
tribes  l?y  thofe  of  Duff-galls,  Fin-galls,  (blacl^ 
and  whit^  foreigners)  and  Danfhir  or  Danes.  The 
Englifli  called  them  colledlively  Oftmeii  or  Eaft- 
men.  Their  piratical  expeditions  wejre  commenced 
about  the  end  of  the  eighth  century.  Their  affo- 
ciatiohs  were  gradually  enlarged  i  ancJthtir  exciir- 
fions  became  more  and  more  alarming.  They 
infeftcd  England;  they  threatened  France,  and 
Charles  tbe  Great  fouiid  it  neceflary'to  fit  out  a 
great  navy  tqf  the  fecli'rity  of  his  coafts.  /  Ireland 
■was  weak  and  *  improvident  i  and  the  country 
inviting  to  thefe  foreigners'".  At  this  time,  we  are 
told,  that  the  monarchical  power  in  Ireland  Was 
enjoyed  *  iri '  alternate  fucceffion,  by  two  branches 
of  what  was  called  theHy-Nial  race,  .the  northern 
houfe  of  Tirone,  and  the  foutherh  or  Clah-Cohuan,- 
'         ■  *    feated 

A  0*Connor'8  DifTert.  ^         , 
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fcated  in  Meath  ;  that  the  power  of  Ae  mt>n&TCh 
was  remarkably  Weakened,  the  inferiobr  dynafties 
fadtious  and  affuming  j  blit  that  thfc  btilfe  of  the 
political  conftitutioA  wfere  cotredJed.  by  the  reve- 
rence paid  to  religion  and  Iciarning^  that  the 
people  were  happy,  and  the  country  tefpedlcd,  A 
iiew  fcene  of  affairs  was  foon  to  be  difcloied. 

The  firft  invafions  of  the  Danes  were  made,  in 
fmall  parties,  for  the  fake  of  plunder^.  They 
were  attacked  and  repelled,  by  the  provincial 
chieftain  whofe  dominions  were  infcfted.  Other 
parties  appeared  in  different  quarters  of  the  illahd, 
terrified  the  inhabitants  by  the  havoc  which  they 
committed;  were  again  oppofed,  again' put  to 
flight,  and  again  repeated  their  barbaroiis  inciit- 
fions.  The  Iriifh  thus  harrafTed  for  twenty  years, 
continued  their  local  contefts,  without  forming  any 
fcheme  of  nati6nal  union  agaihfl:  the  common 
enemy.  The  northern  pirates,  either  by  force  or 
treaty,  gradually  obtained  fome  fmall  ftttlements 
in  Ireland;  and  at  length  TVrges,  or  Turgefius, 
a  warliie  Norwegian,  landed  with  a  powerful 
armament  in  the  year  815.  He  divided  his  fleet 
and  army,  in  order  to  ftrike  terrour  in  different 
quarters.  His  followers  were  indulged  in  every 
fpecies  of  outrage  that  might  drive  the  inhabitants 
to  defpair :  they  pillaged,  they  burned,  they  maf- 
facred,  without  regard  to  fex,age,or  character;  and, 
of  all  others,  the  clergy  were  perfecflted  by  thefe 
pagans  with  efpecial  fury.  The  Danes  of  Ireland* 
flocked  to  the  flandard  of  Tnrges ;  and  while  the 
Irifh  were  ftill  infatuated  by  their  private  competi- 
tions, the  invader  feated  himfelf  at  Armagh,  from 
which  he  expelled  the  clerey,  and  lived  on  their 
lands    in    all   the   ftate  of  fovereignty.      Other 

foreigners, 
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fbreignersi,  encouraged  by  his  fuctefs^  atleiftptfcd  f o 
ihare  his  idvantages :  but  Turges  was  now  £0 
pawerAil  as  to  repel  diem.  The  Iriib,  after  foocic 
iil-coitccrted  ihd  anfticb€6ful  efFbrts^  foilk  gradiH- 
ally  into  a  ftate  of  abjed  fubihiflion  ;  and  the 
nordiern  leader^  after  a  refidence  of  tfairtjr  years  in 
Ireland,  was  at  length  proclaimed  monarch  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  irifh  however  Ml  retained  fo  much  pride 
as  to  be  incenfed  at  thiis  Violence  to  the  right§  of 
their  ancient  princes ;  and  the  government  of  the 
lifurper  was  to  the  laft  degree  odious  and  fcvere. 
The  annalifts  defcribe  the  opprefiions^  the  extor- 
tions, theinfolence  of  the  Northerns,  in  themofl 
affedling  colours,  but  particularly  their  rage  againft  • 
learning  and  religion,  the  dellrudion  of  all  fcmi- 
naries   and   religious   houfesi    with   their  books, 
utenfils  and  furniture,  arid  the  ex;pulfion  of  their 
clergy  to  foreign  countries,  or  to  fome  miferable 
retreats  in  Ireland.  Their  defcriptions  may  poffibly 
be  exaggerated,  in  order  to  juftify  the  cataftrophe 
of  Turges  and  his  Northerns.    The  old  Irifli  fpirit 
at  length  revived.     Melachlin,  prince  of  Meath, 
in  a  time  of  apparent  peace,  trontrived  to  feiae  the 
ufurper.  ]  Thus  the  old  annalifts'record  the  event, 
without  the  poetical  embellifhments  of  later  times. 
The  joyful  intelligence  was  in  an  inihnt  fpread 
through  Ireland.     The  Danes  were  every  where 
furpriled  by  a   fudden  infurr^dtion,  maflacred,  or 
difperfed ;  their  leader  condemned  to  death  for  his 
cmelties,  and  the  fentence  executed,  by  plunging 
him  into  a  lake. 

The  foreigners  were  thus  reduced  to  a  ftate  of 
fubjeaion,  but  not  exterttiihated.  When  the  firft 
tage  of  indignation  and  refentment  had  fxrbfidcd. 
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the  Idih  fdifFered  thbtr  leniains  to  continue  in  the 
iflalKi  as  ftibjcds  'and  tributaries  to  piahicular 
chicFttutoS;  t  Anew  cJoloDyi  arrived  under  the  con- 
du<a  of '  Amlavfc  Sitriikiaiid  Jvar.  Thjqr :  pix>fcflcd 
the  moil  ^  peaceaNe  anitentions^  and  promifed  to 
enrich  ,  the  country^  by:  .their  commerce^  They 
w^re-rcceivcd ;  and  thb  Iri(h^  with :  an. .  infatuated 
policy,  fufFered  them  to  become  abfoluteiinafters 
of.  Dublin,  Limerick,  Waterford,  ^nd  other  ma- 
ritirtie '  pUdfes,  which  they  gradually  enlarged  and 
fortified 'with  fuch  wofKs'^^iis'  -were -unknown  to 
the  Iriflt ;  and  in  whith^they  ^  lay  fecurely,  ready 
to  'recdve  reinforcements  from  their  ^  original 
cotfiitiy.  !Their  powet  enptcafed  imperceptibly, 
for.  they  were  a  w^irlike  ahd  conlmercial  people. 
And  the  Iriih,  in  their  pride  and  fupinlefej'  their 
feuds /and  diftraAiohs,  fuffercd  them -to- extend 
their  territories,  until  they  again  threatened  to  dif- 
putd  the  fovereignty  of  the  whole  iflihd.  They 
were  attacked,  defeaffed,  yet  ftillfubfifted,' carried 
oh  their  commerce,,  knd;  like  othei'  particular 
fepts,  forafetimes  acknowledged  the  Superiority  of 
their  ;;ifeighbours,  fometimes  -  maintained  their 
independence  3  were  not  fubdued  by  tumultuous 
incurfibns, '  nor  cotifiderably  reduced 'by  cafual 
rhi^fbrtiines  in  the  fields,  *  We  are  told  Indeed,  that 
about  the  year  863,  the  Danes  were  totally  defeated 
and  driven  from  Ireland^  'Yet  fcarcely  have  the 
Irifh  annalifts  found  leifure  to  detail  the  anions  of 
Cormac,  the  reverend  iahd  learned  prelate  who  filled 
the  throne  of'Munfter,  when  they  again  Tctfirn  to 
the  contefts  of  CeallacHan  with  the  Danes;  ami  thd 
romantic  adventures  of  this  Irifli  prince.   •   '  ^   -  ' 

But   thq  hiftory^of  tliefe  'northcrp  foreigner^ 
feems  tVhavjp  been  reUte^d^  by  tlic  Iri(hi 
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ju>d   w^th  a  ftudied  pbfcurjty.^    The  vidtqries  of 
their   countrymen,  and;  the  jui^o^tunes,;  as  well 
as  the  ferocity   of   thefq  ^^reir  xivals,  they  were 
naturally  temgted  to.  exaggerate.     It   i& -ey^d^nti 
that  through  the  various'  revolutions  of  (Quie  :9je|i- 
turies  they  continued  a  very   p9werful,    aud-  were 
Sometimes,  the  moft  di^ii3g4Jiil[ji>ed  fept  of  Irelai><}i 
They  enibr^qcd  Chrifti^nUy  ab^ut  the   ye^r .9*4,8. 
And  their  fcttlqinent.wa^fo  well  eftabUihed,, ,and 
their  coafequei^pe  fo  conft^ef s^bje,  tj^at  they  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  th^.n^igtbouring  couptfieis. 
A  charter  of  king  Edgw,  datc;d  at  Glpuc^fter .  in 
the    year  964,  purports, :  that    this   prfpce  jiftd 
*'  conquered  thp  greatef^  part  of  Ireland,  jtog?th^f 
^' with  its  mpft    noble   city  qf    DubKp/'.    The 
aiiatic,  ftyle  pf  tbis  charter,  ^  aipfi   jthe  iiJenpe,  of 
EngliCh,  as  well    as   of, .Jriflj  |?yinal?,  renders,  its 
authenticity  jfiftly  fufpeiaedf^^  the  dif*- 

tin.^.Hon^wjith  which  .thf  city  of  Dublin  i§  men- 
tioned iri  this  record,  it  ^s  evident,  that  the  frapier 
Oi  If  f  )rn;ie^  his  idfas, of  .Ireland  from  theyDapifii 
cr  O  l.ni^^luttlcments^.  Dublin  had  ntycfybpf^i^ ^ 
pi.cv.;ij  notf,  pr  regari^ed  even;.as  the.  capi^^I  q^ 
Lcinilcr.if^  ^tm^r  times. :  But  however  the  author 
rity'of  thif^^jbarter  may  be  rcjefted,-  it,  vyftSJibp 
policy  of  EdgajT  to  keep  the  foreign  Danes  inaw^e'; 
md  his  fleets  fpigh^;  have  vifit^  their  n)f«'iti«ne 
Cities  in  If  ejan^  y  if  not  to  ^cpqquer,  at .  Je^ft  *  to 
intimidatei  tjiem,,  and  to  e^a(St  .fomc  token  ofj  \l^w 
fubmiflic^n,  The  coj  JefS^fire  feems  to  receiy/e  ,^t»Q 
countenance  frpm  a  coin  q^  ptfjdred  the  iSjsippadj 
in  the  coUedion  of  Trinity  College  Dublin,  evi- 
dently-ilrwck  in  this  di^yi  audi  poffibly /ifitended 
as  tributeHnnpney  :  :not:to  mention  another  ctoin  ©f 
^dgat  foiind.in  Dublin,  with  the  nanae  of  a  minter 
pn  the  reverie,  evidently!  Idfh. '     .    ^    .        'The 
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THfe   ttioft  vigourous   and    dangerous  'enemy, 
whom  the  northern  foreigners  experienced  in  Ire* 
land,  Xvas  the  hero  fo  celebrated   in  the  annals  of 
this  country  by  the  name  of  Brian  Boromy. 
While  yet  general  to  his  brother  the  king  of  Mun- 
ftcr,  he  gave  tbetn  repeated  overthrows.     A  lon^ 
lift  fpent  with  honout  in  the  field  endeared   him 
to  his  countrymen,  who  on  the  death  of  his  brother 
called  him,  in  an  advanced  age  to  the   throne  of 
Munfter.     His  firft  care  was  to  avenge  the  death 
of  his    predfeceflbf,  who  had    been   killed  by  n 
chieftain  of  fome  note.     He  defeated  this  chicftaiti 
in  la  battk,  and  made  a  tefrible  execution  of  fifteen 
hundrfed  t)4hes  who  marched    to    his  affiftatice. 
Another  chieftain  oppoftd  him  with  another  rein- 
forcement of  Danes,  but  with  the  fame   fuccefs. 
The  tranquillity  of  hiis  province   was  th\is  efta- 
Wiflied ;  tht  foutheirh   moiety  of  the  ifland  ac- 
knowledged his- fovereignty  ;  and  when  the  Irilh 
and  EXahes  of  Leinfter  refufed  to  pay  him  tribute, 
he  marched  againft  them  at  the  head  of  his  re*- 
ndwhed   militia  formed   in  South  Munfter,   aijd 
known  by   the   title  of  the  invincible  tribe  of 
Dalcais.     He  besieged -and  ftormed  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  reduced  the  inhabitants  to  a  ftate  of 
due  fubordination.     The  fame  of  Brian  proved  an 
incentive  to  other  ptincefe  :  they  rofe  agi^inft  the 
Normanpower  in   other  quarters  of  the  ifland: 
and,  diflmisfied  at  the  inadivity  of  Malachy  their 
monarch,  they  dfcpofed  him,  and  raifed  the  illuf- 
trous  king  of  Munfter  to  this  ftation. 

Bria^  laboured  to  fujiport  his  new  dignity^ 
with  the  fpirit  of  a  veteran^  and  the  prudence  and 
moderation  of  a  man  advanced  beyoiMi.the  age  of 
feye/ity.      All   maferCodtents  were  fubdued   and 

teriificd. 
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terrified.  The  fadtious  were  conciliated  by  the 
equity  and  benignity  of  the  new  monarch.  They 
who  had  fufFered  in  times  of  commotion  were 
redrefled,  they  who  had  been  ejedted  from  their 
po0ei]&ons  by  the  foreigners  were  rcftored  j  they 
who  had  been  reduced  to  a  flate  of  bondage  were 
fet  at  liberty.  The  havoc  made  by  invaders  was 
repaired  ;  the  clergy  reftorcd  to  their  endow- 
ments; churches  and  religious  houfes  rofe  fud-- 
denly  from  ^heir  ruins ;  learned  feminaries  were 
re-eftabU0ied  and  enlarged ;  laws  were  reviewed, 
corrected,  and  ftridlly  enforced.*  Brian  was  now* 
preparing  to  crown  all  the  glorious  actions  of  his 
reign,  by  building  and  fitting  out  a  formidable 
navy,  to  ilrike  terrour  into  all  future  invaders  of 
tbeiHand,  when  the  Panes,  ftill  left  in  free  pofTe/- 
lion  of  the  maritime  cities,  invited  their  country- 
men to  their  affiftance.  The  neignbouring  Irilb* 
impatient  of  the  ancient  tribute  flill  exacted  by  the 
monarch,  readily  concurred  with  them ;  and  even 
encouraged  the  foreigners  to  aiiifl  in  their  infurrec- 
tion.  The  whole  province  of  t,einfter  fuddenly 
caught  the  flame  of  war,  and  called  Brian  to  the 
field  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  He  lived  to  be  a 
witnefs  of  the  valour  of  his  fon  Mortagh  in  the 
defperate  engagenient  of  ClontarfFe,  and  the  vidory 
of  his  troops.  The  fon  fell  in  the  field ;  the 
venerable  monarch,  we  are  told,  was  ilain  by  fome 
fugitives,  as  he  lay  unguarded  in  his  pavilion. 

By  the  death  of  Brian  Boromy,  the*  title  of 
monarch  reverted  to  Malachy,  or  Melachlin,  who 
had  been  depofed,  and  who,  with  a  fingular 
moderation,  lived  contented  with  his  own  province 
Meath,  acquiefcing  in  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
nation^  and  even  ferving  in  the  army  of  his  rival. 

His 
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Mis.  'misfortunes  taught,  him  the  neceffity  of  4 
vigburouS  adminiftration;  He  intimidated  and 
reftrain<ed  the  fadtious  chi'tiffains  ;  he  purfued  the 
Danes  with  feyerity ;  anH  the  Iriili  hiftofians  in  the 
bold  ftyle  of  hyperbole  aflure  us,  that  he  totally 
cxtinguiflied  their  |  ower.  Yet  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  they  ftiil  maintained  their  fettle- 
mentS  in  Ireland,  and  continued  a  diftin<ft  and 
powerful  fept.  Their  maritime  cities  were  gover- 
ned by  chieftains  whom  they  called  kirtgs ;  their 
^hur-ch  was  hiodelled  without  the  affiftance  of  their 
neighbours,  and  their  bifhops  remitted  for  confe- 
cratioh  to  the  primate  of  Canterbury/ 

They  had  the  more  leifure  to  ftrengthen  and 
enlarge  their  fettlements,  as  the  death  of  Malachy 
involved  the  Irifh  in    an  extraordinary  degree  of 
Confyfion.     The  alternate  fiicceflion  of  the   two 
i*oyal^hpufes  had  be:  n  interrupted  by  the  eleftion  of 
Brian  to  the  fovereign ty.   Animated  by  his  example, 
every  provincial  king  afpired  to  the  famfe  honour  : 
but,    among   the^  feveral    competitors,  Donchad, 
fon  of  Brian,  at  firfl  proved   the  moft  powerful* 
He  eftablifliedhis  aut'horify  in  thefouth,  and  prb-^ 
ceeded  to   enforce  it.  in' the    northern  moiety  of 
Ireland^    when    Turlogh    his    nephew    fuddenly 
ftarted'up,  by  encouragement  of  a  king  of  Leiftftcr, 
and  was  proclaimed,  monarch  by  his  faction.    The 
country  was  harraffed  by  their  cornpetitions ;  laws 
and  religion  loft  their  influence  ;  licerttioUfoefs  ^n^  . 
infjmoralixy  were  the   natural  attendants  of  local 
feuds  and  hoftilities"*.     Thefe  werp  the  tjimes,  fay. 
the   Irifti  writers,  in  which  Bernard   the  Monk  - 
gives  fuch  an  horrid  picStureof  Ireland.        , 

DoNCHAP  at  length  yielded  to  .the  fuperiour 
pov/cr  of  his  rivaL     In  the  anguifh  of  difappojinted 

ambition 
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ambition,  he  fled  to  Rome,  and  laid  hfscroxwi  at 
the  feet  of  the  holy  pontiflF,  promifing  to  inncft. 
him  with  the  fovereignty,  of  Ireland.  Still  ha 
could  obtain  no  affiflance.  In  defpalr  he  .af&med: 
the  habit  of  a  religious^  and  concealed  .him&if  ia 
Saint  Stephen's  Abbey  at  Rome*     . 

TuRLOGH,  thus  left  without  any  considerable 
competitor,  exercifed  the  monarchical  po^Vcr, 
though  not  formally  elcfted  o^:  recognized  by  the 
ilates.  .  Thedefeds  of  his  title  he  endeavoured*  to 
fupply  bythe  m6rit  of  his  adminiftration,  in  .re- 
ftraining  and  reforming  abufes,  in  his  equity  and 
juftice.  Such  at  leaft  is  the  tcftimony  of  archbifliop 
Lanfrano  to  the  condudl:  of  this  Irifh  king*'  : 
whofe  elevation  he  attibuteV  to  the  interpofition'of 
Providence  in  favour  of  the  people  ot  Ireland, 
But  if  his  reign  gave  fome  check  to  fi&iim  and* 
licentioufnefs,  ^  thefe  brtike*  'forth  with  *^buble 
violence  on  his  death.  Morrough  O'BHariin  the 
South,  and  ponald  O'l^ochlan  in  the: North, 
contended  for  the  monarchy  i  each  was  recognized 
by  his  party,  and  ieach' received'  the  fubmimbn's  of 
thofe  chieftains  and  fepts  who  '*were  m*oft*cxpofed 
to  his  jpower.  ;      ^  ^      /  ',  *  .  '*  ^ 

In  the  midft  of  inteftirie-'Corrtcfts  an4 /commo- 
tioris,  Ireknd  fecmed  rcadijr  tD?be  fubducd  by  the 
firft  foreign' invader  whb  fkduld  ittcmpt  *the  con* 

?ucft  dfl ' &rt  i n vitifig  cduaby.  :  iWe  afae  told :  in  the 
;hroniclfe  of -^  Mkn,  4hat  M^gnus^  kingiof  J^orway, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  i  advbnthnes  « and  acqiiiiitions 
refolved  to  coropidt)eijtfaei3i.fcy.  Ihei  redU<ftion.of 
Ireland,  *  and  witka  fmUJ/flpeti  iirtadc!  al  dcfcent  oa 
Ulfter,  in  order  toi?ieiir  iihc  ijoafhsw  .As.lh'ejl^i^eil 
without  oppofition,  he  ventured  to  pierce  into  the 
*    *'    '  country 
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country  without  caution  or  apprehenfion.     He  wa^ 
fbddenly  furrounded  ;  fork  was  the  cuftom  of  the. 
Iri(h  inftead  of  meeting  their  enemY>  with  ^11  th? 
parade  of  war,  to  watch  their  advantage,  and  dirt 
unexpediedly  upon  them  from  their  retreats.  Mag-^ 
nus  and  his  party  were  cut  to  pieces.     Thus  the 
contempt  he  entertained  of  the  Iriih  happily  proved 
his  ruin.  I  fay  happily;  for,  (as  the  noble  author  of 
the  Life  of  Henry  the  Second  judicioufly  obfcrves) 
•'  if  this  cnterprize  had  been  more  wifely  conduc- 
^  ted,  and  the  fuccefs  had  been  ahfwcrablc   to 
•*  what  the  divifions  among  the  Iriih  princes,  ancj 
•*  the  inclination  of  the  Oilmen  in  favour  of  a 
*'  monarch  frpm  whofe  country  moft  of  them 
•^  originally  came,  feemed  reafonably  to  promifc, 
*'  it  would  have  erefted  in  Ireland  a  Norwegian 
•'  kingdom,  which  together  with  Man,  and  the 
other  dominions  of  Magnus,  full  of  ihipping^ 
wd  good  feamen,  might,  in  procefs  of  time^ 
have  cofppofed  a  maritime  power  capable  of 
maintaining  it^,  perhaps  forever,  againft  that 
of  the  Engli£b,  and  djfpqting  with  them  the 
fovereignty  pf   the  fea.      It   may  indeed   be 
**  efteemed  moft  happy  for  this  nation,  that  no 
*'  king  of  Denmark,  or  of  Norway,  or  of  Sweden, 
•'  nor  any  prince  of  the  Oilmen  fettled  in  Ireland, 
'*  ever  gained  an  eotire  dominion  of  that  ifle;  for, 
^'  had  it  retnained  under  the  ord^ly  governnient 
'^  of  any  of  diefe,  its.ocighboiichood  would: have 
'^  been,  in  maay  refpi$<l^,  prejucjiicialto  En^^d*'^ 
—Another  power,  and  oAcr  fettlers  were  fogn  tp 
be  eftablilhed  in  Ireland,  and  At  diforders  of  thi$ 
iHe  operated  gradually,  yetcflFe^aUy,  to  render 
their  eftabli(hment  caiy  and  ^cefsful* 
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State  of  Ireland  favourable  to  an  tnvafion  in  the  \ 

eleventh   and  twelfth   centuries. — State  of  the 

neighbouring    kingdoms. — Scheme    of   invading 

Ireland  formed  by  Henry  the  Second. — Pretences 

for  this  invafon. — Application  to  pope  Adrian.-'^ 

His  motives  for  complying  with  the  requeji  of 

Henry. — His  Bull. — The  Irijh  clergy  earnejl  to 

regulate  their  church. — Henrys defgn  neceffarily 

fujpended. — Review  of  thejiate  of  Ireland  at  this 

period. — FaSlions  and  quarrels  of  its  chieftains.—^ 

Dermod  king  of  Leinfter  driven  from   this  pro-- 

vince. — Flies   to    England^ — Solicits    aid  from 

Henry; — who  licences.  hisfubjeSls  to  ajiji  him.—^ 

liermod  hopelefs. — Applies  to  the  earl  of  Chep-- 

flow. — FitZ'Stephen  and  Fitz-^Gerald  engage  in 

bis  fervice.— Dermod  returns  to  Ireland. — His 
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return  difcovered  to  Roderic  O'Connor. — His 
fubmijfions  and  treaty. — Arrival  ofFitz-Stepben. 
--^Marcb  to  Wexford. — Hhe  Britons  repuljed.--^ 
Return  to  the  ajjault. — The  town  furrendered. — • 
Firji  Britijh  colony  in  Ireland. — Expedition  to 
OJJbry. — Ojforians  defeated.-^Horrid  injiance  of 
revenge. -^Second  invqfion  of  OJfory.  Pr^nder-- 
gajl  revolts  to  the  Ojforians. — Dermod  invaded* 
— Arrival  of  Fitz-Gerald. — Danger  and  efcape 
of  Prendergaji. — Condu6i  of  Roderic.-^He  col- 
leSis  his  forces. — Is  fufpicious  of  his  vaffals.---^ 
Difmijfes  the  northerns. — Dermod  and  the  Briton jt 
retire. — Roderic  treats  with  FitzStephen  and 
.  with  Dermod,  but  without  effeSl. — Preparations 
for  a  battle. — "Timid  policy  of  Roderic. — Treaty 
with  Dermod  renewed  and  concluded.— ^Fitz-* 
Stephen  intent  to  fecure  Wexford. — Roderic 
defeated  in  his  attempt  againji  the  prince  of 
Thomond. — Succefs  of  the  firji  Britijh  adventu-^ 
rers  nothing  wonderful  or  extraordinary. 

SUCH  were  the  ftate  and  circumftances  of 
Ireland,  for  ^  confiderable  time  before  the 
Englifti  invafion,  that  any  neighbouring 
potentate,  whofe  dominions  were  fo  compofed^ 
and  his  refources  fo  opulent  as  to  enable  him  to 
engage  in  foreign  conquefts,  might  have  naturally 
made  it  the  objed:  of  his  ambition.  But  in  the 
eleventh,  and  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, the  circumftances  of  the  neighbouring 
kingdoms  were  by  no  means  favourable  to  fuch 
attempts.  France  was  difmembered  by  the  Nor- 
man acquifitions,  weakened  by  the  independent 
and  tumultuous  fpirit  of  its  barons,  and  intimi- 
dated by  vaflal  princes  raifed  even  to  a  degree  of 
formidable  rivalry.      England,^  by  its  fituation, 
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was  naturally  more  attentive  to  this  weftern  ifland ; 
but  in  England^  at  this  period,  we  find  a  people 
difpirited  by  the  Danifli  yoke ;  the  bold  ufurpation 
of  Harold  inftantly  oppofed  by  the  Norman ;  a 
fuccefsful  invafion  followed  by  a  reign  of  diforder, 
fevcrity,  and  rigorous  meafures  for  the  eftablifti- 
inent  of  the  conquerors  ;  a  prince  folely  intent  to 
fecure  and  perpetuate  his  new  dominion,  as  well  as 
to  preferve  his  original  and  favourite  territory ;  his 
immediate  fuccours  irregularly  appointed,  or  rather 
Violent  ufurpei-s  of  the  throne,  expofed  to  faiftion 
and  infurreftion,  called  out  to  the  defence  of  their 
own  titles  and  territories,  and  foinetimcs  engaged  in 
bloody  civil  wars^  with  various  changes  of  fortune  ; 
while  the  lords  and  princes  of  inferiour  territories 
in  different  parts  of  Eurc^e,  oftentimes  poflcfled 
of  confiderable  power>  and  attended  by  warlike 
and  adventurous  followers,  found  a  new  and  tranf* 
porting  objed:  for  their  ambition,  and  in  all  the 
phrenzy  of  fanaticifm  and  romantic  valour  poured 
into  the  Eaft  for  ^he  recovery  of  the  Holy-Land. 

Ireland,  during  this  period"",  though  like 
other  more  renowned  countries,  principally  con- 
fined to  her  own  internal  affairs,  uninfluenced  by 
the  fortunes  of  other 'ftates,  and  unaffe(3:ed  by 
their  revolutions,  yet  was  not  entirely  unknown  to 
the  adjacent  kingdoms.  The  Irifti  chieftains,  by 
frequently  engaging  iii  the  contefts  of  Wales, 
had  attended  the  fame  of  their  valour :  it  was 
echoed  by  thofe  whom  commerce  or  devotion  had 
brought  from  Ireland,  who  amufed  the  ignorant, 
and  indulged  their  own  national  vanity  by  fplendid 
accounts  of  their  native  refidence  and  the  prowefs 
of  their  countrymen,     Drftreffed  lords  and  fadlious 
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leaders  were  induced  to  feek  relief  and  aiCftance 
in  their  ifland.  On  the  difgrace  of  carl  Godwin^^ 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  Harold,  the 
braveft  of  his  fons,  chofe  his  retreat  in  Ireland, 
and  there  formed  fuch  connexions  as  proved  the 
refource  of  his  family  when  his  Norman  rival  was 
in  the  height  of  glory  and  fuccefs.  His  three 
fons  Hed  thither  immediately  after  the  defeat  at 
Hafiings,  and,  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Con- 
querer,  led  an  Irifh  army  into  England,  to  aifert 
the  liberty  of  their  country  and  the  pretenfions  of 
their  fariiily ;  nor  were  their  auxiliaries  repelled 
but  by  the  obflinate  and  repeated  efforts  of  the 
count  of  Brittany.  'The  Welfh  annalifts  inform 
us,  that  when  Arnulph  earl  of  Pembroke  rebelled 
againft  Henry  the  iirft,  he  folicited  the  afliftance 
of  Mortough  the  Irifh  monarch ;  by  his  emiflary 
Gerald  he  fought  the  daughter  of  this  prince  in 
marriage,  was  encouraged  to  make  a  voyage  into 
Ireland,  but  returned  without  acgomplifhing  his 
wifhes,  or  obtaining  any  fuccours.  And  this 
might  poffibly  have  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
friendly  intercourfe,  which  William  of  Malmfbury 
aflures  us  was  invariably  preferved  between  Henry 
and  this  Irifh  king.  France  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
drawn  confiderable  fuccours  from  this  country  in 
feveral  of  her  wars ;  and  if  we  may  believe  the 
Irifh  annaliils",  the  affiflance  granted  by  fome  Irifh 
princes  to  his  rival  firfl  provoked  Henry  the 
Second  to  the  defign  of  annexing  Ireland  to  his 
dominions. 

However  this  may  be,  the  defign  was  con- 
ceived foon  after  he  had  afcended  the  throne  of 
England  without  difpute  or  competition;  v<iH|put 
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jealoufies  or  difcon tent,  with  all  that  brilliancy  of 
charader  naturally  arising  from  his  diftinguifhcd 
abilities,  and  with  an  extent  of  territory  unknown 
to  his  predeceflbrs.  We  generally  do  fuch  honour 
to  the  policy  and  circumfpedion  of  great  princes, 
as  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  defigns  are  formed  on 
mature  deliberation,  on  an  accurate  enquiry  into 
the  condition  and  circumftances  of  the  country 
they  are  to  invade,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
thofe  defedls  in  polity  and  manners,  that  internal 
weaknefs  and  diforder,  which  prepare  the  way  for 
a  foreign  invader,  and  promife  an  eafy  and  effec- 
tual conqueft.  But  a  very  general  and  fuperiicial 
knowledge  of  this  ifland  was  fufHcient  to  fire  the 
ambition  of  a  powerful  and  popular  fovereign,  at 
a  tinic  when  the  difficulties  of  his  reign  were  yet 
unexperienced,  and  when  it  was  reproachful  to 
any  diftinguiflied  charadler  not  to  be  pofleffed  with 
fome  fcheme  of  gallant  enterprize. 

A  PRETENCE  alone  vvras  wanting  to  give  fome 
colour  of  juftice  to  the  defign  :  and  here  his  flat- 
terers feem  to  have  exerted  all  their  ingenuity  and 
addrefs.  ^It  was  affirmed  by  thofe  who  ventured 
to  dictate  to  an  ignorant  people,  that  the  Irifli  had 
originally  poflfeflfed  themfelves  of  their  country  by 
permiffion  of  Gurguntius,  a  Britifli.  king*,  and 
that,  as  defcendants  of  the  Britons,  they  were  the 
natural  and  rightful  fubje<5ts  of  the  Engii(h  mo- 
narch. It  was  urged  that  the  renowned  Arthur, 
Egfrid  the  Northumbrian,  Edgar  the  illuftrious 
Saxon  prince,  had  all  led  their  armies  into  Ireland, 
and  there  made  valuable  acquifitions,  which  their 
fucce^r  was  in  honour  bound  to  recover  and 
maintain.     It  was  fuggefted  that  Englishmen  had 
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frequently  been  fold  as  Hvfts  in  this  ifland ;  an 
inftance  of  cruelty  and  barbarifm,  which  gave 
him  full  right  to  invade  and  fubdue  it.  But  the 
forged  or  fufpicious  hiftories  of  ancient  times,  the 
obfolete  claims  of  Saxon  or  Britifh  princes,  how-? 
ever  they  might  influence  the  vulgar,  yet  were  not 
deemed  fufficient  for  that  fair  and  plaufible  colour-s 
ing  which  might  conceal  the  iniquity  of  an  attempt 
againfl  an  unoffending  people.  And  as  to  the 
crime  of  trafficking  in  flaves,  both  nations,  it  was 
well  known,  had  been  equally  involved  in  it.  If 
the  Irifh  had  purchafed,  the  Saxons  had  freely 
offered  themfelves  and  their  children  to  flavery  for 
an  iniignificant  price ;  if  the  Irifh  were  lefs  fordid 
and  unnatural,  yet  the  prifoners  taken  on  their 
unfuccefsful  inroads  in  the  reign  of  William  the 
Conqueror ""s  had  been  fold  in  great  numbers;  fo 
that  the  Englifh  clergy  were  obliged  to  remonflrate 
againfl  this  pradtice,  which  they  pronounced  utterly 
unchriflian,  and  with  difficulty  prevailed  on  the 
k;ng  to  relinquifh  his  ungodly  gain. 

But  the  fagacity  of  Henry,  or  the  fuggeflions 
of  an  interefled  and  fubtle  ecclefiaftic,  foon  fup- 
plied  the  neceffary  pretence  for  a  free  indulgence 
of  his  ambition.  The  papal  power  was  gradually 
advancing  tO/ a  formidable  height,  and  extending 
its  influence  eyen  to  the  extremity  of  the  Britifh 
iflands.  Not  consented  with  afTuming  a  dominion 
in  the  ecclefiafUcal  fyfl;em,  it  had  already  diftated 
to  kings  and  nations  in  their  fecular  conceri|s.  It 
had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  William  the  Norman, 
made  a  folemn  decifion  in  favour  of  his  claims, 
and  denounced  its  fpiritual  vengeance  againfl  all 
thofe  who  fhovild  prefume  to  refill  a  prince"",  whom 
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the  fovereign  pontiff  declared  rightful  and  lawful 
inheritour  of  the  crOwti  of  England.     The  ufurpef 
^  Stephen  had  obtained  a  ratification  of  his  title  from 
the  fame  authority.     To  this  power  Henry  now 
determined   to  refort,  and  by  the  folemnity  of  a 
papal  decree  to  fand:ify  his  intended  enterprizc 
againft  Ireland.   "John  Salifbury,  his  chaplain,  was 
made  the  agent  in  this  important  negociation,  and^ 
adled  with  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  a  man  conf- 
cious    that   his   fuccefs   would  recommend   him 
equally  to  his  royal  mafter  and  his  ipiritual  fove*^ 
reign/    He  reprefented  to  Adrian,  the  reigning 
pope,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  were  funk 
into  the  moft  wretched  ilate  of  corruption,  with 
refpeft  to  both  morals  and  religion  ^  that  Henry, 
zealous  for  th^  honour  and  enlargement  of  God's 
kingdom,  had  conceived  t;he  pious  defign  of  ereft- 
ing  it   in  this    unhappy  country;  was   ready  to 
devote  himfelf  and  all  his  powers  to  this  merito- 
rious fervice,    imploring  the  benedidlion  of  the 
pontiff^  and  requeuing  his  permiflion  and  authority 
to  enter  IreUnd,  to  reduce   the  difobedient  and 
-corrupt,  to  eradicate  all   fin   and  wickedncfs,  to 
inftrudt  the  ignorant,  and  fpread  the  bleflfed  Influ- 
ence of  the  ^ofpel   in  its  purity  and  pcrfeftion ; 
promifing  at  the  fame  time  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute 
to  St.  Petei;  from  the  land  thus  to  be  reduced  to 
his  obediefl^e  and  that  of  the  holy  fee.     Habitu- 
ated as  wje  may  be  to  th^  depravity  of  mankind, 
one  cannot  feriouily  reflect  upon  the  profane  hypo- 
crify  of  this  tranfadtion  without  the  utmoft  horror. 
Little  did  Henry  forefce,  in  the  blindnefrof  his 
ambition,  the  perplexities  he  was  to  experience 
from  that  power  he  now  contributed  to  aggrandize, 
or  the  heavy  weight  of  opprefiion  with  which  it 
was  to  fall  upon  his  own  head.  Adrian 
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Adrian  fecrctly  exulted  in  an  application  which 
favoured  his  enormous  claims,  and  recognized  his 
authority ;  nor  was  he  difpleafed  to  gratify  his 
countryman,  a  prince  of  exalted  charad:cr,  lately 
^aifed  to  the  throne,  and  who  had  not  yet  difco- 
vered  his  difpofitions  to  the  hierarchy.  Romp 
had  long  contended  for  extenfive  powers  in  Eng- 
land; Ireland  had  but  lately  been  difpofed  to 
acknowledge  its  fupremacy.  ""AH  ecclefiaftical 
authority  had,  till  about  four  years  before  the 
acceffion  of  Henry  the  Second,  been  exercifed  by 
her  own  prelates;  nor  had  the  ceremonies  and 
difcipline  of  her  church,  points  of  the  greateft 
moment  in  this  age,  been  conformable  to  thofe  of 
Rome.  The  pontificate,  however,  by  the  inte- 
refted  «eal  of  its  numerous  and  atflive  emiffarics, 
had  at  length  contrived  to  extend  its  influence 
even  to  this  remote  ifland  ;  had  alarmed  the  Irifh 
clergy  with  fears  of  the  irregularity  of  their  eccle- 
fiaftical conftitution,  and  perfuaded  them  to  fubmit 
to  a  reform  modelled  and  didlated  by  Rome.  Car- 
dinal Paparon  was,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred 
and  fifty-two,  admitted  into  Ireland  with  a  Icgan- 
tine  commifiion:  three  thoufand  ecclefiafticks 
afifemblcd  by  his  diredlion  in  the  town  of  Drogheda: 
four  palls  were.folemnly  received  from  the  pope  by 
the  prelates  of  Armagh,  Dublin,  Cafhel  and  Tuam : 
the  celebration  of  Eafter  was  adjufted  according 
to  the  Romifli  decifions  ;  and  for  the  further  refor- 
mation of  the  church,  the  celcbacy  of  the  clergy 
was  enforced,  and  their  privileges  and  properties . 
fecured  by  various  canons.  Thus  was  the  corref- 
pondence  opened  with  the  church  of  Ireland,  and 
the  pre-eminence  of  Rome  formally  acknowledged. 
It  remained  therefore  for  the  pope  to  improve  thefe 

favourable 
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favourable  beginnings,  to  embrace  the  occafion  of 
extending  his  new  dominion  in  Ireland,  as  well 
as  to  conciliate  the  friendfhip  of  Henry.  A^bull 
was  framed  without  delay,  fully  conformable  to 
the  wifhes  and  purpofes  of  the  king.  It  is  here 
inferted  at  large,  and  affords  a  (hocking  inftancc 
of  the  profligacy  and  impiety  of  papal  ufurpation. 

"  A  DRi  AN'',  bifliop,  fervant  of  the  fervants 
^  x\,  of  God,  to  his  deareft  fon  in  Chrift  the 
**  illuftridus  king  of  England,  greeting,  and 
**  apoftolic  benedidlion. 

**  Full  laudably  and  profitably  hath  your 
"  magnificence  conceived  the  defign  of  propagat- 
**  ing  your  glorious  renown  on  earth,  ana  com- 
"  pleating  your  reward  of  eternal  happinefs  in 
"  heaven  J  while,  as  a  catholic  prince,  you  are 
"  intent  on  enlarging  the  borders  of  the  church, 
"  teaching  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  faith  to  the 
"  ignorant  and  rude,  exterminating  the  roots  of 
"  vice  from  the  field  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
"  more  convenient  execution  of  this  purpcffc, 
"  requiring  the  counfel  and  favour  of  the  apoftolic 
*'  fee.  In  which,  the  maturer  your  deliberation, 
"  and  the  greater  the  difcretion  of  your  procedure, 
*'  by  fo  much  the  happier,  we  truft,  will  be  your 
"  progrefs,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  Lord ;  as  all 
-**  things  are  ufed  to  come  to  a  profperous  end  and 
"  iffue,  which  take  their  beginning  from  the 
•*  ardour  of  faith  and  the   love  of  religion. 

**  There  is  indeed  no  doubt  but  that  Ireland* 
"  and  all  the  iflands  on  which  Chrifl  the  fun  of 
"  rightcoufnefs   hath  (hone,  and  which  have  re- 

**  ceived 
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**  ceived  the  do6trines  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  do 

*'  belong  to  the  jurifdi^tion  of  St.  Peter  and  of  the 

**  holy  Roman  church,    as  your  excellency  alfo 

^'  doth  acknowledge.     And   therefore  we  are  the 

**  more  foUcitous  to  propagate  the  righteous  plan- 

**  tatipn  of  faith  in    this   land,  and  the  branch 

^*  acceptable  to  God,  as  we  have  the  fecret  con-* 

**  vidlion  of  confcience  that  this  is  more  efpeqially 

^^  QWV  boundcri  duty. 

**  You  then,  moft  dear  fon  in  Chrift,  have 
^*  fignified  to  us  your  defire  to  enter  into  the 
**  ifland  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  reduce  the  people 
**  to  obedience  unto  laws,  and  to  extirpate  4;he 
^*  plants  of  vice ;  and  that  you  are  willing  to  pay 
*'  from  each  houfe  a  yearly  penfion  of  one  penny 
**  to  St.  Peter,  and  that  you  will  preferve  the 
**  rights  of  the  churches  of  this  land  whole  and 
**  inviolate.  We  therefore,  with  that  grace  and 
*^  acceptance  fuited  to  your  pious  and  laudable 
'*  defign,  and  favourably  affen ting  to  your  petition, 
**  do  hold  it  good  and  acceptablcji  that,  for 
**  extending  the  borders  of  the  church,  reftraining 
♦*  the  progrefs  of  vice,  for  the  corredion  of 
*^  manners,  the  planting  of  virtue,  and  the  en- 
**  xrcafe  of  religion,  you  enter  this  ifland,  and 
**  execute  therein  whatever  fhall  pertain  to  the 
**  honour  of  God  and  welfare  of  the  land ;  and 
**  that  the  people  of  this  land  receive  you  honou-^ 
^'  rably,  and  reverence  you  as  their  lord  :  the 
^*  rights  of  their  churches  ftill  remaining  facred 
^*  and  inviolate;  andfaving  to  St.  Peter  the  annual 
^*  penfion  of  one  penny  from  every  houfe. 

**  If  then  you  be  refolved  to  carry  thedefiga 
^*  you  have   conceived  into  eiFedual   execution,. 
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^^  Rudy  to  form  this  nation  to  virtuous  manners ; 
**  and  labour  by  yourfclf,  and  others  whom  you 
^^  (hall  judge  meet  for  this  work,  in  faith,  word, 
**  and  life,  that  the  church  may  be  there  adorned, 
**  that  the  religion  of  the  Chriftian  faith  may 
*^  be  planted  and  grow  up,  and  that  all  things 
^^  pertaining  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  fal-* 
*'  vation  of  fouls,  be  fo  ordered,  that  you  may  be 
<*  entitled  to  the  fulnefs  of  eternal  reward  from 
^'  God,  and  obtain  a  glorious  renown  on  earth 
^*  throughout  all  ages/' 

The  Bull,  thus  framed,  was  prefented  to  king 
Henry,  together  with  a  ring,  the  token  of  his  in- 
veftiture,  as  rightful  fovereign  of  Ireland. 

^oME  Irifli  writers '^,  fcandalized  at  the  grofs 
reprefentations  of  the  corruption  and  barbarifm  of 
their  country,  feem  willing  to  queftion  the  authen- 
ticity of  this  bull :  as  if  the  chara<filer  of  a  church 
or  nation  were  infallibly  decided  by  the  fentence 
of  a  pope*' ;  and  as  if  the  charge  pf  corruption  and 
barbarifm  had  not  been  as  ftrongly  and  ofFenfively 
urged  ^gainft  the  Engli(h|  when  the  purpofes  of 
the  holy  fee  required  it.  But  the  reality  of  this 
tranfaftion  between  Adrian  and  king  Heniy  is  fo 
far  from  being  fufpicious,  that  there  is  fome  ground 
to  conjedure  that  the  Irifh  eccleQaftics  themfelves 
were  immediately  informed  of  it.  "^From  the  date 
of  the  pope's  bull  we  find  their  fynods  multiplied,, 
and  their  regulations  repeated  and  enforced,  as 
it  were  with  an  afFeded  folicitude  to  take  aw^ 
the  reproach  of  their  church*'^  We  arp  told  that 
?hey  made  the  naoft  falutary  ordinances,  not  only 

foy 
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for  the  prcfcrvation  of  clerical  difcipline,  but  for 
the  reformation  of  manners  :  and,  (what  befpeaks 
neither  barbarifm  nor  ignorance)  they  provided  for 
the  regular  inftruftion  of  their  clergy.  Armagh 
was  then  their  moft  reputed  feat  6f  learning :  ami 
by  a  folemn  ordinance  it  was  provided,  that  no  one 
fhould  be  allowed  to  profefs  or  teach  theology  in 
any  of  their  churches,  who  had  not  been  educated 
in  this  feminary.  But  whether  their  zeal  and 
foHcitude  were  merely  accidental,  or  purpofedly 
intended  to  demonftrate  that  the  reformation  of 
their  church  did  not  require  the  interference  of  a 
foreign  prince,  this  confpiracy  between  the  pope 
and' Henry  was  certainly  alarming  ;  and  had  con- 
cert or  policy  fubfifted  in  Ireland,  (hoald  have 
united  its  inhabitants,  of  all  orders  and  conditions, 
in  the  moft  vigorous  and  effedftual  meafures  to  guard 
againft  invafion.  *So  pofleffed  was  Henry  with  his 
defign  againft  this  country,  and  fo  elated  by  the 
commiffioa  now  received  from  Rome,  that  the 
emprefs  his  mother  is  faid  to  have  employed  the 
moft  urgent  folicitations  to  divert  him  from  an 
cnterprize  which  might  endanger  his  immediate 
interefts,  as  well  in  France  as  England.  ^ 

And  certain  it  is,  that  however  inverted  with 
,  the  plenitude  of  papal  authority,  and  however 
flattered  with  the  ideas  of  conqueft  and  dominion, 
Henry  was,  as  yet,  by  no  means  prepared  for  fuch 
,  an  enterprize.  ''In  the  year  in  which  the  bull  of 
Adrian  is  dated,  we  find  him  engaged  in  reprefling 
the  infurredtion  of  his  brother  GeofFry,  and  lup- 
porting  his  own  claim  to  Anjou.  ^The  affairs  of 
England  were  not  yet  completely  fettled ;  and  the 
regulation  of  this  country   gave  full  employment 

to 
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to  the  vigour  and  abilities  of  its  monarch.  The 
inquietude  of  Wales  obliged  him  to  lead  a  formi- 
dable army  into  this  principality  ;  and  ^fcarcely 
had  he  reduced  it  to  his  obedience,  when  he  was 
again  called  to  the  continent  by  the  death  of 
Geoffry,  where  he  engaged  in  wars  and  treaties 
for  iecuring  and  extending  his  dominions.  Thefe 
were  fucceeded  by  the^ong  and  painful  conteft 
which  he  maintained  againft  the  church,  in  which 
the  inflexible  and  intrepid  ipirit  of  Becket,  kept 
him  in  a  continual  ftate  of  agitation.  The  defign 
againft  Ireland  was  therefore  neceffarily  fufpended, 
and  feemed  to  have  been  forgotten,  till  accident 
revived  it,  or  the  fadtions  rather,  and  competitions 
of  a  corrupted  and  difordered  people,  opened  a 
way  for  the  Englifh  arms  to  penetrate  into  their 
unhappy  country. 

If  we  review  the  ftate  of  Ireland  at  this  period^ 
we  there  find  a  monarch  little  more  than  titular, 
depending  for  his  power  and  influence  on  his  own 
abilities  and  vigour,  harrafl!ed  by  fadlion,  and  op- 
poied  by  powerful  rivals'^ ;  a  number  of  provincial 
chieftains,  who  aflfumed  the  title  and  the  rights  of 
royalty,  paid  a  precarious  tribute  to  their  fuperior, 
and  united,  if  they  were  difpofed  to  unite  with  him, 
as  allies  rather  than  fubjefts.  In  Ulfter,  the  family 
of  the  northern  Hi-Nial,  as  it  was  called,  exercifed 
an  hereditary  jurifdidion  in  the  modern  counties 
of  Tirone,  Derry,  and  Donnegal ;  claimed  a  right; 
of  fupremacy  over  the  lords  of  Fermanagh,  Antrim, 
and  Argial,  which  included  the  counties  of  Armagh, 
Monaghan,  Lowthy  and  fome  adjacent  diftridts : 
while  Dunleve,  prince  of  Uladh  (fo  the  county  of 
Down  was  named)  difputed  the  fuperiority  of  this 

family, 
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family,  and  aflfeftcd  an  independent  ftatc.  lA 
Munfter,  the  dcfcendants  of  the  illuftrions  Brien 
ruled  in  all  the  pride  of  anceftry,  impatient  to 
recover  the  honoilrs  of  their  family,  till,  confined 
by  more  powerful  rivals  to  the  territory  of  North- 
Munfter,  or  Thomond,  they  left  the  warlike  fept 
of  Mac- Arthy  independent  fovereigns  of  Defmond^ 
the  fouthern  divifion.  In  Connaught,  the  princes^ 
known  by  the  name  of  0*Connor,  were  acknow- 
ledged fovereigns  of  the  Eaflern  territory.  Tiernan 
O'Ruarc,  an  adive,  reftlefs,  military  chief,  governed 
in  Breffney,  containing  the  modern  county  of 
Leitrim,  and  fome  adjacent  diftrifts^  Meath,  or 
the  foutherri  Hi-Nial,  was  fubjedt  to  the  princes 
of  the  great  Irifh  family  of  Clan-Colman,  Mur- 
chard  O'Malachlyn^  and  his  fucceflbrSi  Leinfter> 
divided  into  feveral  inferiour  principalities,  as  that 
of  OjSbry,  Decies,  and  the  fepts  of  Oftmen  formed 
of  the  remains  of  the  Danes,  and  other  foreigners^ 
feated  principally  in  Dublin  and  Waterford,  and 
governed  generally  by  their  own  chieftains,  gave 
the  title  of  royalty  to  Dermod,  firnamed  Mac* 
Murchad,  a  prince  reprcfented  by  his  countrymen 
in  the  moft  odious  colours  :  and  although  his  vices 
have  been  evidently  exaggerated,  yet,  even  in  an 
age  and  country  of  rudehefs,  he  appears  to  have 
been  diftinguiflied  by  a  rude,  fierce,  turbulent,  and 
oppreffive  fpirit.  'His  father  had  governed  Lein- 
fter  with  a  tyrannical  feverity.  Seventeen  of  his 
dependent  lords,  we  are  aflured,  were  either  capitally 
executed,  or  loft  their  eyes  by  his  cruelty,  within 
one  year :  and  Dermod,  with  his  principality, 
inherited  too  great  a  portion  of  the  fame  temper^. 
His  ftature,  and  bodily  ftrength,  together  with  a 

.boifterous 
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boiflerous  valour,  had  rendered  him  the  admiration 
of  all  the  inferiour  orders  of  his  fubjedls ;  and 
thefe,  as  the  proper  inftruments  of  his  ambition, 
he  was  careful  to  protedl  and  favour.  His  donations 
and  endowments  of  religious  houfes  recommended 
him  to  the  clergy  i  but  his  tributary  chieftains  felt 
the  full  weight  of  his  pride  and  tyranny.  To  them 
his  government  was  odious  }  fo  that  in  his  attach- 
ments to  the  reigning  factions  of  the  ifland,  he  was, 
withoiit  principle  or  fteadinefs,  determined  to  that 
fide  which,  for  the  prefent  time,  feemed  moft  likely 
to  fupport  him. 

^The  chief  competitors  for  the  rank  of  monarch 
of  Ireland,  were  the  heirs  of  the  two  houfes,  of 
O'Connor,  and  the  northern  Hi-Nial.  Of  thefc^ 
Torlogh  O'Connor  was  in  pofTeflion*,  and  though 
not  generally  recognized,  and  oppofcd,  efpecially 
by  his  northern  rival  O'Locblan,  he  yet  maintained 
his  ftate  with  magnificence,  and  fupported  his  title 
with  fufiicient  vigour.  A  decifive  vidtory  gained 
over  the  forces  of  O'Brien  encreafed  his  renown, 
but  ferved  at  the  fame  time  to  awaken  the  jealoufy 
of  his  rival ;  who,  in  a  general  convention  of  the 
fl:ates  obliged  him  to  confent  to  a  tacit  partition  of 
authority,  by  which  O'Lochlan  was  left  fovereign 
of  the  northern  province  ;  and  fuch  difpofitiond 
were  to  be  made  in  other  difl:ri6ls  as  their  joint 
interefts  might  require.  Sudh  treaties  between  two 
fup6riours  generally  ended  in  a  defign  didtated  by 
fome  irregular  paflion,  and  executed  againfl:  the 
-peace  and  welfare  of  their  neighbours.  It  was  foon 

refolved 
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refolved  to  transfer  the  territory  of  O'Ruarc  to  a 
more  favourite  partizan ;  and  the  expedition  was 
undertaken  by  the  Connaught  and  the  Leinfter 
princes,  O'Ruarc  was  furprizcd,  defeated^  and 
driven  from  his  dominions.  He  had  married  the 
daughter  of  the  prince  of  Meath^  a  lady  diftin- 
guifhed  by  her  beautv,  but  of  a  gay  and  amorous 
difpofition.  She  had  infpired  the  king  of  Leinfter 
with  an  unlawful  paffion,  and  enflamed  it  by  the 
freedom  of  her  deportment ;  and  if  the  prefent 
expedition  had  not  been  fecretly  contrived  or  fo- 
mented for  the  purpofes  of  his  adulterous  love, 
Dcrmod  at  leaft  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  the 
diftrefles  of  her  hulband, .  and  to  poffefs  himfelf  of 
Dervorghal,  (fo  the  lady  was  called.)  By  the 
afliftance  of  a  bafe  bjother  (he  was  conveyed  to  his 
arms'',  and  with  an  affedted  reludlance  carried  off 
in  triumph  into  his  own  province  *  .  An 

N  A.  D.  1153. 
*  Giraldus  afligns  this  incident  as  the  immediate  caufe  of  the 
expnIAoh  of  Dermod,  and  the  firil  Englifh  invafion ;  and  all  the 
Englifh  hiftpriani  have  implicitly  followed  his  authority.  But  the 
monk  was  neither  a  cautious  examiner  of  the  reports  he  heard  in 
Ireland,  |ior  an  accurate  enquirer  into  the  true  caufes  which  opened 
the  way  to  the  fuccefsful  progrefs  of  his  countrymen.  He  came  into 
Ireland  with  an  apparent  contempt  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants ; 
and  that  contracted  mind  which  produced  this  contempt,  made  him 
fatisfied  with  the  reports  of  thofe  who  were  of  the  fame  rank  of 
underilanding  with  himfelf.  He  afked  the  caufe  of  that  refentment 
which  drove  Dermod  from  his  province.  He  was  anfwered,  that  it 
arofe  from  the  feizure  of  O'Ruarc's  wife  :  and  he  miflook  the  firft 
rife  of  perfonal  animofity  between  two  chiefs,  for  the  immediate 
occafion  of  the  revenge  executed  againfl  Dermod.  But  the  Irifh 
annalifls  are  of  authority  in  this  cafe,  if  in  any  :  and  they  uniformly 
agree  that  this  outra^  was  committed  full  fixteen  years  before  Fitz^ 
Stephen  was  invited  into  Ireland.  Dermod  and  O'Ruarc,  duripg  this 
period,  had  frequently  contended  with  various  fuccefs ;  and  private 
injuries  were  apparently  forgotten  in  the  tumult  of  fa^on  and  public 
contention ;  till  the  death  of  his  protestor  O'Lochlan  left  Dermod 
expofed  to  all  the  rage  of  his  political  as  well  as  his  perfonal  enemies. 
The  refentfients  of  O'Ruarc  might  have  revived  upon  a  fair  occafion ; 
ibut  their  pperation  could  not  have  been  cdhfiderable,  if  the  political 
attachments  of  Dermod  had  not  been  particularly  offentive.  le 
was  the  partizan  of  O'Lochlan  who  was  pronounced  unworthy 
to  Hll  the  throne  of  Leinfter,;  not  the  raviflier  of  DervorghaU 
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An  outrage  of  this  kind  was  not  always  regarded 
by  the  Irifli  with  abhorrence*° :  they  confidered  it 
rather  as  an  ad:  of  pardonable  gallantry,  or  fuch 
an  offence  at  moft  as  a  reafonable  pecuniary  com- 
penfation  might  atone  for.  But  the  fullen  and 
haughty  Breffnian,  provoked  nniore  by  the  infolence 
and  treachery  of  the  raviflier,  than  the  infidelity 
of  his  wife,  conceived  the  moft  determined  ani- 
mofity  againft  Dermod.  He  pradlifed  fecretly  with 
Torlogh,  promifed  the  moft  inviolable  attachment 
to  his  intereft,  and  prevailed  on  him,  not  only  to 
reinftate  him  in  his  pofTeffions,  bu^  to  revenge  the 
infult  of  Mac-Murchad,  w^hom  he  reprefented 
(and  juftly)  as  a  faithlefs  vafTal,  really  devoted  to 
the  fervicc  of  his  rival.  ^The  King  of  Connaught 
led  his  Forces  into  Leinfter,  refcued  Dervorghal, 
from  her  paramour,  and  reftored  her  to  her  friends*^ ; 
with  whom  flie  lived,  if  not  in  a  ftate  of  reconcilia- 
tion with  her  hu{band,  at  leaft  in  that  opulence  and 
fplendor,  which  enabled  her  to  atone  for  the  crime 
of  infidelity  by  the  ufual  method  of  magnificent 
donations  to  the  church. 

This  fervice  naturally  formed  a  dole  connexion 
between  O'Ruarc  and  the  Connaught  prince",  with 
whom  he  remained  in  firm  union,  and  by  whofe 
affiftance  he  was  enabled  to  revenge  his  wrongs,  by 
frequently  joining  with  the  difcontented  chieftains 
of  Leinfter,  and  harrafling  his  enemy  king  Dermod; 
till  the  Death  of  Torlogh,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fitnd  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  rewarded  the  vi- 
gorous efforts  of  O'Lochlan  with  the  dignity  of 
monarch.  Dermod  was  the  firft  to  acknowledge 
this  new  fovereign,  and  by  the  merit  both  of  his 
former  attachment,  and  his  new  fubmifiion,  found 

C  fupport 
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,  fupport  in  his  private  quarrels,  and  in  his  turn  was 
enabled  to  wreak  his  animofity  on  the  prince  of 
BrefFney.  But  he  had  taken  his  patty  with  too  great 
precipitation.  His  patron,  with  the  iteoft  outra- 
geous defiance  of  all  the  precepts  of  humanity  and 
good  faith,  feized  on  Dunleve,  the  prince  of  UIadh> 
with  whom  he  had  but  now  concluded  a  fokma 
treaty,  and  put  out  his  eyes :  which  fo  provoked 
the  neighbouring  chieftains^  that  they  .inftantly 
took  arms  to  avenge  their  aiTociate,  and  defend 
themfelves  from  the  like  barbarity.  O'Lochlan 
was  defeated,  and  by  falling  in  the  battle  jof  Lit- 
terluin^,  as  it  was  caljed,  extinguifhed  the  hopes 
and  pfetenfions  of  his  family>  and  left  the  long^ 
cohtefted  title  of  monarch  to  Roderic,  fon  and 
fucceflbr  of  the  late  king  of  Connaught. 

RobERic^  during  the  reign  of  his  /athcr  and 
his  own  government^  of  .Connaught,  had  been  for 
the  moft  part  engaged  in  the  field,  and  though  not 
always  vidorious,  had  acquired  the  reputation  of 
valour  which  was  now  confirmed  in  his  prefent 
exaltation,  to  which  the  prevailing  power  of  his 
fadion  had  *r^ifed  him.  Determined "*  to  flrike  his 
enemies  with  terror,  and  to  approve  himfelf  worthy 
of  pre-tminence,  he  led  a  numerous  army  to 
Dublin,  immediately  after  the  death  of  O'Lochlan  $ 
was  there  folemnly  inaugurated  i  engaged  the 
Oflmen^inhabitants  in  his  pay  ;  and,  thus  rein- 
forced, marched  towards  the  north,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  the  chieftains  with  every  mark  of  fub- 
mifiion.  Dermod)  juftly  dreading  the  vigour  of 
this  new  ixK>narch,  and  expeding  all  the  fuiy  df 
a  triumphant  ,refentment  againft  the  partisan  of 
his  fallen  rival,  was  feized  with  the  iitmoft  con- 
sternation, 
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itemaisforH  aJftd  in  ihic  phrtnty  ^  ve;xation  and  def- 
pdr,  fet  fire  to  his  owa  toTm  of  Ferns,  left  hh  ene- 
mies <hoxild  liave  the  fati^fadion  of  j|)oiling  it. 
Nor  was  hte  mi^dteto  iii  his  apprehen^fions.  Roderic 
foon  retttrn^d,  attended  by  O'Ruarc,  iHll  the  inve- 
terate enemy  &f  tfee  Leinmr  prince.  They  over  ran 
the  whole  province  with  an  irrefiillibte  force.  All 
the  inferioCK-  lords  were  at  once  driven  to  tnake  their 
peace  and  acfciiowiedge  the  fopretnacy  of  Roderick 
Dermod  was  depofed,  as  a  man  utterly  unworthy 
of  his  nation  1  to  wMch  another  of  his  family  was 
nominated,  and  gave  fureties  f<>r  his  fulHiiiffion  and 
fidelity  to  the  monarch ;  who  in  the  full  career  of 
glory  pierced  kito  Mxmfter,  regulated  this  province 
at  his  pka^re,  and  returning  to  Meath^  held  a 
nmnerous  and  ihagnificent  convention  of  thcftates^ 
in  which  his  gsrandeur  and  authority  were  fo  ftrik- 
ingly  difplayed,  that  the  ancient  honours  of  his 
country  leemeiil  to  revive^  at  the  very  moment  when 
all  fudb  expeftations  were  on  the  point  of  being  ut- 
terly C3tliftgtti(hed ;  and  the  infolence  of  triumphant 
ftdion  was  ready  to  produce  a  revolution  more 
important  than  Ireland  had  yet  experknced. 

On  die  very  iirft  appearance  of  an  invafiob 
IXtmod  Mt  the  effefts  of  his  tyrannical  govern- 
ment. His  t^-ibutaries  ha4  &t  once  de&rted  him  ; 
iad  Cctnt  of  die  moft  tonfiderable  2mo^g  them 
as  the  &a«iflilord  oM)ubiin,  and  the  chieftain 
of  Ofibry,  united4m  his  enonies.  His  abjed 
flattety  and  fubmiifi^  eould  not  efioce  th^  memory 
of  his  ftfffliet  fevwities.  ^Thc  chief  of  the 
O'Blrnes^  ^  powerful  iept  in  that  part  of  Ldftfter 
now  cidled  Wkklow,  Was  with  (Mfficulty  perfusuied 
by  the  dtetgy  to  admit  him  to  his  prufence,  difa- 

C  2  vowed 
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vowed  all  attachment  to  him^  and  with  the  haugh- 
tinefs  of  a  fuperior  commanded  him  to  depart^  as 
he  regarded  his  perfonal  fafcty^  And  now,  defea- 
ted, and  degraded,  in  the  bitternefs  of  infulted 
prided  and  me  rage  of  malignant  refentment,  he 
formed  the  defperatc  purpofe  of  abandoning  his 
kingdom,  and  feeking  in  foreign  countries  the 
means  of  regaining  his  ftate,  and  gratifying  his 
revenge.  The  fituation  of  his  territory  naturally 
pointed  out  England  as  his  place  of  immediate 
refuge*^ J  he: embarked  with  fixty  followers,  and 
arrived  at  the  port  of  Briftol.      '^ 

In  England  the  odious  part  of  his  charader  was 
unknown.    He  was  confidered  as  an  injured  prince, 
deferted  by  rebellious  vaffals,  and  forced  from  his 
dominions  by  an  iniquitous  confederacy;  and  he 
was  received  with  a  fuitable  degree  of  pity  and 
refpeft,  efpecially  by  the  clergy,  who  entertained 
the  friend  and  benefaftor  of  their  order  in  the 
monaftery  of  Auguftiries  with  the  utmoft  hofpi- 
tality.'    "Here  he  leiarned  that  Henry  the  king  of 
England,  whom  he  now  profcfled  to  confider  as 
his  fole  refource,  was  engaged  in  Acquitain,  and 
thither  he  immediately  proceeded.,-  He  appeared 
ybefore  the  king  in  all  the  marks  :of  diftrefs  and 
forrow,  and  falling  at  Jjis  feet,  mide  a  paffibnate 
and  affe<fting  narrative  of  his  misfortunes,  enlarged 
on  the  malice  of  his  coun^men,  the  tc^ftchery  of 
his  pretended,  friends,    anliliie  rebellion  of  his 
fubjcdts,^  imploring  the  protection  and  afliftance  of 
Henry,  the  fame  bf  whofe  magnanimity  and  ge- 
nerofity  had  prompted  him  to  this  addrefs  ;  adding^ 
that  if  he  ihould  be  fo  happy  as  to  obtain  his 
powerful  interpofitiOn,  he  would  acknowledge  him 
j:^     -■■■^-■.  -    '  ••  '■      '■"  as 

c  Giraldp^         h  Ibid. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ch.  I.  H    E    N    R    T      11. 


21 


as  his  liege  lord,  and  hold  his  dominions,  which 
he  was  thus  confident  of  regaining,  in  vaflalage  to 
Henry  and  his  heirs.  gf^ 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  acceptable  tp 
the  king  than  tlhis  petition,  which  revived  the 
flattering  ideas  he  had  formerly  conceived,  and 
afforded  a  new  pretence  for  leading  an  army  into 
Ireland.  But  his  affairs  wer?  ftill  perplexed.  His 
conteft  with  the  clergy  fublifted ;  and  he  had  but 
BOW  received  new  proof  of  the  obftinacy  and  vio- 
lence of  Becket ;  while  the  infurredions  of  his 
fubjedls  in  the  provinces  of  France,  fomented 
fccretly  by  Louis,  engaged  him  buiily  both  in  war 
and  negociation.  Yet  ftill  determined  to  improve 
the  prefent  incident  as  far  as  his  fituation  might 
permit,  he  received  the  Irifli  prince  with  the 
utmoft  kindnefsjaffefted  to  commiferatc  his  wrongs, 
made  him  munificent  prefents,  accepted  his  tender 
of  allegiance^,  and  difmiffed  him  with  a  letter  of 
credence  addreffed  to  all  his,fubje6ts,  notifying 
his  grace  and  protedion  granted  to  the  King  of 
Leinfter,  and  declaring  that  whofoever  within  his 
dominions  fhould  be  difpoied  to  aid  him  in  the 
recovery  of  his  territory,  might  be  affured  of  his  . 
free  licence  and  royal  favour.  Dcrmod  returned 
to  England  highly  elevated  by  his  favourable  re- 
ception, and  (till  more  by  the  hopes  of  deriving 
important  advantages  from  this  Tetter.  He  repaired 
once  more  to  Briftol,  the  ufual  refort  of  Irifli 
veffels,  and.  where  of  confequence  he  expedled 
intelligence  from  his  own  country.  Here  he 
made  publication  of  Henry's  letter,  repeated  his 
piteous  tale,  and  laviflied  his  promifes  on  all  thofe 
who  Should  aflift  the  friend  and  vaffal  of  their 
*  fovereign ; 
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foveicigo ;  btt*  without  eflfeft.  Whether  his  ch*- 
rafter  and  coodtift  had  by  this  time  beco  repre- 
sented ifl^n  unfavourable  lights  or  lyibether  a 
difadvanfli^dus  opinion  had  been  formed  of  his 
CQuotryy  no  one  could  be  founds  even  in  tiioft^days 
of  adventure^  to  liften  to  kis  flattering  pro£qi&s» 
and  take  arm&  in  his  caufe* 

A  MONTH"  thus  ejapfcd  without  any  profpe^ 
of  fuccours^  and  Dermod  began  to  abandon  all 
hopes  of  a  reftoration^  when^  as  his  lafl  de^>erat€t 
ofibrt^    he  was  perfuadbd  to  addrefs   himfelf  to 
Richard  earl  of  Chej^w  or  Strigul,   as  it  wa^ 
antiently  named,  foa  of  Gilbert,  a  nobleman  of  the 
illuArious  houfe  of  Clare^  known  by  the  titles  both 
of  Chepftow  and  Pembroke,  and  of  confiderable: 
note   and  confequence  ^n  Wales.     His  fon  was 
diftingui^d  as  well  by  his  military  genius,  as,  by 
his  d^ion  and  alliances ;  attended  by  a  powerfid: 
train^of  followers,  whoie  afiedioos  be  had  gained 
by  his  courtcfy  and  generofity ;    hut,  eftranged 
from  the  royal  favour,  retired  and  difengagcdv  ki& 
fortune  d^pated,   his  diftrefles  urgent,   and  hl& 
profpcfts  gloomy,  he  was  thought  likely  to  comply 
with  the  overtures  of  Permod,  who  prcffed  mm. 
with  the  moft  urgent  folicitations*  Thefe  however 
were  received  with  a  coldneis  and  referve  littlcL 
fuited  to  his  prefent  views.     The  earl,  better  fitted 
for  the  executionr  than  the  coikIu^  of  a  bold 
defign,    was  fcrupulous  and   embarrafled :    and» 
where  he  was  to  take  a  leading  part>  coniidere^ 
every  difficulty  minutely,  and  ftated  every  objection 
in  its  full  force.    He  could  not  con^der  the  general 
licence   of  Henry  as  a  fufficient  warrant  for  a 
meafure  of  fuch  confequence  as  that  of  leading 
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his  vaflals  into  a  foreign  countfy.  Dermod  renewed 
his  inftances^  and  redoubled  his  promifes.  He 
engaged  wen  to  give  him  hia  Daugliter  Eva  in  mar- 
riage^ and  to  make  him  heir  to  his  kingdom  ; 
though  £$nfible  that  he  had  no  power  to  nonunate 
his  heir»  by  the  antient  ufage  and  institutions  of  his 
country  i  fuch  tempting  offers  at  length  prevailed 
over  the  fcruples  of  carl  Riqhard.  He  covenanted 
to  a^ift  him  with  a  coniiderable  force»  which  he 
appointed  to  tranfport  into  Ireland  in  the  enfuing 
^ring,  provided  he  could  obtain  the  king's  partis 
cular  licence  and  approbation*  . 

Elevated  by  the  fuccefs  of  this  negoetatiein''» 
Dermod  conceived  that  he  had  moft  effeiftuaUy 
piTovided  for  his  re-eftablifliment  i  and  jiow  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  to  St.  David's  in  South  Walc^,  in 
order  to  return  privately  into  Ireland^  to  coUcdl: 
the  remains  of  his  adherents^  and  to  prepare  for  the 
reception  of  his  expefted  ally.  He  was  received 
by  toe  bifeop  of  this  fee  with  particular  kindnefs, 
who  affe^ed  the  i^tmoft  indignation  at  his  wrongs» 
and  pity  of  his^  fufFeringSy  and  was  panicularly 
ihidiQi)s  to  gain  friends  to  a  prince  whofe  munifi*<* 
ceskQC  to  his  clergy  "had  every  where  made  him  a 
favourite  of  the  order,  in  defpite  of  tyranny  and 
adultery.  Rice  Fitz-Griffith,  who  commanded  in 
this  country,  had  for  fome  time  meditated  a  revolt 
£tom  the  king  of  England.  RoBert  Fit^sc-Stephcn, 
an  active,  brave,  and  ffcilful  foldier,  had  been 
entrufted  by  the  Welchman  with  the  government 
of  Cardigan  ;  but  as  he  proved  not  well  difpofcd 
to  favour  his  rebellious  defigns,  he  was  feized  by 
his  order,  and  confined  three  years  in  prifon. 
Such  was  the  opinion  formed  of  his  abilities  in 
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war,  that* Rice  now  made  him  a  voluntary  offer  of 
his  liberty,  provided  he  would   unite  with  him 
againft  king  Henry.     Fitz-Stephen,  though  nearly 
allied  to  this  chief  by  his  mother's  fide,  was  yet 
utterly  averfe  from  fuch  a  fcrvice.     His  Father  was 
a  Norman,  and  he  himfelf,   of  confequence,  at- 
tached to  the  interefts  of  the  Englifti   monarch. 
Solicitous  at  thfe  fame  time,  to  regain  his  liberty, 
he  reprefented  to  Fitz-Griffith,  that  although  he 
could  not  take  arms  againft  his  liege-lord  he  yras 
yet  willing  to  decline  all  part   in  the  projected 
conteft ;  that  the  Irifli  prince  folicited  affiftance ; 
that  he  would  gladly  hazard  his  life  and  fortune  in 
a  foreign  land,  fo  as  not  to  oppofe,  fince  he  could 
not   aflift  him.      Thefe  inftances   were  urgently 
enforced .  by   the  bifliop  and  by   Maurice  Fitz- 
Gerfld,  maternal   brotlier  to  Fitz-Stephen,  a  lord 
of  diftinguifhed  worth  and  valour,  who  with  fomc 
other  adventurous  knights  of  Wales  now  confented 
to  take  part  in  the  Iri(h  expedition.     Robert,  thus 
fet  at  liberty,  convenanted  to  engage  with  all  his 
followers  in  the  fervice  of  Dermod,  who  on  his 
part  promifed  to  cede  to  the  two  principle  leaders, 
Fitz-Stephen  and  Fitz-Gerald,  the  entire  dominion 
of  th6   town  of  Wexford,  with  a  large  adjoining 
territory,  as  foon  as  by  their  affiftance  he   ftiould 
be  reinftated  in  his  rights. 

Such  was  the  original  fchemc  of  an  invafion, 
which  in  the  event  proved  of  fo  great  importance. 
An  odious  fugitive,  driven  fropi  his  province  by 
fadion  and  revenge,  gains  a  few  adventurers  in 
Wales,  whom  youthful  valour  or  diftrefs  of  fortune 
led  into  Ireland,  in  hopes  of  fome  advantageous 
fettlements.  Dermod,  who  no  doubt,  encouraged 
his  new  allies  by  the  aflurance  of  a  powerful  rein- 
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forccment  of  his  countrymen,  was  obliged  to  afFed: 
impatience  to  depart,  and  to  provide  for  their  re^ 
ception.      He  paid  his  vows  in  the  church  of  St. 
David,  embarked,  landed  in  Ireland,  paiTed  with- 
out difcovery  through  the  quarters  of  his  enemies^ 
arrived  at  Ferns,  and  was  entertained  and  concealed 
in  the  mohaftry  which  he  himfelf  had  ereded ; 
waiting  impatiently  for  the  return  of  fpring,  when 
theEnglifh  powers  were  to  come  to  his  affiftance'*. 
To  the  clergy  he  took  care  to  magnify  his  gracious 
reception  by  king  Henry,  the  difpofitions  of  the 
Eoglifh  in  his  favour,  and  the  number,  force,  and 
valour  of  the  confederates  he  expeded.    The  intel- 
ligence was  induilrioufly  fpread  abroad,  and  ferved 
to  animate  his  adherents;  who  incautioufly  crowded 
in  confiderable  numbers  to  their  old   mailer,  and 
received  his  affurances   of  a  fpeedy  and  efFeduai 
fupport.     As  the  fecret  of  his  retu;rn  could  not  be 
long  concealed,  he  aiTumed  the  appearance  of  the 
Qtmoft  confidence.   ^He  even  marched  at  the  head 
of  his  adherents,  and  poiTeiTed  him  of  a  part  of  his 
dominions    called   Hi-Ken felagli.      Yet   fecretly 
diftradted  and   terrified,  tormented  by  delay,  and 
dreading  a  difappointment,  he  difpatched  Regan*, 
his  faithful  domeflic  into  England,  to  haflen  the 
fuccours  already  promifed,  and  to  folicit  others, 
with  an  afifurance  of  rich  fettlements  and  large  re^ 
wards  to  all  adventurers. 

RoDERic'',  who  was  ilill  bufily  employed  in 
eftabliihing  his  authority,  confirming  his  adherents, 
and  terrifying  his  fecret  enemies,  was  not  long 
uninformed  of  the  relurn  of  Dermod*  Fame 
magnified  the  force  he  had  colleded,  and  con- 
verted a  few  followers  of  Wales,  who    embarked 
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with  this  prince,  into  an  army  of  foreigners. 
Podihly  the  new  chieftain  of  Leinfter  was  author 
of  this  report,  as  he  feems  to  have  found  no 
refources  in  his  own  valour  and  abilities,  but  to 
have  relied  entirely  on  the  prote6:ion  of  Roderio. 
The  monarch  had  lately  obliged  the  northern 
chieftains,  whom  he  moft  fuipeAed,  to  acknow*<- 
kdge  his  fupremacy  ^  and  was  now  impatient  to 
regulate  the  diforders  both  of  Meath  and  Tho- 
mond,  in  each  of  which  provinces  the  violence 
of  local  feuds  and  factions  bad  ended  in  the 
murder  of  the  reigning  princes.  Yet  ftil)  refolving 
to  chaftife  the  infdence  of  the  Leinfter  chief,  he 
&ddenly  coUeded  fome  forces,  and  with  his  faith- 
ful aflbciate  O'Ruarc  marched  into  the  country  of 
Hi-«Kenfelagh. 

DejImod,  terrified  at  this  incurfion  of  hU  inve- 
terate enemies  fled  into  his  woods  for  (helter ;  and 
favoured  by  the  advantage  of  fituation,  made  a 
ihew  of  refiftanqe,  and  even  flcwmi£Ued  with  the 
enemy^  without  any  confiderable  difadvantage  or 
difgrace.  In  theiirft  aftion  the  forces  of  Coatiaugbt 
were  repelled  with  fome  lofs  :  another  battle  en^ 
fucd,  in  which  th»  Tainift,  or  fucceffor  cU£t  of 
O'Ruatc,  fell;  and  on  the  part  of  Dermod,  a 
young  Ic^  of  Wales,  whom  the  Iriib  annals  in 
the  flyle  of  their  nation,  call  a  king's  fon,  together 
with  others  of  inferiour  note,  were  killed.  But 
thisrchieftain,  fenfible  of  his  own  weaknefs,  and 
the  neceility  of  amufing  his  aflkilants,  artfully 
propofed  to  treat,  made  folemn  profeffiqns  of  the 
moft  abjed:  fubmiflion  to  Roderic,  and  formally 
renounced  his  claim  to  the  government  of  Lein- 
Her;  rcquefting,  as  an  object  of  compaffion,  to  be 
billowed  to  retain  ten  cantreds  only  of  the  province, 
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whi^h  hiC  promif^d  to  hold  in  abfolute  dependence 
upon  Roderic,  and  in  perfedt  fubmiflion  to  that 
monarch.  To  him  he  tendered  feven  hoftagcs  as 
a  furcty  for  his  obedience ;  and  to  O'Ruarc  one 
hundred  ounces  of  Gold^  as  an  inducement  to 
bury  all  old  animofities  in  oblivion,  and  to  grant 
\m  favoux  and  protedlion  to  an  unhappy  prince, 
whon[i  he  could  nq  longer  confider  a$  a  rival, 
divefted,  as  he  was,  of  all  the  ancient  rights  and 
]ionours  of  his  family.  Roderic,^  intent  on  objedls 
apparently  more  important,  accepted  his  iniidious 
ittbmifBon  \  confented  to  reniiC  this  fmall  portion 
of  territory  to  Dcrmod,  received  his  hoftages,  and 
haftened  to  make  the  neceffary  difpoiitioas  in  other 
provinces. 

But  the  period  at  length  arrived,,  when  Dermod 
was  to  difcover  his  infincerity,  and  to  aflert,  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  the  rights  he  had  fo  folemnly  re- 
linquifhed.'  Robert  Fitz-Stephen'  had  collefted  his 
forces,  confining  of  thirty  knights,  fixty  men  in 
armour,  and  three  hundred  archers^  all  chofen  men 
of  Wales,  and  embarking  in  three  ihips  about  the 
bcginnkig  of  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year  eleven 
humked  and  i^venty^  arrived  at  a  creek  called  the 
Btn,  near  the  City  of  Wexford.  With  thefe  came 
Hervey  of  Mountmorres,  not  with  any  military 
train,  but  as  the  ^xiiiTary  of  his  nepl^ew  the  earl 
of  Chepftow,  to  furvey  the  country,  and  to  report 
its  ftate  and  ciicumftanccs  to  Richard*  fo  as  to 
direA  him.  in  bis  intended  enterprise.  This  troop 
was  the  very  next  day  reinforced  by  Maurice  of 
Pendergaft,  a  valliant  Welchnaan,  at  the  head  of 
ten  knights  and  two  hundred  archers.  The  com- 
mtotion  wliich  wa«  naturally  produced  through  the 
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adjacent  country  by  the  landing  of  a  foreign  force, 
ferved  ^o  alarm  the  Britons,  who,  before  they 
adventured  to  march  forward,  fent  immediately 
to  Dermod  to  notify  their  arrival,  and  to  demand 
his  afliftance.  The  Iri(h  prince  was  fillfed  with  the 
utmoft  exultation.  Numbers  of  his  fubjefts,  who 
had  abandoned  him  in  his  diftrefs,  confidered  this 
event  as  a  certain  aflurance  of  his  fpeedy  reftoration, 
and  now  crowded  eagerly  to  his  ilanclard.  He 
inftantly  fent  five  hundred  men,  headed  by  his 
natural  fon  Donald,  a  youth  of  diftinguiftied  bra- 
very, to  join  the  invaders.  He  himfelf  foon 
followed,  received  his  foreign  allies  with  every 
expreffion  of  joy  and  afFedlion,-  renewed  thofe 
promises  he  had  made  in  England;  and  their 
mutual  ftipulations  being  adjufted,  and  ratified 
with  all  due  folemnity,  they  proceeded  to  concert 
the  operations  of  war,  and  the  meafures  moft 
efFedlual  for  their  own  interefts  and  the  fervice  of 
the  prince  of  Leinfter. 

It  was  refolved  to  march  to  Wexford^,  a  city 
about  twelve  miles  diilant  from  their  place  of 
landing,  the  redudion  of  which  was  an  objeft  of 
great  importance,  and  of  which  Fitz-Stephen  was 
by  treaty  to  become  poiTeflbr.  It  was  garrifoned 
by  a  body  of  Irifti  and  Oilmen  as  they  were  called, 
men  of  violent  and  undifciplined  bravery,  who 
marched  out  boldly  to  meet  their  aflailants.  But 
when  they  came  to  view  the  Britifti  forces,  whoie 
numbers  they  had  defpifed,  they  found  an  enemy 
quite  different  from  thofe  they  had  hitherto  en- 
countered; no  difordered  crowd,  but  a  regular 
and  well-appointed  body,  whofc  barbed  horfes, 
(hining  armour,  regular  difcipline,  and  compofure, 
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formed  a  new  and  terrifying  fpcdlacle  to  thefe  na- 
tives. They  declined  the  engagement;  yet  ftill 
refolving  to  defend  their  city  even  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity, they  fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs  and  adjacent 
villages,  and  retired  within  their  walls. 

Fitz-Stephen  and  his  aflfociates,  encouraged 
by  this  retreat,  advanced  with  the  greater  confi- 
dence, led  up  their  forces  to  the  walls,  and  making 
the  neceffary  difpofitions^,  proceeded  to  a  vigorous 
aflault,  aflured  of  immediate  vidory.  But  the 
garrifon,  on  their  part,  made  ^  obftinate  defence  : 
and  after  many  efforts  of  valour,  the  Britons  had 
the  mortification  to  find  themfelves  obliged  to  retire 
with  the  lofs  of  eighteen  of  their  number.  Their 
Irifh  allies  were  confounded  at  the  ill  fucCefs  of 
this  firft  attempt :  but  the  fpirit  of  Fitz-Stephen 
was  not  fo  eafily  fubdued.  He  drew  off  his  men 
to  the  fea-fliore,  and  to  convince  them  that  their 
fole  reliance  muft  be  upon  their  valour,  he  fet  fire 
to  his  own  tranfports  among  other  veffels  which 
lay  at  anchor  ;  and  the  next  day,  having  firft 
ordered  divine  fervice  to  be  performed  in  his  camp, 
with  all  folemnity,  he  dilpofed  his  forces  with 
greater  care  and  circumfpeftion,  and  again  led  them 
to  the  affault,  animated  by  devotion,  impatient  of 
their  late  difgrace,  and  convinced  of  the  necefilty 
of  conquering. 

Their  motions  had  not  bcenunobferved  by  the 
garrifon''.  Thefe  men,  who  were  accuftomcd  to 
lee  contefts  finally  decided  by  the  fuccefs  of  one 
vigorous  impreffion,  were  aftonifhed  at  this  perfe- 
vering  refolution.  'The  Clergy  in  particular  were 
terrified,  and  made  the  moft  paffionate  remonftran- 
ccs  again  ft  an  oppofition  which  muft  prove  fatal 
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to  ali  within  the  walls,  h  was  at  length  agreed  to 
treat  with  the  befiegers  :  and  a  de^utati<Ai  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  with  two  feyercwd  bilOK^s 
at  their  head  were  fent  to  fettle  the  terms  of  capi- 
tulation. They  ptopofed  that  Wexford  ftiould  be 
furrendered  to  Dcrmod,  that  all  the  inhabitants 
fhould  acknowledge  hitn  as  their  fo^ereign,  be 
admitted  to  renew  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  and 
received  into  his  fervice^;  and  that  four  principal 
citizens  Should  become  hoftages  for  the  peaceable 
fubmiflion  and  fidelity  of  the  Wexfordians.  The 
infolence,  Tefentmeftt,  and  fufpicions  of  Dermod 
protracted  this  treaty  for  three  days ;  when  the 
authority  of  his  prelates  and  the  advice  of  his 
foreign  allies  at  length  prevailed.  He  accepted  the 
fubmiflion  of  his  repenting  fubjedts,  and,  entered 
Wexford  in  triumph.  And  now,  to  demonftrate 
his  gratitude  and  good  faith,  Fitz-Stephen  and 
Fitz-Gerald,  whofe  fpcedy  arrival  was  expeded, 
were  jointly  inverted  with  the  lordftiip  of  this  city 
and  its  domain.  Hervey  of  Mountmorres  alfo  was 
declared  lord  of  two  coafiderable  diftrids  on  the 
Coaft,  between  Wexford  and  Waterford,  in  order 
to  gratify  his  nephew  earl  Richard,  and  to  convince 
him  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  in  the  fervice  of 
the  prince  of  Leinfter.  Here  then  was  the  firft 
colony  of  Britifti  inhabitants  planted  -by  thcfe  lords ; 
and  here  they  remained  for  many  years^diflinguiihed 
*fi:om  the  natives,  in  their  manners  ]»id  language ; 
nor  even  at  this  day>  after  fb  many  various  changes 
and  revolutions,  are  they  completely  blended  with 
the  original  inhabitaiits. 

After  a  few  days   fefidence  at  Wexford^, 
Dermod  led  the  Britifh  forces  to  his  ufual  abode 
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at  Ferns,  wfcere  three  weeks  were  Ipent  in  refirefli^ 
kig  the  foldiers,  feafting  theit  commanders,  and 
concerting  their  ftiture  operations.  By  the  accefiion 
of  the  garrifon>  his  army  was  now  cncreafcd  to  three 
thoa£ind  men,  exclufive  of  his  foreign  forces  :  and 
revenge  no  lefs  than  policy  determined  hind  to 
make  that  f)art  of  Leinfter  called  0^>ry  the  feat 
of  war.  The  lord  of  this  diftrid  had  not  only 
revolted  from  Dermod  in  hrs  diftrefs^  and  united 
with  Roderic,  but  had  formerly  poffeficd  himfelf 
of  a  {6n  of  the  prince  of  Leinftcr,  either  as  on 
hoftage  or  a  vifitor  at  his  courts  and  conceiving 
feme  fufpicions  pf  him  as  holding  an  unlawful 
intercourfe  with  his  wife*  feized  him  in  the  rage  of 
jcaloufy,  and  with  a  cruelty  not  then  peculiai*  to 
Irdand*  ordered  his  eyes  to  be  put  ciit.  The 
unhappy  youth  expired  under  the  operation ;  and 
the  famer  harboured  the  rhoft  violent  and  implaca-* 
ble  refentment,  which  he  now  determined  that  the 
prince  of  Oflbry  Should  feel.  He  AflcmWed  the 
Britifli  leaders,  pathetically  related  the  injury  he 
had  received  from  this  chieftain,  the  moll  maligna  ' 
naatof  his  rebellious  fubjeds,  whom  his  honour  and 
his  intereft  equally  obliged  him  to  reduce,  without 
dday ;  c^ferved  that  his  whole  reliance  was  on  their 
coDdtti^  and  valour,  which  his  countrymen  were 
aow  taught  to  dread  i  and  entreated  their  concur*- 
rcnce  in  his  intended  expedition  into  Oifory,  where 
the  very  terrour  of  the  English  namp  affured  them 
of  an  eafy  vidtory.  To  this  they  readily  replied, 
diat  the  very  putpoie  of  tl^eir  expedition  was  to 
nfkott  him  to  his  dignity  and  authority^  and  that 
it  >t>7a5  his  part  to  direi^  their  operations* 
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The  fame  of  this  intended  expecfition  was  foon 
fpread  abroad  ""^  and  the  Oflbrians  roufed  by  the 
dreadful  intelligence .  that  Dcrmod  prepared,  to 
fpread  fire  and  flaughter  through  their  territory, 
their  undaunted  prince  marched  to  his  frontier  at 
the  head  of  a  confiderable  force^  amounting  to  five 
thoufand  men;  and^  ftrongly  entrenched  amidft 
woods  and  moraifes^  waited  the  approach  of  his 
invaders.  The  onfet  was  violent,  and  fuflained 
with  the  utmoft  firmnefs  :  the  efforts  of  the  Bri- 
tons were  repeatedly  foiled  and  repelled ;  till  the 
Oflbrians,  tranfported  by  the  ardour  of  vidlory, 
quitted  their  advantageous  iituation,  and  poured 
down  raflily  into  the  plain,  in  purfuit  of  an  enemy 
whe  fled  on  purpofe  to  betray  them  into  this  fatal 
crrour.  Their  difordered  numbers  were  here 
oppofed  to  the  Britifli  cavalry,  condudted  by  a 
iicilful  general;  and  the  con  tell  was*  fpeedily  de- 
cided, *  The  Offorians  were  driven  off  the  field, 
and  vigouroufly  porfued  till  the  vidtors  in  their  turn 
were,  by  their  ignorance  of  the  country,  betrayed 
into  a  dangerous  fituation,  amidft  moraffes,  where 
their  heavy  armed  cavalry  could  not  ad.  Dermod 
apprifed  them  of  this  danger  in  due  time ;  for  the 
enemy  were  again  colleding,  and  prepared  to  renew 
the  engagement  with  an  appearance  fo  formidable, 
that  his  Irifli  forces  could  not  diflemble  their  fenfe 
of  the  approaching  danger.  Unexperienced  in  the 
artifices  of  war,  they  attributed  the  quicknefs  of 
the  foreigners  in  retiring  before  the  enemy  to  the 
want  of  courage,  and  feparated  themfelves  from  a 
body,  who,  they  faid,  could  run  like  the  wind^  : 
while  Dermpd  on  his  part  began  to  fufpe<S  that 
the  men  of  Wexford  intencled  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  defcrting  to  the  enemy ;  and  therefore, 
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for  his  greater  fafety,  joined  the  Britifti  battalion. 
But  the  conduift  and  refblution  of  his  allies  pre- 
vented the  pernicious  effedts  of  thefe  fufpicions> 
and  once  more  prevailed  over  undifciplined- and 
inexperienced  numbers.  They  again  fufFered  them- 
fches  to  be  driven  through  the  defiles  and  morafles, 
to  the  plain,  firm,  and  open  ground ;  then  advan- 
ced vigourouflyi  while  a^feleft  body,  placed  in 
ambufh  for  this  purpofe,  charged  the  enemy  in  the 
rear.  The  Ofibrians  fled  on  all  fides ;  and  the  Irifli 
in  the  fervice  of  Dcrmod  purfued,  and  completed 
the  rout.  They  returned  from  the  carnage  laden 
with  three  hundred  heads  of  the  flaughtered  enemy, 
which  they  prefented  to  their  prince.  If  we  may 
believe  Giraldus'',  he  turned  and  examined  them 
diftin<9:ly,  and  in  all  the  infernal  triumph  of  re- 
venge clafped  his  hands  paflionately,  and  returned 
thanks  to  heaven.  The  hiftorian  adds  a  circum- 
ftance  too  horrid  to  be  believed,  or  even  menti- 
oned, but  with  reluftancci  that  having  difcovered 
in  this  bleeding  heap  the  head  of  one  of  his  mortal 
foes,  the  monfter  feized  it^  fattened  his  teeth  upon 
the  ghaftly  vifage,  and  mangled  it  in  the  phrenzy 
of  favage  rage  and  malice.  Surely  the  ^humane  and 
generous  Britons  could  not  have  been  witneffes  of 
fuch  an  aftion ! 

The  Britifli  commanders  w^uld  gladly  have 
improved  this  viAory,  by  keeping  the  field  until 
the  prince  of  Oflbry  ihould  be  completely  reduced  ^y 
rather  than  incur  the  danger  of  being  again  at- 
tacked in  their  retreat.  But  they  were  now  in  the 
fervice  of  a  prince  ufed  to  another  kind  of  war. 
He  had  defeated  his  enemy,  ravaged  and  burnt  his 
territory  ;  and  contented  for  the  prcfent  with  fuch 
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iuccefs,  he  once  more  led  his  army  back  to  Ferns ; 
where  his  vaflal  lords  attended  him  in  his  good 
fortune,  to  deprecate  his  refentment,  and  renew 
their  engagements.  Thofe  who  ftill  refufed  to 
fubmit  were  harrafled  by  his  incurfions.,  Decies, 
the  territory  of  OTaolan,  and'that  part  of  Wicklow, 
known  by  the  name  of  Glandelagh,  felt  the  ut- 
moft  fury  of  his  ravages.  The  prince  of  Ofibry, 
notwhhltanding  his  defeat,  ftill  dared  to  appear  in 
arms-  and  defy  the  power  of  Dermod,  and  was 
therefore  expofed  to  a  fecond  invalion.  Conlcious 
that  his  original  offence  could  not  readily* admit 
of  an,  accommodation^  he  prepared  for  an  obftinate 
and  defperate  refiftance.  For  three  days  he  main- 
tained his  poft  againft  the  repeated  affaults  of  his 
invaders  :  and  though  his  forces  were  at  length 
broken,  they  were  by  no  means  fubdued,  but  ftill 
waited  for  a  fair  occafion  of  making  head  againft 
an  enemy,  who  allowed  them  to  re-aflemble,  by 
retiring  when  the  viftory^as  once  obtained. 

A  FORTUNATE  incident  foon  encouraged  the 
•OiTorians  to  become  invaders  in  their  turn^. 
Dermod  by  his  infolence  or  negledl  had  provoked 
Maurice  of  Prendergaft  to  renounce  his  fervice ; 
and,  by  attempting  to  prevent  his  return  into 
Wale's,  forced  this  lord  with  his  whole  troop  to 
follow  the  infidious  advice  of  the  Weifordians, 
and  to  unite  with  the  prince  of  Ofibry.  So  for- 
midable an  opinion  had  been  entertained  in  Leinftcr 
of  the  Englifli  prowefs,  and  fo  great  expedtations 
were  formed  from  fuch  a  flcnder  re-inforcement, 
that  this  chieftain  was  now  emboldened  to  make 
an  inipad  into  the  territories  of  Dermod.  He 
harrafled  his  tributaries,  and  ravaged  his  country ; 
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but  Prendergaft  was  too  fenfible  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  prince  of  Leinfter  to  fufFer  his  new 
^ffociate  to  meet  him  in  the  field  :  efpecially  as  the 
lofs  fuftained  by  his  own  defedlion  was  now  fup- 
plied  by  the  arrival  of  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald,  \^o 
landed  at  Wexford  with  his  jpowers,  confifting  of 
ten  knights,  thirl^v  horfemen,  and  one  hundred 
archers.  ^  . 

The  Offorian,  though  not  ftrong  enough  to 
engage  in  any  enterprize  of  real  confequencC",  was 
yet  defirous  to  retain  Prendergaft  in  his  fervice : 
and  when  this  commander,  dilgufted  at  his  new 
alliance,  and  dfeading  treachery  from  the^rifti  of 
Offory,  determined  once  again  to  return  to  Wales, 
he  even  attempted  to  oppofe  his  paflage  by  force. 
Theaddrefs  and  valour  of  Maurice  extricated  him 
from'the  danger,  and  fecured  his  retreat :  and  the 
prince  of  Offory  foon  found  it  neceffary  to  amufe 
nis  implacable  enemy  by  a  fubmiffion,  which  with 
fome  relu<ftanceDermod  at  length  fuUenly  accepted. 

While  this  prince  proceeded  thus  fuccefsfully 
in  reducing  his  revolted  fubjedts,  RodeYic,  the 
Irifli  monarch,  was  bufily  engaged  in  meafures 
Galculated  for  intimidating  his  rivals  and  enemies, 
an4fupporting  the  dignity  of  his  ftation°.  The 
infincere  fubmiflions  of  many,  the  moft  powerful 
of  the  Irifli  dynafts,  and  the  internal  difor^ers  .of 
different  provinces,  called  him  off  frofti  the  appa- 
rently lefs  interefting  affairs  of  Leinfter,  and  kept 
him  in  perpetual  agitation.  To  give  his  fovereignty 
thi  greater  dignity  and  refpeft,  he  repeatedly  fum- 
n^oned  the.  ,eftates  of  the  nation,  revived  fuch 
antient  inflitutions  as  fervcd  to  ftrike  the  multitude 
D  2  with 
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with  lively  impreffions  of  his  power  and  grandeur  ; 
ordained  new  laws^^  beftowed  his  graces  upon  the 
clergy,  regulated  their  feminarie^,  made  additio*-^ 
nal  donations  to  the  profcflbrs  of  the  learning  of 
his  days,  and  by  ev.ery  populdr  mcafurc  ftudied 
to  gain  the  refpe<%,  and  command  the  obedience 
cf  his  vaflals.  ,  The  commotions  of  Leinfter  he 
affedted  to  confider  as  merely  local,  a  conteft  be* 
tween  an  inferiour  prince  and  his  tributaries,  and 
the  arrival  of  foreigners  to  the  affiftance  of  Dermod 
as  an  incident  totally  unimportant.  The  nation 
had  been  Yor  ages  ufed  to  fee  petty  troops  of  fo- 
reigners engagie  in  the  fervice  of  fome  provincial 
chieftain,  who  paid  and  difmiffed  them  when  his 
conteft  was  decided..  But  the  famt  of  the  exploits 
and  progrefs  of  thefe  warlike  Britons  began  to 
fpread  through  the  ifland,  and  was  received  not 
without  furpri^e  and  terrour.  The  defeat  of  the 
Onbrians,  who  had  been  the  declared  partizans  of  , 
Roderic,  and  Dcrmod*s  contemptuous  violation  of 
his  treaty, ,  feemed  to  caft  a  fhade  of  diflionour  upon 
the  government  of  this  nionarch,  and  to  demand 
his  immediate  and  vigorous  interpofition.  And  as 
other  provinces  were  now  compofed,  and  that  the 
affairs  of  Leinfter  could  tiot  be  negle<3:ed  without 
the  utmoft  difgrace  to  his  authority,  he  determined 
to  march,  in  all  the  majefty  and  terrour  of  an 
offended  fovereign,  againft  Dermod  and  his  fo- 
reigners^ before  they  were  enabled  by  any  additi- 
onal reinforcements^  to  fpread  the  flames  of  war 
ftill  further. 

The  feveral  chieftains  were  fummoned  to  attend 
his  ftandard,  their  vaflals  were  colkded  ;  the 
whole  united  army  was  aflembled  and  reviewed  at 
Tarah,  the  renowned  feat  of  ancient  Irifh  grandeur; 

,         ,      and 
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and  attended   their  monarch  to  Dublin^,     Here 
were  difcovcred  the  firft  fymptons  of  th^t  internal 
weaknefs  which  lay  concealed  tinder  this  parade 
and  oftentation.     The  northern  chieftains,  who 
yielded  to  none  of  their  countrymen  in  military 
honour,  had  marched  thus  far^  under  the  command 
of  Rodcric,  with   their  numerous    and    warlike 
troops.    But  many  of  thefe  chieftains,  he  knew, 
paid  him  a  relu(Sant  and  infidious  obedience,  and 
were  fecretly  favourers   of   the  rival   family   of 
Hi-Nial.     Dreading   this  infincerity,    and  juftly 
fufpeSing  that  on  fome,  critical  e^mergenty  they 
might  avow  their  difafFe<Sion,  and  perhaps  defert 
to  the  enemy,  he  difmifled  the  Northern  forces*, 
as  if  the  prcfent  fcrvice  was  not  fufficiently  im- 
portant to  require  their  concur  rence,^  or  to   detain* 
them  from  '  their  own  habitatHns  and   concerns. 
His  provincial  troops,  thofe  of  0*Ruarc,  thofe  of 
Thom#id,  and  fome  from  the  lords   of  Leinfter, 
who  ftill  oppofed  thcif  chieftain,  formed  an  army 
greatly  fupcriour  to  the  forces  he  was  to^ncounter : 
and  E)ermod  had  fcarcely  received  the  news  of  this 
formidable  confederacy,  when  he  was  again  infor- 
oied  that  the  united  powers  of  the  monarch  had 
aftually  entered  his  territories,  and   commenced 
hoftilities. 

This  firft  appearance  of  a  reverfe  of  fortune 
ferved  to  convert  the  infolence  of  his  fuccefs  into 
^he  moft  abjed:  and  unmanly  difmay-  And^^  to 
complete  his  confuiion,  numbers  of  his  own 
vaflals^,  who  had  but  juft  now  bound  thcmfelves 
to  his  fervice  by  the  moft  folcmn  oaths,  made  a 
faithlefs  revolt  to  the  enemy :  and  even  thofe,  who 
;    '  •  had 
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had  not  yet  defer  ted,  he  had  too  good  reafon  to 
fufpeft.  V  In  this,  which  he  regarded  as  the  extre- 
mity of  diftrefs,  he  loft  all  hopes,  even  in  his 
Britifh  allies  ;  and  communicated  his  intelligence 
to  their  leaders  with  the  dejeftion  of  a  man  totally 
defperate.  Fitz-Stephen  is  faid  to  have  endea- 
voured to  allay  thefe  terrours  j  and  to  have  repre- 
icnted,  with  fome  warmth,  that  a  prince  fhould . 
not  only  difplay  his  perfonal  bravery  in  the  field,  but 
poffefs  his  mind  with  that  firmnefs  and  magna- 
nimity which  might  enable  him  to  encounter  the 
fevereft;^  diftrefs ;  that  a  fteady  and  welJ-colle<aed 
mind  could  not  fail  of  its  refources,  even  in  the 
moft  alarming  events  :  at  worft,  an  honourable 
death  was  the  laft  glorious  refource  of  an  undaunted 
fpirit ;  the  Britains  were  ftill  faithful  to  his  caufe, 
ready  to  fhare  hi^  fortunes,  the  friends  of  his 
diftrefs,  as  well  as  of  his  profperity.  Such  rem.on- 
ftrances  were  fucceeded  by  a  ferious  deliheration 
on  the  meafures  necefTary  ftr  their  defence.  As 
the  enemy  was  fo  fuperiour  in  numbers,  it  was 
refolved  to 'retire  to  a  ftation  near  Ferns,  difficult 
and  dangerous  of  accefs,  furrounded  with  deep 
and  impaflable  woods,  precipices,  and  morafles  ; 
which  by  art  and  labour  was  foon  rendered  im- 
pregnable to  an  enemy  more  diftinguifhed  by  rude 
valour  than  by  miHtary  fkilL  And  thus  entrenched 
and  fortified,  they  fcemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
invaders. 

RoDERic  confidered  their  prefent  advantage  of 
fituation"",  the  danger  of  attacking  an  enemy  thus 
ftationed,  which  had  frequently  been  experienced 
in  all  the  Irifti  wars^  the  precarious  event  of  battle, 
the  fatal  confequences  to   his   authority  frOTu  a 
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defeat,  or  even  from  the  leaft  difgrace  which  migl>t 
attend  his  arms ;  and  determined  to  try  every  expe- 
dient of  policy,  before  he  had  recourfe  to  the  final 
decifion  of  the  fworS.  His  firft  attempt  was  to 
prevail  upon  the  Britifh/orces  to  detach  themfelves 
from  Dermod  :  and  for  this  purpofe,  by  his  depu- 
ties, he  is  faid  to  have  reprefented  to  Fitz-Stephen 
the  injuftice  of  his  prefent  conduft  in  leading  an 
army  into  a  ftrange  country,  where  he  had  no 
claims  or  pretenfions  to  fuppof  t,  in  feizing  lands 
and  projedting  fctriements,  when  the  rightful  pof- 
fcflbrs,  far  from  entertaining  any  hoftile  difpofitions 
to  his  followers,  were  ftill  contented  that  the 
Britons  fhould  be  fufFered  to  depart  unmolefted : 
that  it  was  (hameful  for  a  brave  and  generous  people 
to  efpoufe  the  odious  caufe  of  a  tyrant  and  adulterer; 
unreafonable  to  involve  themfelves  in  the  ruin  now 
impending  over  him,  and  extravagant  to  fuppofe 
that  the  forces  of  an  Iri(h  monarch  could  not  crufli 
an  enemy  in  his  diftrefs,  whom  they  had  fuccefs- 
fujly  attacked  in  the  midft  of  his  profperity,  and 
driven  into  abjedt  banifhment,  in  defpite  of  Ms 
moft  vigorous  efforts :  that  their  only  juft  and 
rcafonable  meafure  was  to  retire  in  peace,  and  leave 
him  to  his  fate ;  efpecially  as  Roderic  confented 
not  only  to  allow  them  a  feeure  departure,  but  to 
defray  the  expences  of  their  voyage. 

In  thefe  overtures  Fitz-Stephen  readily  difcovered 
the  diffidence  and  timidity  by  which  they  had  been 
dictated,  and  therefore  was  the  m§re  emboldened 
to  rcjeift  them.  He  replied,  that  the  Britons  had 
not  come  to  invade  the  rights  of  others,  but  to 
take  poffeffion  of  their  own,  which  they  claimed 
by-treaty  with  the  king  of  Leinfter ;  to  him  they 
Aood  engaged  by  every  tic  of  juftice  and  honour  ; 
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nor  was  it  their  cuftom  to  forfake  their  allies  on  the 
firft  alarm  of  oppofition,  or  to  be  feduced  frona 
their  attachments  by  a  bribe  :  that  foldiers  weflre 
not  ufed  to  liften  with  fevcri^  tp  old  tales  of  any 
man's  amours  j  nor  could  Rodcric  himfelf,  whofe 
fpurious  iflue  was  well  known,  boaft  of  confum- 
mate  chaftity  :  that  he  and  his  •aflbciates  were 
utterly  at  1  lofa  to  conceive  the  purpofe  of  this 
deputation  :  his  advice  or  fricndfhip  they  neither 
wanted  nor  accepted ;  if  he  ventured  to  predi<ft 
the  event  of  the  prefent  cdnteft,  they  had  no 
reliance  on  his  fagacity  j  if  he  commanded  as  a 
monarch,  thay  were  ftrangers  to  his  authority  5  if 
he  threatened  as  an  enemy,  they  defied  his  power. 

The  deputies  thus  unfuccefsful  in  their  firft 
attempt^!  adHreffed  themfelves  in  the  next  place  to 
Dermod.  They  called  upon  him,  in  the  name  of 
their  mailer,  to  detach  himfelf  from  the  ftrangers, 
to  unite  with  his  countrymen,  and  ackAowl6dge 
his  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Connaught*  On  this 
condition  they  aflured  him '  that  he  (hould  be 
eftablifhed  in  his  rights;  that  his  fovereign  was 
even  ready  tc^defend  him  againft  the  danger  of  his 

Erefent  unnatural  alliance  :  that  the  Britons  meant 
ut  to  improve  the  pretence  which  he  had  precipi- 
tately afforded  them,  to  eftablifh  a  permanent  and 
powerful  fettlement  irf  Leinfter;  to  ftrengthen 
themfelves  gradually  by  a  fucceffion  of  new  adven- 
turers, fo  as  to  drive  him  from  his  territories ;  to 
reduce  the  whMe  province  to  a  ftate  of  flavifh 
dependence,  and  poffibly  to  extend  their  power  yet 
further :  that  his  intereu  and  his  honour,  the  duty 
which  he  owed  to  himfelf,  to  his  fovereign,  and 
to  his  country,  obliged  him  to  turn  his  arms  againfl 

the 
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♦ 

the  common  enemy,  and  to  drive  aWay  thefe 
infidious  invaders*  Should  he  prove  infenfible  to 
f  very  juft  and  generous  motive,  the  monarch  of 
Ireland  was  at  hand,  ready  to  chaftife  fuch  treafon, 
nor  fliould  his  foreigners  defend  him  againft  the 
juft  r^tntment  of  his  countrymen • 

Dermod,  'who  had  learned  refolution  from  his 
allies'",  received  thefe  propofitions  with  themoft 
ifiiblent  difdain.  The  deputies  returned,  and 
Roderic  prepared  for  battle  as  his  laft  refource, 
which  was  now  expeded,  9n  both  fides,  not 
without  the  utmoft  anxiety  for  the  event.  It  was 
ufual  for  the  Irifli  chieftians  to  harrangue  their 
forces  before  an  engagement :  and  now  when  the 
onfet  was  immediately  exp^fted,  the  leaders  on 
each  fide  fi:rQve  to  animate  their  troops  by  fuch 
arguments  and  motives  as  their  caufe  afforded.  We 
are  told  that  Roderic  laboured  to  paint  the  iniquities 
of  Dermod  in  the  moft  odious  colours ;  inyeighed 
againft  his  former  tyranny,  his  prcfent  malice,  his 
infamous  connexion  with  foreigners,  and  tjie  in- 
juftice  and  danger  of  their  attempt  to  gain  fL 
fettlement  in  Ireland^  encouraging  his  troops  to 
difplay  t^acir  native  courage,  that  pofterity  might 
be  inftruifted  by  their  example,  and  roving  adven- 
turers for  ever  deterred  from  the^like  injurious 
attempts  againft  their  country,  Dermod  on  his 
part  was  equally  induftrious  to  poflefs  his  people 
with  the  moft  unfavourable  fentiments  of  Roderic, 
whom  hereprefented  as  the  ambitious  and  oppreflive 
invader  of  his  province.  He  himfclf,  he  obferved, 
had  taken  arms  merdy  in  defence  of  his  own/ights 
and  thofe  of  his  fubjeds,  and  relying  on  their 
well-approved  valour,  he  defpifed  the  numbers  of 
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his  invader ;  while  Fitz-Stephen  contented  himfelf 
with  reprefenting  to  his  countrymen,  th)af  they 
were  engaged  in  an  honourable  caufe,  that  pf 
fupporting  an  injured  prince,  their  friend  and 
bcncfadtor,  who  had  given  them  valuable  fettle- 
ments,  when  diftreffed  and  neglcded  in  thdf^  own 
country ;  and  that  their  arms  might  open  a  way  to 
acquifitions  ftill  more  valuable  and  extenfive,  if 
they  now  exerted  that  valour  which  became  their 
defcent,  and  which  had  ever  been  the  glory  of 
Britons. 

But  in  the  midft  of  all'  this  agitation^,  while 
the  armies  feemed  on  the  point  of  a  defperatc 
encounter/  the  timid  policy  of  Roderic  was  ftill 
predominant*  One  vigorous  effort  to  crufti  -thefe 
foreigners  in  the  infancy  of  their  enterprize,  might 
have  confounded  all  their  cxpeftations,  deterred 
thdir  countrymen  from  any  like  attempts^  and 
prevented  the  mbmentous  confequences  of  this 
apparently  infignificant  invafion.  The  future  fate 
of  Irdand  hung  on  this  critical  moment :  and  it 
^as  at  once  decided  :  for  Roderic  liftened  to  the 
fuggeftions  of  his  clergy,  and  rathei  than  hazard 
an  engagement,  confented  to  trea^  with  •  a  prince 
whofe  perfidy  he  had  already  experienced.  His 
deputies  were  once  more  fent  to  Dermod,  oiFe^ed 
their  prooofitions  with  lefs.  arrogance,  and  were 
heard  with  greater  temper.  The  negociation  was 
protracted  for  a  time,  but,  by  the  induftry  of  the 
agents,  and  the  mediation  of  the  clergy,  at  length 
finally  concluded.  Dermod  was  allowed  to  proceed 
in  the^reduftionofLcinfter  without  any  oppofition 
from  Roderic  or  his'  vafTals.  On  his  part  he 
engaged  to  acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of  Roderic, 
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and  to  piy  him  fueh  fervice  as  monarchs  of  Ireland 
had  ufually  claimed  from  infcriour  princes.  As  a 
furetyfor  the  faithful  performance  of  this  article^ 
his  favourite  fon  was  delivered  as  an  hoftage  to  the 
kin§  of  Connaught.  But  in  order  to  heal  the 
wounds  of  civil  difcord,  and  to  eftablifh  the  prefent 
accommodation  on  the  firmeft  bafis,  Roderic 
obliged  himfelf  Jo  give  his  daughter  in  marriage 
to  this  youth,  as  foon  as  Leinfter  fhoulci  be  rediyred, 
and  the  general  peace  of  the  ifland  cfFedually 
reftored.  By  a  fecret  article  Dermod  engaged  to 
difmifs  the  Britifh  forces  immediately  after  the 
fettlement  of  his  province,  and  in  the  mean  ncft  to 
bring  over  any  further  reinforcements  from  Elig- 
land.  He  was  bound  by  the  moft  folemn  oaths  to 
the  due  obfervance  of  this  treaty,  which  he 
determined  to  obferve  no  longer  than  neceffity  or 
convenience  might  oblige  him.  And  now  Roderic 
drew  off  his  army,  leaving  the  prince  of  Leinfter 
with  his  Britons  at  full  liberty  to  extend  their 
conquefts  urimolefted. 

FiTzf-SxEPHEN  on  his  part  was  in  the  iirft  place 
anxious  .to  Secure  the  pofleffions  he  had  already 
acquired";  and  juftly  dreading  the  inftability 
of  the  men  of  Wexford,  determined  to  build  a 
fort  to  keep  them  in  perpetual  awe.  He  chofe 
for  his  fituation  a  place  called  Carrig,  about  two 
miles  diftant  from  the  town,  defended  on  two  fides 
by  a  precipice,  and  on  the  others  by  a  deep  navi- 
gable river.  Dermod  in  the  mean  .time  boiling 
with  revenge,  and  impatient  to  take  the  advantage 
of  his  returning  fortune,  and  to  wreak  his  malite 
upon  all  his  former  enemies,  n^w  marked  out 
Dublin  as  the  fcencof  hoftilities.     This  city  was 
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inhabited  principally  by  Oftmcn,  whom  ^e  con- 
venience of  commerce  had  invited  thither,  and 
who,  as  the  power  of  the  prince  of  Leinftcr 
prevailed  or  declined,  either  lived  under  his  domi- 
nion, or  aflerted  their  independence.  The  fatfiier 
of  Dermod  had  fo  provcfceid  them  by  feverity  and 
tyranny,  that  when  he  ventured  within  their  walls 
they  treacheroufly  murdered  him,  and,  to  exprefs 
the  greater  aShorrelice  and  contempt,  interred  hi^ 
body  with  the  carcafs  of  a  dog.  This  inhuman 
outrage  was  followed  by  a  revolt,  and  ever  fince 
the  firft  misfortunes  of  Dermod  they  had  acknow- 
ledged no  other  lord  but  their  own  Dahifh  gover- 
nour  called' Hefculph  Mac-Torcal,  Dermod  had 
IK)W  power  to  execute  his  revenge  for  the  murder 
of  his  father,  and  to  punifli  their  defiance  of  his 
own  authority.  Leaving  Fitz-Stephen  and  his 
party  to  complete  their  works,  he  led  his  Irifti, 
together  with  the  reft  of  his  Britiflb  forces  under 
the  commaj^  of  Fitz-Gerald,  in^  the  territories 
of  Dublin,  where  he  fpread  fire  and  flaughter 
with  the  moft  unrelenting  fury.  The  improvident 
citizens,  terrified  at  the  feverity  of  this  execution, 
which  they  were  Utterly  unprepared  to  oppofe,  had 
no  other  part  to  take  but  that  of  deprecating  the 
refentmcnt  of  their  invader.  They  confentcd.  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  allegiance. 
And  Fitz-Gerald  himfelf,  affefted  by  their  fub- 
miffion,  became  interccffor  with  the  prince  of 
Leinfter,  who  for  the  prefe»t  was  fufficicntly  gra- 
tified by  this  their  abafement,  admitted  them  to 
take  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  and  received  their  hofta- 
gcs,  leaving  their  former  governour  ftill  to  com- 
mand the  city  iq^his  name,  and  as  his  vaflal. 

While 
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Wi^LE  Dermod  wa$  employed  in  this  expedi- 
tion, a  trivial  incident  feryed  to  difcover  his  im- 
placable averiion  to  Roderic,  and  his  impatience  to 
break  through  his  late  engagements.  A  (hort 
time  before  the  arrival  of  the  Britilh  troops '',  Do- 
nald O'Brien  had,  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
aflumed  the  government  of  Thomond,  in  which 
he  was  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  Roderic, 
with  whom  he  remained  iii  ftridt  connection, 
attending  him  in  all  his  expeditions,  till  the 
reftoration  of  Dermod,  the  fame  of  his  foreign 
auxiliaries,  and  above  all  the  late  inglorious  con- 
dud  of  ^s  fovereign  determined  him  to  revolt ; 
and  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the  prince  of 
Leinfter,  which  was  cemented  by  the  marriage  of 
one  or  his  daughters,  he  bad  defiance  to  the  power 
of  Connaught.  Roderic  endeavoured  to  reduce 
this  rebellious  vafTal,  who  foqght,  and  inftantly 
obtained  afiiftance  from  bis  new  ally.  Dermod, 
on  the  firft  notice  of  his  danger,  was  impatient  to 
infult  the  pride  of  Roderic,  and  to  refift  that  fove- 
reign authority  which  he  was  but  now  fworn  to 
fupport.  He  difpatched  an  emiflary  to  Fitz-Ste- 
phen%  earneftly  rcquefting  him  to  march  to  the 
afliftance  of  his  fon-in-law.  TheJBriti(h  chief 
readily  obeyed  :  and  Roderic  alarmed  at  the  inteU 
ligence  of  a  reinforcement,  whofe  numbers  were 
ioduftrioufly  magnified,  had  the  mortification  to 
find  it  neceffary  to  retire,  leaving  his  enemies  to 
triumph  over  his  difappointment  and  difgrace« 

Thus  we  find  the  firft  Britifh  adventurers  fuc- 
ccfsful  in  their^i^  attempts  to  reinftate  the  Irifh 
chieftain,  in  whofe  fervice  they  had  engaged, 
peaceably  fettled  in  liis  province,  left  to  fccure  and 

enjoy 
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enjoy  the  poffeffions  he  had  beftowcd,  ^d  ftill 
ready   to  efpoufe  his  quarrels.     This,    wnich  is 
fometimes  reprefentqd  as  an  aftonifliing  inftance  of 
Britifli  proefs  and  Irifh  weaknefs,  appears,  wh^n  fair- 
ly examined,  neither  wonderful  nor  extraordinary* 
To  affirm  that  the  followers  of  Fitz* Stephen  and 
Fitz-Gerald  compofed  a  force  which  nothing  in 
Ireland  was  able  to  withftand,  Ts  to  account  for 
their  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  manner  as  befpeaks  an  eafy 
and  pliant  belief,  but  does  no  honour  to  the  valour 
and  abilities  of  thefe  gallant  knights.    The  truth  is, 
they  were  withilood  by  thofe  immediately  afFeded 
by  their  invafion  with  all  the  fpirit  of  und|fciplined 
and  undiredtcd  valour;  and  where  the  numbers  on 
each  fide  were  nearly^equal,  the  Irifh  brought  both 
their  courage  and  condudt  to  a  fevere  trial.*  The 
power  of  the  nation  they  did  not  contend  with  5 
and,  however  we  may  conceive  or  fpeak  of  Ireland 
ias  one  coUefted  ftate,  <he  Irifli  of  thefe  days  had 
but  faint  ideas  of  a  national  caufe  or  a  national 
force.     Their  tribes  were  each  zealous  for  their 
own  intereft  or  the  honour  of  their  own  arms ; 
but  little  concerned  about  the  fortune  of  a  diftant 
province,    and   little  affefted  by  the  difgrace   or 
defeat  of  zt^  chieftain  but  their  own.      They 
followed  Roderic  becaufe  they  recognized  his  au- 
thority,^r  feared  his  power,  not  to  repel  an  inva- 
fion of  Ireland,    but    to  redifce   his  difbbedient 
vaiTal :  and  when  this  was  aifedted,  either  by  arwis 
or  negociation,  they   were  not  at   all  concerned 
about  the  adminiflration  of  that  vaflal's  province, 
or  any  difpofittons  of  his  territory.     The  fettlemfent 
of  a  Welch  colony  in  Leinfter  ^was  an  incident 
neither  interefting  nor  alarming  to   any,  except 
perhaps  a  few  of  mofl  reflexion  and  difcernraent. 
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Even  the  Irifli  annalifts  fpeak  with  a  carelefs  in- 
diflFcrence  of  this  evei^  while  they  dwell  upon 
the  provincial  wars  and  contefts  fublifting  in  other 
quarters  of  the  ifland^  and  even  upon  the  infig- 
nificant  affairs  of  their  church,  as  objed:s  much 
more  important.  Had  thefe  firft  adventurejs 
conceived  that  they  had  nothing  more  to  do  but 
t^  march  through  the  land,  and  terrify  a  whole 
nation  of  timid  favages  by  the  glitter  of  their 
armour,  they  muft  have  fpeedily  experienced  the 
>effe6ts  of  fuch  romantic  madnefs.  But  their  valour 
was  happily  directed  by  prudence  and  circum- 
fpcdtion,  and  hence  they  gradually  prevailed  over 
their  enemies,  no  lefs  brave,  but  unexperienced* 
improvident,*  and  difunitcd. 
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Dermod  afpires  to    the  moftarcby   qf  Ireland."^ 
Encouraged  by  the  Britijh  leaders.'^-- Again  applies 

,  to  the  earl  of  Cbepjiow^^wbo  is  difcouraged  by 
Henry — prepares  for  an  expedition  into  Ireland. — 
Arrival  of  Raymond  le  Grofs.^^His  viBoryr- 
cruel  execution  of  his  prifoners. ^-'Landing  of  earl 
Richard. — Siege  of  Waterf or d.-^ Marriage  of  the 
earl. — March  to  Dublin. — -Roderic  takes  arms. — 
JkirmiJheSi  and  retire^*— Dublin  formed  in  the 
midji  of  a  treaty. — Efcapeof  Hefculph. — Invafion 
of  Meath.-^EmbaJJay  of  Roderic. — Cruel  execu^ 
tion  of  the  Leinjler  hojiages. — Synfd  convened  at 
Armagh. — Henry  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  •  of 
Strongbow. — Bis  proclamation. — Raymond  dif 
-patched  to  the  king — Death  of  Dermod — its  con- 
fequences. — Britons  deferted — diflrejfed. — Defeat 
and  death  of  Hefculph. — Zeal  and  vigour  of  arch-- 
bijhop  Lawren^. — Dublin  invejied  by  ^he  Irijh 
confederates. — Fitz-Stephen  befegedat  Carrig. — 
Strongbow  treats  with  Aoderic—^Te^ms  of  capi- 
tulation   propofed. Defperate    effqrt    of   the 

Britons. — Retreat  of  the  confederates. — Fitz- 
Stephen  deceived— furrenders — cruelty  of  his  ene- 
mies.— Strongbow  marches  to  Wexford. — Is  at- 
tacked at  Hi-drone. — Defjis  from  his  attempt  to 

relieve   Fitz-Stephen. Goes   to  '  Waterford.-*-^ 

Meditates  an  invajmi  ofOffory. — Generofty  of 
Prendergajl. — Strongbow  exercifes  a  royal  Jove-' 
reignty  in  Leinjir. — Is  fummoned  to  appear 
before  king  Henry.— Is  reconciled  to  the  king. — 
Preparations  for  his  invajion.--^ -Defeat  of 
O'Ruarc.  Deputation  of  the  Wexfordians.—^ 
Artfully  received  by  Henry. 
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DERMOD,  now  cftabliflied  in  the  full  ^d 
peaceable  ppflcflion  of  his  province,  and 
acknowledged  and  obeyed  as  the  rightful  prince  o£ 
Leinfter**,  could  plead  npjuft  pretence  for  em- 
ploying his  Britiih  auxiliaries  any  longer.  But 
fuccefs  enlarged  his  views,  and  enflamed  his  paffions : ' 
and  the  abandoned  fugitive,  fuddenly  refcored  to 
his  ft^^  and  power,  burning  with  revenge,  and 
intoxicated  by  ambition,  determined  to  contend 
with  Roderic  for  the  mpnarchy  of  Ireland. 

He  communicated  his  bold  defign  to  the  Britifli 
leaders,  on  whofe  attachment  he  juftly  placed  his 
chief  reliance''.  He  told  them,  that  his  antient 
rights,  had  not  yet  been  completely  recovered  ; 
that  the  dominion  of  Connaught,  a  rich  and  ex- 
tenfive  province,  which  would  afford  the  ampleft 
and  moft  honourable  fettlements  to  his  adherents, 
had  been  formerly  wrefttd  from  his  family,  adJl 
was  now  ufurped  by  his  n^ortai  enemy;  he  la- 
boured to  poffefs  them  with  magnificent  expiefta^ 
tions,  if  they  would  affift  him  in  aflertine  dll  his 
claims  :  and  he  addrefled  him&lf  to  thofe  who 
were  defirous  to  engage  him  in  fuch  purfuits. 
They  commended  the  detign  he  had  conceived, 
{tnd  applauded  his  generous  fpirit;  but,  as  the 
attempt  was  arduous,  as  he  mufl  fupport  a  conteft 
with  fuperiour  numbers,  ^nd  warlike  chieftains, 
and  as  his  Britifh  forces,  however  diftinguifhed  by 
difcipline  and  valour,  were  yet  too  few  to  engage 
in  an  extepfive  enterprise,  they  advifed  him  for 
the  pref<pflt  to  conceal  his  intentions,  .till  he  could 
obtain  more  powerful  reinforcements  froni^  Eng- 
land ;  which  they  prefled  him  to  folicit  by^  every 
poffible  means,    as  his  fure    fupport  againft  the 
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boldcft  oppofition  of  his  enemies.  t)ermod,  ftill 
more  cnflamed  by  this  encouragement,  pathetically 
entreated  Fitz-Stephen  and  Fitz-Gerald  to  employ 
their  influence  in  gaining  an  additional  number  of 
Britifh  forces.  He  repeated  and  enforced  his 
folicitations,  he  Javifhed  his  promifes,  and  even 
offered  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  each  fucccflively, 
without  the  leaft  regard  to  his  former  engagement. 
But  thefc  lords,  who  were  already  married,  «nd 
poffibly  had  already  brought  all  the  forces  they 
could  command,  advifed  him  to  apply  once  more 
to  the  earl  of  Chepftow,  who  probably  was  well 
difpofed,  and  certainly  enabled  to  lead  fuch  am 
army  into  Ireland,  as  might  in  the  end  exalt  him 
to  the  fovcreignty  of  the  whole  nation. 

Dermod  approved  of  this  advice^,  and  without 
further  delay  difpatched  his  emiflaries  with  letters 
to  earl  Richard,  in  whfch  he  gently  complained 
of  his  abfence,  and  prefled  him  earneftly  to  the 
long-expe<fted  performance  of  his  promife.  He 
had  now,  he  obferved,  by  the  afliftance  of  thofc 
friends  he  had  already  gained  from  England,  re- 
covered the  poflfeffion  of  his  own  province ;  and 
wanted  but  the  prefence  of  the  earl  to  reduce  his 
enemies  completely,  and  extend  his  fovereignty 
even  over  the  whole  ifland.  His  other  adherents 
had  fupported  the  weight  of  his  diftrefs,  and  were 
amply  rewarded  for  their  fervices  5  he  now  called 
on  him  to  take  the  lefs  hazardous  and  more  pleafing 
part,  that  of  (hating  and  extending  his  good 
fortune:  wealth  and  honour  were  prepared  for 
him ;  a  beautiful  bride  and  a  princely  dowry  waited 
his  acceptance. 

Eari. 
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Earl  Richard  had  heard  of  the  fuccefles  of 
his  countrymen,  and  readily  determined  to  obey 
this    invitation*^.     Neglected   by  his  prince,  op- 
preffed  by  his  neceflities,    and   flattered    by  the 
proiped:  of  valuable  acquifitions   in  Ireland,    he 
inftantly  repaired  to  king  Henry;  reprefented  his 
diftrefs,  and  entreated  the  royal  favour  to  re-inrtate 
him  in  his  former  affluence,  at  leaft  to  permit  him 
to  court  the  return   of  fortune,  by  hazarding  his 
life   in    the    fervice   of   the   prince   of  Leinfter. 
Henry,  who  by  no  means  wifhed  that  his  fubjeds^ 
fliould  make  too  confiderable  a  progrefs  in  Ireland, 
much  lefs  that  the  reduction  of  this  country  fhould 
be   gradually  effecSted,  vvrithbut  his  interpofition, 
was  not  defirous  that  the  prefent  Britifli  adventu- 
rers fliould    gain   any  additional  reinforcemerits : 
yet,  without  difa vowing  his  former  general  licence, 
or  diredly  forbidding  the  earl  to  purfue  his  intended 
cnterprize,  he  at  firft    detained   him  by   various 
pretences,    without    any   explicit  anfv^er    to  his 
petition.     When  hlfe  inflances  were  renewed,  he 
affefted  to  commend  his  martial  fpirit,  but  treated 
his  fcheme   of  an   adventure   into   Ireland   withr 
contempt  and  ridicule.     Richard  was  ftill  impor- 
tunate ;    till  the  king  paffionately  commanded  him 
to  be  gone,  with  fome  equivocal  expreffions  which 
might  be  underftood  as   an  aflent   to  his  requcft. 
The  earl  determined  to  Xmderftand  his  liege-lord 
in  this   manner,  departed,  and  prepared   for  his 
expedition  with  all  imaginable  vigour. 

It  was  now  winter,  when  no  embarkation  could 
be  fafely  made.  But  he  employed  this  interval  fo 
diligently  and  effectually,  th^t  in  the  enfuing  fpring 
his  preparations  were  complete  ^j  and  his  domeftic 

E  z  friend 
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friend,  Raymond  Le  Grofs,  the  near  kinfman  of 
Fitz-Stephen  and  Fitz-Gerald,  firft  embarked  with 
ten  knights  and  fev^nty  archers  as  an  advanced 
guard.  With  thefe  came  Hervey  of  Mountmorres^ 
who  had  returned  to  Wales>  probably  to  confer 
with  carl  Richard,  and  was  now  attended  into 
Ireland  by  a  fmall  train.  This  little  company 
landed,  in  the  month  of  May",  at  a  place  called 
by  the  old  hiftorians  Dondonolf,  near  Waterford  ; 
and  for  their  immediate  lecurity  caft  up  an  in^ 
trenchment,  and  raifed  a  temporary  fgrt,  Nor 
was  the  precaution  ufelefs ;  for  this  new  debarka- 
tion, which  was  juftly  attributed  to  the  prsj^aices 
of  Dcrmod,  feemed  fo  flagrant  a  violation  of  his 
treaty^  and  indicated  fb  confirmed  a  refolution  in 
this  chieftain  to  over-run  his  country  with  fo- 
reigners, that  the  inhabitants  of  Waterford,  and 
thofe  of  the  Decies  inftantly  formed  a  tumultuary 
troop,  and  marched  to  expel  thefe  invader?.  The 
Britons  prepared  to  meet  them  j  but  when  they 
had  furveyed  their  formidable  fupf  riority  of  num- 
bers, retired  to  their  fort.  The  Irifh  prefle4 
clofely  upon  them,  and  fome  were  even  within 
their  gates,  when  Raymond  boldly  afTailed  and 
flew  their  leader.  His  aflbciates  were  animated 
by  this  example  5  the  enemy  retired,  and  flood 
fufpended^  Fortunately  tl>e  Britons  had  qolle<5te(i 
from  the  adjacent  country  a  numerous  herd  of 
cattle  for  their  fubfiftence.";  and  thefe  Raymond 
ordered  to  be  driven  with  all  poflibk  fwry  againft 
the  enemy.  The  beafts  ruftied  forward  with  irre- 
liftible  violence,  and  caft  the  aftpniihed  Irifh  into 
the  utmofl  confufion.  The  invaders  feized  the 
favourable  moment,  marched  out  againft  their 
difordered  numbers,  gained  an  immediate  vidory, 

purfued» 
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purfaed,  with  confidef able  flaughter,  and,  as  they 
were  too  few  to  tn^t  any  gfeat  number  o£  pri- 
fonets,  precipitated  the  flying  enemy  into  the  fea 
with  an  hardened  indifference.  They  returned, 
however,  to  the  fort  with  feventy  captives^,  all 
principal  citizens  of  Waterford,  who  oiferfed  large 
fums  for  their  ranfom,  and  even  promifed  that  the 
cityfliould  be  furrendered,  as  the  pufchafc  of  their 
liberty.  If  we  are  to  believe  Cambrenfis,  Raymond 
was  difpofed  to  accept  their  offer.  He  pleaded, 
that  they  had  fought  in  a  fair^nd  honourable  caufe, 
the  defence  of  their  territory,  and  therefore  were 
to  be  treated  in  their  diflrefs.  with|Courtefy  and 
pity.  Hervey  on  the  other  hand  reprefented  the 
danger  of  flrengthening  their  enemies  already  too 
powerful,  the  neceffity  of  flriking  terrour  into  the 
inhabitants,  and  their  averfion  to  the  Britons,  to 
whom  they  never  would  fbbmit,  till  broken  by 
rigour  and  feverity.  Unhappily  this  cruel  policy 
prevailed,  and  the  glory  of  their  extraordinary 
fuccefs  was  fullied  by  the  execution  of  thefc 
wretched  captives.  An  a<a  of  deliberate  barbarity, 
it  might  be  fuppofed,  would  have  provoked  the 
Iri(h  to  a  fcvere  revenge ;  but,  whether  they  were 
uninformed  of  the  fate  of  their  countrymen,  or 
intimidated,  they  fuffered  thefe  mercilefs  invaders 
to  maintain  their  flation  unmolefted,  and  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  their  afTociates, 

And  now  earl  Richard,  more  generally  4cnown 
by  the  name  of  Strongbow,  from  his  extraordinary 
feats  of  archery,  led  his  valTals  through  Wales, 
encrcafed  them  by  new  adventurers  from  this 
catlike  country'',  and  was  on  the  point  of  em- 
barking when  he  was  furprized  by  a  pofitive  com- 
mand 
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mand  from  Henry  to  defift  from  hi^  intended  en- 
terprize,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  his  lands  and 
honours,  as  a  rebel  againft  his  fovercign.  He  had 
proceeded  too  far,  and  dwelt  too  long  upon  the 
thoughts  of  acquiring  extenfive  and  valuable  pof- 
feflions  in  Ireland,  to  acquiefce  in  this  mortifying 
prohibition.  He  either  affedted  to  doubt  of  the 
authority  by  which  the  mandate  was  delivered,  *  or 
ventured  openly  to  renounce  it.  He  hoped  to 
,  render  himfelf  independent  of  the  king,  or  at 
leaft  to  find  fomc  mean§  of  deprecating  his  refent-» 
ment*".  He  fet  fail  from  Milford  in  the  month 
of  Auguft,  n^  on  the  eve  of  the  fqaft  of  St.  Bar- 
tholemew  lamred  at  Waterford,  with  two  hundred 
knights,  and  aboqt  twelve  hundred  infantry,  all 
chofen  and  well-appointed  foldiers.  Thefe  v^rere 
inftantly  joined  by  Raymond  and  hjs  party,  and 
the  very  next  morning  they  aiarche4  in  military 
array  to  attack  the  city. 

Waterford,  which  wa?  inhabited  principally 
by  Qftmen'',  and  g'overned  by  two  Danifh  lords, 
had,  on  the  firft  alarm  of  this  invafion,  received 
confider^ble  reinforcements  from  the  neighbquring 
chieftains,  and  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence. 
The  Briton?  were  beaten'  off,  returned  to  the 
^flault,  and  were  again  forced  to  retire ;  when 
Raymond,  perceiving  in  the  eaftern  angle  a  fmall 
houfe  of  timber  projecting  beyond  the  walls,  and 
fuppprted  on  the  outfide  by  pofts,  prevailed  pn  his 
countrymen  to  make  a  third  attempt,  arid  to  bend 
^he  force  of  their  aflault  againft  this  very  quarter.  • 
They  began  with  hewir4g  down  the  pofts ;  the 
houfe  fell,  and  drew  with  it  jfuch  a  portion  of  the  ! 
walls   as  made  ^   breach   fufiiciently   pra<a:icable. 

'  '  the 
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The  befiegers  ruflied  in,  and  bearing  down  all 
oppo&tion,  were  foon  left  at  liberty  to  glut  their 
vcngea!nce  upon  thofe  who  had  prefumed  to  make 
a  brave  defence  againft  the  unprovoked  invaders  of 
their  lives  and  properties.  The  whole  city  was 
made  a  fcene  of  promifcuous  carnage,  without 
mercy  or  diftinftion.  Reginhald,  one  of  the 
Panifli  governours,  and  OTaolan,  prince  of  Decies, 
with  his  fon,  were  feized*",  and  iuft  on  the  point  of 
being  made  vidlims  to  the  infoTent  cruelty  of  the 
conquerors,  when  the  fudden  arrival  of  Dermod 
and  his  troop  put  an  end  to  the  flaughter**.  Even 
this  cruel  chieftain  had  now  jthe  merit  of  interpo- 
fing,  to  prevent  the  deliberate  butchery  of  his  couut 
try  men.  He  embraced  his  new  aflbciates,  and 
prefented  his  daughter  Eva  to  her  intended  fpoufe. 
When  the  clamour  of  war  had  been  filenced,  and 
the  peace  of  the  city  reTcftablifhed,  he  infifted,  with 
an  oftentation  of  good  faith  arid  gratitude,  that  her 
marriage  with  earl  Strongbow  fliould  be  immedia- 
tely  folemnized.  Their  hands  being  joined,  and 
the  nuptials  celebrated,  Dermod  and  his  confede- 
rates proceed  to  fettle  their  military  operations,  and 
leaving  a  garrifon  at  Waterford,  bend  (heir  courfe 
towards  Dublin  ^ 

TiiE  men  of  Dublin  had  probably  difcpvered 
ibme  recent  difaifedion  to  the  king  of  Leinfter, 
which  his  old  refentments  might  have  magnified 
into  an  avowed  rebellion.  In  accepting  their  late 
fubmiffion  he  had  buj  fufpended  his  revenge ;  and 
now,  ^hen  ftrengtheried  by  fo  powerful  a  rein- 
forcement, he  refolved  to  punifh  their  real  or  pre- 
tended revolt,  as  th?  faireft  pretence  for  employing 
and  displaying  his  new  forces,  fo  as  to  ftrike  general 
•  ^  terrour, 
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tferrour^  and  at  the  fame  time  to  kad  fhem  on  grsi- 
dually  into  the  teffltorks  of  bis  enefnks.  Roderic 
in  the  mean  titoe,  who  had  but  fod  juft  ffeafohs  to 
confider  the  late  treaty  as  totally  diflblved,  and 
Whofe  ihtereft  and  feputatidrij  the  fureft  bafis  of 
his  foveteign  dignity,  called  hiili  forth  to  check 
the  prdgrefs  of  thefe  foreigners,  otiCt  more  took  the 
field,  and  joined,  by  the  forces  of  O'Ruarc  arid 
O'Carrol, prince  of  ^rgial^*  marched  toClandalkan, 
a  few  miles  fouthward  of  the  city,  as  if  determined 
to  give  battle  to  the  confederates  of  Leinfter. 
Mis  numbers  are  fatedi  by  thofe  whom  We  may 
reafonably  flifpedl  of  magnifying  them,  at  30,000 
men''^  But  though  this  accoutit  be  evidently 
inereiiible,  yet  were  they  much  fuperiour  to  thofe 
he  was  'td  eficdtinter.  But  the  Britons,  who  had 
by  this  tiiiie  learned  to  defpife  the  numbers  of 
theit  Ifilli  enemies,  continued  their  march,  and 
advanced  refolutily  upon  Roderic.  Milo  de 
Cogan,  a^.^ave  Englifh  knight j  led  the  vanguard, 
Gomppi^d'of  feven  hundred  Britifh  forces,  and  an 
Jrifli  battalion  commanded  by  Donald,  that  ion 
of  Dermod  who  ferved  with  fqfeh  vigour  in  all 
his  father's  wars.  The  main  body  was  formed 
of  eight  hundred  Britifli,  commanded  by  RaymojncJ 
Le  Grofs,  and  the  chief  part  of  the  Irifli  troops 
led -by  the  king  Of  Leinfler.  Earl  Strongbow 
followed  in  the  fear  with  three  hundred  Englilh  and 
one  thoufarid  Irifli  forces.  This  regular  difpoiition 
of  a  difciplined  and  Well-appointed  army  formed 
a  new  and  terrible  fpedacle  to  the  tumultuous 
numbers  of  RoderiCi  Inftead  of  coming  to  a 
regular  engagement'',  they  were  Contented  with 
ikirmifliing  for  three  days  with  the  confederates  ^ 

and 
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and  then,  as  if  the  fervice^  due  to  their  fovereign 
were  thusi  completely  performed,  they  obliged  him 
todifmifs  them,  and  to  retire  into  his  own  province, 
leaving  the  Oilmen  of  Dublin  to  fuftain  the  whole 
fury  of  their  befiegers. 

These  citizens,  in  the  utmoft  confternation  at 
the  flight  of  Roderic,utterly  unable  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  their  implacable  enemy,  and  ftill  fur- 
ther confounded  and  diftrefled  by  an  accidental  fire, 
which  had  deftroyed  one  of  their  principal  gates'"^ 
refolved,  as  their  laft  refource,  to  avert  the  danger 
by  a  treaty.  Their  deputation,  led  by  Lawrence 
their  archbifliop,  a  prelate  highly  reverenced  for 
the  dignity  of  his  birth,  as  well  as  his  exalted 
piety,  repaired  to  Dermod,  and  laboured  to  allay 
his  refentment*  In  the  name  of  his  fellow-citizens 
Lawrence  exprefled  the  utrhoft  penitence  for  all 
paft  offences  againft  their  prince,  promifing  for 
the  future  to  adhere  to  his  interefts  with  the 
fincereft  and  moft  fcrupulous  allegiance  -,  for  which 
thirty  hoftages  were  offered  as,  a  furety,  Dermod 
was  intra6:able  '^i  and  though  the  refpe<5t  due  to 
the  charadter  of  this  prelate  did  not  permit  him 
to  avow  his  bloody  intentions,  yet  difficulties  and 
objedlions  were  repeatedly  ftarted  to  give  fome 
colour  to  his  obftinate  rejeftion  of  every  overture. 
In  the  midft  of  thefe  delays  honour  and  good  faith 
proved  but  a  weak  reftraint  againft  the  fiery  fpirits 
of  the  Britons.  Their  younger  and  more  adven- 
turous commanders,'  pretending  that  the  term  of 
parly  was  expired,  led  their  forces  to  the  walls, 
and  gave  the  affault,  which  the  citizens  neither 
expected  nor  were  prepared  to  repel  •  Their  ftreets 
were  foon  filled  Avith  flaughter  :  numbers  plunged 
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into  the  river,  to  efcape  the  fury  of  their  purfuers, 
and  were  drowned.  A  confiderable  body  of  the 
inhabitants,  however,  with  Hefculph  their  go- 
vernour,  had  the  good  fortune  to  gain  fome  veflels 
lying  at  anchor  in  the  harbour,  whi^  conveyed 
them  with  their  more  valuable  effedls  to  the  nor- 
thern iflands. 

Earl  Strongbow,  now  invefted  with  thcJordfliip 
pf  Dublin,  appointed  Milo  de  Cogan  his  gover-r 
nour  V  and  proceeding  diredtly  with  Dermod  to 
the  territories  of  Meath,  overrran  the  country, 
burning  and  flaughtering  with  the  moft  unrelenting 
fury.  The  prince  of  this  diftrid:  had  fome  time 
fince  been  murdered  by  one  of  his  kinfmen,  who 
afTumed  his  ftate  and  dignity*.  Roderic  deter-, 
mining  to  punifh  this  outrage,  marched  into 
Meath,  and  expelled  the  ufurper.  He  in  revenge 
joined  with  the  king  of  Leinfter  and  his  Britifh 
allies,  who  thus  had  a  plaufible  pretence  for  inva- 
ding Meath  in  fupport  of  their  new  confederate. 
Roderic,  on  the  other  hand,  who  had  beftowcd 
the  eaftern  part  of  Meath  on  O'Ruarc,  and  referved 
the  weftern  to  himfelf,  was  bound  to  fupport  his 
own  arrangements  ;  nor  could  he  look  upon  the 
progrefs  of  the  Leinfter  forces  without  the  moft 
ferious  apprehenfions  for  his  own  province,  where 
the  diiTentiohs  of  his  people,  and  the  ambition  and 
turbulence  of  his  fons  were  rajfing  the  flame  of 
civil  war,  while  ap9werful  foreign  enemy  advan- 
ced faft  upon  his  borders.  But,  as  he  was  not 
ftrong  enough  to  take  the  field,  his  deputies  were 
fent  to  Dermod,  who  in  the  name  of  their  monarch 
commanded  him  to  retire.  He  was  told,  that, 
whiie  he  confined  himfelf  ta  the  recovery  of  his 
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own  dominions,  he  had  not  been  oppofed ;  but 
now,  when  contrary  to  his  folemn  engagements 
kt  had  invited  over  new  troops  of  foreigners,  and 
employed  them  in  the  moft  cruel  hoftilities  againft 
his  unoffending  neighbours,  it  became  the  monarch 
of  Ireland  to  remind  hin>  of  his  duty ;  which  if 
he  continued  to  violate,  his  fon  was  in  the  hands 
of  Roderic,  and  his  life  muft  anf\yer  for  the  perfidy 
and  cruelty  of  his  father.  But  natural  affedion 
|iad  but  little  place  in  the  breaft  of  Dermpd.  His 
reply  was  full  of  infolence  and  difdain"".  He  defied 
the  power  of  Roderic,  and  renounced  his  authority  j 
expreffed  the  nioft  carelefs  indifference  at  the  fate 
of  his  fon,  and  the  utmoft  fcorn  of  the  nian,  who 
prefumed  to  did:ate  to  his  arms,  and  prefcribe 
bounds  to  his  excurfions;  openly  avowing  his 
prctenfions  to  the  dominion  of  Connaught,  which 
he  was  determined  to  affert  5  that  he  claimed  not 
Leinfter  only  but  all  Ireland ;  nor  fhould  he  lay 
down  his  arms  till  that  Icingdqm  univerfally  acy 
l^nowledged  hisjurifdi(3:ion. 

This  imperious  anfwer  was  received  with  the 
vexation- of  impotent  dignity  infulted  and  con- 
temned'' ;  and  the  unhappy  youth  his  hoftage  felt 
the  vengeance,  which  he  could  not  point  againft 
its  proper  objedl :  his  head  was  inftantly  cut  off. 
The  Irifli  annalifts  Ipeak  in  fuch  terqis  qf  this 
hoftage,  thenobleft  and  moft  amiable  youth  of 
Leinfter,  (fo  they  call  him)  as  plainly  (hew  their 
deteftation  of  this  brutal  cruelty  of  Roderic. 
They  add,  that  on  this  occafion  he  alfo  put  to 
4eajh  a  fon  of  the  gallant  Donald  Kevanagh,  and 
one,  fcarcely  lefs  dear  to  him,  the  fon  of  his 
fofterer,  both  of  whom  had  been  his  hoftages. 

EVEJRY 
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Every  day  were  now  fpread  through  the  ifland 
fearful  accounts  of  the  power,  progrefs,  and  devaf- 
tations  of  thefe  foreigners,    the   depopulation  of 
whole  diftridls,    the  miferies   of  the  inhabitants, 
ravages,  maflacres,  and  all  the  afFeding  incidents 
of  war,  ^errible  in  themfelves,  and  magnified  by 
report.     The  people   were  in  difmay ;  their  mo- 
narch had  fhrunk.  from  the  danger  ignobly ''c  they 
who  were  moft  expofcd  or  threatened,  when   all 
human  aid  feemed  defperate,  turned  their  thoughts 
to  heaven,  and  befought  the  clergy  to  devife  fome 
means  for  deprecating  the  divine  wrath,  which  had 
thus  vifited  their  nation.     The  clergy,   fcarcely 
more  enlightened   than  their  ignorant   flock,  had 
formed   fome  crude   notions    of  the   miraculous 
interpofitions  of  Providence,  and  concluded,   that 
the  prefent  calamity  muft  be  the  confequence  pf 
fuch  interpofition,  and  ordained  as   a  punifliment 
of  fome  particular  offence.     The  laity  were  corrupt 
and  vicious,  and  the  clergy  fliared  deeply   in  the 
vices  of  the   time.     Yet,  utterly  at, a  lofs  to  con- 
ceive what  this  particular  offence  might  be,  which 
had  brought  down  fuch  an  heavy  judgment  upon 
their    land,    they    convened    a   formal  fynod    at 
Armagh,  to  enquire  into  this  interefling  point,  as 
if  they  were  to  be  favoured  with   fome  extraor- 
dinary Communications  of  the  divine  will.     After 
a  long  and  grave  debate,   it   was   fuggefted,  and 
unanimoufly  agreed  by    the  fynod,  that  the  real 
caufe  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  which  Ireland  now 
experienced,  could  be  no  other  than  their  unchrif- 
tian  practice  of  purchafing  and  felling  Engliflimen 
as  flaves,  an  iniquity   which   the  Almighty  now 
feemed  to  punifh  by  Englifh  invaders,  who  threa- 
tened to  reduce  all  Ireland    to  flavery.     By   the 
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fpiritual  authority  of  the  fynod  it  was  ordained^ 
that  pery  Engli(h  bondfnian  Ihowld  be  immediately 
fi5t  ^t  liberty.  Whatever  was  the  cafe  in  the  Saxoa 
time^i  tbdr  pumberput  this  period  were  probably 
not  fo  confiderable,  nor  the  traffic  general.  Yet 
ehifi  fblemn  determination  ferved  Jto  raife  the  people 
from  their  deje<9:iop,  a?  they  Aiperftitioufly  con-^ 
ceivedf  that  they  had  now  difcpvered  and  removed 
the  latent  cauf?  of  their  calamity. 

And  in  ^fie<fJ;  th^ir  affairs  now  affumed  a  more 
favourable  afpeft"".  Permod,  elated  by  his  fuc- 
cefsful  progrefg  in  M^ath,  infokntly  ventured  with 
a  detachment  of  hi«  forces  to  pur(ue  his  enemy 
O'Ruarc  into  his  territory  pf  Preffney  s  where  he 
was  twice  defeatedi  and  obliged  to  cpnfiilt  his 
fafety  by  a  precipitate  retreat.  But  what  was  of 
more  copfequence,  the  fame  of  the  eicploits  and 
fuccefs  of  earl  Strpngbpw  hacifpread  through  Eng- 
land, and  was  conveyed  to  king  Henry^  He 
Jearned^  that  hijs  fubjefts  in  Ireland  had  made  a 
prpgrefs  fo  rapid  and  fo  eitenfive,  as  feemed  tP 
prpmife  a  fpeedy  redu^ion  of  the  whole  ifland,  an 
atchievement  which  he  refcrved  for  himfelf.  Jea- 
lous of  their  A^ccefs,  and  particularly  of  the  growing 
power  of  Strongbow,  who,  by  hi§  alliances  in 
England,  his  acquiiitions,  and  his  marriage  in 
Ireland^  might  be  enabled  to  defy  his  authority"^ 
and  fbon  obtain  an  independent  fpvereignty  of 
formidable  extent,  he  now  afFei9:ed  the  utmoft 
indignation  and  refentment  at  thp&  hodilities 
which  his  liegemen  had  prcfumed  to  carry  on  in 
Ireland^  He  ifli»ed  his  royal  edi<S,  ftriftly  prohi-- 
biting  any'Englifti  vefTel  from  paffing  into  that 
iflgnd  with  men,  arms,  or  provifions ;  ^nd  com- 
manding 
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manding  all  his  fubjefts,  now  rcfidcnt  in  Ireland, 
of  every  order  and  degree,  to  return  to  their  native 
country  before  the  enfuing  feaft  of  Eafter,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  their  lands,  and  being  declared  traitors. 

Nothing  could  be  devifcd  more  diftrefling  to 
the  Britifti  adventurers  than  this  fevere  and  pe- 
remptory edi<ft  of  their  fovereign.  .  They  were  cut 
off  from  all  fupplies  in  the  midft  of  enraged 
enemies,  and  in  danger  of  being  forfaken  by  thofe 
who  had  attached  themfelves  to  their  fucCefs.  The 
faireft  hopes  they  could  entertain,  if  the  king 
fhould  prove  implacable,  were  thofe  of  fecuring 
their  retreat  and  retiring  at  the  time  prefcribed, 
abandoning  their  new-acquired  poffeffions,  and 
loaded  with  difappointment  and  dilgrace.  Strong- 
bow  maturely  revolved  the  danger,  and  the  means 
of  averting  it.  Well  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Henry  **,  and  no  ftranger  to  the  real  caufe 
of  his  prefent  refentment,  he  determined  to  fend 
Raymond  Le  Grofs,  on  whofe  prudence  and  fidelity 
he  had  the  utmoft  reliance,  with  letters  to  the 
king  now  refiding  in  Acquitain.  With  the  moft 
humble  and  dutiful  expreffions  of  loyalty,  he 
entreated,  that  his  royal  mailer  would  be  pleafed 
to  allow  him  to  give  a  favourable  interpretation  of 
'  his  condud:,  without  liftening  to  the  envious  repre- 
fentations  of  his  enemies.  He  had  engaged,  he 
faid,  in  the  fervice  of  the  prince  of  Leinfter,  his 
vaflal,  by  his  royal  licence,  as  he  conceived,  and 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  advancing  his  interefts  ^  he 
and  his  fellow  foldiers  were  fighting  only  for  their 
fovereign,  to  reduce  the  fl:ubborn  fpirits  of  the 
Irifli  to  his  obedience  :  whatever  they  had  gained 
Was  gained  for  him,  and  fhould  remain  at  his  dif- 
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pofal  as  the  natural  and  rightful  lord  of  the  prcfent 
pofleflbrs,  whofe  lives  and  fortunes  were  at  his 
devotion,  and  who  vs^ere  ftill  ready  to  obey  his 
royal  mandate,  if  this  fhould  be  deemed  neceflary 
to  the  interefts  of  the  throne. 

Raymond  proceeded  to  execute  his  commif- 
fion^,'and  was  received  by  Henry  with  the  feverc 
dignity  of  an  offended  monarch,  not  difplcafcd 
with  his  reprefentations,  but  not  yet  difpofed  to 
give  him  ari  explicit,  much  lefs  a  favourable,  an- 
fwer.  From  day  to  day  Raymond  attended  on  the 
court,  while  the  affairs  of  his  afTociates  became 
everyday  more  diftrefsful  and  alarming.  In  this 
juncture  of  expectation  and  anxiety,  intelligence  is 
received  of  the  death  of  Becket.  The  king  is 
thrown  into  the  utmofl  confternation,  and  has 
neither  leifure  nor  inclination  to  attend  to  the  lefs 
interefting  affairs  of  Ireland.  Here  the  adventu- 
rers, left  to  their  difficulties  and  apprehenfions,  arc 
alarmed  by  another  incident  particularly  inconve- 
nient in  their  prefent  fituation,  the  death  of  their 
ally  Dermod''.  The  Irifh  annalifls,  by  their  ac- 
count of  this  event,  plainly  fhew  their  deteflation 
2f  the  man,  who,  as  they  exprefs  it,  firfl  (hook 
tie  foundations  of  his  country.  They  reprefent 
his  death  as  the  miraculous  effedt  of  divine  wrath, 
fK)urcd  upon  his  guilty  head,  at  the  interceflion  of 
every  Irifli  faint.  His  difeafe,  they  fay,  was  ftrange 
and  tremendous,  and  rendered  him  an  odious  and 
offenfive  fpedlacle  of  mifery ;  that  he  was  deferted 
in  his  extremity  by  every  friend,  and  expired  without 
any  fpiritual  comforts  in  a  ftate  of  horrid  impeni- 
tence. 

The 
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The  death  of  the  prince  of  Leinfter  was  imme^ 
diately  fuceeeded  by  an  almoft  total  defeftion  of 
the  Irifti  from  earl  Strongbow  and  his  affociates*. 
Donald  Kevanagh,  and  one  or  two  other  petty 
chiefs,  were  the  only  natives  who  ftill  adhered  to 
them,  or  on  whofe  fervices  they  could  rely  in  this 
flate  of  their  diftrefs,  when  they  were  abandoned 
by  their  king,  deprived  of  all  fupplies,  and  threar- 
tened  by  the  ftorni  now  collecting  round  them* 

And  fcarcely  had  they  time  to  concert  any  me^- 
fures  of  defence'',  when  Hcfculph,  who  had  lately 
efpaped  from  Dublin,  once  more  appeared  at  their 
gates  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  force,  confifting 
of  troops  colleftcd  in  the  northern  iflands,  armed 
in  the  Danifli  manner,  and  in  numbers  fupcriour 
to  the  garrifon.  Thq  Dane  had  landed  his  mea 
without  oppofition,  and  bent  the  force  o€*  his 
afTault  againft  the  caftern  quarter  of  the  city  with 
the^fpirit  of  a  man  determined  to  retrieve  his  own 
honour,  and  to  regain  the  feat  of  his  cpuntrymenL 
and  anceftors.  Strpngbow  had  been  called  away 
to  Waterford.  Milo  de  Cogan,  who  commanded 
in  his  abfence,  fupported  the  attack  with  becoming 
bravery,  and  maintained  a  violent  and  bloody 
conteft  at  the  Eaftern  gate,  till  the  numbers  and 
obftinate  valour  of  the  befiegers  threatened  to  bear 
down  all  oppofition.  In  the  very  moment,  whqgi 
he  was  on  the  point  of  yielding,  his  brother  Ri- 
chard ifTued  from  the  ibuthern  quarter  with  a 
fele£b  party,  arrived  at  ^  field  of  battle,  and 
charged  the  enemy  in  the  reaj",  who,  in  the  firft 
violent  furprize  of  inexperienced  troops,  imagined 
that  the  garrifon  had  received  fome  powerful  rein- 
forcement. The  terrour  and  confufion  encreafed 
/  every 
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every  moment,  \;«d3ile  their  aflailants  on  the  other 
hand  redoubled  their  efforts,  till  the  diforder  ot 
the  bcfiegers  at  length  ended  in  a  precipitate  flight. 
The  conquerors  w^re  now  joined  by  a  neighbouring 
Irifh  chieftain,  whbfe  afliftance  in  the  engagement 
they  could  not  venture  to  accept ;  and  the  routed 
enemy  were  purfuedto  the  fea,  with  confiderablc 
flaughter.  Hefculph  their  general  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  led  in  triumph  to  Dublin,  where  his 
pride  and  violence  were  infulted  by  the  joy  exprefled 
at  this  viftory.  He  infolently  advifed  the  con- 
querours  to  referve  their  triumph  for  the  final  afluc 
of  a  war  now  but  commenced.  A  new  and 
formidable  armament  was  prepared  5  and  he  hoped 
ere  long  to  meet  them  once  more  in  the  field,  with 
a  force  more  than  fufiicient  to  crufli  thofe,  who 
found  it  fo  difficult  to  fuftain  his  prefent  aflault. 
This  infolenqe  and  vanity  were  made  the  pretence 
for  deftroying  a  dangerous  and  incenfed  enemy, 
without  the  appearance  of  premeditated  cruelty. 
Milo  declared  that  the  man,  who  thus  prefumed 
in  his  captivity  to  menace  and  infult  his  conquer- 
ours,  fliould  at  leaft  find  his  own  purpofes  of 
revenge  efiedtually  prevented ;  and  ordered  the 
Dane  to  immediate  execution. 

The  Britons,  however,  were  foon  convinced 
that  their  captive  had  but  too  good  reafons  for  his 
arrogant  menaces^.  The  period  which  Henry  had 
adigned  for  their  return  was  now  elapfed :  Raymond 
had  been  obliged  to  depart  without  an  explicit 
anfwer,  and  found  earl  S.irongbow'  returned  to 
Dublin  in  the  utmoft  dejedion,  cut  off  from  all 
fupplies,  and  already  confiderably  ftreightened  to 
maintain  his  army.     The  Irifh  chieftains  were  no 

F  ftrangers 
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ftfangers  to  his  diftrefs.  Lawrence,  ^rchbifhop  of 
Dublin,  whofe  f^ndtity  of  charafter  gave  weight  to 
|iis  reprefent^tions,  flew  from  province  to  province,^ 
to  every  inferiour  diftridl,  and  every  chieftain^ 
entreating,  exhorting,  and  commanding  them  to 
feize  the  prefent  opportunity,  to  take  arms  againft 
^  comnion  enemy>  and  to  exterminate  %ht  dangerous 
foreigners,  now  worn  out  by  their  diflrefle^,  and 
ready  to  fink  forever  under  the  firft  vigorous  aflault. 
Not  contented  with  raifing  a  fpirit  of  indignation 
and  valour  In  his  countrymen,  the  politic  and 
indefatigable  prelate,  in  conjunftion  with  Roderic, 
difpatched  cmiflaries  to  Gotherd  king  of  the  ifland 
cf  Mann,  as  well  as  to  other  princes  of  the  Northern 
ifles,  who  piade  the  raoft  aflfedting  reprefentations 
pf  the  crpelty  and  ambition  of  the  Britons,  whom 
po  fcounds  could  reftrainj;  entreating  their  afliftance 
againft  an  enemy  who  would  not  confine  their 
injurious  attempts  to  Ireland,  but  extend  their 
^furpations,  and  at  laft  fall  with  their  whole  weight 
on  thofe,  who  now  feemcd  moft  remote  from 
danger.  . 

In  this  application  for  foreign  afiSftance,  Law- 
rence, like  a  wife  ftatefman,  addreflTed  himfelf  to 
thofe  who  had  been  taught  by  frequent  experience 
tp  dread  the  progrpfs  of  roving  adventurers,  who 
were  brave  and  hardy,  but  by  no  means  fo  powerful 
and  nuniero«s  as  ever  to  over-run  the  country  to 
which  they  were  invited.  Their  fears  were  fo  far 
^ilarmed,  and  their  hopes  Co  flattered  ^y  the  promifes 
of  Rodpric,  that  thefe  iflandcrs  confentcd  to  aflifl: 
their  neighbours,  and  foon  blocked  up  the  harbour 
of  Dublin  with  thirty  (hips,  while  the  confederated 
Irifh  took  tbw  icveral  ftations  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
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as  to  furround  the  city".  Roderic  with  his 
provincial  troops  encampecf  weft  ward  at  Caftlenock. 
O'Ruarc  and  O'Carrol  placed  thcmfelves  north  of 
the  harbour,  near  Clontarf*:  the  lord  of  6'Kenfe- 
lagh  pofTelTed  the  oppofite  fide  ;  while  the  prince 
of  Thpmond,  who  had  deferted  his  Leinfter  allies, 
and  again  united  with  Roderic^  advanced  to  Kil^ 
inainham,  within  lefs  than  a  mile  from  the  walls. 
Even  Lawrence  himfelf  now  appeared  in  arms, 
and  commanded  his  particular  troop^  an  inftance 
of  martial  fpirit  not  Unufual  to  the  prelates  of 
tho(^  P»ys^  hut  not  always  exerted  in  a  caufe  fo 
honourable  as  the  prefent^  Their  numbers,  which 
are  vwioufly  related,  and  highly  exaggerated,  were 
certainly  great  and  formidable  ^  but  inftead  of 
forming  one  body,  a<Jluated  by  one  fpirit,  and 
direft^d  by  one  abfolute  commander,  they  were 
divided  into  feparate  and  independent  armies, 
commanded  by  diftindt  leaders,  neither  united 
among  themfelves>  nor  implicitly  obedient  to  tbeix: 
monarch  1  diftraded  by  mutual  jealoufies  and  ri- 
valries, and  each  indifferent  at  leaft,  to  the  intereft 
and  honour  of  his  afTociates.  When  the  fudden 
flame  of  zeal  had  once  fubfided,  they  expeded  that 
this  handful  of  foreigners  would  fubmit,  without 
waiting  for  th?  aAault  ^  and  for  tvvo  whole  months 
contented  thcmfelves  with  inverting  the  city,  and 
depriving  the  befieged  of  all  poflibihty  of  fupplies. 

F  ^  This 
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•  The  lord  ^  called  was  probal)ly  the  fame,  who  had  been  vefted 
by  Roderic  with  the  governineot  of  Leinfter  on  the  firft  expulftoa  of 
Dennod ;  or  the  chief  who  had  been  cleded  fucceflbr  by  the  Irrfe^ 
on  the  death  of  this  prince,  in  defiance  6t  the  prctenfions  of  Strongbow, 
who  claimed  the  fovereignty  of  this  province  by  virtue  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  bis  father- m-law. 
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This  inadtive  conduft,  however  was  fufficient 
to  reduce  earl  Strongbow  to  the  utmoft  difficulties*^* 
Every  day  he  became  more  and  more  diftreffed 
for  provifions,  and  his  men  of  confequenCe  grew 
weak  and  diftempered.  At  the  firft  alarm  of  dan- 
ger he  hadfentfor  fuccburs  to  Fitz-Stephen,  who 
readily  fupplied  him  with  a  fmall  reinforcement ; 
when  the  men  of  Wexford,  feizing  the  advantage 
of  Robert's  weaknefs,  and  encouraged  by  the  ac- 
counts received  of  the  diftrefles  of  his  countrymen, 
rofe  fuddenly  in  arms,  and  befieged  him  in  the  fort 
of  Carrig.  And  now  Donald  Kevanagh  arrived 
at  Dublin,  and  paffing  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
through  the  quarters  of  the  befiegers,  brought  the 
alarming  intelligence  of  the  prefent  danger  of 
Fitz-Stephen,  declaring,  that  if  not  ciFedually 
fupported  within  three  days,  the  gallant  Briton  muft 
fall  into  the  hands  of  his  implacable  enemies ;  that 
his  wife,  the  fifter  of  Fitz-Gerald  and  all  her 
children  were  involved  in  his  diftrefs,  and  implored 
relief  from  that  mercilcfs  and  brutal  violence  which 
threatened  them. 

Oppressed  withthefe  accumulated  misfortunes, 
carl  Strongbow  fummonpd  a  council  of  war  to 
deliberate  on  the  meafures  neceflary  to  be  taken  in 
this  defperate  emergency.  It  was  readily  deter- 
mined, as  the  moft  obvious  expedient,  to  enter 
into  treaty  with  Roderic  upon  any  terms  not  totally 
fervile  and  oppreffive^.  The  prelate  of  Dublin  it 
was  fuppofed  would  willingly  undertake  the  office 
of  mediator,  fo  fuitable  to  his  charadler  5  and  to 
him  they  addreffed  themfelves.  With  the  faircft 
expreffions  of  his  readinefs  and  folicitude  to  pre- 
vent the  efFufion  of  X^hriftian  Blood,  he  came  to 

receive 
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receive  their  overtures.  Strongbow  propofed  to 
acknowledge  Rodericashis  fovereign,  and  to  hold 
the  province  of  Lcinfter  from  the  Irifli  monarch, 
provided  he  would  raife  the  fiege,  and  accept  him 
as  his  vafTaL  Lawrence  engaged,  to  bear  this  propo- 
fal  to  Roderic,  and  foon  returned  with  an  anfwer, 
probably  framed  by  himfelf.  He  entered  the 
council  with  the  compofure  of  fecret  triumph  and 
exultation,  and  with  a  firm  tone  and  afpedl  de- 
clared, that  the  only  terms  which  his  monarch  was 
difpofed  to  grant  were  thefe :  that  Dublin,  Water- 
ford,  and  Wexford,  with  all  the  forts  poffefled  by 
the  Britons,  fhould  be  immediately  furrendered  into 
his  hands;  and  that  the  earl  and  his  afTociates  fhould 
with  all  their  forces  depart  from  Ireland  by  a  day 
affigned,  leaving  every  part  of  the  ifland  free  from 
their  ufurpations,  and  abfolutely  renouncing  all 
their  pretended  claims.  On  thefe  conditions  they 
were  to  be  fpared,  but  the  leaft  reluftance  or  delay 
would  determine  the  befiegers  to  ftorm  the  city. 

As  the  Britons  were  now  fuppofed  to  be  abfo- 
lutely in  the  power  of  the  befiegers,  thefe  terms 
were  neither  fevere  nor  infolent ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary appear,  when  impartially  confidered,  to  do 
honour  to  the  fpirit  of  the  prelate,  as  well  as  to 
the  judgment  of  the  minifter.  Notwithftanding 
all  the  rigours  and  cruelties  of  their  fuccefs,  no 
revenge  was  attempted.  To  prevent  the  efFedls  of 
their  deipair,  they  were  aflured  of  fafety ;  they 
were  allowed  to  depart  unmblefted,  and  were  only 
to  refign,  what  they  were  fuppofed  to  have  ufurped 
and  injurioufly  detained.  But  they  were  terms 
infupportably  mortifying  to  indigent  and  afpiring 
adventurers  ;  and  their  leaders,  now  left  to  confi- 
der  thefe  difagreeable  terms,  looked  upon  each  other 

with 
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with  filent  fliame  and  conftcrnation*,  till  Mik)  dd 
Cogan,  flarting  fuddenly  from  his  difmay,  declared 
his  rcfolution  to  die  bravely,  rathef  than  fubmit  to 
the  mercy  of  barbarous  enemies*  The  fpirit  of 
defpcrate  valour  wras  foon  caught  by  his  aflociates. 
FitzrGerald,  Raymond,  and  the  other  leaders,  all 
with  one  voice  concurred  in  the  generous  purpoie, 
of  refting  their  who|e  fortune  on  the  event  of  oiie 
brave  effort,  which,  at  the  worft,  would  end  in  aq 
honourable  death,  more  eligible  than  to  perifli  with 
famine,  or  to  refign  themfelves  to  thofe,  whofe 
perfidy  they  had  too  good  reafon  to  fufpe<9:,  I'he 
refolution  once  formed,  they  proceeded  with  greatct* 
Calmnefs  to  concert  the  neceffary  operations.^  It 
was  determined  that  their  impreflion  ihould  be 
tnade  on  that  quarter  where  Roderick  lay  encamped. 
They  reinforced  themfelves  by  a  confiderable  body 
of  the  townfmen,  whom  they  perfuaded  to  take 
part  in  this  defperate  enterprize,  by  poflefling  them 
with  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  the  cruelty  of  theif 
befiegers ;  and  npw  marched  out  in  good  order, 
and  with  determined  fpirits,  againft  an  enemy,  who 
expedled  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  a  bold  attack. 
Ilaymond  led  the  advanced  guard,  Milo  com^ 
manded  the  fecond  divifion^  and  was  followed  by 
the  earl  and  Pitz-Gerald  with  the  moft  confider-r 
able  part  of  their  force.  They  found  this  quarter 
of  their  befipgers  without  difcipine  or  order,  fecur^ 
and  carelefs,  and  fcarely  with  any  military  appear- 
ance :  and  their  aflault  was  furious,  l^hey  quickly 
bore  down  the  firft  feeble  refiftance,  forced  their 
way  with  terrible  fla^ughter  through  the  confufed 
crowds,  and  filled  the  whole  camp  with  confter- 
nation.  The  Irifh  fled  from- the  danger,  which 
their  furprize  had  magnified/  with  the  moft  preci- 
pitate 
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pitate  difinay;  and  their  monarch  himfclf,  who 
in  perfeft  eafe  dnd  confidencfe  had  retired  to  his 
bMh|  tfcapcd  only  by  ftarting  from  his  retirement 
half  naked^  and  joining  the  general  rout.  The 
chieftains  of  th6  othSf  ftations,  not  timely  apprised 
cf  this  attack,  or,  what  is  mbre  probable,  not 
zealoufly  difpofed  to  fupport  their  monarch,  heard 
the  confiifion,  caught  fhe  panic,  and,  while  the 
Vidors  continued  their  purfuit,  broke  up  their 
camps  precipitately.  Thus  the  Britons,  who  in 
the  morning  were  oh  the  point  of  toal  dcfpcratiopt 
faw,  in  one  day^  their  numerous  enemies  flying 
m  ill  fides,  and  leaving  the  plunder  of  theii-  camps 
to  a  fmall  enfeebled  garrifon,  who  thus,  beiides 
other  advantages^  gajned  proyifions  fqfficient  to 
fupport  them  for  a  year*, 

Dublin  being  thus  freedi  Strongbow  coratnitted 
the  government  of  it  to  Milo  de  Cogan,  refolving 
to  proceed  immediately  to  ,  Wexford,  in  order  to 
relieve  Fitz-Stephen'^i  But  unhappily  be  was  by 
this  time  in  th6  hands  of  his  enemies.     He  had 

defended 

•  T}ic  Irifti  annallfts  pafi  over  this  whole  tranfaftion  in  filence,  ov 
gt  moil  couch  ilightly  upon  a  viAory  gained  by  Milo  de  Cogan  over 
O'Ruarc  and  his  aflbclates.  And  they,  wh6  rely  moft  on  their  au- 
thority, deny  the  truth  of  the  circumftantial  relation  of  Cambrenlis, 
together  with  the  detail  found  in  the  tranflation  of  the  Lambeth 
inanufcript,  afcribed  to  Maurice  Regan,  or  at  leaft  contend  that  this 
iicge  was  formed  not  by  Roderic  but  CRuarc.  Had  thefe  annalifts 
furnifhed  any  accounts  contradidory  to  thofe  extant,  and  ufually 
admitted  as  authentic,  they  would  have  deferved  ah  impartial  at- 
tention. But  their  filpnce  is  of  no  weight  againft  the  authority  of 
a  cotemporary  writer.  And,  if  we  fhould  allow  him  to  have  miftaken 
the  name  of  the  Irifli  general  who  was  furprized  and  defeated,  the 
point  will  probably  be  deemed  of  very  little  confequence  by  all  tbofc 
who  are  not,  from  national  partialities,  or  other  circumflances, 
interefted  in  the  reputation  of  Roderic  O'Connor.  And  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  we  have  in  Giraldus  an  account  of  another  attempt 
made  on  Dublin  by  O'Ruarc,  in  which  he  was  defeated  by  Cogan, 
iinmcdiately  before  the  landing  of  Henry  the  Sjecond. 
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defended  Bimfelf  at  Carrig  with  the  utmoft  bra- 
very, and  repeatedly  foiled  his  befiegers  in  their 
boldeft  attempts  ^  whcp  at  length,  we  are  told  by 
Giraldus,  they  had  recourfe  to  a  ftratagem,  if  we 
may  call  the  moft  horrid  perjury  by  that  name, 
which  proved  fuccefsful.  A  parley  was  dcfired, 
and  a  company  of  Wexfordians  admitted  to  confer 
with  Robert.  With  an  appearance  of  the  utmoft 
friendfhip  they  afllired  him,  that  carl  Strongbow 
had  at  length  fuiFered  the  punifhment  of  his  teme^ 
rity;  that  Roderic  had  marched  his  powers  to 
Dublin,  ftormed  t^  city,  and  put  all  the  Britons 
to  the  fword ;  that  the  monarch  was  now  upon  his 
march  to  Wexford,  impatient  to  extirpate  every 
remains  qf  the  Britifh  adventurers,  and  particu-p- 
larly  breathing  revenge  againfl  Fitz-Stephen,  who 
firft  pointed  his  countrymen  the  way  into  Ireland, 
AfFedtcd  as  they  were  to  him  more  favourably  than 
to  any  of  his  aflbciates,  they  determined  that  he 
fhould  not  be  the  only  perfon  ignorant  of  the  f^tt 
of  his  unhappy  countrymen,  and  his  otvn  impen- 
ding danger.  To  aflift  him  was  impoflible  ;  but 
to  favour  his  efcape  was  an  office,  which  his  kind- 
nefs  had  juftly  merited.  They  urgently  prefled 
him  to  commit  himfelf  to  their  protedion,  folemnly 
promifing  to  convey  him  and  his  garrifon  into 
Wales,  before  the  arrival  of  Roderic  fhould  frufr- 
trate  their  aniicable  intentions. 

Robert  doubted  apd  hefitated  :  to  remove  his 
fufpicions  they  produced  two  reverend  bifhops  in 
their  rob^s  of  ceremony,  bearing  the  qrofs,  the 
hoft,  and  fome  reliques,  and,  laying  their  hands 
on  thefe,  fwore  a  folemn  oath  in  confirmation  of  all 
they  had  aiTcrted.  Fitz-Stephen,  efFedtually  de.- 
ceived  by  this  folemnity,  refigned  himfelf  and  his 

followers 
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followers  to  the  mercy  of  their  mortal  enemies, 
who,  inftead  of  conduifting  him  to  the  fea,  caft 
him  into  chains,  difarmed  his  men,  and.  praftifed 
every  wanton  cruelty  upon  them,,  that  infolencc 
and  barbarity  could  devife ;  maiming;  tormenting, 
and  killing  them.  In  the  midft  of  this  horrid 
triumph,  intelligence  is  received,  that  the  vidlori- 
ous  Britons  ar^  on  their  march  to  refcue  their  com- 
panions, and  muft  foon  arrive.  They  fet  fire  to 
the  town  of  Wexford,  and,  retiring  with  Fitz- 
Stephen,  and  thofe  other  prifoners  who  yet  furvived 
their  cruelty,  take  their  poft  in  an  illand  in  the 
middle  of  the  harbour^  called  the  Holy  Ifland. 

Stronqbow  in  the  mean  time  proceeded  on  his 
march,  but  not  without  an  oppofition  more  vigo- 
rous than  any  he  had  yet  encountered.  He  was  to 
pafs  through  a  defile  in  a  country  then  called  Hi- 
drone,  fituated  in  the  prcfent  county  of  Carlow"". 
And  here  ORian,  lord  qf  this  diftri<3:,  waited  in 
^mbufli  to  receive  him  with  a  confiddrable  force. 
No  fooner  were  the  Britifh  troops  hemmed  in  on 
all  fides  by  woods,  precipices,  and  moraflTes,  thaA 
they  found  themfelves  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly 
attacked.  The  furprize,  the  violence  of  the  onfet, 
the  hideous  ululations  of  the  Iri(h,  and  the  incon* 
venience  of  the  fituation,  foon  threw  them  into  con- 
fiderable  diforder,  and  obliged  the  leaders  to  exert 
their  utmoft  effbrts  to  prevent  a  total  overthrow, 
Meiler  Fitz-Henry,  one  of  their  bravefi:  comman- 
ders, in  attempting  to  bring  up  his  men,  was 
ftricken  to  the  ground,  and  with  difficulty  refcued ; 
and  the  Irifh,  animated  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  firft 
impreflion,  were  on  the  point  of  gaining  a  decifivc 
vidory,  when  a  monk,  called  Nicholas,  who  fer- 
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yed  in  the  Brltifh  al-my,  difchafgfed  ah  tfrrow  fo' 
fuccefsfally  againft  their  leader  O'Riift,  that  ht 
fell  down  dead  ;,  and  his  men,  confounded  at  hi« 
death,  fled,  and  left  their  enemies  maftefs  of  the 
field.  Giraldus  aflures  us  that  the  eatl  regained  the 
plain  in  fafety,  with  thfe  Jofs  ofofffy  o^ young  fnan^. 

The  eairl  jproceeded  to  Wexford,  faw  the  defola^ 
tion  of  tlie  city,  and  heard  of  the  captivity  of  Fitz- 
Stephen.  To  diftrefs  and  mortify  him  ftill  further, 
the  Irifli,  who  had  retired  to  the  Holy  Ifland*,  fent 
a  deputation  to  affurehim,  that  the  lead  attempt 
to  liioleft  them  in  their  prefent  fitiiation  0iould 
inftantly  determine  them  to  ftrike  off  the  beads  of 
all  their  prifoners.  He  knew  the  violence  of  thefe 
men  -,  turned  afide,  and  marched  to  W^terford. 
Here  the  mutual  animofities  of  fome  petty  chiefs 
threatened  to  involve  him  in  new  contefts.  On 
the  return  of  his  good  fortune,  O'Brien,  prince  of 
Thoraond,  affe^fled  $  ftrja  attachment  tQ  his  kinf-. 

man, 

•  In  this  cxpreffion  of  Giraldus,  a  reader,  fond  of  refining,  might 
poinbly  difcover  an  allufioh  to  a  well-known  Iriih  tradition.  It  \\ 
faid,  that  the  fon  of  Strongbow,  a  youth  of  feventeen  years,  was  {qi 
terrified  at  the  firft  onfet  or  the  Iriih  army,  that  he  fled  to  Dublin  in 
the  utihoft  conflernation,  declaring  that  his  father  and  all  his  forces 
had  perilhed :  that,  \|rhen  convinced  of  his  miftake,  h^  appeared 
before  the  earl,  and  congratulated  him  upon  his  vidlory,  the  father 
rigidly  condemned  him  to  death  for  cowardice,  and  fuffered  the 
Sentence  to  be  executed ;  ok*,  as  it  is  more  horridly  related,  executed 
h  with  his  own  hand,  by  cutting  his  fon  in  two.  This  tradition  re- 
ceives fome  countenance  from  the  ancient  monument  in  che  cathedral 
of  Dublin,  irf  which  the  ftatue  of  the  fon  of  Strongbow  is  continued 
ionly  to  the  middle,  with  the  bowels  open,  and  fupported  by  the 
hands.  But,  as  this  monument  was  ereded  fome  centuries  after  the 
^cath  of  Strongbow,  it  is  of  the  lefe  authority.  Thelrifh  annalifls 
repeatedly  mention  the  earPs  fon  as  engaged  in  feveral  anions  pofte- 
riour  to  this  period.  There  is  therefore  the  utmofl  reafon  to  fufpe^, 
that  the  whole  narrative  hath  no  other  foundation  than  the  fidlion  of 
fomclrifh  bardor  romancer,  who ii^vcntcd  for  a  people  delighting 
in  the  marvellous  and  afFefting, 
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ttian*.  He  had  conceived  fomc  rcfeutnfjcnt  agaiiift 
the  lord  of  Oflbry  j;  and,  as  the  furcft  means  of 
gratifying  his  rev^ge,  reprefented  hijobr  to  Strong^^. 
bow  as  a  peftilent  and  inrjplacable  adverfary  to  hife 
power  and  authority,  whom  his  intefeft  and  honoul: 
equally  obliged  him  to  reduce  x  for  which  purpofc 
he  made  a  lender  of  his  own  affiftance,  that  the 
common  enemy  of  their  houfe  might  at  length 
meet  the  punifhment  due  to  his  repeated  treafohsv 
So  artful  were  his  reprefantations,  that  Strongbow 
agreed  to  march  agairtft  this  lord  fan  d,  having 
encrcafed  his  prefent  forte  to  ttvd  thoufand  men 
by  the  jtm<Jlion  of  O'Brien'?  troopsy  proceeded  on 
bis  expedition.  The  Offorian,  who  had  already 
experienced  the  formidable  valour  of  the  Britons^^ 
determined  to  avert  the  danger  hy  a  timely  fubmif^- 
fion.  He  reprciented  to  earl  Strongbow*  by  his 
deputies,  that  however  traduced  by  the .  malice  of 
O'Brien,  he  had  continued  ever  iince  his  treaty 
with  king  Dermod,  and  wa«  ftill  difpofcd  to  con- 
tinue, in  dutiful  allegiance  to  the  thrpne  of  Leinfter; 
that  he  defired  but  a  fafe-eondud ;  was  ready '  to 
appear  before  the  earljj  and  to  convince  him  both 
of  his  own  redtitude,  and  the  falfehood  of  his 
enemy.  The  pt-opofai  wds  accepted  :  the  Britifh 
lords,  and  the  prince  of  Thoriiond,  engaged  iii 
the  moft  ibleiliri  manner,  that  he  fhould  corne  ^nd 
depart  in  fecurity  :  and  Prendergaft,  his  old  ally, 
who  had  returned  with  Strongbow^  was**  now 
appointed  to  pondudt  him  to  the  camp.  Here  he 
pleaded  his  caufe  boldly  againft  his  virulent  accu- 
ferjj,  who  clamoufoufly  infifted  on  his  guilt,  and 
were  preparing  to  pqt  him  to  death,  when  the 
generous  Prendergaft,  notwithftanding  the  injuries 
fle  had  once  received  from  the  OjTorian,  drew  hi$ 
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fv^rord,  and  with  an  oath  declared  that  no  violence 
ihould  be  offered  to  the  man,  who  had  entruftcd 
himfclf  to  thci;^  good  faith  5  that  he  had  conduced 
him  to  their  prcfencc,  and  would  conduift  him 
back  again.  The  earl  affented  ^  the  chieftain  was 
conveyed  into  his  own  territory  ;  O'Brien  rietired 
in  the  fpleen  of  difappointment,  and  Stron^bow 
proceeded  to  Ferns,  where  for  feme  days  he  cxer- 
cifed  a  royal  authority,  rewarding  his  friends,  and 
punifhing  the  difaifecSted.  The  chieftain  of  the 
O'Birnes,  who  had  originally  facrificed  his  perfonal 
jconnedlions  with  Dermod  to  the  public  caufe,  and 
had  ever  fincc  uniformly  oppofed  the  intereft  of  the 
foreigners,  could  no  longer  efcape  the  officious 
malice  of  his  enemies.  He  was  brought  in  a  pri- 
foner  and  condemned  to  death.  The  like  fentence 
is  faid  to  have  been  executed  on  a  fon  of  Donald 
Kevanagh,  notwithftanding  the  fervices  of  the 
father,  who  ftill  continued  his  adherence  to  the 
Britons,  and  was  rewarded  by  Strongbow  with  the 
gra^it  of  a  confiderable  diftrid:,  called  by  the  hifto- 
rian  the  Plains  of  Leinfter. 

But    this  new  fovereign  of  Leinfter  was  fooa 

-  called  oiF  to  more  important  objects.     Henry  king 

of  England  had  recovered  from  his  confternation 

at  the  death  of  Becket ;  his  vigilance  and  policy 

'had  proved  too  powerful  for  the   machinations  of 

his  emQmies ;  and,  notwithftanding  their  praftices 

M  Rome  to  drive  the  pope  to  the  fevereft  exertions 

of  his  fpiritual  jurifdiftion,  againft  the  fuppofed 

murderer  of  the  prelate,  he  contrived  to  avert,  at 

leaft  to  fufpend,  the  danger  of  papal  indignation, 

and  refolved  no  longer  to  defer  nis  long-projeded 

expedition  into  Ireland,  whofe  fuccefs  might  re-^ 

ftore  tnat  luftre  to  his  character,  which  had  been 

inipaired 
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impaired  by  his  tranfadtions  with  the  hierarchy* 
He  was  now  in  England,  making  the  neccflary 
provifions  for  this  expedition ;  and„  as  his  jealouly 
of  the  adventurers  was  encreafed  by  their  fuccefs, 
and  as  the  time  was  come  when  he  could  himfelf 
undertake  the  reduftion  of  Ireland,  he  utterly 
difavowed  their  proceedings,  exprefled  the  utiliofl: 
refentment  at  their  prefumption  and  difobedience^, 
and  by  a  fecond  nfiflage  fummoned  earl  Richard 
to  appear  inftantly  oefore  him.  The  earl  deter- 
mined to  obey  this  mandate,  and,  ftationing  his 
governours  in  Dublin  and  Waterford,  and  making 
fuch  other  difpofitions  as  the  time  permitted, 
embarked,  and  met  the  king  at  Newnham  near 
Gloucefter.  Whatever  refentn^ent  Henry  aiFeded 
was  foon  allayed  by  the  fubmiffions  of  the  earl, 
who  repeated  his  profeffions  of  allegiance,  and 
yielded  all  his  Irifli  acquifition$  to  the  difpofal  of 
his  loyal  mafter :  the  king  fufFered  himfelf  to  be 
entreated  by  Hervey  of  Mountmorres,  who  had 
funoimoned  the  earl  to  his  prefence,  and  now 
attended  with  his  nephew.  The  fcene  of  diffi- 
mulation  was  clofed  by  a  treaty,  in  which  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  city  of  Dublin  and  a  large  adjoin- 
ing domain,  together  with  all  the  maritime  towns 
and  forts,  acquired  by  Strongbow,  (hould  be  fur- 
rendered  abfolutely  to  Henry,  who  on  his  part 
gracioufly  confented,  that  the  earl  fhould  have  all 
his  other  Iri(h  pofleffions  granted  in  perpetuity 
and  to  be  held  of  the  king  and  his  heirs.  Strong- 
bow  thus  reftored  to  favour,  attended  his  royal 
mafter  in  his  progrefs  by  the  Severn  fide  and 
Wcftern  coaft  of  Wales  to  Pembroke,  where  the 
king  refided  while  his  forces  were  aflembling  at 
Milford. 

Here 
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Heh^  again  Henry  ^j^umeii  all  the  terrours  of 
offended  majc%^  ag^inft  the  Wclfhmpft  who  had 
abetted  the  prefvinnpti©»  of  their  countrymen,  and 
laflifted  \hfim  in  thw  unwiwrj^nted  invafioij  pf 
Ireland,  as  if  they  were  (bvereign  and  indepeqdenti 
end  had'a  right  to  tngj^g?  in  foreign  quarrels*  not 
pnly  without  his  permiflion,  but  contrary  to  hi§ 
exprefe  command.  Such  flagrant  contepipt  ^f 
his  authority,  and  difaifedio^to  his  govfrnment, 
it  fcems,  were  not  to  be  paironed,  until  he  had 
feized  every  caftle  of  every  lord  within  their  ptQ* 
vince,  and  filled  them  with  his  own  forces* 

And  now  while  Strongbow  attended  on  th« 
king",  and  Raymond  Le  Grofs  was  engaged  at 
Wuterford>  a  vigorous  effort  was  made  by  O'Rujjre 
of  Brcffney  againft  the  garrifon  of  Dublin^.  The 
fpirit  of  his  attempt  proved  that  the  forces  of  one 
Irifli  chieftain,  united  and  obedient^  were  really 
more  formidable  than  much  more  confiderable 
numbers,  collefted  from  different  provinces,  with-* 
out  mutual  harmony  or  fubordination.  Milo  de 
Cogan  could  not  repel  his  attack  without  eonfidcr^ 
able  lofs ;  but  the  firft  impreffion  proving  unfuc- 
cefsful,  the  Irifh,  as  ufual,  confidered  the  battle  a$ 
defperate ;  and  the  defeat  of  O'Ruarc  was  embit* 
tered  by  the  lofs  of  his  fon>  who^fell  upon  the  fi^ld 
of  ai9ion. 

Such  fuccefles,  however  inconfiderable,  fcrved 
to  confirm  the  natives  in  the  terrible  ideas  they 
had  formed  of  Britifti  valour,  and  contributed  to 
that  helplcfs  fufpence  with  which  the  fame  of 
Henry's  intended  expedition  was  received.  A  pow^ 
erful  and  renowned  prince,  who  claimed  a  right 

of 
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of  Saverdgnty  ever  the  whok  ifland,  and  zffe&cd 
the  utmoft  refentment  at  thofe  Britifli  leaders  who 
had  borne  Vms  in  Ireland,  a$  if  they  had  invaded 
liis  dominions^  and  madft  war  upon  his  fubjcds, 
was  BOW  ready  to  appear  in  perfon,  and  aflert  his 
pretendpd  rights  at  the  h^ad  of  a  confidcr^blc 
force.  Yet,  neither  the  fame  of  his  intended  ex- 
pfidition,  nor  the  aftuai  march  of  his  troops,  nor 
the  kiiig-s  gradual  ppogrcfs  through  Wales,  appear 
to  have  produced  any  ferment  or  extraordinary 
motions,  in  Ireland,  any  meafures  of  defence,  any 
confultations  for  repelling  the  common  danger,  any 
exertions  on  the  part  of  Roderic,  or  any  affociations 
among  the  fubordlnate  chieftains.  ^  Each  feems 
tQ  have  confined  his  attention  to  his  own  intcrefts, 
and  ^he  intereft  of  his  tribe^  with  a  fordid  purpofe 
of  deriving  what  advantages  he  might  from  the 
invafion,  at  leafl  of  averting  the  evils  that  might 
attend  it,  from  hin^felf.  Xhey  faw  the  power  of 
their  own  monarch  on  the  point  of  total  difTolu- 
tion;  and  they  faw  it  with  indifference,  if  not 
with  an  envious  and  fnalignant  fatisfadtion.  Some 
were  even  ready  to  prevent  their  invader,  and  to 
fubmit  before  he  yet  appeared  upon  their  coafl. 
The  men  of  Wexford,  who  had  pofTefTed  them- 
felves  of  Fitz-Stephen,  refolved  to  avert  the  con- 
fequences  of  their  late  perfidy  and  cruelty  by  the 
forwardnefs  of  their  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  the 
king  of  England,  and  the  fcadinefs  of  their  fub- 
mifSons.  Their  deputies  were  fent  to  Pembroke^, 
who  in  the  name  of  their  fellow-citizens  caft 
themfelves  at  Henry's  feet,  and  with  the  mofl  paf- 
fionate  expreflions  of  obedience  humbly  entreated 
that  he  would  accept  them  as  his  faithful  vafTals, 
ready  to  refign  themfelves,  their  lands,  and  pof- 

feffions 
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fcflions  to  his  abfolutc  difpofal.  **  They  had  al- 
**  ready  endeavoured  to  approve  their  zeal  by  feiz- 
**  ing  Robert  Fitz-Stcphen,  a  traitor  to  his  fove- 
**  reign,  who  had  lately  entered  their  territory  by 
^^  force  of  arms,  without  any  due  warrant  or  fair 
«*  pretence ;  had  fTaughtered  their  people,  feized 
^'  their  lands,  and  attempted  to  eftabliih  himfelf 
**  independent  of  his  liege-lord.  They  kept  him 
^*  in  chains,  and  were  ready  to  deliver  him  to  the 
**  difpofal  of  his  fovereign."  The  king  received 
them  with  expreflions  of  the  utmoft  grace  and  fa^ 
vour;  commended  their  zeal  in  repreffing  the  un- 
warrantable attempts  of  Fitz-Stephen  ;  declared 
that  he  fhould  foon  enquire  into  his  crimes,  and 
the  wrongs  they  had  fuftained,  and  inflifl:  condign 
punifhment  upon  every  offence  committed  by  his 
imdutiful  fubjeds.  Thus  were  the  Iriflimen  dif- 
miflc;d .  in  the  utmoft  joy  and  exultation ;  and  the 
artifice  of  Henry,  whjle  it  infpired  thefe  men  with 
favourable  difpofitions  to  his  interefts,  proved  alfp 
the  moft  effeiflual  means  of  faving  Fitz-Stephen 
from  their  capricious  cruelty* 
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CHAP.      III. 

Henry   the  Second  arrives  at  Waterford. — "The 
We^ordians  graeioujly  received. — SubmiJJions   of 
the  chieftain  of  Defmond. — Short  progrefs  of  the 
king. — Submtjfions  of  other  Irijh  princes. — Fitz- 
Stephen  fet  at  liberty. — Henry  marches  to  Dublin. 
— Receives  the  homage  of  fever al  IriJh  lords. — 
Attempts   to    reduce  Roderic. — Feajis  the  IriJh 
lords  in  JDublin. — Synod  of  Cajhel. — Its  conjii- 
tutions. — Adulation   of  the  clergy. — Meaning  of 
a  fubmifjion  to  Henry  and  his  Heirs. — haws. of 
England  bow  far  ejlablijhed  in  Ireland. — Not  as 
a  model  for  a  new  polity. — Rights  of  the  Englijh 
adventurers  fecured.-^Settlement  of  Dublin. — 
Grant  to   the  OJimen  of  Waterford. — Counties^ 
jheriffsj  and  officers  of  Jiate  efiablijhed  in  Ireland. 
--^Provijion  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  a  chief  gover^ 
nor. — Henry   recalled  to  Normandy. — His  difpo- 
Jit  ions  and  grants  in  Ireland. — He  embarks   at 
Wexford. — Treats  with  the  legates. — Threatens 
to  return  to  Ireland. — Is  reconciled  to  the  pope. — 
Grant  of  the  fovereignty  of  Ireland  confirmed  by 
pope  Alexander. 

HENRY  FiTz -Empress  having  completed 
the  preparations  neceflary  for  his  expedition 
into  Ircland'^>  and  performed  his  folemn  devotions 
in  the  church  of  St.  David,  to  implore  a  bleffing 
upon  an  enterprize  undertaken  by  the  authority, 
and  in  the  caufe  of  the  church,  embarked  at 
Milford,  attended  by  earl  Strongbow,  William 
Fitz-Andelm,  Humphrey  de  Bohun,  Hugh  de 
Lacy,  Robert  Fitz-Bernard,  and  other  J^arons, 
four  hundred  knights,  and  about  four  thoufand 

G  foldiers. 
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foldiers.  His  fleet,  confifting  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  (hips^,  aa  awful  and  formidable  objeft  to 
thofe  on  whofe  coaft  they  appeared,  entered  the 
port  of  Watcrford,  and  his  forces  were  landed  on 
the  feaft  of  St.  Luke,  in  0<9:ober  of  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  feventy-two.  The  profefled  defign 
of  his  expedition  was  not  to  conquer,  but  to  take 
pofleflion  of  a  country  granted  to  him  by  the  pope, 
and  to  exercife  a  foyereignty  which  he  affefted  to 
believe  muft  be  acknowledged  and  obeyed  without 
the  leaft  difficulty  or  reludlance*. 

Amidst  the  agclamations  ofjoyatthc  arrival 
of  this  new  fovereign*^,  earl  Strongbow  made  a 
formal  furrender  of  Waterford,  and  did  homage 
to  Henry  for  the  principality  of  Leinfter.  The 
men  of  Wexford  were  at  hand  with  their  prifoner 
Fitz -Stephen,  whom  they  prefented  to  the  king, 
repeating  their  accufations,  and  imploring  juflace 
againft  their  tyrant  and  oppreffor.  Henry  received 
them  with  an  affected  commiferation  of  their 
wrongs,  too  grofs  to  impofe  on  any  but  the  rude 
gnd  inexperienced  ^  aflqred  then^  of  his  protection, 

an4 

A  Ann.  Ult.  MS.      ^  ^ 

"^  This  was  the  idea  which  the  Irifh  fulge^la  of  later  times  enter- 
tained. There  was  a  tradition  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second, 
which  though  not  unexceptionably  eftablimed,  yet  fhews  what  were 
their  conceptions  at  that  period.  It  was  faid,  that  while  Henry's 
flee^  was  yet  at  fca,  an  Oilman  lord  of  Waterford,  who  fuppof(?d  th^t 
the  defcent  muft  be  made  upon  his  lands,  and  was  (blicitous  tofecure 
Jiis  property  from  depredation,  drew  fopie  chains  acrofs  the  harbour, 
in  order  to  divert  the  fleet  to  fome  other  quarter  ;  th^t  as  the  obftaclc 
was  fbon  overcome,  Henry  ipimediately  on  his  landing  feized  this 
lord  and  his  accomplices,  whofe  crim^  was  that  (hey  had  prefomcd 
to  treat  him  as  an  invader,  not  as  the  rightful  fovereign  of  Ireland  ; 
that  he  therefore  dealt  with  them  not  as  enemies  who  had  a£led  in 
a  fair  courfc  of  open  war,  but  as  rebellious  fubjefts  ;  that  they  were 
tried  in  what  be  called  the  king's  court,  the  ad  of  rebellion  proved, 
and  fentence  of  high-treafon  execu^d  upon  them.  Placit.  Coronas, 
4  Edv.  U.  in  Turr.  Befcningh. 

G  Girald.  C^mb.  /  >,^^|^ 
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and  fternly  reproaching  Fitz-Stephen  for  his  pre- 
fumption,  remanded  him  to  prifon.  The  Iri(h 
were  rejoiced  to  find  that  they  had  not  only  elcapcd 
the  punifliment  due  to  their  perfidy  and  cruelty, 
but  that  they  had  involved  their  enemy  in  danger 
and  difgrace  ;  and  Fitz-Stephen  was  the  lefs  mor- 
tified, as  he  well  knew  the  purchafe  o£  his  liberty, 
and  that  he  muft  of  neceffi ty  refign  all  his  Iriih 
acquifitions  to  the  king.  , 

The  fame  of  his  intended  expedition  had  for 
fome   time  been  fpread  through  Ireland,  and  it« 
influence  upon  the  fev^cral  toparchs  was  fbon   dif- 
covered^.     Dermod   Mac-Artby,  prince  of  Def-» 
mond,  was  the  firft  chieftain  who  fubmitted  and 
acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  Henry.     On  the 
very  day  after  his  arrival  this  Irifli  prince  attended 
at  his  court,  refigncd  his  city  of  Corke  to  the  king, 
did  him  homage,  and  ftipulated  to  pay  a  tribute 
for  the  reft  of  hie  territory,  which  on  thcfe  condi- 
tions he  was  to  enjoy  without  further  rooleftatioa 
or  reftraint.     An  Englifli  governour  and   garrifon 
were  immediately  appointed  to  take;   pofleflion  of 
his  capital,  while  the  ^\x^%  difplayed  his  power  and 
magnificence  by  marching  to  Lifmorc,^  where  he 
chofe  a  fituation,  and  gave  the  ncccflary  orders  and 
dircAion\for  building  a  fort*".     From  thence  pro- 
ceeding to  Calhcl,  we  af6  told  he  had  an  interview 
with  the  archb!(hop  of  tfels  fee ;  and  poflibly  might 
have  deemed  it  ufeful  to   poflefs  this  prelate,  the 
firft  of  the  Irifti  clergy  who  appeared  before  him, 
with  an  opinion  of  his  gracious  intentions  to  his 
countrjr-,    and  his   zeal  for  the  regulation   of  its 
church.     Nor  were  thefe  (hort  excurfions  without 
their  influence,*  in  ftriking  the  inhabitants  with  an 
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awful  and  terrible  impreflion  of  his   power.     A 
formidable  army  hovering  about  the   diftrifts   of 
each  petty  chieftain,  when  each  was  left  to  his  own 
refources  for  defence,  quickened  their  refolves,  and 
conquered  every  remains  of  pride,  or  reluftance  in 
fubmitting  to  the  invader.     O'Brien  of  Thomond 
thought  it  dangerous  to  delay,  and  meeting  Henry 
on  the  banks  of  the  Sure,  furrenderecj  his   city  of 
Limerick,  and  did  homage  for  his  other  territory, 
engaging  to  pay  him  tribute "" .     Donchad  of  Oflbry, 
di:eading   the  advantages  which  his   rival  might 
acquire  by  his  forward  zeal,  baftened  to  the  king, 
and  fubmitted  to  become  his  tributary  and  vaflal, 
OTaolan  of  the  Decies  followed  thefe  examples, 
and  all  the  inferior  chiefs  of  Munfter  vied    with 
each  other  in  the  alacrity   of  their  fubmiffions. 
All  were  received  with  gracious  affurances  of  favour 
and    protedtion,    entertained  with   magnificence, 
loaded  with   prefents,    and   difmifled  with   deep 
impreflions  ^  of  the  grandeur  and  condefcenfions 
of  this  powerful  monarch. 

He  returned  to  Wexford  ^;  and  here,  as  it  was 
no  longer  neceflary  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of; 
refentment  to  Fitz-Stephen,  his  barons  were  per- 
mitted to  intercede  for  a  brave  fubjedt,  who  had 
not  willingly  or  intentionally  offended,  for  whofo 
future  fidelity  they  w^re  all  ready  to  becomq 
fureties,  and  who  was  himfelf  prepared  to  givo 
the  beft  furety  for  his  allegiance,  by  a  formal  re- 
fignation  of  all  his  Irifh  pofleffions  to  his  fovereign^ 
Fitz-Stephen  was  fet  at  lib^erty,  and  furrendcredj 
Wexford  and  its  territory  to  the  king,  doin 
homage  for  the  reft  of  his  acquifitions,  which  h 
was  allowed  to  retain  from  Henry  and  his  heirs. 
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And  now>  having  provided  for  the  fecurity^  of 
Munfter,  and  Rationed  his  garrifons  in  the  cities 
of  Limerick,  Cork,  Waterford"*,  Henry  determined 
to   proceed  to   Dublin,  to  take  pofleffion  of  this 
city  in  due  form,  vsrhich  had  been  furrendered  by 
carl  Richard.     He  led  his  trooj)S  through  Oflbry, 
in  a  flow  and  ftately  progrefs,  fo  as  to  flrike  the 
rude  inhabitants  with  the  fplendour  and  magnifi- 
cence of  his  royal  army,  and  give  their  chieftains 
an  opportunity  of  repairing   to  his  camp,    and 
acknowledging  his  fovereignty.    Their  indifference 
to  the  interefts  of  Roderic,  as  well  as  their  terrour 
of  the   Englifh   drms,  foon  determined  them  to 
make  their  peace  with  Henry.     The  Irifh  lords  of 
Leinfter  deemed  his  fervice  more  honourable  than 
a  fubje6lion   to   Strongbow,    whofe  feverity  had 
rendered  him  an  objed:  of  horrour  to  the  Irifli, 
even   from  his  firft  landing"".     As  he  advanced 
towards  Dublin,  the  neighbouring  lords  all   ap- 
peared and   fubmitted ;    O'Carrol   of  Argial,    a 
chieftain  of  flill  greater  power  and  confequence, 
repaired  to  his  camp,  and  in  due  form  engaged  to ' 
become  his  tributary  :  and  to  complete  the  morti- 
fication of  Roderic,  his  old  and  intimate  aflTociate 
O'Ruarc  of  BreiFney,  whofe  interefts  he  had  fup- 
ported,  whofe  perfonal  injuries  he  had  revenged, 
whom  he  had  made  lord  of  a  confiderable  part  of 
Meath,  fo  that  Giraldus  calls  him  king  of  Meath, 
abandoned  his  falling  friend  and  ally,  and    became 
the  willing  vafTal  of  this  new  fovereign. 

Roderic,  though* confounded  at  the  defedion 
of  his  tributaries,  and  the  formidable  progrefs 
of  his  invader,  harrafled  by  the  fadions  of  this 
province^^  and  afflided  by  the  diflfentions  of  his 

family, 
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family,  yet  could  not  at  once  refign  his  title  to  the 
monarchy  of  Ireland".  And  though  fcnfible  o£ 
the  danger  of  encountering  an  Englifli  army,  and 
little  enabled  by  fuch  numbers  as  he  could  cblledt 
to  march  out  againft  the  royal  invader,  he  yet  col- 
lected his  provincial  troops,  and,  entrenching  him- 
fclf  upon  the  banks  of  the  Shannon,  feemed 
determined  that  his  own  territory  at  leaft  fliould 
not  be  facrificed  to  the  ambition  of  Henry. 
Unencumbered  by  a  crowd  of  faithlefs,  difcon- 
tented,  and  difobedicnt  followers,  he  now  appears 
to  a(ft  with  a  fpirit  and  dignity  more  fuited  to  his 
ftation.  Hugh  de  Lacy  and  William  Fitz-Andelm^ 
were  comn)iffioned  to  meet  this  refractory  prince^ 
and  either  to  perfuade,  or  force  him  to  a  fubmiflion*. 
But  Roderic  was  too  Itrong,  and  too  well  pofted  ta 
be  aflailed  by  a  detachment  from  the  Englifh 
army ;.  and  he  at  leaft  afFeCted  to  believe  that  his 
fortune  was  not  yet  fo  totally  defperate  as  to  warraat 
an  immediate  refignation  of  his  dignity  and  autho- 
rity, while  his  own  territory  remained  inviolate,^ 
and  the  brave  and  powerful  chiefs  of  Ulfter  ftill 
kept  retired  in  their  owa  diftri<3;s  without  any 
thought  of  fubmifEon. 


c  Benedidl  Abb.  vol.  I. 


The 


•  Giraldiw  indeed  aflerts  that  Rodenc  yielded  to  the  inftances  of 
De  Lacy  and  Fitz-Andelm,  fworc  allegianee  to  Henry,  and  gave 
Koftages  as  a  fecurity  for  the  faithful  payment  of  his  tribute.  But  the 
Irifh  annalifls  acknowledge  no  fuch  fubmifiion ;  and  the  abbot  of 
Peterborough  declares  ingenuoufly  that  the  king  of  Connaueht  flill 
continued  to  maintain  his  independentc,  agreeing  in  this,  with  the 
artlefs  hiftorical  Uridures  of  Ireland,  which  diltindly  mark  the 
extent  of  Henry's  prefent  acquifitions,  without  the  leaft  appearance 
of  difguife  or  partiality,  and  reprefent  their  monarch  as  ftill  exer- 
ciiing  an  independent  fovcreignty,  oppofing  the  invaders,  and  at 
length  treating  with  Henry  at  the  time  and  in  the  maimer  ftated  on 
record  -,  as  the  leader  will  find  Ia  the  cnfuing  chapter. 
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The  Irifh  chieftains ''^  who  accepted  Henry  as 
their   fovereign,  and  attended  at  his  court,  were 
received  with  all  thofe  <:onciliating  expreffions  ^of 
favour,    the  common   artifice   of  ambition,    but 
which  were  peculiarly  flattering  to  a  people  equally 
proud   and  inexperienced.     It  was    the  feaft   of 
Chriftmas,  a  feafon  of  general  fellivity,  for  whicl> 
Henry  prepared  with  fuch  elegance  and  pomp  as 
his  prefent  fituation  might  permit,  and   fuch  as 
were  perfedly  fl:upendous  to  his    Irifh  followers. 
They  flocked  to  Dublin  from  al|  quarters,  in  the 
cagernefs  of  furprize  and  expcdtation.     As  the  city 
afibrded  no  building  capable  of  receiving  the  royal 
train,    and  the  numerous   aflfembly   of  guefl:s,  a 
temporary  ftrufture  was  raifed  with  hurdles,  after 
the  Irifh  fafhion,  in  the  fouth-eaftern  fuburbs,  of 
large  dimenfions  and  richly  ornamented  ;  and  here 
the  vaflal-lords  of  Ireland  were  admitted  freely, 
and    feafted  fumptuoufly.     Piles  of  filvcr,    coftly 
meats,  generous  wines,  drefs,   mufic,  and  attend- 
ants, all  confpired  to  poflefs  them  with  a  vulgar 
admiration   of    their   invader.     Dazzled    by    his 
grandeur,  and  intoxicated  by  his  condefcenfions, 
they  forgot  the  bafeneis  of  their   fubmiflion,  and 
fancied    themfelves  exalted  to  a  degree  of  confe- 
quence  by  being  allied  to  fuch  magnificence  and 
fplendouf. 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  Englifli  .hiftorians,  the 
clergy  of  Ireland  were  ftill  readier,  and  more  abjed: 
in  their  fubmiflions  to  king  Henry  than  the  lords 
and  toparchs.  The  abbot  of  Peterborough  aflerts, 
and  is  followed  by  Hoveden  and  others,  that  im- 
mediately on  the  king's  arrival  at  Waterford,  the 
whole  body  of  the  hierarchy  attended  him,  received 

him 

D  Girald  Camb,  C"r^r^n\o 

Digitized  by  VjOOv  IC 


88      HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.      B-  I. 

him  as  fovereign  lord  of  Ireland,  and  fworc  fealty 
to  him  and  his  heirs  ;  and  that  froili  each  prelate 
he  received  a  charter  or  inftrument  of  their  ref- 
pedive  fubmiffions,  which  the  king  took  care  to 
tranfmit  to  Rome,  Giraldiis,  who  was  ftudious 
todifplay  every  particular  which  might  do  honour 
to  his  royal  mafter,  takes  not  the  leaft  notice  of  a 
tranfadion  fo  extraordinary,  and  the  Irifli  annalifts 
are  equally  filent  on  that  head. 

But  it  is  aflerted'  with  more  probability,  and 
on  better  authority,  that  Henry,  having  been  ac- 
knowledged fovereign  by  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  ifland,  unmolefted  by  thofe  who  had  not  yet 
fubmitted,  and  prevented  by  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon  from  any  attempt  to  reduce  them  by  force, 
afFeded  to  difplay  his  zeal  and  folicitude  to  fulfil 
the  conditions  of  his  grant  from  pope  Adrian,  by 
turning  his  attention  to  the  church  of  Ireland,  and 
labouring  for  the  reformation  of  Its  fuppofedabufes'. 
A  fynod  of  the  clergy  was  fummoned  in  hi^  name, 
and  aflembled  at  Cafhel  by  his  order,  to  enquire 
into  the  prefent  ftate  of  morals  and  religion t  But 
whether  this  was  a  ge;neral  affembly  of  all  the 
Irifli  prelates,  may  be  fairly  doubted.  Gelafius, 
the  primate  of  Armagh,  a  man  highly  reverenced 
by  his  countrymen,  and  who  derived  confiderable 
influence  from  the  fandity  of  his  charader,  cer- 
tainly did  not  attend,  and  as  an  apology  is  faid  to 
have  pleaded  his  age  and  infirmities  ;  though  thefe 
did  .not  prevent  him  from  holding  another  fynod, 
convened  foon  after,  in  Connaught,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Roderick,  and  probably  in  oppofition  to 

that 
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that  now  fummoned  by  Henry*.  The  prelates  of 
Ulfter  followed  the  example  of  their  metrdpolitan. 
And  if  the  prelate  of  Tuam,  or  Lawrence  of 
Dublin,  who  had  fo  zealoufly  contended  againft 
the  Englifh,  obeyed  this  fummons,  they  might 
have  deemed  their  prefencc  neceflary  to  preferve 
the  honour  of  their  church,  to  them  a  point  of 
moment,  from  injurious  reprefentation ;  and  by  a 
readinefs  to  correct  what  might  really  be  found 
amifs^  to  deprive  the  invader  of  the  great  pretence 
for  extending  his  hoftilities. 

Christian,  bifhop  of  LifmoBc,  prefided  in 
this  affembly  as  the  pope's  legate  "";  in  which  cha- 
rafter  he  had,  about  twenty  years  before^  prefided 
in  the  grand  affembly  of  kings,  prelates,  and 
nobility,  convened  by  order  of  cardinal  Paparon, 
The  abbot  of  Buldwais,  the  archdeacon  of  Landaff, 
and  fome  others  of  the  Englifh  clergy  attended  on 
the  part  of  Henry,  to  forward  the  purpofes  of  their 
mafter,  and  to  obferve  the  conduct  of  the  Iriflt 
prelates.  The  profeffed  defign  of  this  fynod  was, 
in  obedience  to  the  fovereign  pontiff,  to  devife 
remedies  for  ignorance  and  wickednefs,  to  eradicate 
every  fibre  of  depravity  and  iniquity,  and  to  reftore 
the  purity  of  their  ecclefiafl:ical  tonftitution,    now 

contaminated 

*  Giraldtts  afTerts  that  Gelafius  fbroe  time  after  came  to  Dublin, 
and  gave  his  full  affent  to  the  tranfadions  and  ordinances  of  this 
fynod.  The  Irifh  annalifts  on  the  contrary  declare  that  he  was  con- 
ftantly  employed  in  rcgulating-the  ecclefiallical  affairs  in  the  Weftern 
and  Northern  parts  of  the  ifland  until  his  death,  which  happened  in 
eleven  hundred  and  feventy-four.  While  the  writers  of  each  nation 
are  folicitous  to  claim  this  venerable  prelate  to  their  own  party,  they 
agree  in  one  particular,  which  fuited  their  undcrilandings,  and  is 
therefore  carefully  recorded — that  Gelafius,  in  every  progrefs  through 
tl^e  kingdom  was  conftantly  attended  by  a  white  cow,  a  particular 
favourite,  which  fupplied  him  with  milk,  the  chief  fuftcnance  of  the 
pious  and  abilemious  primate. 

K  Girald  Camb.  Concil.  M.  Brit-  T.  i.  r^^^^T^ 
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contaminated  and  difgraccd.  And  the  ordinances 
^ich  were  to  anfwer  Tuch  important  purpofes  we 
find  forbidding  marriages  within  the  prohibited 
degrees  of  confanguinity ;  directing  that  baptifm 
ihould  be  publickly  adminiftcred,  youth  inftrud:ed> 
tythes  regularly  paid,  the  lands  of  the  clergy  ex- 
empted from  fecular  exactions  ;  that  all  true  fons 
of  the  church  (hould  have  power  by  will  to  diftri- 
bute  their  efFedts  in  due  proportion  between  their 
wives  and  children,  and  be  decently  interred  in 
hallowed  ground.  Such  was  the  plan  of  reforma- 
tion which  required  the  interpofition  of  the  pope, 
which  obliged  him  to  transfer  the  fovereignty  of 
Ireland  to  a  foreign  prince,  and  demanded  the 
prefence  of  the  Englifh  monarch  and  a  royal  army 
to  enforce  !  as  if  the  fame  futile  ordinanceis  had 
not  been  repeatedly  enabled  in  ev,ery  fynod,  held 
almoft  annually  by  the  Irifh  clergy,  from  that  of 
Paparon  to  this  of  king  Henry''.  The  whole  ri- 
diculous fcene  was  clofed  by  a  declaration  highly 
flattering  to  the  king,  and  cxprefled  in  terms  of  the 
moft  abjeft  fervility^.  It  directs  that  the  divine 
fervice  in  the  church  of  Ireland  ihall  for  the  future 
be  in  all  things  conformable  to  that  of  the  church 
of  England.  *^  For  it  is  meet  and  very  juft,"  fay 
thefe  reverend  flatterers,  "  that  as  Ireland  hath  by 
^*  Providence  received  a  lord  and  king  from  Eng- 
**  land,  fo  flie  may  receive  from  the  fame  a  better 
**  form  of  living.  For  to  his  royal  grandeur  are 
"  both  the  church  and  realm  of  Ireland  indebted 
**  for  whatever  they  have  hitherto  obtained,  either 
*^  of  the  benefits  of  peace,  or  the  encreafe  of 
"  religion.  Since,  before  his  coming  into  Ireland^ 
*'  evils  of  various  kinds  had  from  old  times  gra- 
"  dually   overfpread   the  nation,    which    by  his 

"  power 
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*'  power   and  goodnefs  are  now  aboli(hed." 

Happy  had  it  been  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
ages,  had  Henry  by  a  few  months  refidence  in 
Ireland  been  really  able,  to  produce  fuch  bleffed 
effefts  !  But  the  adulation  of  thefe  ecclefiaftics  is  a 
fubjeft  too  contemptible  to  dwell  upon. 

There  are  other  afts  of  government  which 
Henry  exercifed  in  Ireland  that  .deferve  more  par- 
ticular  attention.  Matthew  Paris  writes",  that  he 
convened  a  council  at  Lifmore,  in  which  the  laws 
of  England  were  by  all  gratefully  accej)ted  and 
eftablifhed  by  the  faniftion  of  a  folemn  oath. 
Whether  the  hiftorian  hath  miftaken  the  place  of 
affembling,  and  inftead  of  a  fynod  held  under  the 
biihop  of  Lifmore,  hath  fuppofed  another  affembly 
in  the  town  fo  named,  feems  of  little  moment. 
But  the  real  nature  of  this  grant  and  general  ac- 
ceptance of  the  laws  of  England  defervesvto  be 
confidered.  And  to  this  we  fhall  be  naturally  led 
by  a  few  refle<Sions  on  what  hath  been  already 
related,  as  well  as  to  the  true  purport  of  fome 
fubfcquent  tranfaftions. 

We  have  feen  the  princes  and  petty  chieftains 
of  Ireland  fubmitting  to  king  Henry  with  a  rea- 
dinefs  the  lefs  furprifing,  when  we  confidcr  that 
to  them  it  was  not  unufual  to  be  vifited  by  a 
fuperiour  potentate,  who  demanded  a  recognition 
of  his  fovercignty,  obliged  them  to  become  his 
tributaries,  and  to  give  hoftages  for  their  fidelity,, 
and  even  fometimes  to  refign  a  portion  of  their 
territory.  So  that  Henry  demanded  no  more  than 
they  had  frequently  granted  to  ojhbrs'  with  great 
readinefs,    and    generally    with    little    fincerity, 

fcarcely 
»  Math.  Paru.  £d.  WaUs>  p.  126. 
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fcarcely  confidering  the  conccflion  as  diflionourable, 
much  lefs  an  eflential  diminution  of  their  local 
power  and  authority.  Nor  is  there  any  authentic 
evidence  to  prove,  with  whatever  confidence  it 
may  have  been  aflerted,  that  "  the  Irifti  made  no 
"  terms  for  their  own  form  of  government,  but 
'*  wholly  abolifhing  their  own,  they  confente:d  to 
**  receive  the  Englifli  laws,  and  fubmitted  cnjirely 
**  to  the  Engli(h  government*^.'*  It  is  fcarcely 
conceivable  that  a  whole  people  (hould  at  once  be 
either  forced  or  perfuaded  into  fo  extraordinary  a 
revolution ;  unlefs  they,  of  all  the  human  race, 
rude  and  barbarous  as  they  are  reprefented,  were 
alone  exempt  from  ftrong  partialities  in  favour  'of 
their  laws  and  cuftoms.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  a 
politic  and  fagacious  prince  (hould  form  a  fcheme 
in  his  prefent  fituation,  fo  extravagant,  becaufe  of 
all  others  the  moft  dangerous  to  attempt,  and  the 
moft  difficult  to  effedl,  that  of  obtruding  in  a 
moment  an  entire  new  fyftem  of  laws  and  polity 
upon  a  number  of  communities,  none  of  which 
he  had  fubdued.  But  that  no  fuch  defign  was 
either  attempted  or  eifeded  will  appear,  not  only 
from  the  manifold  proofs  which  muft  neceflarily 
be  produced  in  the  progrefs  of  this  hiilory,  but 
from  the  tran factions  already  related.  We  have 
obferved  that  by  an  ordinance  of  the  fynod  of 
Caftiel  it  was  provided,  that  the  clergy  fliould  for 
the  future  be  free  from  all  fecular  exadlions. 
Here  it  is  neccffary  to  produce  this  ordinance  at 
large. 

"  All  the  ecclefiaftical  lands  and  poffeffions 
"  ihall  be  entirely  free  from  every  exadtion  of 
**  fecular  men.     And  efpecially  no  petty  kings  or 

"  lords, 

c  Vid.  Carey's  Anfw,.  to  Molyneaux,  p.  22. 
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"  lords,  or  any  potentates  of  Ireland,  nor  their 
^*  children  or  families,  (hall  for  the  future  exadk 
*'  maintenance  or  entertainment,  according  to 
*^  cuilom,  in  the  ecclefiaftical  territories,  or  pre- 
**  fume  to  extort  them  by  violence.  And  that 
*'  deteftable  entertainment,  which  is  four  times  a 
'*  year  required  by  neighbouring  lords,  ihall  not 
*'  for  the  future  be  demanded  from  the  ecclefiafti- 

**  cal   towns. And  moreover,  in  all    cafes  of 

"  homicide  committed  by  the  laity,  as  often  as 
"  they  (hall  compound  for  the  fame  with  their 
*'  adverfaries,  the  clergy  who  are  their  relations 
**  fhall  pay  npthingon  this  account;  but  as  they 
"  had  no  part  in  the  perpetration  of  the  homicide, 
**  fo  fhall  they  be  free  from  contributing  to  the 
''  fine." 

It  cannot  be  fupp6fed  that  the  execution  of  the 
Irifti  laws  fhould  be  thu&  regulated,  if  thefe  laws 
were  entirely  abolifhed.  If  the  clergy  were  to  be 
exempt  from  Coyne,  Cofhering,  and  other  like 
exactions,  it  is  evident  that  the  petty  kings  and 
lords  were  ftill  to  demand  them  from  others.  If 
the  clergy  were  not  to  contribute  to  the  Eric  in 
cafes  of  murder,  it  follows  that  this  compenfation 
was  ftill  to  be  paid  by  the  laity  ;  and  of  confe- 
quence  that  the  old  Irifli  polity  was  not  only  to 
lubfift,  but  warranted,  fecured,  and  regulated,  in 
an  aflembly  convened  by  the  authority  of  Henry. 
Here  then,  were  there  no  other,  we  have  a  direct 
proof  of  a  regular  compadt  between  this  monarch 
and  the  Irifh  chjeftains.  They  ftipulated  to  be- 
come his  vafTals  and  tributaries.  He  was  to  protect 
them  in  the  adminiftration  of  their  petty  goveilft- 
ments  according  to  their  own  model  :  and  thus  We 
(hall    find  that  their  governments    were  adtually 
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adminiftered. — **  They  governed  .their  peoplp," 
faith  Sir  John  Davies,  *^  by  the  Brehon  law  ;  they 
•*  made  their  own  magiftrates  and  officers ;  they 
^*  pardoned  and  puniflied  ail  malefa<5tors  withia 
^*  their  feverall  countries ;  they  made  warre  and 
**  peace  one  with  another  without  controulment ; 
*'  and  this  they  did  not  onely  during  the  raigne 
**  of  Henry  the  Second,  but  afterwardes  in  all 
^*  times,  even  untill  the  raigne  of  queen  Eliz^-' 
**  beth/'^— Not  originally  by  the  connivance  of 
their  new  fovereign,  or  in  oppofition  to  his  au- 
thority, but  by  his  fandlion  and  allowance,  as 
appears  from  the  ads  of  an  affembly  which  derived 
their  authority  from  his  ratifkation^ 

It  is  in  the  next  place  obfervable,  that  the 
conceffions  of  theJrifti  Iprds  were  uniformly  made 
to  Henry  and  his  heirs.  And  as  England  was  no,w 
confefledly  the  firft  and  capital  miember  of  his 
dominions,  by  his  Heirs  we  muft  underftand  his 
lawful  fucceflbrs  to  the  crown  of  England..  So 
that  the  intention  of  his  treaties  with  the  Irifh 
chieftains  appears  to  be,  that  the  kings  of  England 
fhould  for  ever  become  lords  paramount  of  the 
territories  which  thefe  chieftains  retained,  and 
inlieritours  of  thofe  which  they  abfolutely  refigneJ; 
not  that  Henry  fhould  be  warranted  to  grant  or 
transfer  his  Iri(h  dominions,  or  to  fell  his  Iridi 
yafTals  as  villains  of  the  foil,  but  that  theftipu-*^ 
lated  obedience  fliould  be  paid  to  the  kings  of 
England  in  lawful  fucceffion ;  and  the  territories 
religned  fhould  remain  for  ever  annexed  to  this 
kingdom,  arid  appendent  on  this  dignity.  Or,  to 
exprefs  it  in  the  language  of  the  patent  of  Henry 
the  Third  to  his  fon  Edward%  that   they  fhould 

not 
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not    be  feparated  from    the  Crown,  but  wholly 
retnain  to  the  Kings  of  England  for  ever. 

By  his  tranfadions  both  with  the  natives  and 
the  original  adventurers,  Henry  had  now  acquired 
the  abfolute  dominion  of  fevcral  maritime  cities, 
and  their  dependencies.     The  province  of  Leinfter 
was  claimed  by  Strongbow,  as  the  heir  of  king 
Dermod,  and  he  confented  to  hold  it  of  the  king 
and  his  heirs.     The  acquifitions  in  Meath  appear 
alfo  to  have  been  ceded  to  the  king ;  nor  did  the 
Englifh  acknowledge  any  rightful  fovereign  of  this 
diftrii^  fince  the  death   of  Ma  Laghlin;  fo  that 
Henry  had    now   a  confiderable  territory,  and   a 
number  of  fubjefts  in   the    ifland,  and   had  the 
utmoft  reafon  to  expeft  a  fpecdy  encreafe  of  both. 
And  to  thefe  his  fubjefts,  he  indeed  granted  the 
Englifh  laws,  according  to  the  tcftimony  of  Mat- 
thew Paris,  not  as  a  model  whereby  they  might 
govern   themfelves,  and  frame  their  own  polity; 
for  then  they  h?d  no  need  to  exprefs  their  gratitude 
to  the  king  for-  what  they  might  have   adopted 
themfelves,  if,  by  their  change  of  fituation,  they 
had  loft  the  privileges  of  Englifh  fubjedts  :  neither 
in  this  cafe  was  there  any  propriety  or  ncceffity  for 
an  oath  to  the  king,  whereby  they  were  bound  to 
the  obfervaijce  of  thefe  laws. ,    On    the  contrary, 
it  was  declared  by  this  tranfadtion,  by  their  grateful 
acceptance  of  the  English  laws,  and  their  folemn 
engagen^ents  to  obey  them,  that,  as  they  refigned 
their  Irifh  acquifitions,  and  renewed  their  allegiance 
to  the  king,  he,  on  his  part,  confented  that  they 
fliould  ftill  be  confidered  as   the  fubjefls  of  his 
realm,  and  ftill  retain  the  advantages  of  tha:t  con- 
ftitutioQ  which,  as  fubjeds^  they  formerly  enjoyed, 

and 
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and  which  he  gracioufly  declared  that  they  fhould 
ftill  retain  ki  the  fame  capacity,  without  any  dimi- 
nution of  their  rights,  or  any  change  in  their 
relation  to  the  king.  Hence  the  neceflity  of  a 
new  oath,  whereby  they  were  bound  in  due 
allegiance  to  Henry  and  his  heirs^  and  to  the 
faithful  obfervance  of  the  laws  of  his  realm 
in  their  new  fettlements,  thus  made  a  part  and 
member  of  this  realm,  infeparably  conne<3:ed,  and 
intimately  confolidated  with  it. 

Let  it  ht  fufficient  toftate  thefe  points  briefly 
for  the  prefent,  which,  as  they  frequently  recur, 
muft  be  repeated  and  enforced  in  the  progrefs  of 
this  hiftory.  And  agreeably  to  the  reprefentations 
now  made,  it  appears,  that  foon  after  he  had 
taken  pofleffion  of  Dublin,  and  before  his  depar- 
ture from  this  city"",  Henry  granted  it*  by  charter 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Briftol,  to  be  held  of  him 
arid  his  heirs  with  the  fame  liberties  and  free 
cuftoms  which  they  enjoyed  at  Briftol,  and 
throughout  all  his  land-f.     And  by  another  charter 

executed 

Y  Chart,  in  Arch.  Civ.  Dub. 

•  Ex  Archivis  Civ.  Dub. 

Henricus  rex  Angli^s,  dox  Normanniae  &  Acquitania^  comes 
Andegavia&,  Archiepifcopis,  epifcopis,  abbatibus,  comitibus,  ba- 
ronibus,  jufliciariisy  vice- comitibus  miniftris,  Sc  omnibus  fidelibus 
fuis  Francis,  Anglicis,  Sc  Hiberneniibus,  totius  terrse  fuse  •  falutem. 
Sciatis  pie  dedi/Te  &  concefliffe,  &  prefenti  charta  confirmalTe  homi- 
nibus  meis  de  Bridew,  civitatem  meam  de  Divelin,  ad  inhabitandum. 
Quare  volo  &  firmiter  praecipio-  ut  ipfi  earn  inhabitent  &  teneant 
illam  de  me  &  heredibus  meis  bene  Sc  in  pace  libere  Sc  quiete,  integre 
&  plenarie  &  hon^rifice,  cum  omnibus  libertatibus  &  Hberis  coftme- 
tudinibusy  quas  homines  de  Briilow,  habent  apud  Briftow,  &  per 
totam  terram  meam.  Teftibus  Willo.  de  Braofa,  Regin.  de  Curte- 
ner.  Hug.  de  GjiUdvili.  Willo.  Filio  Andelmi,  Rand,  de  Canvilla. 
Hug.  de  Creiffi.     Reg.  de  Favill.     Apud  Divelin. 

t  £  Manufcriplis  in  Biblioth.  quondam  eplicopi  Sterne. 

Henricus  re^,  &c.  archiepifcopis,  &c.  falutem,  Sciatis  me  con- 
ceffifie  burgeiiraus  meis  de  Divelin  qaod  fint  quiet!  de  Tholonio  & 
Paffegio  et  Pontagio  &  omnibus  confuetudinibus  per  totam  terram 

meam 
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executed  foon  after'',  he  confirms  to  his  burgefles 
of  Dublin  all  manner  of  rights  and  immunities 
thrbughout  his  whole  land  of  England,  Normandy, 
Wales,  and  Ireland,  wherever  they  and  their  efFefts 
fhall  be,  to  be  fully  and  honourably  enjoyed  by 
them  as  his  free  and  faithful  fubjeifts.  And  as  it 
was  not  eafy  to  induce  his  Englifli  fubjedls  imme- 
diately to  fettle  in  thofe  maritime  towns,  he  per- 
mitted the  Oftmen  to  take  pofleffion  of  Waterford*, 
to  whom  he  granted  a  particular  charter  of  deni- 
zation*^, whereby  they  were  idvefted  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  free  fubjedls,  and  for  the 
future  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  this  realm  ; 
which,  by  the  way,  affords  a  convincing  proof  that 
the  benefit  of  thefe  laws  was  confidered  as  a  fpecial 
Vol.  I.  H  grace, 

meam  Angllae  Sf  Norman niae,  Walliae  &  Hibernias,  ubiconqae  vene- 
rint  ipfi  &  res  eorum.  Quare  volo  Sc  firmiter  prxcipio  quod  habeant 
omnes  libertates  Sc  quietancias  8c  liberas  confuetudioes  fuas  pkne  8c 
honorifice  ficut  mei  liberi  8c  fideles  homines^  8c  fint  quieti  de  Tho- 
lonio  8c  Paflado  8c  Pontagio  8c  omni  alia  confuetudine.  Et  prohibeo  ~ 
ne  quis  eos  loper  his  deturbet>  contra  banc  chartam  meam,  Taper 
decern  librarum  forisfadlurara.  TeiUbus,  8cc.  Apud.fandani  Lao- 
din  uni.  ' 

A  MSS.  in  Bibl.  Sterne. 

•  Conftat.  Anno  1 1  Edv.  I.  in  Turr.  Bermingh.  Dublin. 

Edvardus,  Dei  gratia,  rex  Angliae,  dominus  Hibernis»  8c  dux 
Acquitanise,  jufticiario  fuo  Hibernias  8c  omnibus  aliis  ballivis  8c  &- 
delibus  fuis  in  Hibemia  ad  quos  prsefentes  liters  pervenirent,  Salu- 
tem.  Quia  per  infpedtionem  Chartae  domini  Henrici  regis,  filii  Im- 
peratricis  quondam  Domini  Hibernias  proavi  ^noftri,  nobis  conflat 
quod  Ouftmanni  noftri  Waterford  legem  Anglicorum  in  Hibemia 
habere,  &  fecundum  iftamjegem  judicari  ac  deduci  debent ;  vobis 
mandamus^  quod  Gillechrift  Macgillemory,  Willielmum  8c  Johan- 
nem  Macgillemory,  Sc  alios  Outoannos  de  civitate  8c  comitatu 
Waterford,  qui  de  praedidlis  Ooftmannis  praedidi  domini  Henrici 
proavi  nollri  originem  duxerint,  legem  Anglicorum  in  partibus  illis, 
juxu  tenorem  Chartae  pracdidae  habere,  8c  eos  fccundum  ipfam  le- 
gem, quantum  in  nobis  eft,  deduci  faciatis,  donee  aliud  de  couHHo 
noftro  induxerimus  ordinandum.  Telle  meipfo,  apud  Aflon-Burnell. 
quince  die  Odtobris,  Anno  regui  noftri  undecimo. 

'  T  Chart.  Turr,  Bermingh.  1 1  Ed.  L 
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grace,  and  that  they  were  by  no  means  granted  in 
general  to  thofe  who  fubmitted,  much  lefs  ob- 
truded  on  any,  as  the  great  marif  of  conqueft-f*. 

For  the  better  execution  of  the  laws  of  England'', 
it  appears  that  Henry  made  a  divifion  of  the  dif- 
tri<3:8,  now  fubjeft  to  him,  into  {hires  or  counties, 
whidh  was  afterwards  improved  and  enlarged,  as 
the  extcnfion  of  the  Englifli  fcttlementj5,  and  the 
circumftances  of  the  country  required.  Sheriffs 
wire  of  confequencc  appointed  both  for  the 
counties  and  cities,  with  judges  itinerant,  and 
other  minifters  of  juftice,  officers  of  ftate,'  and 
every  appendage  of  Englifh  government  and 
Englifli  law.  Andthefe  inftitutions  feem  to  have 
been  a  part  of  Henry's  firft  compadt  with  the 
adventurers,  and  to  have  immediately  attended  his 
grant  of  their  old  polity  and  privileges  -,  for  in  the 
firft  charter  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  executed 
before  his  departure  from  this  city,  we  find 
mention     of   his    Juftices,    Sheriffs,    and   other 

Officers. 

t  It  appears  from  ieveral  ancient  records,  that  on  the  gradual 
fubmiffion  of  the  Irilh  lords  to  the  crown  of  England,  fome  of  the 
moil  diftinguifhed  ankong  them  were  admitted,  though  with  fome 
reilridions,  to  the  benefit  ^f  Englifh  laws,  as  an  eipecial  grace  and 
favour.  Thus  in  the  archieves  of  Bermingham  Tower,  Ann.  3  Ed, 
II.  there  is  the  following  plea,  which  I  £nd  copied  in  the  Lambeth 
MSS.  M.  No.  617.— «*  Praedidus  Gulielmus  O'Kelly  eft  Hibernicus 
«*  &  non  de  fanguine  aut  progenie  corum  qui  gaudeant  lege  Angli- 
^<  C2Lti9Ly  quoad  bre'via  portanda.  Qui  funt  O'Neale  de  Ultonia, 
♦*  O'Connochur  de  Connaghta,  O'Brien  de  Thotmandia,  O'Ma- 
«*  lachlin  de  Midia,  &  Mac-Morrough  de  Lagenia."  And  in  the 
pleas  of  the  crown  during  this  reijp>  thete  is  repeated  mention  of 
the  fivt  Families,  **  Quinque  fanguines,  qui  gaudent  lege  Angli- 
•*  cana."— It  is  not  afferted  either  in  hiftory  or  in  any  record  that  I 
have  feen;  but  it  feems  probable  that  Henry  the  fecond  fet  the 
example  of  granting  this  efpecial  and  diftinguiftied  privilege  to  the 
moft  ^inent  of  the  Irifh  families,  who  fubmitted  to  him  ;  for  we 
(hall  find  O'Brien  of  Thomond  reminded,  that  by  his  fubmiffion  to 
this  p^^ince,  he  was  admitted  to  the  ftate  and  dignity >f  the  king'* 
bftron. 
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Officers.  To  complete  the  whole  fyftem,  a  chief 
governour,  or  reprefentative  of  the  king,  was 
neccffarily  appointed,  who  Was  to  exercife  the 
royal  authority,  or  fuch  parts  of  it  as  might  be 
committed  to  him,  in  the  king's  abfence ;  and  as 
the  prefenc  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  the  apprehenfions 
of  war  or  infurredlion  made  it  peculiarly  neceflary 
to  guard  again  ft  fudden  accidents,  or  extraordinary 
contingencies,  it  was  provided,  by  what  is  called 
a  Statute  of  Henry  Fitz-Emprefs"",  that  in  cafe  of 
the  death  of  any  chief  governour,  the  chancellor, 
treafurer,  chief-juftices,  and  chief  baron,  keeper 
of  the  rolls,  and  king's  ferjeant  at  law,  ihould  be 
empowered,  with  confent  of  the  nobles  of  the  land, 
to  eleft  a  fucceffor,  who  was  to  exercife  the  full 
power  and  authority  of  this  office,  until  the  royal 
pleafure  ftiould  be  further  known.  Henry  had 
now  the  more  leifure  to  project  fuch  fchemes  of 
gbvernmeiit*',  as  a  remarkably  fevere  and  tempef- 
tuo!|s  winter  prevented  him  from  any  attempts  to 
reduce  thofe  parts  of  Irelan^,  which  had  not  yet 
acknowledged  his  authority. 

The  continual  ftorms  having  put  a  ftop  to  all 
navigation"*,  the  king  had  not  for  a  confidcrable 
time  received  the  leaft  intelligence  from  England 
or  Normandy,  till,  at  length,  on  his  arrival  at 
Wexford,  after  a  refidence  of  three  months  ia 
Dublin,  he  met  couriers,  who  brought  the  moft 
alarming  advices ;  That  two  cardinals,  Albert  and 
Thcodine,  delegated  by  the  pope,  had  arrived  ia 
Normandy  the  year  before,  to  lAike  inquifition 
into  the  death  of  Becket ;  that  waiting  the  arrival 
of  Henry,  until  their  patience  was  exhaufted,  they 
now  fummoned  him  to  appear  withodt  delay,  as 

H  2     .  he 
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he  would  avert  the  dreadful  fentence  of  excommu- 
nication^  and  prefcrve  his  dominions  from  a  general 
interdidl.  Such  denunciations  were  of  too  much 
consequence  to  admit  a  longer  refidence  in  Ireland* 
He  ordered  his  forces,  and  the  officers  of  his 
houfhould,  to  embark  without  delay,*  referving 
three  fhips  for  the  conveyance  of  himfelf  and  his 
immediate  attendants. 

He  was  now  to  leave  a  country  which,  from 
his  firft  appearance,  afforded  him  the  faireft  profpe<9: 
of  fuccefs ;  but  of  which,  a  vej-y  confiderable  part, 
including  all  the  weftern  and  the  northern  quarters 
of  the  ifl^d,  he  had  not  yet  vifited,  much  lefs 
reduced.     He  had    built  no  numrber  of  forts    to 
fecure  the  acquifitions  already  made>  or  to  awe  the 
turbulent  and  fickle  inhabitants ;  and  he  was    to 
leave  carl  Richard  behind,  a  powerful  fubjedt,  to 
flrcngthen  and  encreafe  his  influence  in  a  country 
where  it  was  akeady  formidable,  whofe  conceffions 
were  fuppofed  not  to  have  been  the  effefts  of  duty 
and  attachment,  and  who  waited  but  for  the  abfence 
of  his    royal   maflier    (as  the  jealoufies  of  Henry 
fuggefted)    to  improve   the    advantages   he    had 
acquired,  and  to  aflume  an  independent  fovereignty. 
In  this  .perplexing  fituation,  he  had  but  aiew  days 
to  make  the  neceflary  difpofitions    for  the  fecurity 
of  his  Irifli  intereflis*.     He  addrefled  himfelf  to 
the  original    Engli(h  adventurers,  and  by  grants 
and  proipifes  laboured  to  detach  them  from  Strong- 
bow,  and  bind  them  firmly  to  himfelf,  and  to  his 
fervicc.     To  m#:e  amends  for  what  he  had  taken 
fmm  Fitz-Stephcn,  he  granted  him  a  confiderable 
diftridk  in   the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  to   be 
held  by  knight's-fervicc",  at  the  fame  time  entruft- 

ing 

B  Girald.  Camb.  u  Regamy^OOgle 


Ch.  3-  HENRY        IL         loi 

ing  the  maritime  towns,  with  efjpccial  caution,  to 
his  own  immediate  dependents.  Waterford  was 
committed  to  Humphrey  de  Bohun,  Robert  Fitz- 
Bernard,  and  Hugh  de  Gundville,  with  a  train  of 
twenty  knights.  In  Wexford  were  ftationed 
William  Fitz-Andelm,  Philip  of  Haftings,  and 
Philip  de  Braofa,  with  a  like  number  of  attendants: 
Bcfor^  his  departure  from  Dublin  he  had  promifed, 
and  now  executed,  an  important  grant  to  Hugh 
de  Lacy  of  all  the  territory  of  Meath,  where  there 
was  no  fortified  place,  and  where  of  confequence 
no  particular  refervation  was  neceflary,  to  be  held 
of  him.  and  his  heirs,  by  the  fervice  of  fifty 
knights^,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  it  had  been  en- 
enjoyed  by  Murchard  Hu  Melaghlin,  or  any  other* 
He  alfo  conftituted  this  lord  his  governour  of 
Dublin,  with  a  guard  of  twenty  knights.  Robert 
Fitz-Stephen,  and  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald,  were 
made  his  coadjutors,  with  an  equal  train'';  and 
thefe^  with  others  of  the  firft  adventurers,  under 
the  pretence  of  an  honourable  appointment,  were 
thus  obliged  to  refide  at  Dublin,  fubjcdt  to  tht 
immediate  infpedion  of  de  Lacy,  in  whom  Henry 
ieems  to  have  placed  his  chief  confidence.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  each  city,  lands  were  affigned 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  knights  and  foldiers. 
A  caftle  was  direded  to  be  built  in  Dublin,  and 
fortreffes  in  other  convenidht  places  ;  and  fenfible 
of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  the  valour  and 
adivity  of  private  adventurers,  the  king  readily 
yielded  to  the  requeft  of  John  de  Courcy"",  a  baron 
diftinguiftied  by  his  enterprizing  genius  and  abi- 
lities in  war,  and  granted  him  the  entire  province 
of  Ulfter,  provided  he  could  reduce  it  by  force  of 
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Having  thus  made  his  difpofitions  in  Ireland 
as  efFedtually  as  the  fhort  fpace  of  three  weeks 
could  permit.  Henry  turnted  his  attention  to  more 
preffing,  and  at  prefent  more  important  objeiSs. 
In  granting  large  trads  to  the  moft  enterprizing 
of  his  nobles,  he  purfued  the  fame  meafures  which 
William  the  Conqueror  had  taken  for  extending 
his  territories  on  the  Marches  of  England.  It  was 
a  method  evidently  well  calculated  for  leaking 
conquefts  without  expcnce  to  the  crown,  not  for 
preferving  peace  in  a  country  once  fubdued,  or 
quieting  the  jealoufies  of  an  abfent  prince,  who 
had  learned  fufpicion  from  his  experience  of  man- 
kind. The  misfortunes,  which  Ireland  felt  for 
ages,  may  be  fairly  imputed  to  the  prefent  fatal 
interruption  of  Henry's  progrcfs.  The  folly  and 
the  infolence,  the  injuflice,  bafenefs,  and  ingra- 
titude of  his  avowed  and  fccret  enemies  recalled 
hihi  from  an  engagement  worthy  of  his  abilities'". 
He  embarked  at  Wexford  on  the  feaft  of  Eafter, 
and  landed  at  Pembrokefhire,  where  it  was  the 
firft  care  of  this  prince,  who  lay  under  the  heavy 
difpleafure  of  the  church,  to  march  on  foot  to  the 
Cathedral  of  Saint  David,  and  there  perform  his 
devotions,  with  an  oftentation  of  piety  and  hu- 
mility. Hence  he  paffed  on  with  the  utmoft  fpced, 
and  with  his  eldeft  fon,  whofe  fecret  pradlices 
againft  an  indulgent  fatMer  he  had  but  too  good 
reafons  to  fufpeft,  proceeded  to  meet  the  cardinals 
in  Normandy.  Their  firft  requifitions  were  fo 
haughty  and  exorbitant,  that  Henry  broke  up  the 
aflembly^,  declaring  that  he  would  return  to  Ire- 
land, where  he  had  much  to  do,  and  leave  them 
to  execute  their  legantine  commiffion  as  they 
might.     This  Spirited   anfwer  produced   another 

congrefs, 
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congrefs,  and  another  treaty,  upon  terms  lefs  un- 
reafonable  and  injurious.  And  when  the  articles 
of  accommodation  were  adjufted,  the  king's  fub- 
miffions  accepted,  and  his  abfolution  pronounced. 
Pope  Alexander  readily  confented  to  feal  this 
reconciliation'^,  by  confirming  the  grant  of  Ireland 
made  by  Adrian.  His  brief  recites  the  propriety 
of  allowing  the  juft  ads  of  h^s  predeceubrs,  and 
the  gifts  made  by  the  late  pope  to  Henry,  of  the 
dominion  of  Ireland  :  ratifying  the  fame  with  the 
rcfervation  of  Peter-pence,  and  on  the  former 
condition  of  reforming  the  barbarous  natives,  and 
regulating  their  difordired  church. 
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Dijhqfitions  of  the  Irijh  chieftains. — Marriage  and 
death  of  De  ^iny. — Lacy  confers  with  O'Ruarc. 
— Death  of  O'Ruarc. — Rebellion  of  Henry  s  fons^ 
and  general. infurreBion  againji  the  king. — Strong- 
bow  recalled  from  Ireland. — Revolt  of  the  Irijh 
lords.-^The  kings  forces  dijtrejfed  and  difcon-^ 
tented.'^ Mutual  jealoujies  of  Hervey  and  Ray- 
mond.— Strongbow  chief governour. — ffe  appoints 
Raymond  general. — His  fuccejfes. — He  retires  in 
difcontent. — Expedition  tcf  Munjier. — Defeat  of 
the  OJimen. — Raymond  recalled.^^Tnfurredlion  and 
majfacre  at  Waterford. — Raymond  efpoufes  .  the 
Jifler  of  earl  Strongbow. — \Defolation  of  Meatb 
by  Roderic. — His  retreat. — Limerick  taken. — 
Submijpon  and  treaty  of  Roderic. — Henry  alarmed 

\  by  Mountmorres. — Redmond  commanded  to  attend 
him. — Prepares  to  depart. — Limerick  befeged  by 
O'Brien. — Raymond  prevailed  on  to  march  dgainjl 
him. — His  fuccejfes  inThomondand  Defmond. — 
Death  of  Strongbow. — Perfidy  of  O'Brien.-^ 
Generous  obferyation  of  king  Henry. — CharaSler 
of  Strongbow  by  the  Irijh  annalifisj — and  by  Gi- 
raldus. — Raymond  and  Pitz-Andelm  chief  go^ 
vernours. — Arrival  of  Vivian  the  legate. — Bulls 
of  Adrian  and  Alexander  promulged.—CharaSier 
and  condudl  of  Fitz-Andelm. — Expedition  of  De 
Courcy  into  Vlfier. — His  exploits. — Invafion  of 
Connaught  by  Cogan  unfuccefsful.- — Divifions  of 
the  Irijh  chieftains^ — and  miferable  condition  of 
the  whole  ijland. 


HENRY 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Ch.  4.  HENRY         II.      •     105 

HENRY  at  his  departure^,  as  Davies  juftly 
obferves,  left  not  one  true  fubjeft  behind 
him,  more  than  he  found  on  coming  over.  The 
Iri(h  chieftains  who  had  fubmitted  to  become  his 
vaffals  with  fo  much  levity  and  indifference,  were 
little  folicitous  to  adhere  to  their  fubmiffions  any 
longer  than  terrour  or  neceffity  might  oblige  them. 
But  as  the  impreflion  made  by  the  power  and 
greatnefs  of  their  new  fovereign  was  yet  lively  and 
forcible;  as  their  local  feuds  and  jealoufies  had 
never  been  fufpended;  and  as  the  Englilh  fettlers  had 
not  as  yet  difcovered  any  defign  of  extending  their 
acquifitions,  the  territories  of  the  new  adventurers 
were  for  a  while  unmolefted,  and  feemed  to  wear 
an  appearance  of  fecurity  and  peace.  Strongbpw 
found  himfelf  at  leifure  to  retire  to  Fcrns^,  in  order 
to  folemnize  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with 
Robert  de  Quiny,  one  of  the  nobles  who  bad 
engaged  in  the  Iri(h  war,  whom  he  created  con- 
ftable  and  ftandard-bearer  of  Leinfter*,  with  a 
confiderable  grant  of  lands.  But  Quiny  did  not 
long  enjoy  his  honours  and  eftate  ;  for  the  earl, 
feme  time  after,  being  obliged  to  march  into 
Ofally,  to  exad:  his  tribute  from  a  refraftory  vaflal ; 
his  forces,  on  their  return,  were  attacked  in  the 
rear,  and  the  ftandard-bearer,  with  fome  others, 
fell  in  the  fury  of  the  firft  fudden  aifault. 

Lacy  proceeded,  in  confequence  of  his  late 
grant"",  to  make  fuch  difpofitions  in  Meath  as  might , 
lecure  the  fubjedion  of  this  diftridl.  He  parcelled 
out  his  lands  to  his  friends  and  adherents,  in  order 
to  cftablifti  a  powerful  Englifli  fettlement,  and 
began  to  credt  forts  to  keep  the  old  inhabitants  in 
awe.     In  the  provinces  ceded  to  Henry  or  his  Tub- 
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jeds,  or  afterwards  gained  by  their  arms,  certain 
Irifh  natives,  of  the  moft  diftinguiftied  families, 
were,  by  the  king's  licence  and  command,  fufFerod 
to  refidc  and  enjoy  certain  portions  of  their  old 
poffeffions,  to  pay  tribute  to  the  crown  as  foedaries, 
but  were  not  as  fubjeiSs  gov9tned  by  the  law  of 
England.  Thus  fome  of  the  defcendants  of  the 
family  of  Mac  Murchad  were  for  many  ages  refi- 
dent  in  Leinfter,  as  well  as  fome  inferiour  chiefs, 
who  profeffcd  at  leaft  to  be  tributaries  to  the  king 
of  England,  but  governed  their  different  fepts 
according  to  the  old  native  inftitutions.  This, 
which  is  exprefsly  affirmed  by  Finglas,  in  his 
Breviate  of  Ireland,  appears  evidently  from  the 
tenour  of  hiflory,  and  from  innumerable  public 
records  of  this  kingdom.  In  like  manner,  not- 
withftanding  the  extenfive  grant  of  Meath  to  Hugh 
de  Lacy,  O'Ruarc  of  Breffney  flill  enjoyed  th6 
caflern  part  of  this  province  by  virtue  of  the  ar- 
rangeqients  made  by  Roderic.  And  this  proud 
and  violent  chieftain  c6uld  not  but  regard  the  pre- 
fent  projed:  of  an  extenfive  Englifh  fettlement  in 
Meath  with  an  indignant  jealoufy.  He  found,  or 
fought  fome  occafion  to  complain  of  injuries  done 
to  his  interefls  or  property  by  the  new  fettlers"". 
He  repaired  to  Dublin,  and  demanded  redrefs  from 
Lacy ;  but  the  pretenfions  on  each  fide  being  dif- 
cuffed  witl\out  any  final  agreement,  a  day  was 
appointed  for  another  conference  to  be  held  on  the 
hill  of  Tara'gh.  This  was  agreeable'^ to  the  old 
Irifhcuflom,  of  adjufliog  accidental  differences  by 
a  meeting  of  the  chiefs,  at  a  diflance  from  their 
refpeftive  refidences,  and  on  fome  eminence  where 
they  might  be  mofl  fecure  from  treachery.  The 
Englifh  hiflorians  formally  relate,  that,  the  night 
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before  this  conference,  Griffith,  nephew  to  Maurice 
Fit2^Gerald,  dreamed  that  he  faw  a  number  of 
wild  boars  rujfh  on  Lacy  and  his  uncle,  and  that 
one  more  horrid  than  the  i*ft  would  have  flain  • 
them,  if  he  had  hot  refcued  them  by  killing  the 
monfter :  that,  alarmed  by  this  dream,  he  would 
have  diffuaded  them  from  the  intended  interview ; 
but  that  Lacy  flighted  his  fuperftitious  fears.     It 
indeed  required  no  dream  or  vifion  to  create   fears 
and  fufpicions  on  occafion  of  thefe  parlies,  which  * 
frequently  ended  in  bloodftied,  and  to  which  the 
parties  always  came  prepared  againft  violence  or 
treachery.     The  chiefs  arrived  on  the   place  ap- 
pointed, and,  engagements  being   made  on  each 
fide  to  ^refer^e  peace  and  amity,  they  met,  with 
a  few  attendants,  while  the  refl  of  their  refpediv? 
trains   were  appointed  to  retire   at   due  diftance. 
Griffith  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  poflefled  with  his 
dream,  that  he  chofe  out  fevcn  of  his  affociates  of  , 
diftinguifhed  valour,  whom  he  drew  as  near  to  the 
place  of  interview  as  he  might,  without  fufpicion, 
ready  to  advance,  if  there  Ihould  be  occafion  for 
their  fervice.     In  the  mean  time  they  continped, 
under  the   pretence  of  amufement,    to    ride    in 
tournament  riDund  the  field.     Lacy  and  Fitz-Gerald 
on  one  fide,  and  the  Irifli  chieftain  on  the  other, 
proceeded  in  their  conference  without  any  profped: 
of  accommodation,  'till  O'Ruarc  retiring,   as  it  is 
laid,  under   the  pretencev  of   neceffity,  gave  the 
fignal  to  his  party,  who  rufhed  up  the  hill,  while 
their  leader  returned  with  a  countenance  of  deadly 
wrath  and  fury.     Fit-Gerald  drew  his  fword ;  and 
fcarcely  had  he  called  to  Lacy  to  defend  himfelf, 
when   O'Ruarc    aflailed    him  furioufly  with   his 
battie-ax.   His  interpreter  interpofed^  and  was  flain  5 
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Lacy  was  twice  beaten  to  the  ground,  but  refcued  by 
Fitz-Gerald :  the  Englifli  party  was  at  hand,  and 
foon  repelled  the  aflailants.  O'Ruarc  in  his  retreat 
attempted  to  gain  his  horfe,  but,  as  he  mounted, 
was  killed  by  Griffith.  His  three  equerries  fhared 
the  fame  fate  ;  and  his  whole  train  was  purfued 
with  confiderablc  flaughter.  The  circumftance  of 
the  dream,  .and  the  minutenefs  with  which  this 
tranfadlion  is  related,  might  create  fome  fufpicions 
that  the  Englifti  party  were  not  entirely  clear  from 
being  the  agjgreiTors,  and  that  care  was  taken  to 
frame  their  narrative,  or  at  leaft  to  aggravate  the 
mifcondudl  of  the  Irifh.  However  this  may  be, 
the  ^vent  was  particularly  favourable  to  Lacy,  as 
it  freed  him  from  a  turbulent  and  dangerous  rival. 
O'Ruarc  was  confidered  as  a  traitor  and  rebel,  and 
his  head  ient  into  England  to  the  king. 

Incidents  of  this  kind,  however  plaufibly 
reprefented,  were  by  the  natives  confidered  in  the 
moft  odious  light.  They  warmly  retorted  the 
charge  of  treachery  upon  the  foreigners ;  and  every 
day  produced  complaints  of  their  injuftice,  cruelty, 
and  oppreffion,  wherever  they  had  any  intercourfe 
with  the  native  inhabitants.  In  many  inf^ances 
fuch  complaints  muft  have  been  juft;  for  feveral 
of  the  Englifli  leaders  were  proud,  indigent,  and 
rapacious  :  but  whether  juft  or  no,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  difcovisred  the  enmity  of  the  Irifli, 
they  alfo  ferved  to  confirm  and  enflame  it ;  and 
the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  king  Henry  gav^ 
both  opportunity  and-  encouragement  to  thefe 
proud  and  reftlefs  natives  to  avow  their  animofity. 

The 
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The  fpirit  and  addrefs  which  had  extricated 
him  from  his  controverfy  with  th?  popc'^,  feemed 
to  confirm  his  grandeur  and  felicity.  A  numerous 
progeny  gave  both  luftre  and  authority  to  his 
crown.  The  king's  precaution  in  eftablifliing  the 
feveral  branches  of  his  family  feemed  well  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  all  jealoufies  among  the  brothers, 
and  to  perpetuate  the  greatnefs  of  his  royal  line. 
He  had  ordered  Henry,  his  eldeft  fon,  to  be 
crowned  king,  and  had  appointed  him  fuccelTor 
to  the  kingdom  of  England,  the  dutchy  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  the  counties  of  Anjou,  Maine,  and 
Touraine ;  to  Richard  and  Geoffry  were  affigncd 
their  refpedtive  territories;  and  Ireland  was  pro- 
bably deftined  for  the  appanage  of  John,  his  fourth 
fon,  although  the  king  might  not  as  yet  have 
declared  his  intentions.  He  alfo  negociated  a 
marriage  in  favour  of  this  laft  prince  with  Adelais, 
daughter  of  the  count  of  Savoy  and  Maurienne, 
and  was  to  receive  as  her  dowry  very  confiderablc 
demefnes  in  Piedmont,  Savoy,  Brefle,and  Dauphiny. 
But  this  exaltation  of  his  family  excited  thejealoufy 
and  envy  of  his  neighbours  5  and  thefe  very  fons, 
whofe  fortune  he  was  fo  anxious  to  eftablilh,  were 
made  the  means  of  difturbing  his  government,  and 
embittering  his  future  days.' 

To  cement  his  accommodation  with  the  French 
king,  Henry  had  confented  that  the  ceremony  of 
crowning  l^is  eldeft  fon  fhould  be  repeated,  together 
with  his  confort  Margaret,  a  princefs  of  France^ 
and  allowed  them  to  vifit  their  .  father-in-law  at 
Paris,  who  fought  this  opportui\ity  of  enflaming 
the  ambition  of  young  Henry.  Although  it  had 
been   the  conftant  cuftom  of  France,  ever  fincc 
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the  acceffion  of  the  Capetian  line,  to  crown  the 
fon  during  the  life-time  of  the  father^  without 
,  conferring  on  him  any  prefent  participation  of 
royal  dominion,  yet  Louis  took  pains  to  perfuade 
his  fon-^in-law  that  he  had  now  a  tide  to  real 
fovcreignty,  and  prevailed  on  him  at  his  return  to 
make  a  formal  demand,  that  either  the  crown  of 
England,  or  the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  fhould 
be  immediately  refigned  to  him.  The  eJctrava- 
gant  propofal  was  rejefted ;  the  prince  exprcffcd 
his  difcontent  in  terms  highly  undutiful;  and^ 
returning  clandeftinely  to  Paris,  was  protefted  and 
fupported  by  the  French  monarch. 

In  the  firft  furprize  and'  alarm  at  this  event, 
from  which  king  Henry  expeded  fome  diftreiBng 
circumftances,  he  received  intelligence  of  new 
misfortunes;  Eleanor  his  queen,  provoked  at  the 
infidelities  of  her  huft>and,  feized  this  occafion  of 
interring  her  fons  Richard  .and  GeofFry  in  her 
refentments ;  perfuaded  them  that  they  alfo  were 
intitled  to  prefent  pofTeffion  of  the  territories 
affigned  to  them,  engaged  them  to  fly  fecretly  to 
the  court  of  France,  and  was  herfelf  meditating  an 
efcape  to  the  fame  court,  when  fhewas  arretted  by 
Henry's  order  in  her  difguife  of  man*s  apparel,  and 
confined.  The  combination  of  thefe  princes  againft 
an  indulgent  father  had  been  projected,  and  vjras 
openly  countenanced  by  Louis.  Princes  were  not 
alhamed  to  efpoufe  their  unnatural  qimrrd.  Ba- 
rons, difgufted  by  a  vigilant  government,  were 
more  defirous  of  being  ruled  by  young  princes, 
ignprant  of  public  affairs,  remifs  in  their  condudt, 
and  profufe  in  their  grants ;  and,  as  the  king  hid 
enfured  to  his  fbns  the  fucceflion  to  every  particular 
!  province 
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prorince  in  his  dominions^  the  nobles  had,  no  dread 
oi  adhering  to  thofe  who,  tliey  knew,  muft  fome- 
time  become  their  fovereigns,  Pi-ompted  by  thefc 
motives,  many  of  the  Norman  nobility  had  dcferted 
to  his  fon  Henry,  The  Bi^eton  and  Gafcon  barons 
embraced  the  quarrel  of  Richard  and  GeofFry^ 
The  DifafFe<aion  had  fpread  through  England. 
The  earls  of  Leinfter  and  Chefter,  in  particular, 
declared  openly  againft  the  king.  The  counts  of 
Flanders,  Bologne,  Blois,  and  Eu,  were  prompted 
byjealoufyof  Henry's  greatnefs,  and  the  hopes  of 
advantage  from  the  incohfiderate  promifes  and 
grants  of  an  ambitious  youth,  to  unite  with  the 
king  of  France.  William,  king  of  Scotland,  alfo 
joined  in  the  confederacy ;  fo  that  Henry  now  faw 
the  ftorm  of  war  and  rebellion  rifing  in  every  quar- 
ter of  his  extenfive  dominions.  Although  the 
pope  had  been  prevailed  on  to  denounce  his  cenfure ' 
againft  the  rebellious  princes  and  their  adherents, 
yet  Henry  foon  found  that  his  effedual  refourcc « 
muft  be  in  his  own  a<aivity  and  valour.  He  cm- 
pk)ycd  thofe  treafures  he  had  prudently  referved, 
in  hiring  twenty  thoufand  of  thofe  mercenary 
troops  called  Brabancons,  whofe  profeffion  it  was 
to  fight  for  any  prince  who  would  engage  them. 
At  the  fame  time  he  found  it  neceflary  to  withdraw 
feveral  of  his  garrifons  from  Ireland,  as  well  as 
to  olaim  the  attendance  of  fome  of  his  barons  and 
commanders  in  this  country.  Earl  Richard  flew  to 
his  affiftance  in  Normandy  with  fuch  alacrity  and 
2eal,  that  Henry,  convinced  of  his  attachment, 
cntrufted  him  with  the  government  of  Gifors. 

The  fir  ft  accounts  of  a  powerful  confederacy*^^ 
formed  againft  the  king  of  England,  were  received 
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by  the  Irifh  chieftains  with  the  utmoft  joy ;  and  no 
fooner  had  earl  Richard  and  the  other  Englifti  lords 
departed,  than  they  openly  difavowcd  their  late 
fubmiflions,  and  boldly  denounced  the  vengeance 
of  an  injured  people  againft  the  remains  of  their 
invaders.     The  Englifli  army  was  not  only  weak- 
ened, but  mutinous  and  difcontented.     It  had  been 
entrufted  to  the  command  of  Hervey  of  Mount- 
morres,    to  whom  Raymond  le  Grofs  was  fecond 
in  authority  ;  and  thefe  leaders  were  by  no  means 
united  with  that  firmncfs  and  cordiality  which  their 
common   intereft  required.     Hervey   was  proud, 
impatient  of  a  rival,  and  jealous  of  his  influence  j 
rigid  and  fevere  in  his  difcipline,  he  reftrained  the 
foldiers  from  plundering,    a  liberty   which  they 
claimed  as  in  fome  fort  neceflary  to  fupply   the 
deficiencies  of    their   pay  :   Raymond,    of  more 
concilitating  manners,  more  indulgent  to  the  paf- 
fions  and   neceflities   of  the   foldiery,  for  whofe 
welfare  and  fecurity  he  appeared  eminently  folici- 
tous ;   gentle  to  their  faults,   and  afFeding  rather 
to  appear  their  companion  than  their  commander ; 
neither  delicate  in    his  fare,  nor  curious  in   his 
apparel,  chearfully  fharing  all  the  hardships  of  a 
military  life.     He  was  of  confequence   more  be- 
loved ;  and  the  envy  of  Mountmorres  was  enflamed 
by  his  popularity.     Their  mutual  jealoufies   pre- 
vented  any  efFed:ual  oppofition  to  the  fpirit  ijow 
raifed  among  the  Irifli  princes,  and  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  Englifh  intereft,  had  not  Henry 
been  foon  enabled  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil. 
He  fummoned  earl  Strongbow  to  attend  him    at 
Rouen,  and  communicated  his  intentions  of  com- 
mitting the  affairs  of  Ireland  to  his  fole  dire<aion. 
The  earl  exprefled  the  utmoft  alacrity  to  ferve  his 
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royal  mafter ;  but  obferved,  that  he  had  already 
experienced  the  envy  and  malignity  of  his  fecrct 
enemies,  that,  if  he  (hould  appear  in  fo  diftin- 
guiflied  a  chara<3:er  as  that  of  the  king's  deputy 
in  Ireland,  their  infidious  prajfticcs  would  be 
renewed,  and  his  conduft  mifrcprcfented  and 
maligned.  He  therefore  requefted  that  a  colleague 
might  be  appointed  in  the  commiflion,  and  recom- 
mended Raymond  as  a  perfon  of  approved  loyalty 
and  abilities,  as  well  as  highly  acceptable  to  the 
foldiery.  Henry  replied,  with  an  appearance  of 
regard  and  confidence,  extorted  from  him  by  his 
prefent  circumftances,  that  he  had  his  free  confent 
to  employ  Raymond  in  any  fervicc  he  fhould  deem 
neceflfary,  not  as  a  colleague,  but  an  ailiftant; 
that  he  relied  entirely  on  the  earl,  and  implicitly 
cntrufted  every  thing  to  his  direftion.  To  reward 
his  fervices,  and  enliven  his  zeal,  he  granted  him 
the  town  of  Wexford,  together  with  a  fort  eredted 
at  Wicklow,  and  thus  difmiffed  him  with  the 
moft  gracious  expreffions  of  favour. 

The  earl  landed  at  Dublin,  where  he  was  rer 
ccived  with  the  refped:  due  to  the  royal  commiflion., 
He  fignified  the  king's  pleafure  that  Robert  Fitz- 
Bernard^,  with  the  garrifon  of  Waterford,  (hould 
inftantly  embark,  and  •repair  to  Normandy  *,  and 
that  Robert  Fitz-Stephen,  and  Maurice  de  Pren- 
dergafl:,  (hould  attend  the  fervice  of  their  liege 
lord  in  England ;  and  agreeably  to  the  king's  in- 
ftru<aions  took  on  him  the  cuftody  of  Dublin  and 
Waterford,  as  well  as  of  his  own  city  of  Wexford. 
Hugh  de  Lacy,  and  Milo  de  Cogan,  were,  with 
the  other  lords,  commanded  to  repair  to  England 
for  the  fervice  of  the  king  j  and  while  the  forces. 
Vol.  I.  I  who 
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who  were  to  fupport  the^^overnment  of  earl  Strong- 
bow,  were  thus  confid^rably  weakened,  their  dif- 
contents  were  at  the  fame  time   enflamed  to  the 
utmoft,  and  he  had  the  mortification  to  hear  the 
boldeft  renaonftrances  againft  the  condiidt   of  his 
uncle  Mountmorres.    The  foldicrs  prefented  them- 
felves   in    a    body  before  the  earl,  r^uiring  that 
Raymond  le  Grofs  {hould  be  appointed  to  command 
them"";  if  not,  they  threatened  to  return  to  their  na- 
tive country,  or  to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  Irifli 
chiefs,  who   were  now   in    arms,    and  ready  for 
hoftilities,     Strongbow   was    too  fenfible   of  the 
difficulties  of  his  prefent   fituation  not   to  comply 
with  thefe  demands,  however  infolent,  and  not  only 
to  grant  their  favourite  general,  but  alfo  to  engage 
them  in    fome  expeditions    which   might    afford 
plunder,  as    he  had  improvidently  diffipated   the 
fums  affigned  for  their  pay.     Raymond  was  there- 
fore appointed  to  march  into  Ofally^  to  chaftife  the 
defedtion  of  fome  petty  lords  of  this  diftridt.     He 
over-ran,  and  ravaged  the  country  without  refift- 
ance,  and,  proceeding  with  his  booty  to  Lifmore, 
committed  the  like  depredations  in  this  city  and  the 
adjacent  lands.     On  his  return  by  the  fea-fide,  he 
found  fome  veflels  at  anchor,  which  he  directed  to 
be  laden  with  the  fpoil,  in  order  to  convey  it  to  the 
town  of  Waterford.     The  wind  was  for  fome  time 
contrary,  which   encouraged   the  men   of  Cork, 
who  had  been  acquainted  with  thefe  tranfaftions, 
to  form  the  dcfign  of  deftroying  this  little   fleet  of 
tranfports.     The  neceffities  of  Henry  having  obli- 
ged him  to  withdraw  the  Englifli  garrifon  from  the 
city,  it  had  been  refumed  by  Macarthy  of  Def- 
mond  ',  and  now  the  inhabitants, « to  manifefl  their 
zeal  againft  his  enemies,  haftily  fitted  oiTt  thirty 
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barks,  and  fell  with  the  utmoft  fury  on  the  Eng- 
liih  detachment,  which  had  not  yet  weighed  an- 
chor. Their  aflault,  however  fudden  and  unex- 
pected, was  fuftained  with  due  fpirit ;  and  the 
death  of  their  commander,  who  fell  by  the  arm  of 
a  gallant  Welfhman,  foon  decided  the  conteft  in 
favour  of  the  Englifh.  They  took  eight  veflels 
from  the  enemy,  and  failed  in  triumph  to  the 
place  of  deftination.  Raymond  had  been  inform- 
ed of  this  adlion,  and  was  haftcning  to  the  fup- 
port  of  his  party  yith  a  feledl  body  of  twenty 
knights  and  fixty  horfemen,  when  he  fuddenly 
found  himfelf  encountered  by  the  prince  of  Def- 
mond,  who  on  his  part  was  equally  folicitous  to  ^ 
fupport  his  vaflals  of  Cork.  The  Irifh  chief, 
however,  was  foon  obliged  to  retire ;  and  Raymond, 
after  fome  inconfiderable  attempts  to  difturb  him 
in  his  march,  and  to  feize  his  prey,  entered  Wa- 
terford  in  all  the  pomp  of  a  vidlo^ous  general. 

Trivial  as  thefe  adtions  were^  they  confirmed 
the  opinion  which  the  foldiery  had  conceived  of 
their  new  general,  ferved  to  fupply  their  preftnt 
neceflities,  and  feemed  the  prelude  to  more  impor- 
tant fuccefles.  Raymond  hinifelf  appears  to  have 
entertained  no  indifferent  opinion  of  his  own 
fervices.  He  was  now  in  the  very  height  of  popu- 
larity, and  determined  to  avail  himfelf  of  this 
advantage"" .  He  had  conceived  a  paffion  for  Bafilia, 
fitter  to  earl  P.ichard,  ;ind  took  the  prefent  occafion  , 
to  deriiand  her  in  marriage,  together  with  the  poft 
of  conftable,  and  ilandard-bearer  of  Leinfter, 
during  the  'minority  of  a  daughter  of  Robert  de 
Quiny,  the  late^  fon-in-law  of  Strongbow.  The 
carl,  probably  from  a  jealoufy  of  the  rifing  power 
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and  influence  of  this  lord,  received  his  overture 
with  a  coldnefs  and  referve  which  fufficiently  ex- 
preffed  his  difapprobation*  Hay  mend,  provoked 
and  mortified^  retired  abruptly  into  Wales,  under 
pretence  of  taking  pofleffion  of  fome  lands  de- 
volyed'to  him  by  the  death  of  his  father,  and  the 
army  was  once  again  entrufted  to  the  command  of 
Hcrvey  of  Mountmorres. 

Hervey  wa?   but  too  fenfible  how  much  bis 
own  charader  had  been  obfcured  by  the  fuperiour 
luftre  of  his  rival'',  and  now  determined  to  engage 
in  fome  brave  enterprise,  which  might  regain  him 
the  afFeftions  of  the  foldiery,  and  emulate  the  fuc- 
cefles  of  le  Grofs.     He  reprefented  to  earl  Strong- 
bow  the  neceflity  of  fpeedily  repreffing  that  fpirit 
of  revolt    and   infurredlion  which   had  appeared 
among  the  Irifti  princes  3  and  as   the  difpofitions 
lately  made  in  Meath  feemed  to  have  ^ftabliflied 
an  effedtual  barrier  againft  the  king  of  Connaught, 
he  advifed  him  to  bend  his  whole  force  againft  the 
infurgents  of  Munfter,    and    by   chaftifing  their 
revolt,  and  reducing   them  to  diie  obedience,  to 
ftrike  terrour  into  thofe  who  were  equally   difaf- 
feded,  but  had  not  yet  dared  to  commence  hofti- 
lities.     The  carl,  whofe  genius  was  better  fitted  to 
adopt  and  execute,  than  to  form  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions, readily  yielded  to  thefe  inftances,  and,  in 
conjunftion  with  Mountmorres,  led  a  confiderable 
body  of  forces  to  the  City  of  Ca{hel.     When  their 
troops  had  been  here  reviewed,  and  information 
received  of  the  pofture  and  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
Hervey  prevailed  upon  him,  in  order  to  give  their 
armament  a  more  brilliant  and  formidable  appear- 
'ance,    to  difpatch  his  orders   to   Dublin,  that  a 
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confiderable  party  of  the  garrifon,  confiAing  of 
Oftmen,  who  had  engaged  in  the  fcrvice  of  the 
Englifli^i  (hould,  without  delay,  join  their  main 
body.  As  thi$  detachment  advanced,  the  fame  of 
its  motions  fpread  through  the  country,  and  wa? 
conveyed  into  the  quarters  of  th?  enemies.  O'Brien 
of  Ihomond,  ayaliaht  and  fagacious  chieftain,  and 
implacably  averfe  to  theEnglifh  interefts,  conceived 
the  defign  of  ^cutting  off  this  body,  as  the  moft 
efFedual  means  of  weakening  and  difpiritiog  thg 
enemy.  He  fufFered  the  Oftmen  to  advance  as. 
far  as  to  Thurles,  and  there  to  encamp  in  a  ftate 
ofcarelefs  fecurity",  when  falling  fi^ddenly  upon 
them,  he  wreaked  his  fury  upon  men  utterly 
unprepared  for  defence.  Four  hundred  of  the 
detachment,  together  with  their  four  principal 
commanders,  were  flaughtcred  upon  the  field i 
and,  to  complete  the  triumph  of  O'Brien,  earl 
Richard,  on  receiving  the  intelligence  of  this 
misfortune,  retired  with  all  the  precipitation  of  a 
Tonted  general,  and  threw  himfclf  for  fafety  into 
Waterford, 

This  difgrace  of  the  Englifh  arms,  which  was 
magnified  by  fame  into  a  decifive  viftory  obtained 
over  Strongbow  and  his  united  powers*,  ferved  ay 
a  fignal  to  the  difafFedted  Irifli  to  rife  up  in  arms# 
Several  of  the  Leinfter  chieftains,  who  had  lately 

madic 
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•  The  Irifti  annalifts  affure  us,  that,  on  the  report  of  Strongbow's 
inarch  into  Munfter,  Rodcric  advanced  with  an  army  into  Ormand, 
in  order  to  oppofc  him  ;  that  the  news  of  his  approach  determined 
the  Englifh  leaders  to  fend  to  Pubiin  for  a  reinforcement ;  that,  this 
reinforcement  arriving  fafc,  Strongbow  led  his  powers  ta  the  plain 
of  Durlas ;  that  he  here  engaged  O'Brien  and  Dal-cais,  the  army 
of  Jer-C^nnaught,  and  the  invincible  army  of  Gil;Muiredhy,  under 
the  command  of  Connor  Moenmoy,  fon  of  Roderic',  and  was  defeated 
vith  the  lofs  of  feven  hundred  (or  feventeen  hundred)  men.  Ann, 
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made  their  fubmiflions,  and  bound  themfelves  to 
the  fervice  of  King  Henry,  openly  difclaimed  all 
their  engagements.  Even  Donald  Kevanagh,  fon 
of  the  late  king  Dermod,  who  had  hitherto  adhered 
to  the  Englifh  even  in  their  utmoft  Diifficulties, 
now  declared  againft  them,  and  aflerted  a  title  to 
the  kingdom  of  Leinfter ;  while  Roderic,  on  his 
part,  was  adive  in  uniting  the  princes  of  Ulfter^, 
the  native  lords  of  Meath,  and  othe^chiefs,  agaiiift 
their  common  enemy. 

Strongbow   was    well   acquainted  with   the 
ficklenefs  of  the  IrifliJ";  and  juftly  fenfible  of  the 
confequences  of  being  reduced  to  adr  on  the  de- 
fenfive,   inftead   of  feeking  his  enemies  in  their 
own  territories ''.     He  had  alfo  reafon  to  apprehend 
a  revival  of  difcontent  and  mutiny  amongft  his 
own   foldiers.     He,  therefore,  without  the    leaft 
hefitation  or   delay,    fent  into  Wales°,  eafneftly 
entreating  Raymond  to  return  with  fuch  forces  as 
he  could  procure,  and  freely  offering  to  gratify 
him  in  all  his  late  demands.     Nothing  could  be 
more  flattering  to  Raymond   than  this  application. 
He  was  called  to  relieve  his  countrymen  from  the 
diftrefs  in  which   they  had  been  involved  by  his 
rival;    he  was    acknowledged  to   be  their  great 
refourcc  in  all   alarming  circumftances ;  and  the 
earl,  who  had  proudly  refufcd  to  grant  him   his 
fifl:er  in  marriage,  was  now  reduced  to  court  him 
to  accept  her   hand.     He  made  his  preparations 
with  all  the  fpeed  and  alacrity  of  a  man  prompted 
by  the  powerful  motives  of  love,  pride,  and  ambi- 
tion; and  collefting   thirty  leaders  of   his    own 
kindred,  one  hundred  horfemen,  and  three  hun- 
dred archers,  all  hardy  and  well-appointed  Welsh- 
men, 
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men,  embarked  in  twenty  tranfports,  and  fleered 
his  courfe  to  Waterford. 

If  we  may  believe  Giraldus,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  critically  feafonable  than,  his  arrivah 
The  Townfmen,  naturally  averfe'to  the  EngliOi 
invaders,  provoked  by   their  .rigorous  oppreflions,- 
and  encouraged  by  their  prefent  weaknefs  and   ap- 
parent dillrefs,  are  faid  to  have  formed  the  defperatc 
purpofe  of  freeing  themfelves  from  their  mafters 
by  a  general  maflacre ;   but,  at  the  very  moment 
of  execution,    Raymond's    fleet  appeared  in   the 
harbour,  and   fufpended   the  attempt.     Whether' 
they  wfere  eitlK;t-bold  enough,  or  flrong  enough  to 
have  really  formed  fuch  a  fchcme  againfl:  a  confi- 
derable,  and  to  them  a  formidable  army,  certain  it 
is  that  they  entertaine<^  a  malignant  averfion  againft 
the  Englifh,  and  waited   but  a   fair  occafion    to 
difcoverit,  as  was  foon  experienced.     At  the  iirft 
interview   betweep  Raymond  and  earl  RicTiard,  it 
was  agreed  to  march   without  delay  to    Wexford, 
probably  to   give  fome   check  to    the    fpirit    of 
rebellion,  which  had  appeared  in  Leinfter.     The 
garrifon   left   at   Waterford,  little   fufpe(3:ing  any 
violence  or  treachery  within  the  walls,  adled  with 
the  confidence  of  men  furrounded  with  their  friends 
and  adherents,  and  thus  favoured  the   defigns   of 
their  fecret   enemies.     Their  commander,  croffing 
the  Sure  in  a  fmall  bark,  was,  with    his   few    at- 
tendants,   murdered    by    the   mariners  ;    and   no 
foQ|ier  had  the  news  of  this  maifacre  reached  the 
town,  than  all  the    Englifh,  who  could  be  found 
'unarmed,  were  fuddenly  aflailed,  and  flaughtered 
without    diftindtion   of    age,    fex,    or   condition. 
Thofe  of  the   garrifon,   who  had   opportunity  to 

take 
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take  arms,  joined  their  afibciates  in  the  citadel^ 
called  Reginald's  Tower,  and  there  not  only  de- 
fended themfelves,  but  annoyed  their  befiegers 
with  fuch  fpirit  and  addrefs,  as  at  length  drove 
them  from  the  city,  and  reduced  them  to  fue  for 
peace  with  the  moft  abjeft  fubmiffiori.  They 
gloffed  over  their  late  barbarity  by  fuch  preten- 
ces as  they  could  invent,  and  gladly  complied 
with  the  moft  rigorous  terms  of  accommodation 
that  could  be  propof$d«  ' 

WEXFORD,  in  the  meian  time,  was  a  fcene  of 
joy  and  feftivity.  Bafilia,  fifter  of  earl  Strongbow, 
hm  arrived  thither  with  a  magnificent  train  from 
Dublin,  and  was  folemnly  cfpoufed  by  Raymond, 
who  received  a  large  portion  of  lands  as  her  dowry, 
and  was  inverted  with  the  office  of  conftable,  and 
ftandard -bearer  of  Leinfter.  '  But,  even  in  the 
midft  of  the  nuptial  rites,  intelligence  arrived,  that 
Roderic,  at  the  head^f  a  large  confederate  army, 
had  fuddenly  pafled  the  Shannon,  entered  the  ter- 
ritory of  Meath,  where  Hugh  Tyrrel  commanded 
in  the  abfence  of  Lacy,  expelled  the  Englifti  co- 
lonifts,  laid  their  fettlemcnts  wafte,  obliged  Tyrrel 
to  abandon  the  forts  lately  eredled,  and  burned 
them  to  the  ground  ;  fo  that  the  fury  of  his  incur- 
jion  had  been  felt  even  to  the  walls,  of  Dublin. 
The  occdfion  was  too  preffing  to  admit  of  the 
leaft  delay  ^  fo  that  the  very  morning  after  the 
celebration  of  his  nuptials,  the  bridegroom  was 
obliged  to  put  on  his  armour.  He  led  his  troops 
to  Dublin,  determined  to  feek  thefe  invaders ;  but 
the  Irifh  chieftains,  acftuated  by  fudden  and  tran- 
fient  impreffions  of  paflion,  rather  than  any  rea- 
fonabje   and  fettled  principle  of  duty  pr  public 

fpirit. 
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fpirit,  were  contented  with  the  devaftation  com- 
mitted in  Meathy  and  by  no  means  inclined  to 
continue  their  hoftilities.  Roderic,  the  leader  of 
this  undetermined,  ungoverned,  and  ill-united 
body,  found  hinyfelf  obliged  to  retreat  into  his  own 
province,  and  leave  the  enemy  to  repair  the  havock 
he  had  made.  The  earl  and  Raymond  arrived 
time  enough  to  precipitate  the  flight  of  fome  of 
the  Irifh  parties,  by  falling  on  their  rear,  and  killing 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  fettlements  in  Meatb 
were  rc-eftablifhed^ ;  and  Tyrrcl  had  the  charge 
of  rebuilding  thofe  forts  which  the  Irifli  had  dc- 
ftroyed. 

This  fuccefs,  together  with  the^  death  of 
Donald  Kevanagh,  who  had  been  killqd  in  an 
engagement  with  a  party  of  his  countrymen  in  the 
Englifti  fervice,  awed  the  fpirit  of  difafFedlion  in 
Lcinfter,  and  cftablifhed  an  appearance  of  order 
and  tranquillity  through  the  Englifh  territories, 
fo  as  to  leave  earl  Richard  at  leifure  to  advert  to 
the  affairs  of  Munfter,  and  to  take  meafures  for 
reducing  the  prince  of  Thomond^,  who  poflefled 
himfelf  of  Limerick,  and  continued  to  bid  defiance 
to  the  Englifti  power.  The  fiege  of  Limerkk  was* 
undertaken  by  Raymond,  who,  with  a  chofen 
body  of  about  fix  hundred,  marched  againft  the 
revolted  chieftain.  They  arrived  without  oppo- 
fition  at  the  banks  of  the  Shannon,  which  fur- 
rounds  this  city;  but  here  found  the  bridges 
broken,  and  their  further  approaches  flopped  by 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream.  Two  of  their  boldeft 
knights  adventured  to  pafs  where  they  conceived 
the  river  to  be  fordable,  and  with  fuccefs ;  but, 
returning  to  encourage  and  condudl  their  afTociates, 
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one  of  them  was  drowned.  A  third  pafled  fafely, 
but  found  himfelf  unfupported,  and  expofed  to  the 
enemy ;  till  Raymond,  advancing  from  the  rear, 
fpurred  boldly  through  the  river ;  and  his  forces, 
tnus  encouraged,  fdlowed  their  leader  without 
further  hefitation,  and  gained  the  oppofite  bank, 
with  the  lofs  of  two  only  of  their  body.  The 
,  e^nemy,  who  were  pouring  down  to  oppofe  their 
.paflage,  flopped  with  aftonifliment  at  this  intre- 
pidity, and  fled  at  once  without  ftriking  a  blow. 
They  we;-e  purfued  by  the  Englifti  with  confider- 
able  flaughter,  who  thus  became  matters  of  the 
city  without  refiftan'ce.  The  foldiers  were  enriched 
by  plunder,  and  the  reputation  of  their  favourite 
^general  was  encreafed  by  this  bold  and  fuccefsful 
adventure. 

In  the  mean  time,  Roderic,  convinced  by 
repeated  experience  of  the  inftability  and  perfidy 
of  his  fubordinate  chieftains,  and  the  inefFedive 
nature  of  a  vaflal  army,  defpaired  of  contending 
any  longer,  and  determined  to  fave  his  own  pro- 
vince at  leaft  from  the  depredations  of  an  iacenfed 
and  vidorious  enemy,  by  a.fubmiifion.  Yet,  not 
tmconfcious  of  his  dignity,  he  declined  all  appli- 
cation to  earl  ^trongbow,  and  determined  .to  treat 
immediately  with  the  king  of  England.  This 
monarch  had,  by  the  moft  extraordinary  exertion 
of  vigour  and  abilities,  happily  eluded  all  the 
attempts  of  his  enemies  on  the  continent.  His 
Englifh  rebels  were  fubdued,  his  fons  had  fubmitted, 
the  king  of  Scots  had  been  defeated,  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  obliged  to  purchafe  his  liberty  at  the 
expence  o^  the  ancient  iiidependency  of  his  crown; 
and  Henry,  now  feated  peaceably  in  England,  was 
forming  fchemesof  legiflation  for  improving,  and 
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perpetuating  the  welfare  of  his  kingdom,  when 
he  was  attended  at  Windfor  by  three  deputies  of 
Roderic,  Catholicus,  archbiftiop  of  Tuam^  the 
abbot  of  faint  Brandan,  and  mailer  Lawrence,  and 
he  is  ityled,  chancellor  to  the  king  of  Connaught. 

The  term^  of  accommodation  are  ftill  extant^, 
and  fliew  what  were  Henry's  ideas  of  a  conqueft, 
and  what  kind  of  dominion  he  efteemed  fufficient 
to  denominate  him  lord  of  Ireland.  , 

Rodi:ric,  on  his  part,  confented  to  do  homage, 
and  pay    tribute,  as    liege-man     to    the  king  of 
England  ;  on  which  conditions  he  was   allowed  to 
hold  the  kingdom   of  Connaught,  as  well  as  his 
other  lands  and  fovereignties  in  as  ample  a  manner 
as  he  had  enjoyed  them  before  the  arrival  of  Henry 
in  Ireland.     His  vaflals  were  to  hold  under  him  in 
peace^,  as  long  as  they  paid  their  tribute,  and  con- 
tinued faithful  to  the  king  of  England ;  in  which 
Roderic  was  to  enforce  their   due  obwiience,  and 
for  this  purpofe  to  call  to  his  affiftance  the  Englifli 
government,  if  neceflary.     The  annual  tribute  to 
be  paid  was   every  tenth  merchantable    hide,  as 
V7ell  from  Connaught  as    the  reft  of  the  ifland, 
excepting  thofc  parts  under  the  immediate  domi- 
nion of  the   king   of    England   and   his  barons^ 
Dublin  with  its  appurtenances,   Meath  with  all 
Its  appurtenances,  Wexfprd  and   all  Leinfter,  and 
Waterford  with  its  lands,  as  far  as  to  Dungarvan 
inclufive ;  in  all  which  diftrids,  Roderic  was  not 
to  interfere,  nor  claim  any  power  or    authority. 
The  Irifh,  who  had  fled  from  hence,  were  to  re- 
turn, and  either  to  pay  their  tribute,  or  to  perform 
the    fer vices   required    by   their  tenures,    at    the 

option 
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option  of  their  immediate  lorda^  and  if  refradlory, 
Roderic,  at  the  requifition  of  their  lords,  was  to 
compel  them  to  return.  He  was  to  take  hoftages 
from  his  vaffals,  fuch  as  he  and  his  liege  lord  fhould 
think  proper;  and  on  his  part  to  deliver  either  thefe 
or  others  to  his  lord,  as  Henry  (hould  appoint.  His 
vaffals  were  to  furni(h  hawks  and  hounds  annually 
to  the  Englifh  monarch,  and  were  not  to  detain 
any  tenant  of  his  injmediate  demefnes  in  Ireland, 
contrary  to  his  royal  plcafure  and  command*.  / 

This  treaty  was  folemnly  ratified  in  a  grand 
council  of  prelates  and  temporal  barons'",  among 
whom  we  find  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin  one  of 
the  fubfcribing  witneffes.  As  metropolitan  of 
Leinfter,  he  was  now  become  an  Englifh  fubjed:, 
and  was  probably  iummoncd  upon  this  occafion 
as  one  obliged  to  attend^  and  who  had  a  right  to 
aflift  in  the  king's  great  council.  It  is  alfo  obfer- 
vable  that  Henry  now  treated  with  Roderic  not 
merely  as  a  provincial  prince,  but  as  monarch  of 
Ireland.  Tnis  is  evidently  implied  and'  fuppofed 
in  the  articles ;  although  his  monarchial  powers 
and  privileges  were  little  more  than  nominal, 
frequently  difregarded,  and  oppofed  by  the  Irifti 
toparchs.  Even  by  their  fubmifSons  to  Henry 
many  of  them  renounced  and  difavowed  the  fove- 
jreignty  qf  Roderic,  in    effedl.     But  now   bis  -f 

fupremacy 

•  At  the  fame  time  that  this  treaty  was  concluded,  Henry,   a5  a 

piark  of  his  fovercignfty,  inveftcd  Auguflin,  an  Irifh  ecckfiaftic,  with 

the  bifhoprickoi  Waterford,  then  vacant^  and  direded  him  to  b^ 

confecrated  by  the  archbifhops  of  Dublin  and  Calhel.  Hoved.  ISrompt. 

K  Hoveden. 

t  This  is  the  idea  which  the  Irilh  entertained  oY  this  treaty,  as 
j^ppears  from  the  following  extra6l  from  their  annals. 

**  An.   1 175.     Catholicus  O'Dubhy  came  out  of  England  from 

the  emprefs's  Ion  j  with  the  peace  of  Ireland  and  the  royal  fovcreignty 

of  jail  Ireland  to  Ror^  O'Connor,  and  his  own  Coigedh  (})rovince) 

*'^  each  provincial  king  in  Ireland,  and  their  rents  to  Rory.*'     Ann. 

^n,  MS.  ,  ,  • 
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fuprcmacy  feems  to  be  induftrioufly  acknowledged, 
that  the  prefent  fubmiflion  might  appear  virtually 
the  fubmiflion  of  all  the  fubordinate  princes,  fo 
as  to  invert:  Henry  with  the  complete  Sovereignty 
of  the  whole  ifland.  But  the  marks  of  this  fove- 
reigoty  were  no  more  than  homage  and  tribute ; 
in  every  other  particular  the  regal  rights  of  Roderic 
arc  left  inviolate.  The  Englifli  laws  and  govern- 
ment (as  hath  been  already  obferved)  were  evi- 
dendy  to  be  enforced  only  in  the  Englifti  pale ; 
and  even  within  this  diftrift  the  Irifli  tenant  might 
live  in  peace,  as  the  fubjedk  of  the  Irifli  monarch, 
bound  only  to  pay  his  quota  of  tribute,  and  not 
to  take  arms  againft  the  king  of  England. 

This  fubmiflion  of  Rederic,  and  his  folemn 
recognition  of  Henry's,  fovercignty,  promifed  addi- 
tional ftrcngth  to  the  Englifli  interefl:  in  Ireland. 
But  the  jealoufy  and  fufpicions  which  the  king  \ 
was  ever  ready  to  conceive  of  his  barpns  in  this 
kingdom,  once  more  threatened  to  embarrafs  and 
diftrefs  them.  Hervey  of  Mountmorrcs,  by  marry- 
ing the  Daughter  of  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald,  and 
coufin-gcrman  of  Raymond,  feemed  to  have  formed 
a  ftrider  and  more  friendly  conneiSion  with  this 
lord.  *  A  daughter  of  Strongbow  was  alfo  given 
in  marriage  to  a  youth  of  the  houfe  of  Fitz-Gerald'. 
Maurice  himfelf  had  lately  returned  from  Wales, 
and  was  indulged  with  a  grant  of  Wicklow-cafl:le, 
added  to  a  diflrid  which  Henry  had  already  given 
him  in  Ofally.     Other  leaders   of  reputation  were 

rewarded 

•  Giraldus  makes  thcfon  of  William  Fitz-Gerald  marry  the  carPs 
daughter  by  the  princefs  of  Leiniler,  an  infant  of  about  four  years 
old.  But  all  hidoriansy  and  authentic  recorda,  agree,  that  this 
yottng  iady  (the  only  child  which  Strongbow  left  by  Eva)  was,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  married  to  William  earl  Marfhal. 
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rewarded  by  valuable  pofleffions ;  fo  that  the  Eng- 
li{h  lords  feemed  to  be  united  more  firmly  than 
ever,  and  all  nearly  interefted  in  extending  and 
fecurihg  their  fettlements.  But  Giraldus  aflbres 
us  that  the  envy  and  difcontent  of  Hervey  ftill 
rankled  in  his  breaft ;  that  he  purpofedly  fought 
an  alliance  with  the  daughter  of  Fitz- Gerald,  to 
infinuate  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  Raymond, 
and  watch  the  motions  and  defigns  of  his  old  rival. 
Whether  he  had  really  obferved  any  thing  alarm- 
ing in  hiscondudt,  or  whether  malice  and  jealoufy 
had  invented  matters  of  complaint  againft  him, 
his  emiffaries  were  fecretly  difpatchfed  to  Henry, 
by  whom  he  made  the  moft  unfavourable  repre- 
fentations  of  Raymond's  condudt.  They  affured 
the  king,  that  this  lord  evidently  afpired  to  an 
independent  fovereignty  in  Ireland  ;  that  for  this 
purpofe  he  had  praftifed  all  the  arts  of  fa(ftious 
popularity  with  too  great  fuccefs,  and  was  no 
longer  folicitous  to  conceal  his  difloyal  fchemes ; 
that  he  had  fecured  Limerickto  himfelf,  and  in 
this  and  other  cities  had  ftatiohed  garrifons  devoted 
to  his  fervice,  and  fworn  fecretly  to  fifpport  his 
defigns  ;  that  the  infection  had  fpread  through  the 
whole  army,  which  waited  iiut  the  command  of 
Raymond  to  engage  in  any  enterprize,  however 
repugnant  to  the  intereft  and  authority  of  their 
prince.  Such  rcprefentations,  urged  with  a  plau- 
fible  appearance,  and  fair  profeflion  of  loyalty,  by 
a  baron  of  diftinguifhed  character  and  particular 
credit  with  the  king,  and  countenanced  by  the  late 
tumultuous  declarations  of  the  army  in  favour  of 
Raymond,  made  the  intended  impreflion  upon  a 
prince  who  had  ever  dreaded  this  confequencc  from 
the  encreafing  power  and  fuccefs  of  the  adventurers 
i^  in 
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in  Ireland.  Four  commiffioners  were  immediately 
difpatched  to  Dublin ;  Robert  de  Poer,  Ofbert  of 
Hereford,  William  Bendeger,  and  Adam  of  Ger- 
meny,  two  of  whom  were  to  conduct  Raymond 
to  the  king,  and  two  to  remain  in  order  to  infped: 
the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  to  watch  the  condudl 
of  Strongbow,  and  to  learn  the  difpofitions  of  the 
other  lords. 

The  commiffioners    were  received    with    due 
refped:''.     Raymond,  who  faw  the    machinations 
of  his  fecret  enemy,  declared  his  readinefs  to  obey 
the  pleafure  of  his  liege  lord,  and  prepared  for  his 
departure  ;  but    was  for  fome  time  detained  by 
contrary  winds.     In  this  interval,  intelligence  ar- 
rives that  O'Brien  of  Thomond,  the  vigorous  and 
formidable  enemy  of  the  Englifli  power,  had  laid 
fiege  to  Limerick ;  that  the  garrifon  ftationed  there 
under    the  command  of  Meyler  of  Saint  David's 
had  exhaufted  their  proviiions,  were  cut  off  from 
all  further  fupplies,    and  muft   inevitably  perifh 
either  by  famine,  or  the  fword  of  an  implacable 
enemy,  if  not  immediately  relieved.     This  intel- 
ligence was  the  more  diftreffing  to  earl  Strongbow, 
as  he  himfelf  laboured  under  great  bodily  infirmity, 
and  was  to  be  deprived  of  a  commander  on  whom 
he  had  the  -greateft  reliance  in  this  critical  emer- 
gency.    He,  however,  muftered    hi&»  forced,  and 
,  prepared  for  the  relief  of  Limerick   with   all   the 
alacrity  in  his  power,  when  the  foldiers  once  more 
clamoured   for  Raymond,    infolently  refufing    to 
march  againft  O'Brien,  unlefs  their  favourite  gene- 
ral were  to  command.     The  king's  commiffioners 
were  confulted,  and  readily  agreed  that  they  fhould 
delay  their  departure,  and  that  Raymond  fhould 

undertake* 
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undertake  the  condudt  of  this  expedition.  The 
utmoft  reludtance  was  affe(fted  on  his  part ;  he  was 
folicited  and  entreated  both  by  the  carl  and  the 
commiilioners ;  and  at  length  yielded^  with  conf* 
cious  triumph  over  his  malignant  enemy. 

His  forces  were  compofedof  fourfcoreknights% 
two  hundred  cavalry,  and  three  hundred  archersi 
together  with  the  Iri(h  troops  of  Kenfelagh  and 
Oflbry,  whofe  chieftains  united  with  the  Englifli 
on  this  occafion,  from  a  violent  perfonal  hatred  and 
jealoufy  of  O'Brien.  As  he  advanced  to  Munfter, 
he  was  informed  that  the  prince  of  Thomond  had 
abandoned  the  fiege  of  Limerick,  and  leading  his 
forces  to  Cafliel,  had  ftrongly  entrenched  himfelf 
in  a  defile,  through  which  the  Englifli  were  to 
pafs,  and  there  waited  their  approach.  He  was 
foon  witnefs  of  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  and 
faw  himfelf  oppofed  by  no  inconfiderable  army, 
ported  to  advantage  behind  their  works.  He 
difpofed  his  troops,  and  prepared  for  the  aflault. 
His  Irifh  forces  were  ftruck  with  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy,  and  began  to  fufpedl  the  refolution 
of  their  allies,  who  marched  to  adlion,  not  vrith 
the  violence  and  tumult  to  which  they  had  been 
accuftomed,  but  with  the  calmnefs  of  experienced 
and  determined  valour.  The  prince  of  Oflbry 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  remonftrate  with 
the  Englifh,  and  to  fhew  them  the  neceffity  of  ex- 
erting themfelves.  He  bluntly  told  them  that 
they  muft  conquer  or  be  deftroyed  ;  for  that  they 
were  far  from  refuge  or  fupport ;  and  fhould  they 
prefume  to  give  way,  he  and  his  countrymen  would 
inftantly  join  the  enemy.  The  only  anfwer  to  this 
infolence  was  a   bold  and  vigorous  onfet,  which, 
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though  received  with  becoming  fpirit,  was  finally 
fuccefsful  ;  the  men  of  Thomond  were  driven  from 
their  entrenchments  with  confiderable  flaughter  ; 
and  in  their  flight  fpread  the  utmoft  terrour  and 
difmay  through  the^  Irifh  of  Munfter.  O'Brien, 
wearied  out  by  an  unfuccefsful  conteft,  detemiined 
to  make  his  peace,  and  to  this  end  propofcd  ^  inter- 
view with  the  Englifti  general.  At  the  fame  time 
Roderic,  in  purfuancc  of  his  late  treaty,  repaired 
to  Raymond,  to  deliver  his  lioflages,  and  take  the 
oaths  of  fealty  ;  fo  that  in  one  day  this  lord  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  the  fubmiffions  of  the  king 
of  Conn^aught,  and  of  the  prince  of  Thomond, 
who  renewed  his  engagements  to  the  king  of 
England  and  his  heirs,  and  gaye  hoflages  as  a 
fccurity  for  his  future  allegiance. 

An  unnatural  quarrel  in  the  family  of  Mac 
Arthy^,  prince  of  Defmond,  not  linufual  among 
the  Irifli  chieftains,  afforded  Raymond  a  fair  op- 
cafion  of  continuing  his  progrefs  in  Munfter,  and 
added  to  the  honour  he  had  already  acquired^ 
Cormac,  cldeft  fon  of  this  prince,  had  rifen  ia 
rebellion  againft  his  father,  deprived  him  of  his 
territory,  and  imprifoned  him*  Mac  Arthy,  who 
had  fworn  allegiance  to  the  king  of  England,  re- 
prefented  his  wrongs  to  Raymond,and  required  his  , 
protedion,  promifing  confiderable  advantages  to 
this  general  and  his  affociates,  if,  by  their  afliftince, 
he  fliould  be  reftored  to  his  dominions  •  The 
Englifla  knights,  ever  ready  to  engage  in  any  en- 
terprize  which  promifed  to  enrich  them,  earneftly 
preft  their  leader  to  march  without  delay  to  the 
afliftance  of  this  injured  prince,  and  foon  prevailed. 
They  entered   the  territories  of  Defmond  in  an 
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hoftile  manner,  ravaging  and  plundering  without 
mercy,  'till  Cormac  was  compelled  to  ftop  their 
progrefs  by  a  fubmiffion.  His  father  was  re-inftated 
in  his  territofies ;  and  to  requite,  the  bafenefs  of 
his  fon,  caft  him  into  that  p;:ifon  from  which  he 
him  j|lf  was  refcued,  and  foon  after  put  him  to  death. 
By  this, expedition  Raymond  not  only  fupplied  his 
forces  and  the  garrifon  of  Limerick  with  prqvifions, 
but  obtained  from  Mac  Arthy  a  valuable  grant  of 
lands  in  that  part  of  Defmond  called  Kerry,  whicli 
-he  enjoyed  unmolefted,  and  tranfmitted  to  his 
pofterity. 

But  now,  in  the  midft  of  his  fuccefs,  he  re- 
ceives the  alarming  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
carl  Strongbow,  who   expired  in  Dublin  after  a 
tedious  indifpofitioYi",  occafioned  by  a  mortification 
in  his  foot.     The  ficklenefs  of  the  Irifh,  thei|  real 
abhorrence  of  their  invaders,  notwithftanding  their 
pretended  fubmiflions,  and  their  precipitation  in 
revolting  and  taking  arms  on   any  extraordinary 
emergency,  were  but  too  well  known,  and  made 
it  neceflary  for  the  Englifli  government  to  keep  this 
eveht  concealed,  'ti^  their  forces  were  colledted 
from  the  diftant  quarters  of  the  kingdom ;    and 
left  the  fecret  ftiould  be  difcovered  by  any   mifcar- 
riage  of  the  letter  which  Bafilia  now  fent  to  her 
hufband,    it  was  conceived  in   myfterious   terms. 
She  informed  him,  that  her  great  tooth,  which 
had  ached  fo  long,  was   at  laft  fallen  out"",  and 
therefore  entreated  him  to  return  to  Dublin  with 
all  imaginable  ipeed. 

Ra YMONi>,who  perfe<5lly  underftood  the  meaning 
of  thisenagmaticalexpreffion,  and  the  importance 
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of  a  cautious  and  judicious  procedure  on  an  occafion 
fo  critical,  returned  inftantly  to  Limerick,  tind 
there  held  a  fecret  confultation  with  a  few  feledled 
friends^.  It  was  rfeadily  agreed  that  the  death  of 
the  chief  governour,  at  a  time  when  the  next  man 
in  command  was  fummoned  into  England,  requi- 
red an  immediate  attention  to  the  peace  and  fecurily 
of  the  Eoglifli  province  ;  and  that  no  troops  could 
be  fpared  from  this  firft  and  neceflary  fervicc.  It 
had  coft  Raymond  much  pains  and  labour  to  gain 
the  city  of  Limerick,  and  it  was  now  peculiarly 
mortifying  to  find  himfelf  obliged  to  abandon  this 
hardly  acquired  conqueft.  But  the  garrifon  could 
by  no  means  be  left  behind.  He  therefore  fent 
for  Donald  O'Brien  ;  and  with  an  affedled  eafe  and 
confidence  acquainted  him,  that  by  his  late  fub* 
miflion  he  was  become  one  of  the  king's  barons, 
and  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  his  liege  lord ; 
and  therefore,  as  a  mark  of  diflindion  due  to  his 
exalted  rank,  he  entrufted  him  with  the  cuftody 
of  Limerick,  which  might  give  him  an  occafion 
of  approving  his  attachment,  and  nqieriting  addi- 
tional •honours  and  rewards.  The  Irifti  chieftain 
received  this  propofal  with  a  fecret  exultation, 
concealed  under  the  appearance  of  the  moft  pro- 
found humility,  and  dutiful  allegiance.  He  was 
fcdemnly  fworn,  with  the  moft  horrid  diflimulation, 
to  take  cuftody  of  Limerick  for  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  reftore  it  peaceably  at  the  royal  will 
and  pleafure.  Raymond  and  his  troops^roceedcd 
to  evacuate  the  town ;  but  fcarcely  had  they  pafled 
over  one  end  of  the  bridge,  when  the  other  was 
broken  down ;  and  they  had  the  mortification  to 
behold  the  city,  which  they  had  taken  fuch  pains 
to  fortify,  and  fupply  withf  ftores  of  every  kind, 
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frt'on  fire  in  four  different  quarters  by  order  of 
O'Brien,  who  declared  that  Limerick  (hould  no 
longer  be  the  nefl  of  foreigners.  Wc  are  told  that 
when  this  tranfkdion  was  reported  to  king  Henry, 
poffibly  in  order  to  pofTefs  him  with  an  unfavoura- 
ble opinion  of  Raymond;  this  prince  too  generous 
and  too  wife  to  judge  by  the  event,  obferved,  that 
the  firft  gaining  of  Limerick  was  a  noble  exploit, 
the  recovery  of  it  flill  nobler ;  but  that  the  only 
ad:  of  wifdom  was  the  abandoning  their  conqueft 
in  this  manner. 

The  obfequies  of  earl  Strongbow^,  which  had 
been  deferred  'till  the  arrival  of  Raymond,  were 
performed  under  the  direction  of  this  lord  and  arch- 
bifhop  Lawrence,  with  all  due  folemnity  and  mag- 
nificence. The  ignorance  and  fuperflition  of  the 
Irifh  clergy,  which  infed:  thofe  lax  and  imperfed  i 
records  they  have  left. behind  them,  impute  the 
death  of  this  earl  to  the  divine  vengeance  judici- 
oufly  inflidted  on  his  enormities,  and  efpecially 
thofe  devaflations  which  he  had  committed  in 
their  churches"*  Since  the  days  of  Turgefiffs,  the 
favage  Dane,  Ireland,  fay  theyi  never  knew  fo 
cruel  and  unrelenting  an  opprefTor.  Remorfe  and 
horrour  attended  his  difTolution  ;  and  in  the  aweful 
moment  of  his  departure,  he  confefTed  that  he  had 
been  fmitten  by  the  faints  of  Ireland.  Such  in- 
vedives  are  naturally  to  be  expeded,  when  in 
fupport  ofSvhat^e  deemed  his  rightful  inheritance, 
and  the  interefls  of  his  mafler, .  policy,  or  what  is 
called  by  that  name,  obliged  him  to  a  feverc  and 
rigorous  exertion, of  his  power  over  thofe,  whofe 
hatred  of  their  invaders  was  frequently  favage  and 
perfidious.     Itjs  equally  natural  to  exped  that  the 
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Englifh  writers  fhould  be  more  favourable  to  the 
charadler  of  this  earl.     We  have  a  particular,  *  and 
no    unpleafing  defcription  of  him    by  Giraldus. 
Earl   Strongbow,    faith    the    hiftorian,    was   of  a 
complexion^  fomewhat  fanguine  and  fpptted  ;  his 
eyes  grey,  his  countenance   feminine,    his   voice 
fmall,  his  neck  flender,  but  in  moft  other  particu- 
lars  he  was    well   formed,  and  tall  ;  liberal  and 
courteous  in  his  manners  ;  and  what  he  could  not 
gain  by  power,  he  frequently  obtained  by  an  in- 
finuting  addrefs.     In  peace  he  was  more  difpofed 
to  obey  than   to  govern.     Jlis  ftate  and  authority 
were   referved  fOr  the  camp„  and  here  fupport^d 
with  the  utmoft  dignity.     He  was  diffident  of  nis 
own  judgmeht,  cautious  of  proppfing  his  own  plans 
of  operation  ;    but  in  executing   thofe  of  others, 
undaunted  and  vigorous.     Iii  t  battle,   he   was  the 
ftandard  on  which  his  foldiers  fixed  their  eyes  ;  and 
by  whofe  motions  they  were  determined  either  to 
advance  or  to  retreat.  His  temper  was  compofed  and 
uniform ;  not  dejed^ed   by  p:iisfortune,  nor  elated 
by  fuccefs. 

By  the  death  of  this  earl,  the  Englifh  council 
at  Dublin  were  to  exercife  an  important  power  ve- 
iled in  them  by  Henry,  that  of  electing  a  chief 
governoqr,  till  the  king's  pleafure  fhould  be  known. 
Every  circumflance  determined  them  to  confer  this 
office  upon  Raymiond,  the  favourite  of  the  army, 
and  the  terrour  of  the  Irifh  enemies.  The  king's 
commiffioners  readily  concurred  in  this  choice,  and 
embarked  in  full  perfuafion  that  they  had  provided 
mofl  efl^ftually  for  the  interefls  of  their  royal 
mafler,  by  leaving  them  to  the  conducft  md  direc- 
tion of  this  lord. 

But 
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But  the  jcaloufies  of.  Henry  were  by  no  means 
allayed  by  the  moft  favourable  reprefentations  which 
thefe  cpmmiiiioners  could  make  of  Raymond  and 
his  condudt"".  He  therefore  determined  to  entruft 
the  governipent  of  Ireland  to  William  Fitz-Andelm 
a  nobleman  allied  to  him  by  *  blood,  and  of  ap- 
proved allegiance.  He  fent  him  into  Ireland  with 
a  train  of  twenty  knights  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
•f-John  de  Courcey,  Robert  Fitz-Stephen,  and 
Mi!o  de  Cogan,  were  appointed  to  attend  the  new 
governour,  with  a  train  of  ten  knights  to  each. 
With  thefe  embarked  Vivian,  the  pope's  legate, 
and  Nicholas  Wallingford,  an  Engliflb  ecclefiaftic, 
with  the  brief  of  pope  Alexander,  lately  granted 
to  king  Henry,  in  confirmation  of  his  title  to  the 
dominion  of  Ireland,  Fit;s- Andelm  and  his  atten- 
dants 
•    Y  Glraid. 

•  Arlotta,  mother  of  the  Conqueror,  wai  married  to  Harlowen  de 
BorgOy  by  whom  (he  had  Robert  earl  of  Cornwal,  whofe  two  fens 
were  Andelm  and  John.  Andelm  had  ifiue  this  William  Fitz- 
Andelm  ;  John  was  the  father  of  Hubert  de  Burgo,  chief  jufticiary 
of  England.    Cox. 

f  Giraldos  zffcrts  that  Courcey  was  joined  in  c«mmiffion  with 
Fitz-Andelm.  But  that  this  is  a  miftake  of  the  biftorian  (worthy  to 
be  noted,  only  to  ihew  that  he  is  not  to  be  implicitly  relied  on) 
appears  from  the  comnriiTion  itfelf,  which  is  ftill  extant,  and  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  froin  an  old  parchment  roll  in  pofTeffion  of  the 
earl  of  Meath. 

<<  Henricas,  Dei  gratia,  rex  Angliae,  dominus  Hibernix,  dax 
Normannisp  U  Acquitaniap,  &  comes  Andegaviae,  archiepiibopis, 
epifcopis,  regibus,  comitibus,  baron ihus,  et  omnibus  fMelibus  fuis 
Hiberniae,  falutem.  Sciatis  me  Dei  gratia  fanum  effe  &  incolumem, 
A  hegotia  mea  bene  U  honorifice  procedere.  Ego  vero  qaam  cito 
potero  vacabo  m^gnis  negotiis  meis  Hibernia&«  Nunc  autem  ad 
vos  mitto  Willielmum  filiom  Andelmi  dapiferum  meum,  cuicom- 
miii  negotia  mea  tradanda  &  agenda  mei  loco  Sc  vice.  Q^^re  vobis 
nando  U  firmiter  praecipio  quod  ei  ficut  mihimet  itft^ndatis  de 
agendis  meis,  Sc  faciatis  quicquid  vobis  ipfe  dixerit  ex  {jlkrte  mea, 
^ut  amorem  meom  habere  defideratis,  Sc  per  fidem  quam  mihi 
debetis.  Ego  quoque  ratum  habeo  8c  firmum  quicquid  ipfe  fecerit 
tanquam  egomet  fecifTem,  Sc  quicquid  vos  feceritis  erga  eum,  fUbile 
Habco.  Teftibus  Galfrido  archidiacono ,  Cantuarias  &  Ricardo  ar-* 
idiacono  Pi^aviae  &  Ricardo  conftabulario.    Apud  Valonias.'* 
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dants  landed  at  Wexford,  where  Raymond  was  at 
hand  to  receive  him  witb  the  reverence  due  to  his 
commiffion.  He  refigned  his  ftate  to  the  new  go- 
vernour,  together  with  the  towns,  hoftages,  and 
other  trufts  which  he  held  for  the  king  by  virtue. 
of  his  temporary  commiffion  ;  and  thus  having 
aflumcd  the  reins  of  government,  Fitz-Andelnn 
began  his  adminiftration  by  a  ftately  progrefs  along 
the  coaft,  in  order  to  infpeift  the  forts  and  cities 
imiiiediately  vefted  in  thq^Idng;  while  the  eccle- 
iiaiHcs  were  on  their  part  adive  in  the  fervice  of 
their  mafter  ^.  An  affembly  of  the  Irifh  clergy  was 
convened  at  Waterford,  in  which  the  brief  lately 
granted  by  Alexander,  and  the  bull  of  Adrian,  Were 
fblemnly  promulged,  and  the  king's,  title  to  the 
fovereign  dominion  of  Ireland  aflerted  and  declared 
in  form,  with  dreadful  denunciations  of  the  fcvereft 
cenfures  of  the  church  ""j  againft  all  thofe  wha 
(hould  impeach  the  grant  made  by  the  holy  fee,  or 
refill  the  fovereign  authority  of  Henry,  thus  con» 
ftitute^  rightful  lord  of  Ireland- 

BuT,  whatever  might  have  beeai  the  iniluencc 
of  fuch  denunciations,  a  vigorous  and  refolute  com- 
mander was  ftiU  neceffary  to  defend  the  interefts  of 
the  Englifli  monarch  againft  a  turbulent  and  incen- 
fed  enemy.  The  territory  of  Meath  had  but  jufl 
now  been  the  fcene  of  defperate  hoftilities,  Richard 
Flemming,  an  Engliihman,  who  commanded  the 
caftle  of  Slany  *,  wantonly  prefuming  on  his  ftrength 
had  provoked  the  neighbouring  chiefs  by  his  de- 
predations, who  in  revenge  fell  fuddenly  upon  hint 
with  their  united  forces,  flaughtercd  his  followers 
withtJut  mercy  or  diftinition  ;  and  purfuing  the 
remains  of  his  garriibn  even  to  the  very  wa^ls  o£ 

Dublin^ 
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Dublin,  were  left  at  full  liberty  to  demolifh  every 
fort  which  the  Englifh  had  eredled  in  their  terri- 
tory. But,  far  from  repreffing  or  revenging  fuch 
incurfions,  Fjtz-Andelm  feems  to  have  had  neither 
difpofitiohs  nor  abilities  fuited  to  a  government, 
which  was  to  befupported  by  a  vigilant  and  a  martial 
fpirit.  He  came  into  the  ifland  with  a  jealoufy  of 
the  original  adventurers,  which  poffibly  had  been 
infufed  into  him  by  Henry,  anci  which  he  had  not 
temper  to  conceal  •  A^  his  firft  interview  with 
Raymond  **,  he  is  faid  to  have  looked  with  a  malig- 
nant eye  upon  the  numbers  and  gallant  appearance 
of  his  train  ;  and,  turning  to  his  followers,  was 
weak  enough  to  threaten  that  he  (hould  foon  find 
means  to  quell  their  pride.  If  we  are  to  believe 
Giraldus,  he  was  fenfual  and  corrupt  in  his  man- 
ners, and  of  confequence  rapacious.  The  objeft 
of  his  adminiftration  was  to  enrich  himfelf,  not  by 
the  force  and  tcrrour  of  his  arms,  but  by  the  lei's 
hazardous  and  bafer  means  of  craft,  fraud,  and 
circumvention.  To  prefer ve  peace  with  th?  Irifh 
chiefs,  he  had  recourfe  to  affedled  courtefy  and 
flattery,  which  they  had  difcernment  enough  to 
difcover  and  to  defpife,  and  to  his  own  country-^ 
men,  the  apparent  infincerity  of'  hi^  faireft  pro- 
feflions,  and  the  dcfigns  he  manifefted  againft  their 
intereft  and  properties^  rendered  him  an  objedt  of 
deteftation, 

The  death  of  Maurice,  head  of  the  family  of 
Geraldines,  which  derived  weight  and  refpedt  from 
the  dignity  of  his  charadler,  encouraged  and  ena-^, 
bled  the  chief  governour  to  difcover  his  defigns 
againft  the  firft  adventurers^.  He  had  the  acf&refs 
to  prevail  upon  the  fons  of  Maurice  to  exchange 

their 
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their  peaceable  ftation  in  the  fort  of  Wicklow  for 
the  caftle  cJf  Ferns,  where  they  were  mdre  expofed 
to  the  incurfions  of  the  natives,   Raymond  le  Grofs, 
and  Robert  Fitz-Stephen,  were   alfd  feduced   by 
artifice,  or  compelled  by  violence,    to  refign  their 
fettlements  granted  by  the  king,  for  others,  by  their 
fituation,  more  liable  to  irivafion.     Walter  Almain, 
his  kinfman  and  creature,  was  ftation ed  in  Wex- 
ford, ^where   he  endeavoured  to  provide   for   his 
fecurity   by  forming  a  connexion    with   the  Irifli 
chieftain  of  O'Kenfelagh*^,  who  is   faid   to  have 
prevailed  on  him  by  the  force  of  bribes  to  demo- 
lifli  fome  confiderable  works  lately  eredted,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Englifli  plantation.     Thus,  while 
all  advantages  were  engrofled.by  the  governour  and 
his  dependents,  the  perilous  and  laborious  duties 
of  defence  were  impofed  on  the  original  adventu- 
rers, a  hardy  race,  untainted  with  the  luxuries  and 
debaucheries  of  Fitz- Andelm  and  his  Normans ; 
but  proud  and  irritable,  and  juftly  impatient  to  fee 
the  fruits    of  their  labours  feized   by    thefe  new 
fettlers.      The   ftrong,    and  probably  aggravated 
reprefentations   of  their    hiftorian   and   panagyrift 
Giraldus,  plainly  marjj:  their  difcontent  and  indig- 
nation ;  and  this  unhappy  divifion  of  the  Englilh, 
with  the 'mutual  jealoufies  and  animofities  of  con- 
tending parties,  could  not  *fail  to  caft  a  fhade  of 
diflionour  and  reproach  on  the  adminiftration  of 
Fitz- Andelm.     The   lords  avowed  their  hatred; 
the  foldiers  were  unpaid,  and    ill   appointed;  of 
confequence  mutinous  and  difcon tented.   The  Irifti 
natives  crowded  eagerly  to  a  court   which  received 
them  with  the  moll  flattering  attention,  and  which 
is   faid  not  to  have  been   inaccellible  to  bribes'". 
Their  claims  and   complaints  were   heard  with 

favour 
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favour  by  the  chief  gover nour,  and  always  decided 
againft  his  rivals,  which  ferved  to  encteafe  their 
confidence,  without  leffening  their  difafFedtion. 

The  Englifh  lords  had  all  left  their  native  lands, 

from  the  hopes  of  valuable  fettlements  and  acqui- 

iitions  in  Ireland  ;  and  they,  who  had  not  as  yet 

received  their  rewards,  were  particularly  difpleafcd 

with  Fitz-Andelm,  and  impatient  of  an  adminiftra- 

tion  unfriendly  to  the  fpirit  of  adventurers.  John  de 

Courcey  was  the  firft  to  exprefs  his  diflatisfa<ftion. 

An  extraordinary  ftrength  of  body,  and  vigour  of 

conftitution,  together  with  a  violent  and  precipitate 

valour,  had   rendered  him  the  admiration   of  his 

warlike   and   unpolifhed   countrymen.     His  own 

utter  infenfibility  to  danger  made  him  the  readier 

to  propofe  the  moft  hazardous  and  defperate  enter- 

prizes ;  and  his  manners,'  which  were  rather  thofe 

of  a  common  foldier  than  a  commander,  gave  him 

thp  eafier  accefs   to   the  paffions  and  prejudices  of 

the  foldiery.     He  laboured  to  enflame  them  agairift 

the  governour  ;  he  reprefented  the  diftrefs  to  which 

they  were  expofed  by  his  avarice,  which  deprived 

them  of  pay,  and  the  timidity  of  his  government, 

which  precluded  them  from  fupplying  their  necef- 

fities  at  the  expence  of  their  enemies ;  reminded 

them  that   king  Henr/ had  formerly  granted  him 

fuch  lands  of  Ulfter  as  he  fhould  acq^uire  by  the 

fword  ;  and   freely  promifed  to  fhare  his  fortune 

with  thofe  who  preferred  a  gallant  enterprize  to  a 

ilate  of  diftrefsful  indolence  ;  and  thus  prevailed  on 

a*  fmall  body  of  the  boldeft  and  moft  adventurous 

to 

s  Girald. 
-  *  Giraldus  reckons  up   no  more  than  twenty-two  knights,  and 
three  hundred  common  foldiers.     But  his  numbers  were  afterwards 
ited  much  higher. 
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to  attend  him  into  the  northern   parts  of  Ireland, 
where  tjic  Eoglifh  arms  had  not  as  yet  penetrated. 

Armor ic  of  St.  Laurence^,  a  valiant  knight. 
With  whom  he  had  been  connected  in  the  ftridteft 
bands  of  friendfhip,  determined,  on  this  occafion, 
to  (hare  the  fortune  of  his  old  aflbciate.  Robert 
/de  la  Poer,  a  young  foldier,  who  had  lately  been 
(Kftinguifhed  in  the  wars  of  Leinfter,  took  the  fame 
part ;  and  fuch  leaders  gave  both  ftrength  and  cre- 
dit to  the  enterprize.  The  marriage  of  de  Cour- 
ccy,  with  the  daughter  of  Gothred,  king  of  Mann, 
freed  him  from  the  apprehenfions  of  any  oppofition 
from  this  quarter,  where  the  Irifh  had  often  found 
an  effedtual  refource  ;  and  his  own  ignorant  fu- 
perftition  ferved  to  confirm  his  hopes  of  a  perma- 
nent and  extenfive  conqueft*".  He  had  difcovered 
in  the  prophecies  of  Merlin,  that  the  acquifition 
of  Ulfter  was  referved  for. his  valour ;  and  his  Irifli 
adherents  fupplied  him  with  another  prophet,  who 
declared  that  Down  (the  immediate  objed:  of  his 
enterprize)  was  to  be  fubdued  by  a  ftranger  moun- 
ted on  a  white  horfe,  with  a  (hield  charged  with 
painted  birds.  He  accoutered  himfelf  according 
to  this  deicription,  and  marched  to  take  pofieilion 
of  his  deftined  conqueft. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  his  march  he  arrived  at 
Down,  the  feat  of  Dunleve,  prince  of  Uladh,  who, 
unprovided  for  defence  againft  an  invafion  fo  un* 
expeifted,  fled  precipitately  at  the  firft  Appearance 
of  hoflilities-  His  people,  thus  cxpofed  to  the 
ravages  of  an  indigent  and  rapacious  enemy,  were 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  helplefs  confternation,  at  the 
havock  of  invaders  whom  they  had  not  provoked, 

and 
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and  from  whom  they  thought  themfelves  fecured 
by  folemn  treaty.  In  this  diftrefs  their  prince  had 
recourfe  to  the  interpofition  of  Vivian,  the  legate, 
who,  in  his  progrefs  through  the  ifland,  now 
chanced  to  refide  at  Down,  ancf  was  witnefs  of  the 
prefent'devaftation.  He  inftantly  addrefled  him- 
fclf  to  de  Courcey,  reprefented  the  injuftice  and 
cruelty  of  his  prelent  enterprize,  reminded  Him  of 
the  treaty  which  the  king  of  England  had  but  juft 
now  coxicluded  with  the  whole  body  of  the  Irifh, 
in  the  perfon  of  their  monarch,  declared  that  the 
men  of  Ulfter  were  ready  to  pay  their  qiiota  of 
the  ftipulated  tribute,  and  entreated  him  to  fpare 
a  people  who  had  provoked  no  refentment,  and 
who,  inftead  of  being  the  objeft  of  hoftilities,  had 
a  fair  claim  to  protedion..    ' 

Whatever  deference  de  Courcey  might  afFcft 
for  the  perfon  and  character  of  Vivian,  it  plainly 
appeared  that  he  paid  no  attention  to  his  remon- 
llrances ;  for  his  hoftilities  were  continued^.  He 
fortified  himfelif  in  Down,  and  fecmed  determined 
to  maintain  the  pofTeffion  he  had  acquired.  The 
legate  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  provoked  at  this  in- 
juftice, and  fo  afFedted  by  the  fufFerings  of  ar^ 
unpffending  people,  that  although  the  chief  part 
of  his  commiffion  was  to  prevail  on  the  Irifti  to 
acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of  king  Henry,  yet 
he  now  boldly  advifed  Dunleve  to  have  recourfe 
to  arms,  a/nd  to  exert  himfelf  as  became  a  brave 
prince,  in  order  to  refcue  his  territories  from  thefe 
rapacious  invaders.  His  forces  were  colledted  ; 
the  neighbouring  chiefs  invited  to  his  affiftance  ; 
even  Roderic  was  called  upon  to  rife  up  againft 
this  outrageous  violation  of  faith  ;  and  the   caufq 

was 
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was  too  important  to  be  entirely  iiegledled,  even 
amidft  all  thofe  private  quarrels  which  ftill  conti- 
nued to  weaken  and  diilradtthe  Irifh  princes^.  A 
tumultuary  ^rmy,  faid  to  confift  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  was  ctolleded,  and  marched  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  prince  of  Uladh,  to  difpoflefs  thefe 
foreigners^.  De  Courcey  wifely  determining  not 
to  abide  a  fiege  in  a  city  fcantily  provided,  and 
haftily  fortified,  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy 
with  an  affedled  contempt  of  their  fuperiority  ;  at 
the  fame  time  chufing  fuch  a  fituation  as  might 
render  their  numbers  lefs  efFedual''.  The  charge 
was  furious,  and  the  battle  maintained  for  a  confi- 
derable  time  with  equal  bravery  on  both  fides  ; 
till,  at  length,  a  difdiplined,  well-armed,  and 
well-coiidu<fted  body,  proved  fuperior  to  irregular, 
ill-appointed,  and  undirected  numbers.  De  Cour- 
cey, by  the  total  overthrow  of  his  opponents,  was 
for  the  prefent  left  at  full  liberty^  to  parcel  out  his 
lands,  projed:  and  build  his  forts,  and  make  all 
neceflTary  provifions  for  the  fecurity  of  his  conquefl:. 

In  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year,  however,  the 
co'nteft  was  renewed  by  a  formidable  army  of  the 
confederated  Irifh  ;  but  with  the  fame  fuccefs". 
No  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufand  men  are  faid  to  have 
advanced  to  the  walls  of  Down,  and  to  have  been 
defeated  by  de  Courcey,  with  thelofs  of  feveral  of 
their  braveft  chieftains. 

* 

Yet  neither  their  hatred  of  thefg  invaders,  nor 

their  hopes    of  exterminating  them,  had   as  yet 

fubfided  ;  though  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Irifli 

•lords  feemed  to  court  the  fortune  of  de   Courcey, 

and  gave  him  flattering  aflurances  of  attachment, 

0£ 
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Of  thcfe,  one  named  Mac  Mahon  had  fb  efl?e<au-^ 
ally  recommended  himfelf  to  the  Englifli  com- 
mander, and  had  bound  himfelf  fo  folcmnly  tp 
his  interefts  by  the  facred  Iriih  band  of  Gofshipred, 
that  he  was  admitted  into  his  councils,  and  cn- 
trufted  with  two  forts  lately  erefted,  together  with 
their  adjoining  domain.  The  Irilhman  foon  le- 
velled thefe  forts  to  the  ground;  and,  whea 
queftioned  for  this  fudden  breach  of  faith,  an- 
fwered,  with  a  fullen  infolence,  that  "  he  had 
'*  not  engaged  to  keep  ftone  walls,  and  that  he 
**  fcorned  to  confine  himfelf  within  fuch  cold  and 
**  dreary  enclofures,  while  his  own  native  woods 
**  lay  fo  convenient  for  his  reception,"  This 
naturally  produced  an  invafion  of  his  territory,  the 
ufual  punifhment  of  treachery  or  revolt ;  and  here 
de  Courcey  executed  his  revenge  without  controul, 
and  prepared  to  return  with  a  numerous  prey  of 
cattle,  the  ordinary  riches  of  the  ifland.  Three 
large  herds,  each  attended  by  a  diftinft  body  of 
the  Englifli  forces,  formed  a  line  of  three  miles, 
through  a  deep  and  narrow  road,  which  lay  through 
thick  woods,  where  an  Irifli  army,  faid  to  confift 
of  nolefs  than  eleven  thoufand,  waited  in  ambuflij 
and  rufliing  fuddenly  from  their  concealment,  fell 
on  each  divifion  in  the  fame  moment,  and  caft  the 
whole  Englifli  army,  thus  encumbered  by  their 
booty,  into  theoitmoft  confufion.  At  once  aflailed 
vigouroufly  by  the  enemy,  and  trodden  down  by 
the  cattle,  their  total  deftrudtion  feemed  inevitable; 
nor  could  the  iitmoft  exertion  of  their  leaders  fecu re 
a  retreat,  without  confiderable  lofs.  With  the 
Temains  of  this  fliattered  army,  de  Courcey  was 
now  to  force  his  way  through  a  country  poffefled  by 
vidtorious  enemies,    who  harraffed  him  Mrithout 

refpite 
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refpite.     He  repeatedly  obliged  them  to  retire  with 
the  lofs  of  fome   noted  chief.     Mac  Mahon  him- 
felf  fell  in  the  laft  attack  ;  and  de  Courcey  had  the 
good  fortune  to  gain  one  of  his  own  forts,  well 
entrenched  and  garrifoned ;  while  the  enemy,  ftill 
refolved  to  purfue  their  advantage,  encamped   at 
the  diftancd  of  half  a  mile  from  his  entrenchment. 
At  midnight,  Armoric  of  Saint  iLaurence,  ventured 
out  to  view  the  pofture  of  the  ^nemy,  whom  he 
found,  as  hefufpefted,  in  a  il:a,te  of  carelefs  fecurity. 
He  reprefeijted  to  de  Courcey,  that  inftead  of  wait- 
ing to  be  lurrounded  by  the  Irifh,  who  would  cer- 
tainly renew  the  aibult  on  the  next  morning,  and 
could  not  fail  to   reduce  his  inconfiderable  body, 
either  by  force  or  famine,  he  fhould  now  feize  the 
critical  opportunity   of  attacking    them  in    their 
camp,  with  all  the  advantage  which   their  confi- 
dence and  total  want  of  difcipline  afforded.     The 
fcheme  was  inftaritly  adopted,  and  executed  with 
full  fuccefs.    The  Irilli  were  furprized,  and  flaugh- 
tered  without  refiftahce.     Scarcely  two  hundred  of 
their  body  is  faid   to  have  efcaped  the  carnage, 
while  two  only  of  their  aifailants  were  loft  in  the 
tumult  of  the  night. 

While  John  de  Courcey  was  engaged  in  Ulfter, 
the  fpirit  of  enterprize  feized  others  of  the  Englifti 
leaders,  who  defpifing  the  government  of  Fitz-An- 
delm,  and  prefled  by  their  own  diftrefles,  grew  im- 
patient to  adventure  intothofe  partsof  Ireland  which 
had  not  yet  experienced  their  invafions.  The  ambi- 
tion and  turbulence  of  Murrough,  fon  of  Roderic 
O'Connor "",  had  involved  his  family  and  province 
in  confiderable  diforder.  In  revenge,  of  fome 
fuppofed  injury,  or  to  favour  fome  factious  purpofe, 

he 
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he  feized  the  opportunity  of  his  father's  abfence 
in  a  remote  part  of  his  territory,  and  invited  Milo 
de  Cogan  to  march  into  Con  naught,  with  an 
aflurance  of  great  advantages  from  fuch  an  expe- 
dition. The  invitation  was  readily  obeyed ;  ^nd 
Milo,  full  of  hopes,  inftantly  colledted  from 
Dublin,  and  the  jidjaccntdiftrift,  a  body  of  forty 
knights,  two  hundred  horfe,  and  three  hundred 
archers,  and  advanced  without  moleftation  to 
Rofcommon.  Here  he  was  joined  by  Murrough, 
his  new  ally,  who  engaged  to  conduft  him  through 
the  province.  Some  plaufible  pretext  feems  to 
have  been  alledged  by  Milc^  for  this  incftrfion 
(poffibly  that  of  reducing  fome  refractory  lords, 
who  refufed  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Englifti  govern- 
ment) for  he  difpatched  a  meffenger  to  Roderic, 
notifying  his  arrival,  and  fummoning  him,  upon 
his  allegiance,  ,to  join  the  Englifh  forces.  The 
fummons,  however,  was  negleded  ;  and  as  it  was 
well  known  that  the  Englifh  adventurers  fought  to 
enrich  themfelves  by  plunder,  the  inhabitants,  on 
the  firft  notice  of  their  approach,  drove  avwy  their 
cattle,  fecreted  their  valuable  effedls,  and  reduced 
the  whole  country  to    a  defer t. 

The  monkifti  annalifts  of  Ireland  make  tho 
moft  affeiting  complaints  of  the  deftrudtion  of 
churches  by  the  Englifh  in  all  their  expeditions. 
They  feem  willing  to  reprefent  them  as  a  race  of 
favage  barbarians,  who  fpared  nothing  facred  or 
venerable,  and  were  even  poflefled  with  an  heathen- 
i(h  averfion  to  all  religious  houfes.  But  the  truth 
is,  that  in  Ireland  (every  part  of  which  had  Jbeen 
a  fcene  of  conftant  hoftilities)  it  had  long  been  a 
cuftom  for  the  inhabitants  to  depofite  provifions, 

'and 
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and  eiFedis  of  greater  value,  in  the  churches'^, 
where  they  lay  fecure,  amidft  all  their  domeftic 
quarrels,  as  in  a  kind  of  fandhiary,  which  it  was 
deemed  the  utmoft  impiety  to  violate.  »  But  the 
Englifli  had  no  fuch  fuperflitious  fcruples ;  and 
their  neceffities  were  generally  too  prefling  not  to 
fcek  provifions  wherever  they  might  be  found* 
The  churches  they  confidered  as  their  fure  refource ; 
and  oppofition  fom#times  occafioned  havock  and 
devaftation  far  bqyond  their  intention.  To  remedy 
this  inconvenience,  Vivian,  the  legate,  procured 
an  ordinance  in  a  fynod  held  in  Dublin,  that  the 
Englifli,  when  ehgaged  in  any  expedition,  fliould 
have  liberty  to  take  provifions  depofited  in  the 
churches,  provided  they  paid  their  juft  value. 

•  But,  in  the  prefent  incurfion  into  Connaught, 
the  Irifli  themfelves,  to  deprive  their  invaders  of 
this  refource,  burnt  down,  their  own  ch\irches"^  (as 
their  annals  exprefled  it)  in  fpite  to  the  foreigners  j 
who,  in  the  vexation  of  difappointment,  coul3 
only  commit  fome  ufelefff  ravages.  Reduced  to 
the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  fubfiftence  in  an  enemy's 
country,  left  by  Roderic  to  encounter  all  the  con- 
fequences  of  their  precipitation,  and  threatened 
with  a  formidable  attack  from  the  united  forces  of 
Connanght  and  Munfter,  they  had  no  meafure  to 
purfue,  but  that  of  a  mortifying  and  difgraceful 
retreat.  In  this  they  were  obliged  to  fuftain  the 
repeated  aflaults  of  the  Connacians ;  but  at  length 
regained  their  quarters  at  Dublin,  though  not  with- 
out confiderable  lofs,  leaving  their  ally  Murrough, 
to  the  refentment  of  his  countrymen,  who  fenten- 
ced  hixn,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  own  father, 
to  have  his  eyes  put  out  for  his  praftices  with  the 
Englifh,  and  his  encouragement  of  their  invafion. 
Vol.  I.  L  The 
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The  imperfedl  and  jejune  accounts  which  re- 
ipain  of  the  local  diflcntions  and  provincial  contefts 
in  Ireland,  at   this  period,  give  a  fliocking  idea 
of  the  ftate  of  this  unhappy  country*".     Defmond 
and  Thomond  in  the  fouthern  province  were  dif- 
tracSed  by  thejcaloufiesof  contending  chiefs,  and  the 
whole  land  wafted  by  unnatural  and  bloody  quarrels. 
Treachery  and  murder  were  revenged  by  treache- 
ry and  murder,  fo  as  to  perp^uate  a  fuccefllon  of 
outrages  the  moft  horrid  and  difgisaceful  to  huma- 
nity.    The  northern  province  was  a  fcene  of  like 
enormities,  though  the  new  Englifh  fettlers,  who 
were  confidered  as  a  common  enemy,  fhould  have 
forced  the  natives  to  inutual  union.     A   young 
prince  of  the  Hi-Nial  race,  and  heir-apparent  to 
the  rights  of  that  family,  fell  by  the  hand  of  a 
rival  lord ;  this  rival  was  killed   in  revenge ;  the 
partizans  on  each  fide,   as  the  feveral  powers  pre- 
vailed, were  butchered  with  every  circumftance  of 
triumpHalit  barbarity.     In  Connaught,  the  blinded 
Ion  of  Roderic  was    refcucd  from  prifon  by   his 
partizans,  and  the  flame  of  diflention  re-kindled* 
Nor  were  the  Irifli  toparchs  In  Leinfter  more  peace- 
able, or  lefs  barbarous  in  their  contefts.     All  were 
,  equally  ftrangers  to  the  nobler  virtues  of  humanity. 
Nor  was  religion,  in  the  form  it  then  afliimed,, 
calculated  or  applied  to  reftrain  their  violences,    or 
to  fubdue  their  brutal  pafBons.     An  effedlual  con- 
queft,  and  general  fubjedtion  of  the  who^e  Ifland  to 
c«e  reafonable  and  oquitable  government,  muft  have 
prored  a  Angular  blcfling  to  thefe  unhappy  people. 
But  Providence  was  pleafed  to  ordain,  that   their 
enormities  fliould  continue  much  longer  to  prove 
their  own  fevere  puniflinwnt^ 

C  H  A  •?• 
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ASis  of  Fitz-Andelrns  government. ^^He  is  recalled. 

— CbaraBer   of  Hugh  de  Lacy  his  fuccejfor.— 

John  confiituted  lord  of  Ireland. — Grants  by  king 

Henry  in  Hbomondy  Defmondy  and  Connaught-^ 

explain  the  nature  of  his  ceffion  to  prince  John. — 

Milo  de  Cogan,  and  Robert  Fitz-Stephen,  fettle 

in  Defmond. — Philip  de  Braofa  alarmed.-^Refigns 

bis  grants. — Conduct   of  Hugh  de  Lacy. — Ife  is 

recalled  to  England. — Rejioredto  his  government. 

— His  excellent  adminijirat ion. ^^  John  de  Courcey 

engaged  in  Uljier. — Defeated-— yet  maintains  his 

Jettlements. — Miferableftuation  of  Connaught.-^ 

Death  and  charaSier  of  Lawrence  O'Toole. — His 

fjtccejfor. — Maffacre  of  Milo  de  Cogan  and  Ralph 

Fitz-Stephens — Robert  Fitz-Stephen  relieved  by 

Raymond  le  Grofs. — Melancholy  Jituation  of  Ro^ 

bert. — Arrival  of  Cambrenfs  and  John   Corny tf. 

in.  Ireland. — Altercations  of  the  Englijh   clergy 

with  the  Irijh  ecclefajiics. — Lacy  again  recalled. 

— ConduSl   of  Philip   de  Braofa. — Earl  John 

knighted. — T'he  pope  offers  to  crown  him  king  in 

Ireland. — Henry  declines  the   offer. --^Sends  John 

to  the  government  of'  Ireland  with  a  fplendid 

tram. — His  attendants. — -His  arrival. — Infolence  ^ 

fif  his  courtiers  to  the.lrijh  lords.-^A  general 

Spirit  of  infurre^ion   raifed  through  Ireland.—^ 

Enfiamed  by  the  attendants  of  prince  John. — He 

builds  fome  forts. — InfurreSlion  of    the     Irijh 

natives — Several   of    his    barons  fuprized  and 

Jlain. — Behaviour  of  his   courtiers. — Dijirefsful 

fiateafthe  country — and  of  John  and  his  court. --^ 

John  is  recalled. — Ajqffination  of  Hugh  de  Lacy. 

'^John  de  Courcey ^  appointed  deputy.^— His  aBi- 

L  2  vity 
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vity  and  valour. — Sfate  of  Uljier — and  of  Con- 
naught. — Expedition  ofde  Courcey  intoConnaugbt. 
— His  retreat. — He  fupprejfes  the  commotions  in 
Uljier  and  Argial. — Fatal  effeSls  of  rebellion  in 
the  family  ofRoderic  O'Connpr. — Death  of  Henry 
the  fecond.—^A6ls  of  power  exercifed  in  Ireland 
by  earl  John  during  the  reign  of  Richard. — Hugh 
de  Lacy  the  younger  appointed  his  deputy. — De 
Courcey  dtfcontented. — InfurreSiion  of  the  Irijh. 
^^Cathaly  the  Bloody- handed^  gains  the  kingdom 
of  Connaught. — Is  joined  by  the  princes  ofT^ho- 
mond  and  Defmond. — Intercepts  Armoric  of  St. 
Laurence,  and  his  party. — A  defperate  engage- 
ment.— Armoric  and  his  men  killed. — Cat hal  ela- 
ted.— Burning  of  Dublin,  and  diforders  of  the 
neighbouring  country. — Earl  Marjhal  appointed 
to  Jucceed  de  Lacy. — Englijh  defeated  by  Daniel 
V  OBrien. — Death  of  Daniel— and  cruelties  exer- 
cifed  on  his  family. — Cathal  marches  into  Munjier. 
^--Englijh  driven  out  of  Limerick. — Cork  threa- 
tened with  ajiege. — -Surrendered  to  Mac  Arthy. 
— Hamo  de  Valois  appointed  deputy  in  the  place  of 
Earl  Marjhal. — His  quarrel  with  the  drcbbijhop 
of  Dublin. — Death  ofRoderic  O'Connor. — Death 
of  Richard  the  frji — and  accejjton  of  king.  John. 

* 

THE  complaints  occafioh^  by  an  indolent 
and  corrupt  adminiftration  were  too  violent 
to  be  long  concealed  from  the  Englifli  monarch, 
and  determined  him  to  remove  Fife- Andelm  from 
the  government  of  Ireland",  Bot^i  Giraldus  *and 
the  Irifh  monks  fpeak  of  this  goVernour  and  his 
condud  vvrith  the  utmoft  difrefped:^..  They  agree 
that  his  adminiftration  was  diftingiiiftied  by  one 
aa  only  of  a  commendable  nature  ;  and  this  was 

nothing 
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nothing  more  important,  than  the  removal  of  what 
they  call  the  Staff  of  Jefus  ;  a  relique  on  which 
the  fuperfliiticTn  of  the  time  had  ftamped  an  inefti- 
mable  value,  from  the  cathedral  of  Armagh  to 
that  of  Dublin.  The  peculiar  merit  of  committing 
this  precious  depofite  to  the  care  of  the  clergy  of 
Dublin  rather  than  thofe  of  Armagh,  is  nqt  dif- 
^tindlly  explained.  PofBbly,  as  Ulfter  was  now  a 
feat  of  war,  it  was  deemed  a  place  not  of  fufficient 
fecurity  for  fo  valuable  a  treafure.  However  this 
may  be,  thefe  clerical  hiftorians  feem  to  do  injuftice 
to  the  merit  of  Fitz-Andelm,  by  paffing  over  in 
filence  another  inftance  of  his  pious  attention  to 
the  church,  that  of  founding  and  endowing  th*e 
monaftery  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  in  the  weftern 
fuburbs  of  Dublin,  ftill  knowft  by  the  name  of 
Donore*.     The  late  prelate  of  Canterbury  having 

•  The  curious  reader  is  here  reprefented  with  the  charter  ot  the 
foundation,  together  with  that  of  Henry,  in  confirmation  of  the 
grant  of  his  deputy. 

£  Rotulo  antiquo  penes  Comitem  Midiae. 

"  Wilhelmus  filius  Andelmi,  domini  regis  Dapifer,  umverfis 
Cftriili  fidelibus,  falutem.  Sciatis  me  in  praefentia  Viviani  cardi- 
nalis,  Sc  Laurentii  archiepifcopi  Dublin,  &plurimorum  epifcdporum 
Hibernise,  dediiTe  &  obtuliiTe  Deo  &  eccleiiae  beati  Thomae  Martyris 
Chrifti  nnaih  carucatum  terrse,  quas  vocatur  Dononer,  cum  mo* 
lendino  &^prato,  &  omnibus  pertinentiis  ejufdem  terrae,  tam  in 
bofco  quam  in  piano,  pro  anima  Galfridi  comitis  Andegaviae,  patris 
Henrici  regis  &  matris  ejus  imperatricis,  ic  anteceflbrum  ejus,  Sc 
proipfo  rege  HAirico  &  filiis  ejus,  inperpetuam  Sc  puram  Eleemo- 
fynam.  Quare  volS,  Sc  ex  parte  domini  regis  praecipio,  ut  quicunque 
inhpnorem  Dei*et  beati  Thomae  Martyris  Chrmi  Sc  voluntate 
dopuni  regis  Anglic  cuftos  fuerit,  omne  praedidum  tenementum 
tcneat  adeo  libere,  Sc  quiete,  Sc  honorifice,  Sc  pure,  Sc  integrc,  ficut 
aliqua  ecclefia  aliquod  tenementum  liberius  tenet,  iiifra  Angliam 
vcl  infra  Hiberniam.  Tefte  Eugenio  Midise  epifcopo,  Neemia 
epifcopo  de  Kildare,  Auguftino  Waterfordicnfi  epifcopo,  Milone  de 
Cogan,  Galfrido  de  Conftantin,  Waltero  de  Ridlesford,  Roberto  de 
Bcrmingham,  Reymundo  filio  W^ilhelmi,  Meilero  filio  Henrici,  Phi- 
lippo  le  Poher,  Roberto  de  fan£lo  Michaell,  Johanne  de  Clahull, 
Gilbert©  de  la  Warre,  Thoma  la  Matre  Andalain,  Rogcro  fratre 
Hayme,  Ricardo  de  Dere,  Wilheimo  Bermingham.V 

£x  eodem  rotulo.  ^.^^^^^^^  by CoSp' 
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juft  now  received  his  high  titles  of  faint  and  martyr 
from  Rome,  was  become  the  faftiionable  objed  of 
devotion;  and  Henry  himfelf,  with  an  affefted 
reverence  to  his  memory,  inftantly  confirmed  the 
endowment  of  Fitz-^Andelm  by  his  own  royal 
charter. 

^UT  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  in  Ireland 
required  a  chief  governour,  whofe  attention  fliould 
not  be  confined  to  the  care  of  reliques,  or  the 
founding  of  monafteries,  Hugh  de  Lacy  was 
therefore  appointed  to  this  ftation,  for  which  he 
had  already  approved  himfeif  eminently  qualified. 
A  man  well  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of 
the  country  in  which  he  was  to  prefide,  Hhe  cha-. 
•  rad:ers  of  thofe  he  was  to  govern,  the  grievances 
he  was  to  redrefs,  and  the  regularities  he  was  to 
correal 5  vigorous  in  eftabliftiing  and  extending  the 
Englifli  intereft,  wifely  providing  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  new  fettlers  by  multiplying  forts,  and  ftrength- 
ening  every  part  of  the  Englifh  territory^ aga^nft 
the  turbulence  andjealoufies  of,  thclrifti;  at  the 
fame  tinie  reftoring  thofe  of  both  nations,  who 
had  been  unjuftly  driven  from  their  lands,  and 
ading  equally  to  all,  upon  the  principles  of  a  juft 
and  generous-fpirited  adminiftration.     \ 

At 

^ "  Hcnricus,  Dei  gratia,  rex  Angliae,  dux  NorpaSdiae  ct  Acquita- 
niae  ct  comes  An^egaviae,  epifcopis,  abbatibus,  jufticiariis,  vicecomi- 
tibus,  miniftns  &  omnibus  fidelibus  fuis,  Francis,  &  Angiis,  &  Hiber- 
Jicnfibus,  falutem.  Sciatis  me  conceflilTe  &  dcdiffe,  &  praefenti  chatta 
confirmaffe  Deo  &  ecclefi2eT)eati  Thomae  Martyri^  unam  carucatam 
tcrrae  dc  Donouer  quam  Wilhelmus  filius  Andelmi  Dapifer  mens,  ex 
parte  mea  dedit  eidem  ecclefiae,  quam  idem  Wiihclimis  fundari  fecit 
ejctra  portam  occidentalem  apud  Dublia,  pro  falute  mea  &  ipfius  ic 
anteccflbrum  k  fuccefforum  mq^rum.  Quare  volo  &  firmiter  pracipio 
quod  eadcm  ecclefia  ipfam  carucatam  terrae  habeat&  tencatinliberam 
*  pcrpetuam  Eleemofynam,  bene,  &  in  pace,  &  integre,  cum  omnibus 
pertinentiis  &  libertatibus  &  liberis  confuetudinibus.  Teftibus  ipfo 
Wilhelmo  filio  Atiddmi,  Reginaldo  de  Curceny,  Hugone  de  Lafcy, 

'homaBaflet,  Roberto  de  Poher.     Apud  Qxenfordtey'l^OOQle 
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At  the  fame  time  that  the  government  of  Ireland 
was  affigned  to  Lacy,  the  king  found  himfelf  ^at 
leifure  to  make  fcveral  regulations  relative  to  this 
kingdom,  and  for  this  purpofe  he  fummoncd  the 
principal  adventurers  to  attend  him  in  England^* 
What  was  of  moft  confequence,  he  is  faid  to  have 
made  a  formal  and  folemn  appointment  of  his  foil 
John  to  the  lordfhip  of  Ireland ;  an  appointment 
which  has  been  the  fubjedtof  much  difcuflionj 
writers  of  different  parties  and  opinions  wrefting 
it  to  their  feveral  purpofes,  and  reprefenting  it  as 
might  beft  fuit  their  fpeculatipns.  As  Hoycden 
exprefles  it,  Henry  came  to  Oxford ;  and,  in  a 
general  council  held  there,  conftituted  his  fon  John 
king  in  Ireland^;  a  title  which  he  never  affumcd. 
But  however  confidently  it  may  be  aflerted  that  he 
ufcd  the  ftyle  of  lord  of  Ireland  in  confequence  of 
being  pofTcfled  of  the  crown  of  England*^,  nothing 
is  more  certain,  than  that,  during  the  life-time  both 
of  his  father  and  of  his  *  brother,  John  conftantly 
and  invariably  ufed  this  ftyle  in  all  his  public  a<as, 
by  virtue  of  the  prefent  grant.  But  although  the 
grant  was  made  in  what  the  hiftorian  calls,  "  con- 
cilium generale,"  this  affords  neither  prpof  no^- 
prefumption  that  it  was  made  by  authority^  of 
parliantient.  The  grant  to  John  appears  to  have 
been  the  free  grace  of  his  father>  without  any  foli- 
citation  of  concurrence  or  afleht ;  declared  in  a 
public  affembly,  polflbly  for  the  greater  notoriety 
and  folemnity.  The  tranfadiion  (as  the  abbot  of 
Peterborough  exprefTes  it)  was  "  coram  epifcopis 
&  princibus  terrffi/'  And  among  thefe,  feveral  lay 
lords  and  bifliops  of  Ireland  were  afTeflbrS,  if  wc 
may  beUeve  the  Iri(h  annalifts, 

Henry 
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Henhy  at  the  fame  tinje  granted  to  Milo  de 
Cogan  and  Robert  Fitz-Stephen^,  as  a  reward  of 
their  faithfu*!  fervices,  the  kingdom  of  Cork  as  it  is 
called/  from  the  river  of  Lifmore  to  the  fea,  to  be 
held  by  the  fervice  of  fixty  knights  of  himj  and  of 
/fisfffi  John,  znd  tieir  heirs,  with  an  exception  of 
the  city  of  Cork,  and  an  adjacent  diftridt,  which  the 
king  referved  to  himfelf  and  bis  heirs.     To  Here- 
bert  Fitz-Herebert  he  grartted  the   kingdom    of 
Limerick  by  the  like  tenure,  and  with  the  like 
refervation  of  the  city  of  Limerick  and  its  diftrift  ; 
to  William   Fitz-Andelme   the  greateft    part  6f^ 
Connaught ;  to  Robert  de  la  Poer  the  territory  of 
Waterford,  with  a  refervation  of  the  city  and  the 
cantred  of  the   Oftmen,  renewing  alfo  his  former 
grant  to  .  Hugh  de  Lacy  of  all   Meath,  which  he 
was  now  to  hold  of  the  king  and  of  his  fon  fobn^ 
by  the  fervice  of  one  hundred  knights. 

By  thefe  grants  it  appears  that  Henry "^  conferred 
fomething  more  upon  his  fon  than  a  mere  title  of 
honour,  or  temporary  authority  ;  fomething  per- 
manent and  hereditary.  At  the  fame  time  they 
afford  an  indifputable  proof  that  it  was  by  no  means 
his  intention  to  refign  the  entire  fovereignty  of 
Ireland,  or  to  transfer  the  rights  he  had  there  ac- 
quired, fully  and  abfolutely  to  his  fon.  His  Irifli 
fubjeds  were  to  hold  not  of  John  only  as  their 
fole  rightfiil  liege  lord,  but  6f  the  king  and  of  his 
fon  as  a  fubordinate  power  i  and  moft  of  the  lands 
and  cities  which  in  the  late  treaty  with  Roderic 
had  been  exempted  from  the  jurifdidtion  of  the 
Irifli  king,  were  now,  by  a  like  refervation,  to 
continue  as  the  immediate  demefnes  of  Henry,  in«- 
dependent  of  that  delegated  authority  which  was  to 

be 
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be  eftablifhed  in  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland.  Thefe 
grants  then  afford  a  proof  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  this  prince  that  the  heir  to  the  crown  of  England 
(hould  ever  enjoy  the  fovereignty  he  had  acquired 
in  Ireland.,  But  this  was  an  appoin  men  t  which 
did  not  derive  its 'validity  from  any  ordinance  or 
adl  of  legiflature.  Had  it  been  thus  formally 
declared  and  eftablifhed,  there  would  not  have 
been  that  danger  of  its  been  forgotten,  altered,  or 
fubverted,  which  Giraldus  cxpreiTes  in  the  reign  of 
John,  nor  any  occafion  for  preferving  a  memorial 
of  it  by  an  aijinual  tribute^, .  which  he  recommends 
to  be  carefully  exadted  for  this  purpofe. 

John  and  his  heirs,  ^t  fliould  feem,  were  by 
the  prfefent  grant  to  ftand  in  the  place  of  Roderic, 
whofe  rights  Henry  appears' by  no  means  felicitous 
to  preferve,  notwithftanding  the  formality  of  his 
ftipnlations.  He  had  good  reafon  to  conclude  that 
all  fuch  rights  or  pretenfions  muft  gradually  become 
obfolete,  as  the  Englifh  fcttlements  (hould  be 
extended  through  the  ifland  ;  and  that  John  would 
thus  become,  in  effedt,  at  Icaft,  what  Rodcric  was 
ftylcd  in  the  late  treaty,  *^Rex  fub  eo,  &  paratus 
**  ad  fervitium  fuum."  Time  and  viciffitudes 
then  unforefeen,  have  reduced  fuch  difcuflions  as 
the  prefent  to  points  of  mere  hiftorical  curiolity. 
They,  who  are  difpofed  to  give  them  greater  con- 
fequencc,  will  poflibly  find  the  idea  of  this 
tranfaftion,*  as  here  ftated,  fufficiently  fupported.ia 
the  progrefs  .of  this  hiftory . 

It  is  not  clear  by  what  right  Henry  now  dif- 
pofed of  the  fouthern  province,  and  other  parts  of 
Ireland,  or  how  thefe  late  grants  were  reconcileable 

to 
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to  the  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  Roderic.     The 
old  hiftorians  fpcak  of  them  with  the  fame   eafe 
and  indifference  with  which  they  were  made^  tnd 
with  as  little  folicitudc  to  preferve  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of   equity   and  good  faith.     But  if  Henry 
thought  it  beneath  him  to  adhere  to  his  ftipulations, 
the  Irifh  chiefs  of  Thomond  and  Defmond  were, 
on  their  parts,  •very  reludant  to  yield  up  their  ter- 
ritories at  his  demand,   though  weakened  by  their 
mutual  quarrels,  and  little  able  to  rife  up  againft 
an    Englifh  government,    which   now    promifcd 
vigour   and    abilities^.      As    Fitz-Hercbert   had 
refigned  the  grant  made  to  him  of  the  principality 
of  Limerick,  where  the  Iri(h  were  fuppofed  to  be 
moft  holtile,  i(  was  given    to    Philip  de  Braofa,  a 
man  not  much  more  difpofed   to   adventure,   but 
who  was  perfuaded  to  court  his  fortune  in  Ireland; 
and  coUpdling  a  confiderable  body   of  Welfhmen, 
defperate  in  their  fortunes,  ahd  profligate   in  their 
manners,  (fo  they  are  defcribcd)  he  embarked  with 
de  Lacy  and  the  other  lords^ ;  attended  Cogan  and 
Fitz-Stephen  into  the  fouthern  parts  of  Ireland ; 
and  as  the  city  of  Cork  was  now  poflefled  by  an 
Englifli  garrifon  commanded  by  an  Englifh  gover- 
nour,  the  new  claimants   here   found  a  kind   and 
hofpitable  reception.      But  when   they  c^me  to 
produce  their  charters  of  donation,  and  to  demand 
their  lands,  thofe  Irifti  chiefe,  who  had  npt  yet  for^ 
feited  their  rights  by  any  ad;  of  avowed  rebellion 
againft  the  power  of  Henry,  remonftrated  boldly 
againft  this  intfufion,  and  infifted  on  retaining  their 
native  poijeflions.     As.  there  was  not  on  either  fide 
fufficient  ftrength  or  confidence  to  rely  upon   the 
decifion  of  thefword,  fome  inconfiderable  hoftilitics 
werefucceeded  by  a  treaty,  in  which  both  parties 

were 
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were  obliged  to  recede  from  their  original  demands. 
The  Irifti  chiefs  oq  their  part  allowed  Cogan  and 
Fitz-Stephen  a  fettlement  in  their  country,  yielded 
to  them  feven  cantreds  of  land  (as  they  l;rere  called) 
contiguous  to  the  city ;  and  on  this  condition  were 
allowed  to  referve  the  remaining  territory,  confift- 
ing  of  twenty-four  cantreds,  to  themfelves'^.  And 
thus  having  Accommodated  their  differences  with 
an  appearance  of  mutual  amity,  Cogan  and^  Fitz- 
Stephen  led  Braofa  and  his  train  to  take  poffef- 
fion  of  their  portion.  They  marched  towards 
the  city  of  Limerick  in  military  array,  and  with 
an  appearance  fufficiently  refpeftable.  But  this 
city  was  poffcfled  by  enemies  the  moft  inveterate 
and  determined.  It  was inftantly  fet  on  fire  at  the' 
firft  approach  of  the  Englifh.  Braofa  ^yas  fliockcd 
and  confounded.  His  followers,  however  eager  to^ 
enrich  themfclves,  were  too  diflblute  and  too 
devoid  of  all  fenfe  of  military  glory  to  encounter 
danger  with  fteadinefs  and  perfeverance.  No 
pcrfuafion  could  prevail  upon  them  to  attack  an 
enemy  who  had  given  fuch  proofs  of  favage  vio- 
lence. They  retired  with  horrourj  and  fought 
their  fecurity  among  their  countrymen  in  the  city 
of  Cork. 

In  the  mean  time,  Hugh  de  Lacy  proceeded  to 
the  adminiftration  of  his  government  with  abilities 
and  vigour.  On  his  arrival  at  Dublin,  he  feems 
to  have  found  the  garrifon  confiderably  diftreffed 
for  provifions,  which  it  was  his  firft  care  to  fupply'. 
He  made  an  incurfion  into  Connaught,  fay  the  Irifli 
annalifts,  in  order  to  deftroy  the  churches  of  Clono- 
naenoife ;  which  fufficiently  marks  the  purpofc  of 
his  expedition  to  have  been  nothing  elfe  but  to  pof- 
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fefshimfelf  of  the  ftorcs  dcpofitcd  in  thefe  churches 
and  which  he  had  now  the  fandtion  of  ecclefiftical 
authority  to  take  for  their  juft  value**.  He  retired, 
fay  the  fame  annalifts,  for  fear  of  the  Irifh,  chiefs. 
Moreprobably  he  had  proceeded  Without  any  hoftiie 
intentions,  and  returned,  becaufe  he  had  obtained 
his  objed.  The  Irifli,  no  lefs  than  his  own  coun- 
trymen, had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  condudl ; 
for  his  influence,  fo  far  as  it  extended,  was  em- 
ployed in  protedling  them  from  oppofition*",  foften- 
ing  their  averfion  to  the  new  fettlers,  reconciling 
them  to  civility,  and  teaching  them  the  arts  of 
peace.  At  the  fame  time  he  was  no  Ipfs  careful  to 
guard  againft  the  infidious  and  turbulent  fpirit  of 
thefe  natives,  which  injuftice  and  oppreffion  had 
indeed  frequently  provoked,  and  which  had  fre- 
quently broken  forth  with  a  dangerous  and  deflruc- 
tive  violence.  He  ftationed  fome  of  the  bravefl 
of  the  original  adventurers  where  they  might  be 
moft  ferviceable  in  guarding  againft  incurfions. 
He  was  indefatigable  in  raifing  his  forts  in  every 
part  of  Leinfter,  as  he  had  formerly  in  Meath  ;  and 
thefe  were  entrufted  to  Englifh  lords  of  aflured 
courage  and  fidelity.  He  adminiftered  juftice  with 
lenity  and  impartiality  5  and  is  faid  to  have  fet  the 
example  of  a  politic  coalition  between  the  natives 
of  each  kingdom,  by  marrying  the  daughter  of 
Roderic  O'Connor. 

But  the  popularity  naturally  arifing  from  the 
genius  and  fpirit  of  his  adminiftration  ferved  to 
expofe  him  to  envy  and  malignity.  Doubts  and 
fufpicions  were  fuggefted  to  Henry,  and  but  too 
favourably  received^.  Hisjealoufy  of  a  powerful 
fubjedt,  which  had  operated  peculiarly  in  the  cafe 
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of  ajl  the  great  adventurers  in  Ireland,  difpofed  him 
to  apprehend  that  Lacy,  invefted  as  he  was  with  (o 
extenfive.  a  domain,  and  fuch  important  powers, 
might  fhake  off  his  allegiance,  and  erect  himfelf 
into  an  independent  fovereign.  This  lord  was 
fuddcnly  and  unexpeftedly  recalled  to  England ; 
and  John,  Conftable  of  Chefliire,  and  baron  of 
Halton  caftle,  and  Richard  de  Peach,  biftiop  of 
Coventry,  were  appointed  to  the  government  of 
Ireland,  ftrangers  to  the  country,  and  little  qua- 
lified for  this  important  truft.  Such  miftaken 
conduiSl  might  have  proved  as  prejudicial  to  the 
interefts  of  Henrji^  a^  it  was  diflionourable  to  his 
policy,  had^  not  the  ewour  been  corrected  within 
the  fhort  fpace  of  three  months.  The  readincfs 
with  which  Lacy  refigned  his  ftate,  and  appeared 
before  his  royal  mafter,  the  candid  explanation  of 
his  conduft,  and  the  convidion  which  it  afforded 
of  his  zeal  and  loyalty,  diffipated  the  fufpicionsof 
Henry  in  a  moment;  and  Lacy  was  again  remanded 
to  ^  his  government.  Robert  of  Shrewsbury,  a 
domeftic  chaplain,  in  whom  the  king  placed  pe- 
culiar confidence,  attended  him  as  a  coadjutor,  or 
rather  an  infpeftor  of  his  adtions*';  which  Lacy 
himfelf  is  faid  to  have  requefted,  that  the  king 
might  be  thus  authentically  informed  of  all  his 
conduct,  and  his  interefts  carried  on,  without  any 
interruptions  from  ignorant  or  fadious  rumour. 

In  rcfuming  hi^  governnjent,  Lacy  purfued  the 

famp  meafufes  which  had  hitherto  been  attended 

with  fuch  good  effedts;  and  while  he  was  bufily 

'  employed  in  ftrengthening  and  fettling  the  province 

of  Leinfter,  John  de  Courcey  with  equal  diligence 

''continued  to  extend  and  to  fecure  his  fettlements 

in 
o  SttniharA.  ^         t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


158      HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.    B.  L 

in  the  northern  province,  notwithftanding  the  vi- 
gourous  and  obftioate   refiftance  of  the  natives. 
They  had  taken  every  occafion  to  harrafs  and  diibcii 
him  with  the  implacable  refentment  of  men  impa- 
tient of  his   ufurpation^  and  determined  in  their 
revenge.    They  had  repeatedly  attacked,  and  claim-* 
cd  the  honour  of  defeating  him^.     Near  the  town 
of  Newry  in  particular,  a  chieftain  of  Argial  had 
provoked  his  refentment,  by  deftroying  one  of  his 
fhips,  which  had  returned  from  England  laden 
with  ftores  and  provifions,and  maflacring  the  whole 
crew.     John  inftantly  collected  a  thoufand  men, 
and^  marched  againil  the  aflaffina^  but  foon  learned 
that  this  fcheme  of  outrage  and  cruelty  was  but  a 
feint  to  draw  him  from  his  faftnefs,  and  that  the 
northern  chiefs  lay  ready  to  receive  him  at  Dundalk, 
with  an  army  of  feven  thoufand  men.     A  council 
was  held  in  this  dangerous  emergency ;  and  by  the 
advice  of.Armoric  of  St.  Laurence  (for  Courcey 
himfelf  feems  to  have  had  more  valour  than  addrefs) 
a  friar  was  employed  to  affure  the  Irifh  leaders  that 
a  reinforcement  had  lately  been  received  from  Eng- 
land, which  rendered  th*  numbers  of  their  enemy 
highly  formidable.     To  aid  this  deception,    the 
Englifh  forces  were  fo  diipofed  as  to  make  the  beft 
and  moft  alarming  appearance  in  their  march^  and 
advanced  with  every  mark  of  confidence  and  fecu- 
rity.     The  Iriih  were  thus  eflfe<ftaally  deceived,  and 
fled  with  precipitation,  till  flopped  by  a  deep  and 
rapid  river,  in  which  feveral  peri(hed.     But  as  the 
Englifh  purfued  their  advantage  with  an  inconfide- 
rate  violence,   they  turned,  and  engaging  theoir  in 
the  fury  of  defpair,  obliged  them  to  retire  with 
confidcrable  lofs ;  but  by  their  own   diforder  and 
confufion  were  unable  to  improve  their  vi^ory. 

If 
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« 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  Iriih  annalift,  dc  Courcey 
loft  on  this  occafion  fouV  hundred  and  fi/ty  of  his 
numbers'";  his  enemies,  but  .one  hundred.  Yet 
neither  this,  nor  another  adtion  ftill  more  decifive 
in  favour  of  the  Irifli,  could  force  him*  to  reHnquifh 
his  ^pofleffions.  His  progrefs  was  retarded ;  but 
his  fettlements  were  flill  maintained. 

Some  excurfions  from  Thomond  threatened  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  the  pnglifh  province'' ;  but 
were  quickly  repelled,  without  any  confiderable 
lofs.  In  Defmond  the  late  partition  of  lands  was 
ftill  maintained,  without  any  apparent  difcontent. 
In  Connaught,  the  attention  of  the  Iriih  chieftains 
was  confined  to  their  own  faftious  quarrels.  The 
fons  of  Rodcric,  thofe  implacable  difturbers  of  hi^ 
government,  had  given  a  free  courfe  to  their  brutal 
ambition,  and  converted  his  whole  territory  into 
a  fcene  of  the  moft  defperate  hoftilities"*.  No  lefs 
than  iixteen  young  lords,  heirs  of  the  ruling  families 
in  this  province,  fell  in  one  battle.  We  do  not 
leaAi  that  the  unhappy  Roderic  ever  folicited  aflift- 
ance  from  the  Englifh  government ;  though  by 
his  treaty  with  the  king  of  England,  he  was  to  be 
fupported  againft  all  his  refraftory  vaffals ;  yet  by 
tlte  puniflimcnt  inflicted  on  his  fon,  it  fecms  to 
have  been  confidered  as  odious  and  abhorrent  to 
public  virtue,  to  call  in  the  Englifh  at  all  into  the 
province,  or  to  admit  them  to  any  fliare  in  their 
difputes.  A  contrary  conduft  muft  have  evi- 
dently given  occafion  to  the  new  fcttlers  to  extend 
their  power  and  dominion.  But  the  quarrels  in 
Connaught,  by  finding  employment  %for  feveral 
turbulent  Irifh  lords,  and  preventing  them  from 
Qxaking  any  incurfioris  through  the  territories  of 

Meath^ 
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Meath,  favoured  the  immediate  objedl  of  Lacy's 
government,  that  of  improving  and  defending  the 
province  of  Leinfter,  Here  the  efFedts  of  a  wife 
and  ftrenuous  adminiftration  became  every  day 
moi^e  confpicaous,  in  the  peaceable  and  flourifhing 
fituation  of  the  vi^hole  country.  -     - 

THEW^inter  of  the  year  1181  v^as  diftinguifhed 
by  the  death  of  Laurence  O'Toole,  the  j>relate  of 
Dublin'';  a  man  held  in  high  reverence  by  his 
fuperftitious  countrymen,^  who  have  been  more 
careful  to  preferve  the  legends  of  his  pretended 
miracles,  than  the  hiftory  of  his  political  condudt. 
And  yet  we  may  colledt  from  the  fliort  and  obfcure 
memorials  of  this  period,  that  he  took  no  incon- 
fiderable  part  in  thofe  contefts  which  attended  the 
firft  eftablifhment  of  the  Englifli  power  in  his 
country.  His  father,  a  lord  of  fome  diftindion  in 
Leinfter,  had  been  obliged  to  deliver  him  in  his 
early  years  to  king  Dermod  as  an  hoftage,  by  whom 
he  was  affigned  to  the  cuftody  qf  the  abbot  of 
Glendalagh.  Thus  habituated  to  retirement  tnd 
difcipline,  he  foon  acquired  a  tafte  for  a  devotional 
and  monaftic  courfe.  His  monaftic  virtues  recom- 
mended him  to  the  high  ftation  he  enjoyed,  in 
which  the  nobility  of  his  birth,  and  fandity  of  his 
manners,  engaged  the  attention  and  refped:  of  all 
the  higher  orders  of  his  countrymen,  and  neceffarily 
involved  him  in  public  affairs.  His  teipperance 
and  purity  were  foftened  by  an  extenfive  hofpita- 
lity,  that  virtue  of  peculiar  praife  in  an  unrefined 
age  and  country.  His  guefts,  while  feafted  with 
the  utmoft  magnificence  and  liberality,  faw  the 
prelate  himfelf  adhering  to  the  *  ftridteft  rules  of 
abftinence  and  felf-denial.     The  influence  which 

he 
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he  thus  acquired,  he  is  faid  to  have  employed  not 
only  in  regulating  his^  churchy  and  governing  his 
clergy  by  the  ftridteft  difciplinCj  but  in  moderating 
and  compofing  the  diffentions  of  that  rabble  of 
Irifli  lords,  whofe  barbarous  ambition  fpread  anar- 
chy and  confufion  through  their  country.  His 
oppofition  to  the  Englifli  intereft  was  ftrcnuous  and 
determined,  fo  long  as  oppofition  could  be  made 
with  any  profpedt  of  fuccefs.  To  Roderic  he  pro- 
ved, not  only  a  wife  Gounfellor,  but  a  diligent  and 
aftive  emiffary ;  and  his  patriotic  zeal  appears  the 
more  amiable,  as  it  was  attended  with  the  mode- 
ration of  his  ecclefiaftical  charafter,  iriftead  of  being 
difgraced  by  the  treachery  and  cruelty  of  too  many 
of  his  countrymen.  His  love  of  his  own  natioa 
was  ever  predominant,  even  after  he  had  found  it 
neceflary  to  fubmit  to  Hienry.  Deeply  afFeded 
with  the  arbitrary  and  iniquitous  condudt  of  fome  , 
Englifli  governours^  he  made  a  journey  to  this 
prince,  purpofedly,  to  lay  before  him  the  injuries 
and  oppreffions  which  his  countrymen  fuftained. 
On  this  occafion  we  are  told,  that  an  extraordinary 
and  whimfical  incident  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal 
to  this  prelate.  He  was  officiating  in  the  church 
of  Canterbury,  vi^hen  a  man  of  unfound  mind, 
ftruck  fuddcnly  by  the  circumftances  of  the  place, 
the  appearance^  and  the  '  occupation  of  the  arch- 
bifliop,  fei^ed  the  thought  of  honouring  him  with 
the  crown  of  martyrdom  ;  and ,  for  this  purpofe 
affaulted  him  with  the  utmoft  violence;  nor  was 
Laurence  refcued  from  his  attack  till  he  had  been 
defperately  wounded  in  the  head.  The  wretch 
was  feized  ;  and  would  have  fufFered  capitally  for 
this  adl  of  madnefs,  had  not  the  prelate  interceded, 
and  prevailed  on  the  king  to  pardon  him.  From 
Vol.  I.  M      •  England 
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Englaod  he  ms  Aiinmofied  to  the  council  of  La- 
tcran^  in  the  year  1179,  where,  by  Henry's  pcr- 
mx&onp  be  attended ;  and  although  it  be  afferted 
that  liie  wras  bound  by  a  iokmn  oath  not  to  attempt  ^ 
any  thing  on  this  oocafion  <ieix>gacory  to  the  king's 
dignity  and  jauthority ;  ytt  he  iUU  thought  him^U* 
at  liberty  to  di^fpiay  hk  iseal  againft  the  injuftice  of 
the  £ngli(h  governours  in  Ireland,  and  made  the 
moft  aiffoAiflg  reprefentation<$  in  this  council  of  the 
wfOMp  and  calamities  of  his  countrymen.  He  is 
aHb  uid  to  hayc  fo  far  infliienced  the  fathers,  that 
ibme  decrees  i^ie  made  in  favour  of  the  Irilh 
^tion^«  But  thi$  soeal  was  fo  ofl^niive  to  Henty, 
that  he  fy^t  him  a  taandate  forbidding  hiia  to 
letum  to  his  pailoral  charge  ;  &>  that  Laurence 
died  an  cxih  in  Nocmandy^ 

He  was  fmreedbd  by  John  Comyn,  an  Eng- 
Kflunan'',  whom  Heny  nominated  to  the  clergy 
of  Dublin,  asd  wboie  ele&ion  was  ratified  by  pope 
Lucius,  with  a  confo-mation  of  the  grants  made  of 
the  rights  and  pofleflions  of  the  feef.  The  new; 
prdate  wu  ch<^n  by  the  king  as  a  n^an  addi<3;ed 
to  his  iaterefts,  and  who  promifdd  vigour  and 
abilities  no  Ids  in  temporal  ^£kirs  than  thafe  of 
his  particular  function.  Men  of  abilities^  indeed, 
both  in  Mi^ar  and  politics,  were  now  fought  out, 
and  lent  to  Iicland,  to  repdir  the  loiles  lately  iii^ 
tained  of  fome  of  the  braveftand  moft  diftingui^ifiid 

*  However  this  may  be  Laurence  was  not  inat^ent»^  to  Jus  owa 
intereilsy  and  thoie  of  his  fee;  for  he  procured  a  con£rmation  from* 
pope  Alexander  of  all  his  rights  and  pofieffions  to  him  and  kis  fuc- 
ce^ers,  by  a  brief  dated  Later  i^''  K.  Maij,Indid«  1^^  A.  H^  iS79^ 
Pontif,  20  °»®*  E  Libro  voc.  Crcd^  xnihi^  fol.  80. 
y  Girald.  Crede  mihi. 
fDat.  Vellitri,  Id.  Ap.  [flflia.  15,  1182.    Pontif.  t^-     Ibid, 
T  A.  D.  1182.  Girald.  .   r^c^n\f> 
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fed  fince  Cogan  and  Fitz-^Stcphen  enjoyed  their 
fettlements  in  Defmond.  The  latter,  though 
deeply  afie£ted  by  the  death  of  a  favourite  fon, 
feemed  to  have  the,  profpe€t  of  a  peaceaiblc  repofc 
provided  for  his  old  age.  A  general  intercourfe 
witJi  the  Irifti  natives  apparently  reconciled  him  to 
the  new  fettlers  :  he  lived  and  conforted  with  them 
« in  the  utmoil  confidence,  little  fufpedting  that 
malignity  which  lay  concealed  under  the  faireft 
appearances  of  friendfhip.  Milo  de  Cogan,  who 
had  occafion  to  hold  fome  conference  with  the 
citizens  of  Waterford,  went  toward  Lifmore,  the 
place  appointed  for  their  interview,  attended,  by 
Ralph,  another  fon  of  Fitz-Stephen^  who  liad 
married  his  daughter.  They  were,  by  appoint- 
ment, to  have  fpent  the  next  night  at  the  houfe  of 
an  Iriihman  called  Mac  Tire,  with  whom  they 
had  been  particularly  conne6ied.  But  this  wretch^ 
whcf,  at  thci  very  moment  of  his  hofpitable  invita- 
tion, harboured  the  moft  treacherous  and  bloody 
purpofe,  fell  fuddenly  upon  them  in  the  midft  of 
their  fecurity,  affaffinated  both  Cogan  and  his 
fon-in-law,  with  five  others  of  their  company, 
and  fied  to  his  countrymen  to  boaft  of  this  exploit, 
and  to  perfuade  them  to  rife  up  againft  the  fo- 
reigners. Mac-Arthy  inftantly  took  arms;  and 
renouncing  allegiance  ta  the  Englifh  govcrntneot, 
with  the  ufual  levity  of  his  countrymen,  marched 
to  Cork ;  where  Fitz-Stephen  was  obliged,  in  the 
midft  of  grief  and  confternation,  to  provide  for 
his  defence  againft  an  enemy  much  fuperior  in 
numbers,  and  obftinatcly  bent  on  his  deftrucftion* 

Raymond  Lc  Qrofs,  now  featcd  in  Wexford, 
was  not  inattentive  to  his  uncle's  danger ;  and 
contrived,  by  a  fmall  embarkation  of  chofen  troops. 
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to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  Cork  ;  and  by  the 
terrour  of  his  name,  and  the  ikill  and  vigour  of 
his  operation,  forced  the  men  of  Defmond  to  raife 
the  fiege,  and  at  length  to  fubmit  and  fuc  for  peace : 
thus  difplaying,  to  the  laft,  a  fpirit  fuperiour  to 
fhat  of  his  rival,  Hcrvey  of  Mountmorres,  Mrho 
about  this  time  engaged  in  a  religious  life,  and  hid 
himfelf  in  a  monaftery,  the  ufual  retreat  of  fpleea 
and  difappointnient.  Fitz-Stephen  was  not  fen- 
fible  of  this  important  fervice.  Grief,  vexation, 
and  fatigue,  had  proved  too  heavy  for  his  years, 
and  deprived  the  unhappy  veteran  of  his  reafon. 

To^  fupply  the  lofs  fuftained  in  Defmond,  Henry 
fent  Richard,  brother  to  the  late  Milo  de  Cogan^, 
who  led  a  chofen  body  of  forces  into  Ireland  ;  and 
was  followed  by  Philip  Barry,  another  brave  com- 
mander, with  a  hew  and  valuable  reinforcement. 
Girald  Barry,  an  ecclefiaftic,  better  known  by  the 
name  of  Cambrenfis,  attended  his  brother  Philip 
in  this  expedition,  on  whofe  abilities  Henry  had 
fuch  reliance,  that  he  entrufted  him  with  the 
tutelage  of  his  fon  John,  and  now  fent  him  to 
gain  fuch  information,  and  to  affift  in  fuch  difpo- 
fitions  as  might  be  convenient  to  this  prince, 
deftined  to  affume  the  reigns  of  government  in 
Ireland.  For  the  fame  purpofe  was  the  archbifhop 
of  Dublin  commanded  to  repair  to  his  diocefe. 

These  Englifli  ecclefiaftics  feem  to  have  pafled 
into  Ireland  with  that  fovereign  contempt  of  thofe 
with  whom  they  were  to  converfe,  and  that  per- 
fed:  convidtion  of  their  own  fuperiority,  which 
befpeak  a  contradted  mind,  and  which  a  contrafted 
mind  is  .not  careful  to  conceal.  While  Cambren- 
fis 
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fis  fecmed  defirous  to  inform  himfelf,  from  his 
Irifh  brethren,  of  the  ftate  and  circumftances  of 
their  ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  he  could  not  refrain 
from  mortifying  them  by  invidious  obfervations  on 
their  church,  which  they  were  thus  picjqued  to 
defend  and  extbl  with  greater  zeal.  They  recoun- 
ted the  illuftrious  adts  of  thofe  holy'  men,  whofc 
piety  and  learning  had  adorned  the  churcl>  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  large  catalogue  of  faints  it  had 
produced.  *^  Saints  !'*  faid  Girald,  with  the  ut- 
moft  felf-fufficiency,  *^  Yes,  you  have  your  faints  ; 
**  but  where  are  your  martyrs  ?  I  cannot  find  one 
**  Irifli  martyr  in  your  Calendar,'*  **  Alas!"  re- 
plied the  prelate  of  Cafliel,  who  probably  looked 
on  the  death  of  Becket  as  a  real  martyrdom,  *^  It 
**  muft  be  acknowledged  that  as  yfet  our  people 
**  have  not  learned  fuch  enormous  guilt,  as  to 
**  murder  god's  Ccrvants ;  but  now  that  Englifti- 
**  men  have  fettled  in  our  ifland,  and  that  Henry 
**  is  our  fovereign,  we  may  foon  expe<a  enough  of 
**  martyrs  to  take  away  this  reproach  from  our 
^'  church/' 

Arrogance  naturally  begat  hatred;,  and  re- 
crimination was  the  neceflary  confequence  of  vio- 
lent invedtives.  In  their  fynodical  meetings,  thefe 
profeffors  of  the  religion,  of  peace  were  chiefly 
employed  in  all  the  bitternefs  qf  mutual  reproach. 
The  abbot  of  Baltinglafs,  preaching  on  thefubjed; 
of  clerical  continence,  took  occafion  to  extol  the 
exemplary  chafliity  of  his  brethren,  before  they 
had  been  infedled  by  the  contagion  of  Englifli  fo- 
reigners I  and  defcribed  the  libidinous  exceffcs  of 
thefe  new  clergy,  with  an  ofFenfi^vp  acrimony.  He 
was  anfwered  by  Cambrenfis  with  ftill  greater  acri- 
mony, who,  while  he  allowed  the  praife  of  chaftity 
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to  the  Irifh  ccclcfiaftics,  charged  their  whole  order 
with  revelling,  falfliood^  barbarity,  treachery,  and 
diffimulation.  The  warmth  which  an  Iri(h  bifhop 
cxpreffed  at  fuch  virulence  ferved  but  to  excite 
the  ridicule  of  the  other  party,  who  obferved,  with 
a  contemptuous  triumph,  how  ill  fuch  fpirit  fuited 
the  effeminacy  of  his  appearance.  Contemptible 
as  fuch  altercations  may  appear,  they  had  a  dan- 
gerous influence  in  propagating  and  fomenting 
animofitics  between  two  people,  who,  circum* 
ftanced  as  they  now  were,  could  And  their  real 
intereih  only  in  a  rational  and  ecjuitable  union. 

And  as  if  all  meafures  were  to  be  taken  to 
provoke  the  Irifli  natives  to  the  utmoft"^,  Henry, 
with  an  inftability  not  very  accountable  in  fo  great 
a  character,  once  more  liftened  to  the  fuggeftions  of 
thofe  who  reprcfented  the  dangerous  power  of  his 
Irifli  vice-gcrent,  his  ambition,  and  nis  alarming 
connection  with  the  king  of  Connaught,  recalled 
Lacy  from  his  government,  and  appointed  for  his 
fucceffor  Philip  de  Braofa,  or  Philip  of  Worccfter 
as  he  is  called,  a  man  wh6fe  fole  objeft  was  to 
enrich  himfelf  by  plunder  and  oppreflion.  His 
firft  aft  of  power  was  to  wreftfome  valuable  lands 
from  proprietors  who  had  purchafed  of  Lacy  under 
pretence  of  appointing  them  fot  the  king's  provi^ 
lions.  He  marched  through  diflnsrent  parts  of  the 
kingdom  with  a  formidable  body  of  troops,  enfor^ 
cing  his  exadtions  with  the  utmoft  vigour.  At 
Armagh  he  fpcnt  fix  days  feafting  and  revelling  in 
mid-lent,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  this  feat  of  piety, 
and  extorting  money  .from  the  clergy  with  the 
moft  unrelenting  feverity.  In  vain  did  the  fufferers 
plead,  that  by  the  articles  of  the  fynod  of  Cafliel 
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they  were  exempt  from  miKtary  exadions ;  they 
had  no  refource  but  to  denounce  the  judgments  of 
Heaven  againft  their  ravager*  A  fudden  fit  of 
ficknefs,  which  feized  him  at  his  departure,  was 
confidently  declared  to  he  thecflFc€t  of  fuch  denun- 
ciations. An  accidental  fire  in  the  quarters  of 
Hugh  Tirrel,  one  of  his  attendants,  was  converted 
into  a  miraculous  pumfhment  of  his  facrilege,  in 
robbing  one  of  the  religious  houfes  of  their  furnace. 
This  ignorant  fuperftition-  fcrved  to  confirm  thc^ 
prejudices,  and  enllame  the  averfion  of  the  natives ; 
encouraging  them  to  hope,  that  they  ftiould  ftill 
find  fome  favourable  occafion  to  exterminate  thofe, 
who  were  the  declared  objedte  of  Divine  wrath. 

But  the  power  which  Philip  cxercifed  with  fuch 
odious  violence  was  not  of  long  duration;  for  prince 
John  now""  prepared  to  exercife  that  authority  in 
Ireland,  which  Henry's  late  donation  had  conferred 
upon  him.  He  received  the  order  of  knighthood 
from  his  father's  hand ;  and  a  fplendid  train  was 
provided  to  attend  him  to  his  feat  of  government. 
The  Roman  pontiiF",  who  aiTumed  the  right  of 
creating  kings,  is  faid  to  have  formerly  given 
Henry  his  permiffion  to  appoint  which  ever  of  his 
fons  he  ftiould  chufe  king  of  Ireland ;  and  no^  the 
fame  ridiculous  arrogance  was  repeated,  under  the 
pretence  of  favour  and  indulgence  to  the  Englifli 
monarch,  although  he  had  but  juft  refufed  to  go 
to  the  Holy  Land,  at  the  urgent  inftanccs  of  the 
pope,  A  legate  was  fent  to  England,  who  made 
a  gracious  tender  of  his  fervices  to  wait  on  the 
prince,  and  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  his  coro^ 
nation  in  Ireland ;  prefenting  him  at  the  fame 
time  with  a  curious  diadem  of  peacock's  feathers, 
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hallowed  by  the  benedidion  of  the  fovereign  pon^ 
tiiF.  But  Henry,  who  pbfBbly  diflik^ed  this  officious 
interference  of  the  pope,  when  it  was  not  neceflary 
to  his  pqrpofes,  and  poffibly  apprehended,  that  too 
great  exaltation  might  encourage  his  young  fon  to 
lubh  adls  pf  difobedienc^  as  he  had  already  expe- 
rienced in  hi3  family,  declined  this  gracious  offer®, 
and  fent  John  to  his  government  without  any  addi-r 
tional  title  or  peremonial,  but  with  a  confiderabl^ 
force,  and  a  magnificent  atten^ai^ce, 

A  CQMPANY  of  gallant  Nprn^ans,  in  the  pride 
of  youth,  luxurious  and  infolent,  formed  the  fplen- 
did  and  the  favourite  par^  of  this  prince's  train, 
and  were  followed  by  a  number  of  Englifhmen, 
grangers  to  .the  country  they  were  to  vifit,  defpe- 
fate  in  their  fortunes,  the  confequence  of  a  life  of 
profligacy,  and  filled  with  vafl  expeftations  of  ad- 
vantage from  their  prefent  fervice.  Thofe  hardy 
Welfhmen,  who  had  firft  adventured  into  Ireland, 
and  now  attended  %o  do  homage  to  prince  John, 
were  but  difagreeable  mates  to  his  gay  courtiers  ; 
por  had  the  young  prince  fufficient  judgment  and 
experience  to  treat  them  with  due  attention"^. 
Glanville,  a  fage  and  eminent  lawyer,  had  been 
fent  by  Henry  to  affifl  and  dired:  his  fon.  Several 
grave  ecclefiaflics  were  alfq  appointed  to  accom- 
pany him ;  and  among  thefe  Cambrenfis,  who  had 
acquired  fome  knowledge  of  the  fla^e  of  Ireland, 
and  returned  in  prder  to  attend  his  mafler.  But 
men  of  fage  and  reverend  charaders  were  confideN 
cd  only  as  the  formal  appendages  pf  a  court,  where 
a  prince,  yet  in  his  boyifh  years,  was  engroffed  by- 
young  affociates,  who  flattered  his  levity,  and  pro- 
vided for  his  pleafures.     The  whole  affembly  erpr 
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barked  in  a  fleet  of  fixty  fhips,  and  arrived  at 
Waterford  after  a  pj-ofpcrous  voyage,  filling  th? 
whole  country  round  with  furprize  and  expectation. 

The  fanae  of  this  embarkation  had  a  happy  in-^ 
fluence  upon  the  Irifli  chieftains^,  of  whom  fe- 
veral,  the  moft  refraiStory,  now  determined  to  do 
homage  to  the  king's  fon,  terrified  by  the  magni- 
ficent reprefentations  of  his  force,  and  reconciled 
tofubmiflion  by  the  dignity  of  his  birth  and  ftation. 
But  thofe  native  lords  of  Leinfter,  who  had  ever 
adhered  to  the  Englifli  government,  were  tht  firfl 
to  pay  their  duty  to  the  prince,  and  to  congratulate 
his  arrival.  They  quickly  flocked  to  Waterford, 
and  exhibited  a  fpedlacle  to  the  Norman  courtiers, 
which  rould  not  fail  to  provoke  their  contempt 
and  ridicule.  They  faw  men  cloathed  in  2t  manner 
totally  different  from  their  own,  with  hair  of  a 
different  form,  bufliy  beards,  and  all  the  marks  of 
what  they  readily  pronounced  to  be  rudenefs  and 
barbarifm.  Thefe  unfafliionable  figures,  who 
neither  fpake  their  language,  nor  were  acquainted 
with  their  manners,  advanced  with  great  eafe 
through  the  glittering  circle,  and,  according  to 
their  own  cuftoma  and  notions  of  refpeft,  attemp- 
ted to  kifs  the  young  prince.  His  attendants 
ftcpped  in,  and  prevented  this  horrid  violation  of 
decorum,  by  rudely  thrufl:ing  away  the  Irifli  lords. 
The  whole  aflembly  burfl:  into  peals  of  laughter, 
plucked  the  beards,  and  committed  various  per- 
gonal indignities  upon  their  guefts  and  allies,  to 
demonfl:rate  their  own  fuperior  elegance  of  man- 
ners, and  gratify  the  childifli  petulance  of  their 
mafter.  Such  were  the  tempers  and  undeirfl:andings 
that  were    to  regqlate  the  afiairs  of  a  difordered 
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kingdom,  to  protCiSt  their  adherents,  to  conciliate 
the  unfriendly,  and  to  redpce  the  difobedient^ 

The  Irifli  lords,  amidft  all  this  difgufting  plain- 
nefs  and  novelty  of  appearance,  were  fpirited  and 
proud ;  tenacious  of  their  ilate,  and  of  all  men 
moft  impatient  of  the  flighted  mark  of  con  tempt''. 
They  turned  their  backs  upon  the  court,  boiling 
with  indignation  j  they  met  others  of  their  coun- 
trymen haftening  to  the  prince ;  they  related  the 
manner  of  their  own  reception  ;  they  enflamed 
them  to  the  highefl:  pitch  of  refentment;  they 
returned  to  their  habitations,  collected  their  fami- 
lies and  fubfbtnce,  and  repairing,  fome  to  the  chiefs 
of  Connaught,  others  to  thofe  of  Thomond  and 
Defmond,  enlarged  on  the  indignities  they  had 
fuftained,  expreffed  their  own  determined  purpofe 
of  revenge,  entreated  the  more  powerful  lords  to 
unite  bravely  againft  an  enemy  poflefled  with  an 
obftinate  and  implacable  averfion  to  their  w^iole 
nation,  in  defpit?  of  every  conccffion  or  fubmiflion  j 
requeuing  them  ferioufly  to  confider  what  treat-- 
ment  they  were  to  expe<ft  who  had  difcovered  any 
reludance  in  yielding  to  the  Engliih  invaders, 
when  thofe  wno  had  been  the  firfl:  to  fubmit, 
found  ibeir  fervices  repaid  with  contemptuous  in- 
folence  and  outrage.  The  flame  was  readily  caught. 
The  chieftains  agreed,  inftcad  of  proceeding  to  do 
homage  to  prince  John,  to  forget  their  private 
animofities,  to  unite  in  fupport  of  their  inde- 
pendence, and  to  bind  themfelves  in  folemn  league 
to  exert  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  free  their  coun- 
try from  thefe  imperious  foreigners. 

To  enflame  this  dangerous  fpirit  yet  further, 
the  attendants  of  prince  John  thought  themfelves 
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every  where  privileged  to  harrafs  and  opprefs. 
Even  in  the  maritime  towns,  which  king  Henry 
had  peculiarly  referved  to  himfelf,  new  grants  were 
pretended,  and  new  claims  advanced  againft  the 
citizens,  to  deprive  them  of  their  pofleflions ;  fo 
that,  inftead  of  doing  martial  (ervice,  thefe  veterans 
were  wholly  engaged  in  vexatious  litigation,  to 
guard  againft  the  attempts  of  rapacioufnefs  and 
fraud.  The  Iriflimen  who  had  peaceably  fubmit- 
tcd  to  live  under  Englifh  lords,  and  held  the  lands 
afligned  to  them  for  their  fervices  by  Englifh  te- 
nures, were  treated  with  ftill  lefs  referve.  They 
were  at  once  driven  from  their  fettlements  with 
the  moft  difdainful  infolence,  to  make  way  for 
thefe  luxurious  courtiers,  or  their  minionsf  They 
fled  to  the  enemy  with  the  moft  rancourous  averfion 
to  their  oppreflors;  informed  them  ,  of  the  fitua- 
tion  and  circumftances  of  the  Englifli  fettlements  ; 
taught  them  thofe  arts  of  war  which  they  had 
learned  by  a  long  intercourfe  with  the  foreigners, 
and  dire<fted  where  their  attacks  might  be  moft 
cfFe<ftual  and  diftreffirig.  ^ 

While  theftormofwar  was  thus  collefting, 
John  kept  his  ftate  in  idle  pomp,  and  his  attendants 
indulged  in  their  ufual  exceflfes^.  The  clergy  foli- 
cited  for  grants  to  the  church  ;  the  foldiers  urged 
the  neceffity  of  defence.  The  religious  houfe  of 
Saint  Thomas  the  Martyr  received  additional  do- 
nations ;  and  three  caftles  were  ordered  to  be  raifed 
at  Tipperary,  Ardfinnin,  and  Lifmore,  as  a  kind 
of  barrier  to  the  Englifh  province.  But  the  noifc 
of  infurredtion  foon  became  terrible  to  this  young 
prince  and  hi^  luxurious  train.  The  alarm  of  hof- 
tilities  and  difaftejrs  poured  in  from  every  quarter. 

The 
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The  lately  eredled  caftles,  and  other  places  of 
ftrength  occupied  by  the  Englifh,  were  fuddenly 
attacked.  At  Lifmore,  Robert  Barry  was  furprized 
and  flain  with  his  whole  troop;  Ardfinnin  was^ 
attacked  by  the  prince  of  Limerick ;  the  garrifon 
feduced  into  an  ambufti  by  the  hopes  of  prey,  and 
put  to  the  fword  without  mercy.  The  brave  Ro- 
bert de  la  Poer  was  furprized  and  flain  in  Oflbry^ 
Canton  and  Fitz-Hugh,  two  other  Englifli  lords 
of  diftinguiflied  valour,  met  with  the  fame  fate  in 
their  different  quarters.  Mac- Ar thy  of  Defmond 
marched  againft  Cork ;  but  was  boldly  oppofed  by 
Theobald  Fitz- Walter,  who  had  accompanied 
Fitz-Andejni  into  Ireland,  and  proved  the  founder 
of  the  noble  houfe  of  Ormond.  He  is  faid  to 
have  fuddenly  attacked  the  Irifli  prince  while  in 
conference  with  certain  men  of  Cork  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  town,  and  to  have  flain  him  with 
his  whole  party.  Such  multiplied  iricurfions  could 
not  but  afl:oni{h  and  confound  the  Englifli  govern- 
jiient.  The  land  was  laid  wafl:e  j;  lamentations 
were  every  where  heard,  and  afFedting  reports  every 
day  received  of  fome  cafna^e  or  commotion.  Even 
in  Meath,  which  the  wife  precautions  of  de  Lracy 
had  apparently  fecured  from  danger,  a  defperatcj 
inroad  threatened  to  lay  wafl:e  the  whole  difl:ri(a:j| 
and  was  with  difficulty  repelled  by  William  Petit> 
a  brave  commander,  who  fent  the  heads  of  on^ 
hundred  of  the  invaders  to  Dublin.  The  only 
vigorous  oppofition  to  thefe  incurfions  was  mad^ 
by  the  original  adventurers ;  for  the  Englifli  forces,, 
which  had  lately  arrived,  were  little  accuftomed 
t6  fuch  kind  of  war  ;  nor  were  the  heavy  arms  of 
a  Norman  knight  well  calculated  to  repel  thefe 
fudden  and  defultory  attacks,  much  lefs  to  purfue 
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an  enemy  into  their  woods  and  morafles,  who 
difappeared  as  foon  as  they  had  executed  their  im- 
mediate purpofe.  After  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts 
againft  their  invaders,  thefe  gay  foldiers,  Smarting 
with  lofs  and  difgrace,  Ihrunk  into  their  fortified 
towns,  where  they  lived  in  riot,  while  the  open 
coujitry  was  a  fcene  of  havock  and  confufion. 
Tillage  and  cultivation  were  entirely  at  an  end. 
The  improvident  young  prince  had  laviflied  the 
fums  appointed  to  pay  his  army  i  fo  that  a  dreadful 
dearth  of  provifion  threatened  to  follow  clofe  upon 
profufenefs,  war,  and  luxury. 

Eight  months  of  diforder  had  elapfed,  before 
Henry  was  fully  informed  of  the  dangerous  fitu- 
ation  of  his  Irife  interefts,  and  determined  to  recal 
young  John  from  a  government  fo  weakly  and 
wantonly  adminiftered.  The  king  had  about  this 
time  been  unhappily  deprived  of  the  fervices  of 
Hugh  de  Lacy"^,  The  late  incurfjons  into  Meath 
had  not  been  repeHed  without  confiderable  damage 
to  his  lands,  which,  when  the  country  had  been 
once  compofed,  he  was  indefatigable  in  repairing. 
He  proceeded  without  delay  to  rebuild  the  old, 
and  to  ere(ft  new  forts,  in  every  fituation  which 
required  ftrength.  Earneftly  intent  on  thefe  im- 
portant works,  his  cuftom  was  to  overfee  the  la- 
bourers, among  whom  were  many  of  his  Irifh 
tenants,  to  point  out  their  bufinefs,  and  oftentimes 
to  labour  in  the^renches  with  his  own  hands,  for 
their  greater  encouragement  and  diredlion .  One  of 
thefe  forts  he  was  proceeding  to  ered:  at  Dorrowe°, 
or  Derwarth,  as  the  hiftorians  call  the  place,  upon 
the  fite  of  a  venerable  abbey.  The  Irifli  were 
fhocked  at  fuch  profanation  of  this  ancient  feat  of 
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devotion^  a  reiidence  of  one  of  their  mod  renowned 
faints  ;  and  the  hatred  of  their  invader^  enflamed 
by  this  fuperftition,  operated  upon  one  of  the 
workmco  even  to  a  degree  of  phrcnzy.  He  feized 
the  moment  when  Lacy  was  femployed  in  the  tren-* 
ches ;  and  as  he  {looped  down  to  explain  his  orders^ 
drew  out  his  battle-ax,  which  had  been  concealed 
under  his  long  mantle,  and  at  one  vigorous  blow 
fmote  off  his  head.  He  was  too  much  favoured 
by  his  countrymen  not  to  cfFeft  his  efcape.  The 
flame  of  infurredion  was  inftantly  re-*kiadled  in 
Meath.  The  news  of  Lacy's  death  was  eagerly 
fpread  abroad,  and  joyfully  received**.  The  igno-* 
,  rant  clergy  reprefented  it  as  an ,  zQ:  of  vengeance 
executed  by  the  holy  Kolomb*-kill  on  this  facrile-. 
gious  ufurper  of  his  abbey,  and  ravager  of  Iri(h 
churches:  The  people  were  thus  taught  to  exult 
and  triumph  in  this  tre^acherous  aflaflination  ;  and 
the  Irifh  infurgcnts  of  all  parts  were  confirmed 
and  encouraged  in  their  hoflile  purpoies^.  As  the 
robufl:  and  boifterous  valour  of  de  Courcey  ieemed 
to  be  Henry's  beft  refource  in  this  dangerous  iitu-« 
ation  of  affairs,  he  was  entruflcd  with  the  Irifh 
government ;  and  John  returned  to  England  with 
his  giddy  train*^,  who  feemed  pleafed  to  efcape  from 
a  country  of  turbulence  and  danger^ 

De  Courcey  thus  left  with  the  old  adventu« 
rers,  proceeded  to  the  bulinefs  of  war,  for  which 
he  was  beft  calculated,  with  indi^tigable  vigour* 
In  conjunftion  with  young  Lacy,  fon  to  the  late 
lord,  he  is  O^id  to  have  taken  fevore  vengeance  for 
the  murder  of  his  gallant  countiyman^.  He  kept 
his  forces  in  continual  w£^n,  repelling  his  inva«» 

ders 
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dcrst  and  tcrrifyine  them  by  the  fame  of  his  volour 
and  the  fpirit  of  his  operations.  And  in,  this  de«* 
fenfive  war  (for  to  fuch  was  he  reduced)  many 
circumftances  concurred  to  favour  him,  and  to 
prcfcrve  the  Englifh  power  from  that  total  extir- 
pation with  which  it  had  been  lately  threatened. 
The  native  Irifti,  in  all  the  mifchiefs  they  had 
wrought,  ad«d  _from  fudden  fits  of  paflion  and 
violence,  which  time  naturally  allayed.  Their 
national  pride  ilill  made  them  too  infenfible  to  the 
progrcfs  of  the  £ngli/b,  and  the  real  confcquence 
of  their  fettlements,  even  at  the  very  time  when 
they  vowed  the  rooft  defpcrate  attempts  againft 
them«  They,  who  in  the  provinces  moft  diftant 
from  the  feat  of  Englifli  government**,  felt  leaft 
/rom  their  invaders,  ^n  forgot  the  common  dan- 
ger, when  not  immediately  impending,  and  turned 
their  attention  to  thofe  particular  quarrels  which 
ftill  raged  among  themfclves.  In  the  northern 
parts  of  Ireland,  inftead  of  bending  their  whole 
force  againft  the  Englifli  fettlements,  the  chiefs 
were  engaged  in  the  bloodieft  hoftilities  againft  each 
other.  In  Connaught,  the  rebellious  fons  of  Ro- 
deric  at  length  prevailed,  depofed  the  unhappy 
father,  and  obliged  him  to  feek  refuge  from  a  life 
of* turbulence  and  vexation »  in  the  venerable  mo- 
naftery  of  Cong.  Old  claims  to  the  nominal  fo- 
vcrcignty  o£ Ireland  were  revived^ .  One  pretender 
r  $  of  the  O'Loughlan  family  was  depofed  1  another 
f  focceededi^  ifaded  his  fliort  career  in  a  violent  death, 
tfidibii  liiM  Avai  reft;ored ;  but  falling  in  a  fkirmifli 
with  onwt^  the  Engliflh  garrifbns  of  Uifter,  left 
the  fii^il^  6hjc£k  of  difpute»to  produce  new  difor- 
dcrs.  Factions  and  local  feuds  were  thus  multi- 
plied'' i  aad  in  the  rage  of  jealoufy  and  revenge, 
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the  weaker  party  fometimes  fought  afliftance  even 
in  the  Englifh  fettlements« 

De  Courcey  was  thus  better  enabled  to  fup- 
port  his  government  againft  a  divided  and  diftradted 
enemy.  But  of  a  temper  too  bold  and  violent  to 
be  long  contented  with  adting  on  the  defenfive^  he 
refolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  difordered 
province  of  Connaughf^.  He  collected  his  braveft 
knights,  and  the  moft  confiderabk  part  of  his 
Englifh  forces, '  and  marched  with  more  valour  than 
circumfpedlion,  into  a  country  where  he  expedted 
a  complete  conqueft,  without  rcfiftance.  He  foon 
learned,  however,  ^  that  Connor  Moienmoy,  the 
reigning  fon  of  Roderic,  and  O'Brien,  the  Munfter 
prince,  were  preparing  to  attack  him  with  num- 
bers much  fuperiour  to  his  own,  and  confiderably 
improved  both  in  arms  and  difcipline^  by  their  con-» 
tefts  and  intercourfe  with  the  Englifh.  De  Courcey 
was  at  once  determined,  by  this  alarming  intelli-' 
gence,  to  put  an  end  to  his  rafh  adventure,  by  a 
fpeedy  retreat  into  Ulfler.'  But  fcarcely  had  he 
proceeded  to  the  execution  of  his  purpofe,  when 
he  was  informed  that  another  powerful  army  lay 
in  an  advantageous  lituation^  ready  to  oppofehis 
progrefs.  He  returned  to  his  former  camp,  when 
the  confederate  army  of  Connaught  and  Thomond 
immediately  appeared^  and  threatened  to  over- 
whelm him.  The  courage  of  the  Englifh  was 
here  put  to  a  fevere  trial.  The  enemy  prefl  upon 
them;  nor  did  they  repel  their  repeated  aflaults 
without  confiderable  lofs.  Their  only  hopes  were 
to  fecure  a  retreat;  and  in  forcing  their  way 
through  the  Irifh  army,  feveral  of  their  brave 
knights  were  flaughtered ;  a  retreat,  however,  was 
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cffeifled ;  and  the  enemy  were  contented  with  the 
glory  of  driving  de  Courcey  from  the  province* 

This  difgrace  of  the  Englifli  arms  (for  fuch  it 
was  efteemed  by  thofe  who  were  not  judges  of  the 
merit  of  this  retreat^)  encouraged  the  chieftains  of 
Ulfter  and  Argial  to  attack  the  Englifli  fettlements 
in  their  territories.  A  furvivor  of  the  family  of 
O'Loughlan  fell  in  his  raih  attempt  on  one  of  the 
garrifons  ofU|fter.  O'Carrol,  the  Irifli  prince  of 
Argial,  Was  defeated  in  a  like  attacks  and  the 
chieftain  of  Fermanagh,  his  aflbciate,  flain  in  the 
purfuit*  To  fupprcfs  thefe  petty  commotions,  de 
Courcey  marched  once  more  into  Ulfter  \  ftormed 
and  burned  the  town  of  Armagh,  where  his  ene- 
mies had  aflembled,  terrified  them  by  the  violence 
of  his  execution,  and  re-eftabliflied  an  appearance 
of  tranquility  through  the  whole  province,  without 
any  oppofition  from  his  enemies  of  Connaught* 
Here  Connor  Moienmoy  fell  by  the  hand  of  an 
aflaffin  hired  by  his  own  ambitious  brother.  This 
brother  was  flain  in  revenge  by  a  Ton' of  Connor  ; 
and  the  province  once  more  involved  in  anarchy 
and  flaughter,  the  dreadful  confequences  of  unna- 
tural rebellion  among  the  fons  of  Roderic.  And 
thus  by  his  own  vigour,  and  the  difl!entions  of  his 
enemies,  John  de  Courcey  was  enabled  to  main- 
tain the  authority  of  Englifh  government;  and  to 
fupport  the  acquifitions  already  made  in  Ireland  by 
vigilance  and  courage,  though  not  to  extend  them 
by  reconciling  thofe  who  fubmitted  with  a  fuUen 
rancour,  or  fubduing  the  more  open  and  avowed 
contemners  of  his  authority. 

Such  was  the  fituation   of  affairs  in  Ireland, 

when  Henry  the  fecond,  harraffed  by  the  treachery 
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of  his  vaffals,  the  machinations  of  France,  and  the 
difobedience  and  revolt  of  his  fons,  funk  under 
thofe  accumulated  vexations  which  he  had  fo  long 
fupported  with  magnanimity  and  vigour,  and  died 
at  Chinon,  in  July  of  the  year  11 89;  a  prince, 
whom  impartial  judgment  and  refledion  muft  rank 
among  the  firft  characters  of  hiftory.  They  who 
conceive  that  rightful  power  muft  ever  have  a  pure 
and  rightful  origin,  have  been  at  confiderable  pains 
to  defend  his  invafion  of  Ireland  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice  ;  and  have  fupported  his  claims  to 
the  fovereignty  of  this  country  with  a  ferioufnefs 
and  folemnity  as  ridiculous  as  the  pains  which  their 
antagonifts  have  taken  to  invalidate  them.  Henry 
himfelf  was  too  difcerning  to  ranfack  the  fubulous 
hiftories  of  Britain,  or  the  forged  annals  of  the 
Saxon  reigns,  or  to  recur  to  the  formal  donations 
of  the  pope,  for  any  other  purpofe  but. to  give 
his  enterprize  fome  colour  of  pretence,  or  fome 
degree  of  plaufibility  with  the  vulgar,  the  preju- 
diced, and  the  fuperftitious.  But  whatever  were 
the  original  pretences  of  his  enterprize,  the  ambi- 
tion of  his  youth  and  profperity  would  have  proved 
of  fingular  advantage  to  a  difordered  pation,  had 
the  incidents  of  his  reign  permitted  him  to  effed: 
a  real  conqueft,  and  of  confequence  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  wife  and  equitable  form  of  government 
in  Ireland. 

Circumstanced  as  he  was,  upon  the  firft 
application  of  the  Leinftcr  prince,  Ithe  only  pru- 
dent meafure  he  could  have  taken,  was  to  encou- 
rage private  adventurers  to  court  their  fortune  in 
his  fervice.  Their  rapid  progrefs  might,  in  time, 
have  completed  the  fubjedion  of  the  whole  country. 
But  the   acquifitLon  would  have  been  their  own. 

The 
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The  policy  of  Henry  is  therefore,  not  impeached 
by  difcouraging  and  controuling  them.  His  perfonal 
appearance  in  Ireland  promifed  a  fpeedier  and  more 
eflfedtual  eftablifhment  of  his  dominion,  had  he. 
been  fufFered  to  continue  there.  Nor  can  we 
refled:,  without  indignation,  that  a  prince,  of  fuch 
abilities  as  Henry,  was  diverted  from  a  purpofe  of 
fuch  real  moment,  by  the  contemptible  infolence  of 
a  pope,  and  the  difobedience  of  an  ungrateful  fon. 
The  meafureshe  purfued,in  confequence  of  this  fatal 
interruption,  were  thofe  of  good  policy  controuled 
by  neceffity ;  but  fuch  ^s  neither  tended  to  allay 
his  jealoufy  of  the  growing  power  of  his  vaflals, 
nor  yet  to  advance  the  progrefs  of  their  arms. 
Extenfive  grants  and  privileges,  neceflary  as  they 
might  have  been,  tended  to  create  independence. 
A  change  of  deputies,  and  a  fucceffion  of  new 
fettlers,  raifed  jealoufies  and  animofities  between 
the  Englifti  themfelves.  The  original  adventurers 
were  piqued  at  the  partiality  (hewn  to  the  new 
fetders ;  the  new  fettlers  enyicd  the  original 
adventurers;  and  the  confequence  might  have 
proved  fatal,  had  not  their  enemies  been  ftill  more 
difunited.  The  very  terms  of  his  treaty  with 
Roderic  O'Connor  fhew,  that  Hqnry  was  obliged 
to  yield  to  the  neceflity  of  his  affairs,  and  to 
accommodate  the  tranfacftions  in  Ireland  to  his  more 
prefling  interefts.  At  leaft,  it  is  more  honourable 
to  his  policy,  to  fuppofe  that  his  original  purpofe 
was  fomething  of  greater  value  than  to  acquire  a 
fovereignty  marked  by  nothing  but  a  formalhomage, 
and  an  inconfiderable  tribute. 

Cambrensis  calls  his  hiftory.of  the  tranfadions 
now  related,  that  of  the  Conqueft  of  Ireland ;  a 
rididilous  flattery  of  his  mafler  Henry,  which  has 
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frequently  been  echoed  by  fucceeding  writers.  The 
court  chaplain  of  the  twelfth  century  may  be 
pardoned  ;  but  when  the  profeflbr  of  laws  in  the 
eighteenth,  aflerts  in  form,  that  Ireland  was  con- 
quered by  Henry  the  fecond,  and  hence  proceeds 
to  eftablifli  the  formidable  rights  of  conqueft,  it 
may  not  be  impertinent  to  ftate  the  real  matter  of 
faift.     And  thus  it  feems  to  be. 

'  Some  Englifli  lords,  with  their  vaffals,  engage 
in  the  fervice  of  an  exiled  prince  in  one  of  the 
Irifh  provinces.  They  have  towns  and  lands  af- 
ligned  to  them  for  their  fervice,  in  affifting  him  to 
recover  his  dominions.  They  refign  their  acqui- 
fitions  to  Henry,  and  are  again  invefted  with  mofl 
of  them,  which  they  confent  to  hold  as  his  liege 
fubjedts,  by  tlie  ufual  Englifli  tenures.  Henry,  on 
his  part,  promifing  that  thefe  his  fubjeds,  in  their 
new  fettlement,  fliall,  with  all  their  dependencies, 
enjoy  the  advantage  of  their  old  con^itution,  and 
be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England.  Several  of 
the  Irifli  chiefs  alfo  fubmit  to  pay  homage  ,and 
tribute  to  Henry  ;  and  in  confequence  of  their 
ceffions  receive  his  promife  to  enjoy  their  other 
rights  and  privileges.  Roderic,  who  claims  a 
fuperiority  over  the  others,  after  having  bidden 
defiance  to  the  Englifli  monarch  for  a  while,  at 
length,  by  a  treaty  regularly  conduced  and  exe- 
cuted, engages  on  his  part  to  become  his  liege-man, 
and  to  pay  him  tribute  ;  on  which  condition  it  is 
exprefsly  ftipulated  that  he  fliall  enjoy  his  rights, 
lands,  and  Sovereignties,  as  fully  as  before  the 
king  of  England  ever  appeared,  or  interfered  in 
Ireland.  No  contracts  could  be  more  explicitly 
or  precifely  afcertained.  Accordingly,  the  Englifh 
adventurers  govern  their  diftridt  by  their  own  mo- 
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del ;  the  native  chiefs,  though  far  the  greater  part 
of  Ireland,  a<a  independently  of  the  Englifti  go- 
vernment ;  make  war  and  peace,  enter  into  leagues 
and  treaties  amongft  each  other;  punifli  malefac- 
tors, and  govern  by  their  own  antient  laws  and 
cuftoms.  It  requires  but  a  moderate  attention  to 
the  records  of  thefe  times,  to  know  what  degree 
of  real  power  Henry  acquired  in  Ireland  ;  and  but 
a  moderate  fkill  in  politics  to  decide  what  rights 
he  acquired  either  over  the  Englifli  adventurers,  or 
the  rrative  Irifh,  by  his  federal  tranfadtions  with 
each  ;  whether  we  confider  the  grounds  of  his 
invafion,  or  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  fub- 
miffions,  or  the  purport  of  his  ftipulations. 

Richard,  on  his  acpeflion  to  the  throne  of 
England,  was  too  much  engaged,  by  more  brilliant 
objedls,  to  enquire  minutely  into  the  royal  claims 
in  Ireland  ;  and  109  indulgent  to  his  brother  John 
to  queftion  the  power  and*'  authority  he  derived 
from  his  father's  grant,  and  exercifed  in  this  coun- 
try*^. The  ftyle  which  John  now  aflumed  was 
that  of  John  earl  of  Moreton,  and  lord  of  Ireland. 
By  this  latter  title  he  had  formerly  granted  lands 
to  the  mohaftery  of  Saint  Thomas  the  Martyr  at 
Donoure,  as  well  as  the  cuftoms  of  beer  and  mead, 
which,  as  it  is  expreffed  in  the  charter,  he  ufed  to 
receive  from  the  publicans  of  Dublin".  And  one 
of  the  firft  afts  of  authority  which  he  now  exer- 
cifed, was  to  grant  to  this  religious  houfe  a  tenth 
of  the  revenue  of  Ais  city  of  Dublin,  as  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  called*  By  another  charter  it  was  invefted 
with  feveral  privileges  and  pofleflions,  with  immu- 
nities from  all  exadtions  and  fecular  fervices^, 
excepting   only — m    Aits    qu<e  ad  reglam  coronam 
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pertinent  I  with  a  power  of  holding  a  court  for 
all  pleas  and  complaints,  nifi  de  hits  qua  ad  regiam 
coronam  fpeSiaverint.  To  the  city  of  Dublin  he 
granted  franchifcs  and  liberties,  to  be  held  of  him 
and  his  heirs*'.  He  granted  lands  to  be  held  by 
knights  fervice,  of  him  and  his  heirs,  wijh  liberties 
and  free  cuftoms,  and  with  a  refervation  of  church- 
lands,  donations  of  biflioprics  and  abbies,  and 
pleas  belonging  to  the  crown.  He  confirmed  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  abbot  of  Glendalagh,  and 
united  the  fee  of  Glendalagh  to  that  of  Dublin. 
The  deputies  appointed  to  govern  in  Ireland,  during 
the  reign  of  Richard,  were  appointed  by  John ; 
as  we  learn  from  the  minority  of  pope  Innocent  III. 
addrefled  to  John,  in  which  he  calls  Hamo  de 
Valoniis  Officialis  nobilis,  viri  comitis  de  Mauri- 
tania, and  commands  him  to  oblige  this  his  mini- 
fter  to  reftore  whatever  he  had  taken  from  the 
church  of  Leighlin.  Hoveden  alfo  calls  Hamo  de 
Valoniis  et  cateri  cujiodes  Hibernia^  homines  comitis 
yohannis  fratris  Ricardi  regis  Anglice.    " 

We  fee  then  what  eflential  a6ts  of  power  John 
exercifed^n  Ireland,  during  the  reigns  of  his  father 
and  of  Richard.  Yet  whatever  pompous  idea 
the  name  of  lord  of  Ireland  may  convey,  he  was 
certainly  lord  of  Ireland  in  no  other  fenfe,  than 
the  Englifli  governours  appointed  by  Henry  had 
been  governours  of  Ireland.  In  the  parts  of  this 
kingdom  not  immediately  poflefled  by  the  Englifli, 
his  authority  was  not  acknowledged  even  by  fo- 
reigners. For  when  king  Richard  had  prevailed 
on  the  pope  to  fend  his  legate,  in  order  to  folicit 

contributions 
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contributions  for  his  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land, 
this  legate  was  commiffioned  to  exercife  his  jurif- 
didion  in  England,  Wales'",  and  thofe  parts  of 
Ireland,  in  which  John  earl  of  Moreton,  had 
power  and  4ominion.  John  himfelf  fpeaks  in  the 
fame  manner;  for  in  his  charter  of  franchifes  to 
the  citizens  of  Dublin,  he  grants  them  immunities, 
not  through  all  Ireland^,  where  they  could  not  be 
acknowleged  or  enjoyed,  but,"  as  he  exprefles  it, 
per  tot  am  terram,&  potejiatem  meam.  ^nd  Eva, 
the  heirefs  of  king  Dermod,  fpeaks  with  ftill  more 
precifion"'.  She  confirms  the  grants  made  to  the 
fee  of  Dublin  by  earl  John,  and  other  good  men 
of  Leinfter,  the  proper  and  immediate  feat  of 
Englifh  power*^ 

While  John  referved  the  exercife  of  the  above- 
mentioned  powers  to  himfelf,  the  adminiftration 
of  affairs  in  Ireland,  and  the  fupport  of  his  autho- 
rity in  this  kingdom,  were  entrufted  to  the  Englifti 
deputies.  On  the  acceffion  of  Richard,  Hugh  de 
Lacy  the  younger  had  fo  effecftually  recommended 
himfelf  to  earl  John,  that  he  was  enabled  to  fup- 
plant  de  Courcey^,  and  obtained  his  government. 

The 

A  Math.  Paris.  t  Lib.  Nig^  Archiepif.  Dublin, 

y  Regift.  vocat  Crede  mihi. 

•  E  rcgiftro  vocato  Crede  Mihi,  fbl.  90. 

**  Omnibus  tam  prefentibus  quam  futuris,  ad  quos  prefens  charta 
pcrvenerint.     Eva  comitiiTa  ha&res  regis  Dermitii,  falutem. 

"  Noverit  univeriitas  veftra  me,  pro  falute  animse  meae  &  domini  mei 
comitis  Ricardii,  &  anteceflbrum  meorum,  conceffifle,  &  praefenti  charta 
confirmaffe  Deo  Sc  ecclefiae  Dublinienfi,  &  Johanni  ejufdeni  ceclefiae 
archiepifcopo,  &  rucceiToribus  fuis,  omnes  poiTeinones  se  eleemofyna?, 
tam  in  ecleiiaiiicis  quam  in  mundanis  tenementis,  quas  eis  comes 
Johannes  Sc  alii  boni  viri  de  Lagenia,  pia  largitione  contulerunt.  Et 
volo  quod  prxfata  ecclefia,  &  ejufdem  eccleiiae  archiepifcopi  eas  te- 
neant  &  habeant  libere,  qniete,  Sc  honorifice,  Sc  integre,  cum  om- 
nibus pertinentiis  fuis,  in  perpetuam  elcemofynam,  ficut  charta  do- 
natorum  tcftantur.  Teftibus,  &c." 
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The  rough  uncourtly  foldier  could  not  conceal  his 
indignation  to  find  the  merit  of  his  fervices  thus 
flighted.  He  retired  to  Ulfter,  refolving  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  grants  he  had  received  from  Henry, 
and  to  confine  his  attention  to  his  own  immediate 
interefts,  as  a  private  adventurer.  By  detaching 
himfelf  from  the  new  deputy,  he  betrayed  the  real 
weaknefs  of  thq  Englifh  government,  a  fyftem  of 
a  fair  and  plaufible  appearance,  but  unable  to  fup^ 
port  the  jealoufics  and  coiitefts^  of  rival  lords. 
The  Irifli  natives  were  not  infenfible  of  their  ad^ 
vantage ;  nor  had  the  national  fpirit,  though  fre-i 
qucntly  fupprefled,  been  yet  entirely  extinguifhed 
by  their  private  quarrels. 

.  Amqng  the  furvivors  of  the  rebellious  houfc  of 
Roderic  O'Connor,  Cathal,  furnamed  the  Bloody- 
Handed,  now  flood  higheft  in  the  efteem  of  his 
countrymen  5  and  by  the  afliftance  of  a  powerful 
fadion  had  been  inverted  with  the  royal  dignity  of 
Connaught,  An  elevation  obtained  by  intrigue 
^nd  violence,  was  to  be  fupported  by  thofe  quali-r 
ties  which  ftrike  the  multitude  moft  forcibly, 
Cathal  foon  difcovercd  an  extraordinary  paflion  for 
military  glory ;  declared  himfelf  refolved  to  affert 
the  antient  honours  of  his  family,  his  province, 
and  his  country;  and  particularly  breathed  the 
moft  defperate  and  determined  vengeance  againft 
thofe  foreigners  who  had  ufurped  fome  of  the  fair^ 
eft  pofleflions  in  the  nation,  deformed  the  land, 
and  infulted  the  inhabitants  by  their  caftles'  and 
fortifications,  and  threatened  to  extend  their  opr 
preffions  through  the  whole  ifland,  Applaufe  and 
popularity  were  the  confequence  of  fuch  declara-r 
tions.      His  provincials  admired;^    and    therefore 
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followed  and  obeyed  him  with  an  alacrity  not 
always  commanded  by  the  mere  regal  title.  The 
chiefs  of  Munftcr  refpe<aed  a  young  warrior,  who 
promifed  to  lead  his  countrymen  to  vidtory  and 
glory.  They  readily  confented  to  form  an  alliance 
with  him.  That  they  might  aft  with  more  vigour 
againft  a  common  enemy,  the  lords  of  Thomond 
and  Defmond  agreed  to  bury  their  old  quarrels  in 
oblivion*",  and  to  conclude  a  formal  treaty  of 
peace  upon  amicable  and  equitable  terms. 

De  Courcey,  who  perceived  the  rifing  ftorm, 
was  folicitous  to  ftrengthen  his  fettlements  inUlfter, 
which  were  threatened  with  a  formidable  attack. 
He  could  expedl  no  fuccour  from  de  Lacey,  and 
therefbre  determined  to  colled:  all  the  forces  he 
could  command  of  his  own  immediate  followers^, 
Armoric  of  Saint  Lawrence,  his  trufty  friend  and 
counfellor,  was  inftantly  called  off  from  fome  petty 
cnterprize,  in  which  he  had  engaged,  and  marched 
without  delay  to  the  afliftance  of  de  Courcey, 
with  a  little  body  of  two  hundred  foot,  and  thirty 
cavalry.  Cathal,  through  part  of  whofe  province 
they  were  to  march,  was  informed  of  their  motions, 
and  refolved  to  intercept  them.  The  brave  Englifh 
knight  foon  found  he  had  incaqtioufly  fallen  into 
an  ambufh,  where  an  army,  vaftly  fupcriour  to  his 
own  inconiiderable  troop,  lay  ready  to  deftroy  him. 
To  contend  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs  would  be 
madnefsj  to  furrender,  difhonourable  and  dan- 
gerous. In  this  dcfperate  emergency  the  love  of 
life  fo  far  prevailed  upon  the  cavalry,  that  they  re- 
folved to  truft  to  the  fleetnefs  of  their  horfes  before 
they  were  entirely  furrounded,  and  leave  their 
companions  to  their  fate.    The  infantry  were  foon 
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informed  of  this  rcfolution  ;  and,  with  the  brother 
of  Armoric  at  their  head,  gathered  round  their 
companions,  and  reproached  them  with  their  ig- 
noble purpofe;  reminded  them  of  the  nfiany  toils  and, 
dangers  in  which  they  had  fupported  each  other, 
the  friendfliips  and  affinities  they  had  mutually 
formed,  the  attachment  and  fidelity  they  had  mu- 
tually experienced  from  each  other;  conjuring 
them  by  every  tender  and  afFeding  motive  not  to 
difgracc  their  former  condudt,  nor  to  abandon  their 
fellow-foldiers  and  their  brethren  to  the  fury  of  a 
barbarous  and  revengeful  enemy.  The  heroic  fpirit 
was  readily  excited.  Armoric  drew  his  fword,  and 
plunged  it  into  his  horfe  ;  the  cavalry  followed  his 
example,  and  with  one  voice  declared  that  they 
would  (hare  the  fate  of  their  companions ;  that 
death  was  now  inevitable,  and  that  they  Would 
meet  it  boldly  with  their  weapons  in  their  hands, 
rather  than  (lain  their  honour,  by  fubmitting  to  the 
mercy  of  an  enemy  they  had  fo  often  vanquiftied* 

Men  thus  determined  are  dangerous  antagonifts. 
They  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  their  purpofe 
with  firmnefs  and  compofure"".  Two,  the  youngeft 
of  their  body,  were  ordered  to  retire  to  a  neigh- 
bouring eminence,  there  to  view  the  engagement, 
and  to  bear  a  faithful  report  to  John  de  Courcey 
of  the  condudl  of  his  friends  in  this  their  laft  hour 
of  defperate  encounter.  The  reft  marched  forward 
with  a  confidence  aftonifhing  to  the  Irifh  army. 
Cathal  at  firft  imagined  that  they  muft  have  re- 
ceived a  formidable  reinforcement,  and  that  be 
was  now  to  engage  a  regulgir  army ;  but  foon  found 
this  little  troop  in  the  midft  of  his  collected  forces, 
without  fupport  or  refource.     They  ruftied  defpc- 
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ratcly  upon  thp  enemy  *;  they  forced  their  way  with 
terrible  havock  through  the  crowds  of  their  aflai- 
lants>  of  whom  a  thoufand  are  faid  to  have  fallen 
under  their  furious  impreffion..  As  they  were  com- 
pletely armed,  they  fuftained  repeated  onfets  be- 
fore they  could  be  wounded ;  and  the  wounded 
ftill  obftinately  perfevered  in  fupporting  and  encou- 
raging each  other,  till  they  fell  under  the  oppref- 
fion  of  a  conteft  fo  defperate,  not  one  deigning  to 
furvive  the  carnage.  An  advantage  gained  with 
fuch  difficulty,  and  fo  little  honour,  was  yet  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  levity  and  vanity  of  Cathal^.  He 
founded  an  abbey  upon  the  field  of  adlion,  called 
de  Colle  Vidcriae ;  and  by  this  weak  and  incon- 
fiderate  mark  of  triumph  raifcd  a  trophy  to  the 
romantic  valour  of  his  eiiemies. 

The  reports  of  infurreftions  and  confederacies 
were  foon  conveyed  to  England,  and  alarmed  earl 
John,  amidft  the  ftill  more  interefting  fchemes  of 
his  ambition,  for  the  fecurity  of  his  Irifh  govern- 
ment.  To  encreafe  the  public  confufion  and 
diftrefs  in  this  kingdom,  the  city  of  Dublin  was 
almoft  totally  deftroycd  by  an  accidental  fire  °;  and 
the  neighbouring  diftrifts  were  infefted  by  robbers, 
who  annoyed  the  inhabitants  without  reftraint  or 
corrcdtion  *. 

'  Public 

A  MSS.  Lambeth.  P.  No.  6zS,  f.  52.  Ann.  M.  Abb.  MSS.' 
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•  Dr.  Hanmar  has  prcfcrved  an  old  tradition,  importing,  that 
on  the  difperiion  of  the  troop  headed  by  the  famous  Robin  Hood, 
fome  of  bis  followers  fled  to  Ireland  as  a*  place  of  diforder,  and  of 
confequence  fitted  for  their  fhelter  as  wdll  as  the  pradice  of  their 
nfual  violences ;  that,  of  thefe,  one,  known  among  the  old  popular 
rhymers  of  England  by  the  name  of  J^ittle  John,  appeared  publickly 
in  Dublin,  and  aflonifhed  the  inhabitants  by  his  feats  of  archery, 
until  bis  robberies  became  fo  notorious  and  provoking,  that  he  was 
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Public  diforders,  and  the  alarm  of  wars  and 
commotions,  ferved  to  caft  a  fufpicion  of  fome 
want  of  abilities  and  vigour  on  the  adminiftration 
of  de  Lacey.  William  Petit  was  fubftituted  in  his 
place,  and  was  foon  fuccceded  by  William,  earl 
marfhal  of  England.  This  nobleman  had  married 
Ifabella,  daughter  to  earl  Strongbow,  by  the  prin- 
cefs  of  Leinfter ;  and  of  confequence  was  inverted 
with  large  pofleffions  in  Ireland ;  a  circumftance 
which  feems  to  have  made  him  the  readier  to  ac- 
cept his  prefent  charge.  A  nobleman  fo  connected 
with  the  country  was  likely  to  be  received  with 
favour ;  and  the  dignity  of  his  rank  and  character 
promifed  weight  and  confequence  to  his  admi-* 
niftration. 

And  a  government  of  extraordinary  vigour  was 
now  abfolutely  neceflary.  The  prince  of  Connaught 
had  by  his  late  fuccefs,  which  was  induftrioufly 
magnified,  raifcd  a  dangerous  fpirit  among  the  Irifh 
chiefs,  his  confederates,'  Daniel  O'Brien,  the 
reigning  prince  of  Thomond,  that  he  might  not  be 
outdone  by  his  countryman  and  ally^,  levied  a 
confiderable  force^  and  declared  hoftilities  againft 
the  Englilh  borderers.  The  contending  parties 
encountered  at  Thurles,  where  vi<3:ory  declared  ia 
favour  of  the  troops  of  Thomand.  This  difgrace, 
however,  did  not  prevent  the  Englifh  from  con- 
tinuing the  war,  ravaging  the  territories  of  O'Brien, 
and  ereding  feveral  forts  to  keep  their  enemies  in 
awe,  and  to  fecure  their  own  Settlements.  They 
even  extended  their  depredations  into  Defmond, 
where  the  Irifh  leaders,  notwithftanding  all  their 
boafted  fchemes,  proved  unable  to  oppofe  their 
invaders;  and  while  they  fubmitted  to  fee  their 

country 
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country  fortified  againft  themfelves,  found  no  better 
pretence  to  palliate  this  fupinenefs,  than  to  charge 
their  late  ally,  the  prince  of  Thomond,  with 
perfidy,  in  fecretly  favouring  and  aflifting  the 
common  enemy.  Such  fufpicions  might  have 
produced  a  bloody  conteft  between  the  provincial 
chiefs,  had  not  the  effedts  been  prevented  by  the 
death  of  Daniel  O'Brien ;  an  event  which  gave  new 
confidence  to  the  Englifh,  and  enabled  them,  in 
the  confufion  of  the  province,  and  the  diftradiions 
arifing  from  a  contefted  fucceffion  to  pierce  into  the 
very  heart  of  Thomond.  If  we  are  to  believe  the 
Irifti  annalifts,  they  exercifed  the  utmoft  cruelties 
in  their  triumphant  progrefs,  and  cfpecially  upon 
the  family  of  O'Brien ;  one  of  whofe  fons  was 
blinded,  and  another  dragged  from  fanduary,  and 
mafiacred  in  the  fury  of  their  refentment.  Such 
reprefentations  might  be  at  once  rejected  as  the 
forgeries  of  national  prejudice  and  averfion,  did 
not  the  abbot  of  Peterborough  exprefsly  declare, 
that  the  fucceflbr  of  O'Brien  was  deterred  from 
fubmitting  to  the  Englifli  by  the  miferies  of  his 
people,  and  the  barbarities  exercifed  by  their  inva- 
ders. 

But  an  advantage  fo  fliamefully  abufed  was  not 
of  long  duration,  Cathal,  the  Connaught  prince, 
'Was  informed  of  the  bloody  progrefs  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  entered  Munfter  at  the  head  of  a  for- 
midable army,  which  the  Englifli  were  utterly 
unable  to  oppofe.  They  retired  precipitately  at 
his  approach  ;  and  Cathal,  with  all  the  triumph  of 
a  vidorious  prince,  rafcd  their  caftles  to  the  ground, 
to  the  furprize  and  admiration  of  his  countrymen, 
who  expedted  nothing  lefs  than  the  litter  extirpation 
of  their  enemies  from  a  young  warriour,  in  all  the 
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pride  of  fortune  and  popular  favour.  But  this  chief, 
who  had  neither  Judgment  to  concert,  nor  real 
power  to  execute  any  mafterly  plan  for  the  fubver- 
fion  of  the  Englifli  eftablifliments,  contented  him- 
felf  with  the  honour  of  defying  and  infulting  the 
enemy,  and  retired  to  his  province,  leaving  them 
to  repair  the  havock  he  had  made.  And  fcarcely 
had  they  attempted  this  neceflaryxWork,  when  they 
found  themfelves  again  expofed  to  the  attacks  of 
Mac-Arthy  and  Defmond  ;  who  with  a  valour  lefs 
glaring^,  but  more  determined  than  that  of  Cathal, 
led  his  forces  againft  the  Englifli  upon  their  return 
to  Munfter,  defeated  them  in  the  field,  and  pur- 
fuedhis  advantage  till  he  had  driven  them  out  of 
Limerick*  and  confirmed  his  fuperiority,  by  twice 
defeating  their  attempts  to  recover  this  important 
place. 

CoRKE  was  now  the  only  confiderablc  poft  of 
ftrength  in  Munfter,  which  remained  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Englifli.  And,  as  the  garrifon  were 
furrounded  by  their  enemies  of  Defmond,  it  was 
not  poflible  for  them  to  fubfift,  much  lefs  to  main- 
tain their  ftation,  without  fome  powerful  fupport. 
The  occafion  was  too  ftriking  not  to  command  the 
attention  of  the  Englifli  government.  A  confi- 
derablc force  was  detached  into  the  South  to  check 
the  dangerous  progrefs  of  the  enemy  -,  yet  not 
fufficiently  numerous  to  encounter  the  Defmoni- 
ans,  now  reinforced  by  the  troops  of  Connaught, 
headed  by  their  warlike  prince*",  thofe  of  O'Lough- 
lan,  chief  of  the  antient  houfe  of  the  northern 
Hi-Nial,  and  thofe  of  fome  other  Irifli  lords. 
The  Englifli  army  received  a  total  defeat ;  and  the 
garrifon   of  Corke,  cut   off  from   all   refources, 
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feemed  deftined  to  immediate  deftrudtion.  But  the 
fccret  jealoufies  of  their  enimies  ferved  to  fufpend 
their  fate.  Cathal  and  O'Loughlan,  the  heads  of 
two  great  rival  houfes,  however  they  appeared  to 
unite  in  one  common  caufe,  envied  and  hated  each 
other.  The  rifing  fame  and  power  of  Cathal  were 
particularly  offenlive  to  a  competitor  filled  with  the 
pride  of  family,  impatient  of  his  prefent  inferiority, 
and  fenfible  that  the  current  of  fuccefs  could  not 
fail  to  fwell  the  power  and  influence  of  the  prince 
of  Connaught.  In  the  fpleen  of  jealoufy  and 
envy,  he  pradtifed  fecretly  with  Mac-Arthy  ;  and 
to  the  utter  confufion  and  aftoniftiment  of  the 
confederate  army,  prevailed  on  him  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Corke.  The  Englifh  garrifon  were  thus 
faved  from  immediate  deftruiftion  ;  but  without 
fuccours  or  provifions,  cut  off  from  all  intercourfe 
with  their  countrymen,  and  perpetually  harrafled 
by  their  enemies,  they  were  in  a  fhort  time  obliged 
to  capitulate  ;  and  Corke  was  furrendered  to  the 
prince  of  Defmond. 

The  lofs  of  this  important  place  too  plainly 
indicated  the  weaknefs  of  a  government,  which 
could  not  even  defend  thofe  maritime  towns  that 
king  Henry  had  refer ved  to  himfelf  as  of  greateft 
confcquence.  The  feeble  attempts  made  to  regain 
the  Englifli  interefls  in  Munfter  ferved  only  to 
difcover  the  real  fuperiority  of  their  eriemies. 
Though  diflcntions  in  the  family  of  O'Brien,  and 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  one  of  thefons  of  Daniel 
to  fupplant  the  rightful  heir'',  gav€  the  Englifli  an 
opportunity  of  again  invading  Thomond  ;  and 
although  repeated  attempts  were  made  upon  the 
territory  of  Defmond,  yet  the  whole  cffcd:  of  fuch 
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expeditions  was  to  wafte  and  ravage  the  country, 
without  any  acquifition  of  real  and  permanent 
advantage. 

Such  was  the  progrefs  of  events,  during  the 
adminiftration  of  the  earl  Marflial ;  when  Hamo 
de  Valois  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
year  ii97f  a  period  of  the  utmoft  public  confufion 
and  diftrefs  ;  when  John  de.  Courcey,  and  Hugh 
de  Lacey,  were  employed  in  their  refpedive  pro- 
vinces, independent  of  the  Englifh  government^ 
almoft  all  Munfter  evacuated  by  the  Englifli,  and 
the  province  of  Leinfter  with  difficulty  maintained. 
To  fupply  the  urgejit  neceffitics  of  a  diftreffed  and 
enfeebled  government,  Hamo  could  devife  no 
more  immediate  and  effeftual  expedient  than  an 
invafion  of  the  ecclefiaftical  poffeffions.  He  began 
his  adminiftration  (poffibly  by  the  inftrudtion  of 
earl' John^)  with  f^izing  feveral  lands  which  had 
been  granted  to  the  fee  of  Dublin  ;  an  adt  of  vio- 
lence the  moft  odious  and  ofFenfive,  at  a  time 
when  the  rights  of  ecclefiaftics  were  accounted 
infinitely  more  facred  than  thofe  of  other  fubjed;s. 
Comyn,  the  arch biftiop,  was  too  nearly  in terefted, 
not  to  inveigh  againft  fuch  ufurpation  with  the 
utmoft  bitternefs.  He  remonftrated,  he  expoftu- 
lated,  he  denounced  the  vengeance  of  heaven 
againft  the  abominable  facrilege,  yet  without 
redrefs.  He  profefled  to  confider  fuch  obftinacy 
as  a  violent  expulfion  from  his  paftoral  charge,  and 
refolved  to  abandon  his  diocefe,  rather  than  feem  to 
acquiefce  in  the  profane  ufurpation  of  its  rights. 
He  repaired  to  his  cathedral,  in  all  the  folemn 
affliftion  of  a  confeflbr  weighed  down  by  perfccu- 
tion.     Books,  chalices,  images,  and  all  the  gaudy 
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apparatus  of  public  fervice  were  removed.  With 
a  ftrain  of  blafphemous  hypocrify  he  ordered  the  • 
crucifixes  to  be  crowned  with  thorns,  and  bid 
proftrate  on  the  ground,  (as  if  the  paffion  w^re  . 
renewed,  and  the  Majefty  of  heaven  dethroned  by 
a  conteft  about  the  paltry  property  of  an  ecclefiaftic) 
and  laying '  the  tremendous  fentence  of  interdidt 
upon  his  diocefe,  departed  from  the.  kingdom/ 
A'  miracle  was  devifed,  to  afFeft  the  minds  of  the 
ignorant  and  -fuperftitious  ftill  more  deepfy.  One 
of  thofe  proftrate  crucifixes  was  fhewn,  with  all 
the  marks  of  agony  imprefled  upon  it ;  the  face 
inflamed,  the  eyes  dropping  tears,  the  body  covered 
with  fweat,  and  blood  and  ^ater  ffluing  froni  its 
fide.  The  exiled  prelate  received  this  wonderful 
declaration  of  heaven  in  his  favour,,  fdlemnly  atr 
tefled  by  his  clergy,  to  be  laid  before  the  Roman 
pontiff.  Yet  his  enemies  were  ftill  obdurate.  His 
fufl?ragans  were  too  anxious  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  own  properties  to  provoke  the  civil  govern- 
ment, by  efpoufing  the  quarrel  of  their  .metropoli- 
tan*. .  His  earneft  applications  to  earl  John,  and 
thoie  to  king  Richard,  were  equally  negledted°. 
Nor  was  it-  till  fome  years  after  that  Hamo  de 
Valois  felt  compunction  for  his  off'ence,  and  granted 
to  the  fee  of  Dublin  twenty  carucates  of  land,  in 
atonement  for  the  depredations  he  had  committed 
in  the  courfe  of  his  government;. 

Vol.  L  O  -  During 

.• 

*  Hamo  did  not  confine  his  depredations  to  the  fee  of  Dublin. 
l^hcn  that  of  Leighlin  became  vacant,  he  would  not  fuffer  the  abbot 
of  Rofleval,  who  had  been  eledled  bilhop  by  the  tlergy,  to  be  con- 
iecrated  ;  *an^feized  the  temporalties  to  his  own  ufe,  or  that  of  the 
ftate.  This  produced  a  monitory  epiflle  from  pope  Innocent  the 
third  ;  which  may  be  found  in  the  edition  of  Ealu^ius  ;  and  by  fome 
expreifions  feems  ta  intimate,  that  earl  John  ftill  wifhed  or  expedled  * 
to  receive  the  title  of  king  of  Ireland  from  the  pope» 
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DtjRitie  thttfe  dilbl^ert,  Roderib  O'Cbhnor,  lift 
of  the  Irilh  monafchs,  died  ih  ciclrfeint  old  ige,  in 
tile  nl'ohaftery  of  C^ohg^,  whfei^e  hfe  p'aflfed  tweife 
years  df  quitt,  unnoticed  by  the  cbntehdihg  file* 
tions  of  his  provihrce.  The  briiliattcy  ttf  his  doh^ 
dud:,  ion  iftrft  act^Uiriflg  the  ttibttatthial  dignity,  if 
duly  fuftaihdd,  ih'ight  haV6  ettiblidied  hi«  allthorfty 
on  a  firiiier  bdliS  man  the  JTuffrage  "of  a  triumphant 
fa<^ion,  'which  coniFfert'ed  tlie  titFe,  ahd  left  him  td 
defend  it.  A  gdrtferoHs  and  enlarged  policy  tWutt 
have  prbnftpted  hiih  t6  gaitt  oVer  his  bid  oJ)f)t)fei^ 
i)y  every  co't^cfliating;  ttiCiftS.  fiut  Rodfeiic  had  not 
this  policy.  The  poWer  which  he  acquilred  Wit* 
eihpbyed  to  revefage  his  fottnet  quarrels,  and  t/p- 
prefs  the  partizans  of  hh  fbriner  HValj  and  this 
produced  that  mdmentoos  event,  the  fitft  English 
mvklibh. 

Nbft  dbth  his  militify  chafaaef,  fo  celfebl-ated 
by  his  coiihtrymin,  appear  tb  afty  advaiitagfe  in  his 
cbfttefts  with  the  Ert^ilh.  Vet  it  >}v'dUld  be  radi 
to  form  thb  fevereft  opinion  of  'this  pai-t  of  his 
condu&i  as  we  ske  nbt  dittit^ftly  informed  of  the 
obftad^s  and  diffictilties  he  ewco'untered.  tihe 
Irifli  ahnalifts,  who  record  his  i'dlJkjhS,  were  little 
Acquainted  with  intrigues  bf  p'blicy  prfadion,  and 
little  attbhtive  to  iheii-  ojyferariohs.  They  Cbtifitie 
themfeives  to  the  ptaift  ^'^pbfirioh  of  events;  \^l 
pS  of  an  infurredtion,  a  vi<^ory,  or  a  retreat  j  but 
never  think  of  developing  the  fecret  caufes  that 
produced  or  influenced  'thefe  events.  We  know 
that  Roderic  led.  great  armies  againft  DerAiod  alnd 
his  EThglifti  allies }  but  they  were  colledted  ^y  in- 
feriour  chiefs,  many  <)f  whom  hated  amd  envied 
him.     They  were  net  implicitly  obedient  tb  "their 
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monarch  i  they  were   not  paid  5   they  were  not 
obliged  tx)  ktiip  the  field ;  bat  were  ready  to  dtktt 
him  on  the  mo&  Cfiticul  emergency,  if  the  ap-^ 
pointed  period  of  thtdr  fenrice  ihould  then  happen 
to  expire*     Thedi&xdersofhis  own  family  com**- 
menced  almoft  with  his  rmgn^     Their  progrei$ 
was  defperate  and  bloody,  and  muft  have  proved 
an  afliiding  embarraflmeAt  in  all  his  aditions  and 
defigos*     If  Henry  the  &condt  with  hi$  vaA  abili^ 
tics  and  refo^irces,  was  driven  almoft  to  the  brink 
of  ruin  by  the  rebellion  of  his  fon^  we  are  the  leis 
to  wonder,  that  a  like  unnatural  defedlion  of  the 
fons  of  Roderic  could  meet  with  fuch  fupport,  and 
be  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  deprive  him  of 
his  throne.     A  monaftic  retreat  might  have  afforded 
him  a  fhelter  from  outrage,  but  not  repofe  of  mind; 
unlefs  he  were  a  total  ftranger  to  the  tranfaftions  of 
his  province,    or  totally  infenfible   to  the   moft 
.affefting  incidents.     While  he  was   employed  in 
formal  prayers  and  penaqces,  bis  fons  were  butcher- 
ing each  other,  and  deluging  the  land  with  blood* 
If  he  were  touched  with  thefe  misfortune?   and 
excefles,  and  yet  incapable  of  in$erpoling  to  pre- 
vent them;  WQ  cannot  well   imagine  an   objeft 
more  pitiable  than  a  hclplefs,  unfriended,  unfup- 
ported  prince,  at  the  age  of  almoft  ninety,  immured 
by  rebellious  children,  without  power  or  authority 
to  reftrain  their  outrages,  now  turned  againft  each 
other,  and  afilided  at   the  miferies  of  thofe  who 
had  depofed  him.     His  laft  period  of  life,  how- 
ever^ was   fomewhat   comforted,   by   finding  the 
cruel  diflfentions  of  his  family  end  in   the  domi- 
nion of  a  young  warriour  of  his  own  blood,  who 
promifed  to  exterminate  the  invaders,  and  retrieve 
:hc    honours  of  his   country.     If  he  entertained 
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fuch  hopes,  happily  he  did  notfurvivc  them.  The 
death  of  a  king  is  generally  attended  with  feme 
interefting  confequenccs  1  but  that  of  Roderic, 
who  had  long  ceafed  to  exercifc  the  regal  power, 
was  one  of  thofe  indifferent  and  unaiFeding  incidents, 
which  are  juft  related  and  forgotten. 

By  the  demife  of  Richard  the  firft  in  the 
fiicceeding  year,  and  the  acceffion  of  his  brother, 
the  rights,  transferred  to  John  as  lord  of  Ireland, 
reverted,  with  the  title,  to  the  crown  of  England, 
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CHAP.      VI. 

State  of  government  in  Ireland  at  the  acceffion  of  king 
John. — Meiler  Fitz-Henry  fucceeds  to  Hamo  de 
Valois. — DifaffeSlion  of  John  de  Courcey. — Both 
he  and  Hugh  deLacey  affeSi  independence. — Grants 
to  Braofa  andde  Burg/). — Progrefs  ofde  Bur  go. — 
He  dethrones  Cat hal  king  of  Connaught.'— Defeats 
O'Nialy  de  Courcey y  and  de  Lacey  in  their  attempt 
to  rejlore  CathaL — His  progrefs  in  Munfter. — 
Cathal  pra6iices  with  de  Burgo. — Defeats  and 
kills  bis  rival. — Is  rejiored. — His  ingratitude. — 
Meiler  mdrches  to  reduce  de  Burgo. — Is  joined  by 
Cathal  and  by  O'Brien. — De  Burgo  furrenders^ 
and  returns  to  bis  allegiance. — T^he  chiefs  of  Con-- 
naught  and  Thomond  give  hojlages  to  Meiler. — 
T^wo  parts  of  his  province  ceded  by  Cathal. — 
Catife  of  the  revolt  of  the  Englijh  barons  in  Ire^ 
land. — Violence  of  de  Courcey. — Is  accufed  by 
Hugh  de  Lacey  to  king  'John. — The  Lacies  com- 
miffioned  to  reduce  de  Courcey. — Who  is  obliged  to 
abandon  Uljier. — Receives  the  kings  fafe conduSl^ 
and  repairs  to  'England. — Romantic  detail  of  de 
Courcey  s  being  Betrayed  into  the  hands  of  Hugh 
de  Lacey. — Ojf  Hugh's  indignation  at  the  trea- 
chery^ and  his  punijhment  of  the  agents. -^Of  de 
Courcey  and  the  French  Champion. — Of  the  fur- 
prizing  proof  of  his  bodily  firength. — Remarks  on 
this  detail. — Hugh  gains  the  earldom  of  Uljier.- — 
Repairs  to  the  king. — Aid  for  the  recovery  of 
Normandy  demanded  from  the  Irifh  clergy. ^Pope 
Innocent's  controverfy  with  John  begins  in  Ire- 
land.-^Difpute  about  the  fuccejfon  to  the  fee  of 
Armagh. — John  prevailed  upon  to  acknowoledge 
and  admit  the  popes  prelate. — Soon  experiences 
the  dreadful  confequences., — In  the  midfi  of  his 
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contejl  with,  the  pope,  be  undertakes  an  expedition 
into  Ireland. — State  of  Ireland  at  this  period. — 
XHaufe  of  John's  diJpieaJUre  againjt  the  Lacies-^ 
ana  againfi  William  de  BraHa. — T^he  Ldcies  fy 
from  Ireland  at  the  arrival  of  Jobn.^^He  grants 
Bis  Irijh  fubjeBs  a  charter  of  laws — which  is 
depofted  in  the  Exchequer  of  Dublin.-^He  makes 
a  new  divifion  of  counties. — The  wife  and  family 
of  William  de  Braofa  imprifoned. — The  Lacies 
dijlreffed  in  France. — Are  reftored  to  favour y  and 
reinfated  in  their  pojfejions.-^ John  departs  from 
— Ireland.-^ Adminifiration  of  John  de  Qrey.--^ 
Circumfances  favourable  to  his  government. — 
'  Inierpoftion  of  king  John  in  favour  df  Cathdl. — 
John  Jirives  to  gain  the  Irijh  princes  by  coUtteJy^-^ 
Henry  de  Londresj  prelate  of  Dublin^  oBs  as  an 
Englijh  baron. — Exprejfes  bis  indignation  dt  the 
conduB  of  Pandulf' — His  tranfaSlioHs  in  the 
congrefs  of  Runingmede. — -AcceJ^H  of  Heftry  that 
third. — Requif  lions  of  his  barons  in  Ireland.^^ 
Letter  of  Henry  de  Oeoffry  de  Maurifco.^-^Grartt 
of  the  great  charter  of  liberties  to  his  fabjeSls  of 
Ireland. 


AN  undifputed  facccffion  lo  the  crown  of 
England^  and  a  peaceful  fovereigntj,  might 
have  proved  an  happy  incident  to  Ireland,  by 
enabling  John  to  apply  his  prefcnt  acccffion  of 
power  to  the  compkat  fettlement  of  an  ifland, 
har^afled  and  affliifled  by  a  variety  of  contefts  and 
corhpetitions,  oppreflcd  by  avarice,  and  mangled 
by  faction.  But  John,  who  had  feized  the  throne 
in  prejudice  to  the  claim  of  Arthur  of  Brctagne^ 
ion  to  his  elder  brother,  had  all  the  difficultiscs  of 
an  ufurpation  to  encounter^     Hi^  continental  ki« 
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t^tc^s  w?re  tp  be  fwur?d,  hk  refrajftory  baFoqs  to 
be  griped,  the  intrigues  of  Ff^nc^  to  he  defip^te.(^j 
Arthur  «n4  hi?  partizaof  tp  he  reppneiie.^  9^  redur! 
ced ;  fp  th^t  iit  the  yety  CQ^im0|iqement  of  hisi 
Vilihappy  aqd  ipgloriq^lp  reign^  he  was  involved,  ii^ 
C^res  and  dii(fipi^lties ;  and  aipidft  the  wore  iqter-i 
efting  phjedts  pf  hi?  concern,  had  neither  leifur^ 
ttpr  incjinatipn  tp  attend  tP  thp  aflf^iiFS  pf  Ireland* 

f 

Some  former  gt^nU  ifldised  ifrer^  feniewef}^^  ^t 
the  inftanees  of  tfapfe  ^hq  h^4  ohtain^d  thepi,  as; 
well  to  the  church  as  to  the  lay  barons  ;  and 
li^mo  d?  Vglo^js,  whoj  from  b^rrafj^iijg  the  epple-^ 
fiaftic?!  pfQc^dec}  tp  fOfPP^it  d(?pre4^tiofts  on  tjje 
Igityi  anf^  ^m^flfed  CPnfi4erable  riphp§  af  fh?  ^Xr 

rempve4  froiji  his  government  Vfitii  difgf^ccjj  a^d 
obliged  tQ  pay  the  king  one  thoufan4  parks,  as  a 
difch^rge  from  hip  acwHpts*     M^UP^  Fitz-;He(iry^ 
natur^  foR  of  IJppry  th^  firft^  ^nd  oiic  qf  thp  i?)qft 
4iil:ingyi{jMf4  herons  whp  h^d  prigip^^^lly  adyenfur^ 
into  Irpl^tidf  wa^  apppiqted  tp  fucpeed  bim ;  t!H| 
unaflifte4  by  th^  kiijg,  an4  ill  fvipp9rte4  by  thp 
gr??Lt  Jprds,  who  enjpy^d  their   Irifli  grjtnt?  i5ii»4 
^pqwi^jtipns,  he  was  cpnfine4  to  the  feaf  of  gp- 
V^rnment,  withput  ^  force  for  any  brayp  ,^tempt 
worthy  of   his   y?lpur   and   ^bijities.     Jpjifj    4^ 
CppfQey,  and  f}i?gh4e  taciey,  two  of  tl?p  mpft 
ppwprful  f^ltjer?  In   triBlap4>  J?^4  f^  f^V^  tiw?         | 
^e(3:^  ^  fift^P  of  4nd?ppo4ew^.     Thp  fpRtner  b^4 
Uvpd  m  almpft  perppt^d  bpfl^lities  with  tip  cj^jei^ 
pf  Ul^er;  ?fl4  tjiopgh  fom^jiwps  defp^^pd"",  piajTr 
tmUrly  hy  m  mpft  ^^v^  ^od  ppv^prfwl  ppppiipijt, 
Hjigh  Q'Ni^  of  Tir^owpn,  yet  by  .^i^  .of)ftinat3^ 

K  Chart,  penes  Com,  Mid.  MSS.  Rot.  Tor.  Lond, 
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and  indefatigable  valour,  he  ftill  maintained  his 
acquifitions.  But  far  from  acknowledging  allegi- 
ance to  king  John,  he  openly  and  boldly  impeached 
his  title  to  the  crown ;  and  feemed  rather  to  alTumc. 
the  port  of  an  Irifli  chieftain,  thati  an  Engliih 
baron^.  Both  he  and  de  Lacey  entered  into  treaties 
with  the  neighbouring  lords,  and  affifted  in  their 
local  and  provincial  contefts,  which  were  immedi- 
ately refumed,  as  foon  as  any  advantage  gained  over 
the  Eriglifli  enflamed  their  pride,  and  allayed  the 
fudden  fit  of  national  refentment. 

Among  the  grants  renewed  by  John"",  were 
thofe  of  the  lands  of  Thomond  to  Philip  de  Braofa, 
and  William  his  fon,  excepting  the  city  of  Lime- 
rick, which,  with  the  lands  formerly  granted  in 
Connaught,  was  affigncd  to  tlie  cuftody  of  William 
de  Burgo,  a  baron  of  the  family  of  Fitz-Andelm. 
Aqd  thefe  lords  now  appeared  with  a  formi- 
dable train  of  followers  to  fupport  their  claims'". 
De  Burgo,  who  feems  to  have  aded  with  peculiar 
vigour,  foon  contrived  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  Li- 
merick, and'to  form  a  fettlement,  which  threatened 
all  Munfter,  diftradted  as  it  was  by"  the  barbarous 
quarrels  of  rival  chiefs.  The  like  fadtious  com- 
petitions in  Connaught  enabled  him  to  affert  his 
claims  in  this  province.  Cathal  the  bloody-handed,  < 
who;  at  the  firfl:  beginnings  of  his  reign,  had  pro- 
mifed  fuch  prodigies  of  fuccefsful  valour,  found 
himfelf  fuddenly  controuled  by  the  fecret  pra6tices 
of  his  enemies,  his  popularity  declining'',  his  par- 
tizahs  revolting  with  their  ufual  ficklenefs,  and  an 
enterprizing  and  fubtle  rival  labouring  to  fupplant 
him.  Cartagh  O'Connor,  a  chieftain  of  his  own 
blood,  afpired  to  the  royal  dignity  of  Connaught, 

formed 
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formed  a  party  in  ftSpport  of  hfs  pretenlions,  hut, 
inftead  of  proceeding  with  the  ufual  violence  and 
precipitation  of  his  countrymen,  addrefled  himfelf 
fecretly  to  Jde  Burgo  ^;  and  promifing  to  inveft  him 
with  f^^^^BP'ds  which  he  claimed  by  the  grant'  of 
JohnV  !^^plged  him  in  his  fervice  againft  a  prince, 
who,  byliis  former  condud,  was  judged  to  be 
peculiarly  averfe  to  the  admiffion  of  fuch  claims. 
Their  cnterprize  was  conducted  with  ability,  and 
vigour,  and  was /attended  with  fuccefs.  Cathal, 
fuddenly  attacked  even  in  his  own  court,  and  ut- 
terly unprovided  for  defence,  fled  precipitately  from 
the  province*^,  and  left  his  rival  Cariragh  in  pofleflion 
of  the  regal  dignity. 

The  news  of  this  /udden  and  extraordinary 
revolution  was  received  by  the  neighbouring  chief- 
tains with  afloniftinient.  The  exiled  prince  fle4 
to  CNial  of  Tir-Owen  ;  made  the  moft  pathetic 
reprefentations  of  his  wrongs,''  and  enjreated  his 
afliftance  againft  this  injurious  ufurpatit)n.  He  . 
was  receiyed,  commiferated,  and  confoled  with 
the  aflurance  of  an  effedtual  fupporf.  A  confe- 
deracy was  formed,  and  a  powerful  army  raifed  by 
the  influence  of  the  northern  chief.  Taught  by 
the  example  of  Carragh,  they  facrificed  their  nati- 
onal prejudices  to  theinterefts  of  theprefent  enter- 
prize,  entered  into  treaty  with  de  Courcey  and  de 
Lacey,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  unite  their  forces 
iothe  caufe  of  Cathal.  Thus  were  Englifh  lords 
engaged  againft  each*  other,  in  ^e  local  fadions 
and  contentions  of  thd  natives,  fo  deeply  were  they 
already  tainted  by  their  contagious  manners.  The 
ufurper  and  hi^  Englifh  allies,  commanded  by  de 
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BurgQj  marched*  out  to  mw*  their  inwdeps,  %ni 
encountered  them  with  the  utmoft  bwveiy.     The 
CQnfli<5t  waa  obftinately  Aipported  ">  but  vi<^fy  at 
length  declared  in  fayour  of  the  troops  of  C(?a- 
naught,  and  thbfc  of  Ulfter  and  Mcath  were  pyrfijc(} 
with  confidcrahle  flaught^r.    Tf>   aggravate  the 
misfortune  of  O'NiaU  whofc  power,  like  that  of 
other  Iri/h   princes,  waa  maintain?d#  or  at  lesift 
confiderahly  affeftpd  by  opinion,  bl$  fubje^t?,  ie 
the  vexation  of  their  defeat,  paflionately  penpupced 
his  authority  ;  and  in  his  place  fubftituted  another 
ehieftain  of  Tiri-Owen  ""}  who,  in  his  eagcroefs  ^ 
imprefs  thera  with  a  favourable  idea  pf  hii?  valour, 
fell  in  an  engagement  with  the   forces   of  Tif- 
Conneli  an   event  which,  as  ufual,  involved  his 
territory  in   faftionj,   ufurpations  and   maiTftcres. 
If  the  Iri(h  annalifts  dwell  on  ihf  fhocking  detail 
of  fuch  cxceflea,  it  fct ms  to  be  imputed,  not  fq 
much  to  any  natural  defe<ft  of  (fenfibility,  as  to 
fuperftition,  that  fatal  corrupter  of  our  generoiis 
and  humane  affections.     No  chief  was  ever  Mn 
either  by\var  or  aflaflination,  but  wa?  found  tp 
<,  haver  by  fome  mean>  offended  one  of  their  renowned 
faints.     His  death  was  the  vengeanee  of  heaven; 
and  was  to  be  diftindtly  noted,  in  order  to  difphy 
the  power  of  this  offended  faints  and  the  glory  ef 
his  dealing  deftrudtion  from  the  regions  frf  peae? 
and  love,  ^ 

*  De  Buego,  whofe  fame  and  power  were  confi- 
derahly encreafetf  byhi^  late  fueceffcs#  tm^pted  by 
the  hopes  of  pew  acquiiitione,  and  encouraged  by 
the  weaknefs  of  Englifli  government,  forgot  hh 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  j?i*deVar  and  peace 
by  his   own  proper  authority,  as  a  fovereign  and 
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indcpcndcDt  chief*     Limerick  was  made  the  feat 
of  his  power ;  from  whencq  he  firft  iflued  forth 
agiunft  the  Iriih  lords  of  Thomond*  one  of  whom* 
Connor  Ruadh^,  a  fadious  afpirer  to  the  princi-* 
pality^  he  feized  and  confined ;  ind  ftill  extending 
his  ambitious  view$,  proceeded  to  alarm  the  chiefs 
of  Defmond  by  a  vigorous  ineurfion*     After  fome 
hoftilities^    the  authority  of  the  clergy,  together 
with  a  legate  of  the  pope,  now  refiding  in  DeP 
mond,  prevented  the  calamities  of  war.    A  treaty 
was  commenced  by  their  interpofition,  and  fpeedily 
concluded  between  the  Defmonians  and  de  Burgo, 
who  had  the  honour  of  receiving  hoftages  from 
the  Iri(h  lords  as  a  fecurity  for  the  due  performance 
of  their  ftipulations,   and  returned  peaceably  to 
Limerick,  but  foon  found  new  employment  for 
hir  enterprising  genius.     Cathal,  the  Connaught 
prince,  who  had  been  depofed  by  his  arms,  had 
ftill  a  confiderable  faftion  in  hi^  favour,  and  ftill 
entertained  hopes   of  recovering  his 
The  prefent  fituation  of  his  Engliih  allie 
and  IJlfter  deprived  him  of  all  hopes  c 
ther  afliftance  from  thcfe  quarters.     C 
aflbciate,  of  Tir-Owen,  was  in  circun 
milar  to  his  own,  diepofed,   and  now  labouring  to 
be  re-eftabliflied.     As  his  laft  refource,  he.  con-- 
ceived  the  defign  of  applying  to  de.  Burgo  ^  with 
a  fubtilty   of  ••4d«fs,    which  an   adive   temper 
foon  learns  from  contention  and  misfortune,  he 
laboured  to  detach  this  lord  from  the  interefts  of 
his  rival ;  and  by  flattery  and  pr^ifes  fo  efFeSu- 
ally  prevailed,  that  he  now  declared  againft  the 
prince  whom  he  had  but  juft  eftabliflied ;  and  in   ' 
conjunftion  witn  Cathal  marched  into  Connaught 
to  dcpofc  him'^-     Carragh,  though  furprized,  and 
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ill  provided  for  defence,  encountered  his  invaders 
with  becoming  fpirit ;  and  when  overpowered  by 
numbers,  difdaining  to  furvive  the  lofs  of  royalty, 
fell  bravely  in  the  field.  Cathal  thus  reftored, 
was  now  to  perform  the  promifes  he  had  lavished 
on  his  new  ally.  De  Burgo  had  been  too  much 
dazzled  by  the  hopes  of  large  and  valuable  ceffions 
in  his  province,  to  difcern  the  infincerity  of  this 
prince ;  and  was  now  confounded  to  find  all  his 
rapacious  views  utterly  difappointed,  and  his  ier- 
vices  repaid  with  treachery  and  ingratitude.  His 
demands  were  difdainfully  rejedled ;  and  when  he 
had  recourfe  to  arms  for  his  redrefs,  the  fuperiour 
force  of  Cathal  foon  obliged  him  to  confult  his 
fafety  by  a  precipitate  and  diftionourablc  flight. 

In  order  to  revenge  this  perfidy"^,  and  to  retrieve 
the  honour  of  his  arms,  de  Burgo  made  another 
inroad  into  Connaught ;  but  was  fpeedily  recalled 
to  his  head-quarters  by  the  alarm  of  a  new  and 
formidable  enemy.  Meiler  Fitz-Henry  had  by 
this  time  been  enabled  to  raife  a  confiderable  force ; 
and  juftly  conceiving  that  it  was  his  firft  duty  to 
fupport  the  authority  of  his  roy^l  maftfcr  againft 
his  revolted  fubjefts  x)f  England,  bent  his  march 
tbwards  Limerick,  declaring  his  refolution  to 
chaftife  the  difloyalty  of  its  prefent  governour. 
The  Irifh  princes  feared  and  hated  de  Burgo ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  were  juftly  alarmed  at  an  ap- 
pearance of  vigour  and  adivity  in  the  Englifti 
government.  CKhal  determined  to  fecure  himfelf 
againft  the  revenge  which  he  had  juftly  provoked^ 
by  treating  with  Meiler,  and  offering  his  afliftance 
againft  their  common  enemy.  O  Brien  of  Tho- 
mond  made  the  like  tender  of  his  fervices ;  fo  that 
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an  Englifti  governour  was  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
feen  at  the  head  of  the  native  Irifh,  marching 
againft  his  own  countrymen.  Meiler  thus  rein- 
forced, formed  the  fiege  of  Limerick  with  an  army 
which  de  Burgo  was  utterly  unable  to  refill.  He 
had  no  refource  but  to  capitulate,  and  return  to  his 
allegiance:  His  fubmlffion  was  accepted,  and  his 
homage  renewed ;  and  Meiler  was  now  at  leifure 
to  enter  into  a  more  regular  and  formal  treaty  with 
his  new  Irifh  affociates.  They  had  both  been  har- 
rafled  by  fadtion  and  contention  in  their:  different 
provinces,  and  therefore  were  the  readier  to  feek 
for  flielter  in  the  protection  of  the  Englifli  govern- 
ment. O'Brien  made  fuch  cfenceffions  as  feem  to 
have  {hocked  the  pride  of  his  countrymen,  and 
gave  hoftages  as  a  fecurity  for  the  peaceable  and 
faithful  performance  of  his  ftipulations.  The  con- 
ceflions  of  Cathal  were  ftill  more  important.  He 
confented  to  furrendcr  two  parts  of  Conn  aught  to 
king  John,  and  to  pay  one  hundred  marks  annually 
for  the  third  part"",  which  he  retailed,  and  was  to 
hold  in  vaflalage.  The  king  was  even  allowed  to 
choofe  his  portion  in  the  moft  improved,  conve- 
nient, and  beft  inhabited  parts  of  Connaught.  At 
leaft  he  diredls  that  the  choice  fhould  be  thus  made, 
in  his  letter  to  Meiler  Fitz-Henry,  whom  he  in- 
verts with  all  the  iffues  and  profits  of  his  portion, 
to  be  expended  on  fortifying  and  improving  it  *. 

I        The 
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"  Rex  &c.  diicdo  &  fideli  fuo  Meilero  filio  Henrici  jufticiario 
^  Hibemiae  falutem*  Mandaftis  nobis  per  literas  veftras  &  nuncios 
Boflros  Sc  veftros,  quod  rex  Conaciae  nobis  quiecas  clamafTet  duas 
partes  Conaciae,  ita  quod  tertia  pars  ei  remaneret  tenendum  heredi- 
toriae  per  centem  marcas  nobis,  &  hacredibus  noftris  inde  reddendas 
annuatim.     Et  quia  videtur  nobis  &  confiMo  noilro  hoc  nobis  fexpe- 
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The  fpirit  of  independence  and  di£ifiRt9icm 
which  had  lately  appeared  among  the  Englifli  ba-^ 
rons  of  Ireland^  had  been  excited  not  only  foy 
their  large  grants,  and  extensive  iettlemetits^  but 
by  the  circumftances  and  fituation  of  the  En^iifa 
monarch*  Like  the  other  lords  of  his  realm>  they 
were  neither  reconciled  to  his  fucceffion,  xixxt  Atis* 
£ed  with  his  condud.  Readily  imbibing  thie 
fentim^ntfi  of  their  countrymen,  they  learned  to 
defpife  the  meannefs  of  his  treaty  with  France ; 
they  were  provoked  at  hii  oppredions  in  England, 
confounded  at  the  death  of  Arthur ;  and  fccuns 
(as  they  fuppofed)  by  their  diftant  lituation,  vented 
their  invedives  agaioft  ha  fuppofed  murderer  vridi 
the  greater  fre^om  and  virulenic:e'.  The  violent 
and  artkfs  temper  of  John  dc  Courccy  was  parti- 
cularly enflamcd  by  the  unhappy  fate  of  st  young 
prince,  whofe  pretentions  to  the  crown  he  had 
originally  approved,  and  whofe  death  he  now  re- 
lented in  fuch  terms  of  reproach,  a;s  fuited  his 
unrefined  integrity.  Hugh  de  Lacy>  »ore  ffcxibte 
and  temporising,  and  fecretly  env}ring  the  growing 
power  of  this  lord,  feized  the  advantage  t^  his 
indifcre^on,  and  delated  him  to  the  l^^^ing  j;  vi^ng 

the 

Sire,  fi  vobis  ita  tidftttir  vobh  maiichuntis  qtiod  hoc  ita  fieri  feriath^ 
ka  ^uod  etigalds  iSas  daas  partes  ad  op«s  aoftrutn  ificut  ^Sfteliiis  vkk* 
ritis  expedire,  in  £de  qua  nobis  tenemini,  ubi  fcilicet  m^liores  villae 
&  portus  ftterint,  Be  loca  compctentiora  ad  commbdum  Hftftrum,  & 
ad  fortes  domos  firmandas.  £t  de  praediAo  rege  obiides  &  quafcuO' 
que  poteretis  fecuritatas  capiatis,  quod  fidelis  nobis  exiftet ;  &  re- 
maneat  ei  prapdidla  t^rtia  pars  Coi\aciae  per  pi^di£tum  fervitium ;  &f 
eiHciatis  quod  omnes  nativi  S(  fugitivi  qui  ex  duabus  partibus  quae 
nobis  remanferint,  exierint,  revertantor  cum  Omnibus  cattalUs  4k  fe:- 
quela  fua ;  &  it)  iifdem  partibus  noftris  caftellas  £rmeti&»  >k  vilias 
eonftitiiiati«,  &  redditus  amdeatis»  &  commodum  noftram  &:irt  nelius 
exp^dire  videritis  ^ciatis.  £t  ad  hoc  facieiidain>  exitvs  ejid4(fB 
terrae,  fi  opus  itierit,  Sc  redditus  noftros  capiatis,  <8c  com  oofais  nan- 
dentis  quid  inde  faceritis,  fbcundiiai  qcrod  nobis  mandaveritis»  eidem 
regi  c<utam  no^am  faciemus."    Tefte,  &c. 
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the  d&ttgfer  ©f  b  ftVolwd  fubjeta  atttn^ed  with  ^ 
krge  and  watUkt  train>  in  a  iktion  b£  confiikra-r 
ble  ftrength  5  and  who,  n©t  contented  with  re- 
nouncing hi^  allegiance)  openly  and  boldly  accufed 
hi€  fovarelgn  us  theafiMln  df  his  tiephew,  uid 
right^l  lifege  Iwd* 

J6W»  W**  l^ung  With  this  i«pfoath,  and  pt^^ 
vbked  at  his  revolt^.    Hie  fummonfed  him  to  repisur 
to  his  ptefeftcfei  and  d<o  him  hbtnage.  l)e  Gouitey 
tt^eated  his  h^andate  with  conK^mpt  i  {o  that  abdut 
the  feme  tiinfe  that  Meiler  Fita-Mertfy  was  pf^- 
paring  to  ttdwce  dfe  BtifgOj  de  Lac^y>   and  hi* 
brother  Walter  had  commiffion   to  Wbdud    thi* 
refractory  baron,  and  to  fend  him  prifoner  to  the 
king.     The  hopes  and  paifidns  6f  a  rival  wefe  ef- 
feduaily  gratified  by  thi«  commiflion  5  which  th* 
brothers  proceeded  to  -feS-ecute  with  the  utm^  iia- 
cti^y.     jyt  Laeey  l6d  on  his  tr^^ps,  pierced  int<5^ 
Ulfter^,  and   is  fad  tt>  have  come  to  an  engage- 
taent  With  de  Gtyurcey  at  Down,  in  which  he 
M^s  foWred  tto   tttire   With  difgrace>  and   no  in- 
cowfkkt able  Idfs.     The  Udfter  lord,  however,  <:oh^ 
kiovfs  that  hfc  Cotold  not  feng  maintain  a  Wat-  Jtgatnft 
ftch  fbrctes  Us  the   English  government    toight 
cbihmand,  and  dreading  to  be  difpoiled  x>f  hrs  va- 
luable iacquifitions,  consented  lb  ftibmft  and  4e 
hoinage  to  John  °,  demanding  a  fafe  cond^hft,  and 
giving  hoftages  and  fiardttes  for  his  peaceable  de- 
partufe  afnd  appearance  before  th6  king.  The  Irifh 
awnalifts  jWentioh  ndfthi'hg  «iore  of  the  tranfaftion^ 
of  thefe  contending  lords,  bm  that  Ijacey  com- 
pdltd  John  de  Cowcey  to  depart  from  Ulfter ; 
tod  ihat  he  obtained  th^  fafe^onduiS  of  Tiro  wen. 

The 
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The  ^rchieves  of  the  Tower  fumifli  ms  with  the 
mandate  of  John  to  the  Ulfter  barony  who  had 
become  fureties  for  their  chief,  direftpig  them  to 
caufe  him  to  appiar  and  perform  his  fervice,  by  a 
term  to  be  affigned  by  his  lord  juftice  of  Ireland ; 
together  with  the  king's  fafe-condudt  to  de  Cout- 
cey,  and  the  ^mes  of  the  Hoftages  delivered  on 
his  part"".  But  the  Englifh  writers  have  (upon  the 
acknowledged  authority  of  Irifh  narratives)  deli- 
vered a  fuller,  and  more  circumftantiaf  detail  of 
thefe  tranfadtions,  and  the  fortunes  of  John  de 
Coujrcey ;  which,  romantic  as  it  appears,  (hall  not 
be  paffed  over,  as  it  appears  to  be  not  unworthy  of 
fome  remark. 


Immediately  after  the  defeat  at  Dowtt^jCl^ 
thpfe  annalifts  deliver)  de  Courcey  offeiis|:^^^* 
combat  to  Hugh  de  Lacey,  which  this  ^B^ 
rifpedtpf  his  comnoiflion  from  the  Idiig^vif^j^ 
-  to  undertake  again^  ^  rebellious  fubjed ;  but^i  ]^y 
proclamation,  promifed  a  large  reward  to  tH^fe  who 
fhould  feize  and  4^ji|^  him  up  aliy«  01:  dead 
When  this  proved  inSledtual,  he  in  tl^  mext  place 
pradlifed  fecretly  with  fome  of  the  ^||^^(iants  ?ind 
followers  of  de  Courcey,  and  by  fckfit^s  and  pro- 
mifes  prevailed  upon  them  to  betr^  t^eir  maften 
Having  chofen  their  oj^porlunity,  when  he  was. 
doing  penance  near  the  .church  of  Down,  unfuf- 
pefting  and  unarmed,  they  attacked  and  killed 
Ibme  of  his  retinue,  particularly  two  fons  of  Ar- 
.  moric  of  Saint  Laurence,  who  rofe  up  to  defend 
*  their  uncle;  and  although  de  Courcey  with  his 
ufual  prowefs  feized  a  large  wooden  crofs,  and  with 
this  weapon  killed  thirteen  of  his  affailants,  yet 
the   furvivors  overpowered,   bound,  and  led  him 
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captive  to  de  Lacey;  demanding  the  reward  of 
their  treachery.  But  this  lord>  with  a  generous 
abhorrence  of  fuch  agents,  ordered  them  to  embark 
on  board  a  veflel  which  he  had  provided ;  with  a 
paffport  not  to  be  opened  until  they  (hould  land  ; 
in  which  he  related  their  perfidy  to  their  mafter, 
and  forbad  the  king's  fubjeifts  to  receive  or  proteft 
them.  Expofed  to  the  fea  without  pilot  and 
without  provifions,  they  were  at  length  driven  into 
Cork ;  and  there  thefe  wretched  men  were  hanged 
by  order  of  de  Lacey. 

In  the  mean  time  John  de  Courcey  was  con- 
veyed to  England,  and  condemned  to  perpetual 
imprifonment :  where  he  remained  unnoticed,  until 
a  champion  of  Philip  king  of  France  appeared  at 
the  court  of  John,  and  propofed  to  aflert  his  maf- 
ter's  claim  to  Normandy,  or  to  fome  caftle  of  this 
province  (for  it  is  varioufly  related)  in  fingle  com- 
oat.  John,  mortified  to  find  no  fubjed  of  )ixs 
realm  prepared  to  encounter  this  boifterous  chal- 
lenger, is  reminded  that  his  prifoner  de  Courcey 
promifed  by  his  valour  and  bodily  ftrength  to  prove 
more  than  equal  to  the  French  champion.  De 
Courcey  is  invited  to  fupport  the  honour  of  his 
country :  and,  after  repeated  denials,  is  at  length 
prevailed  upon,  not  for  the  fake  of  John  who  had 
treated  him.fo  injurioufly,  but  for.the  honour  of 
his  crown  and  kingdom,  to  accept  the  challenge* 
He  defires  his  own  fword  to  be  brought  from  Ire- 
land ;  the  rigours  of  his  confinement  are  foftened  j 
and  his  ftrength  reftored  by  due  care  and  nourifh- 
ment.  The  day  of  this  important  decifion  arrives  : 
the  princes  and  nobles  of  eajph  nation  are  afleihbled 
in  the  moft  anxious  impatience  for  the  event :  the  . 
Frenchman   firft   appears  :    de   Courcey  prepares 
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with  a  compofurc  and  deliberation  highly  provok*- 
ing  to  thofe  who  are  to  conduct  him  y  to  whom 
he  obfervcs  with  a  fullen  eafe,  that  if  any  of  them 
were  invited  to  fuch  a  l)anquet,.they  would  make 
no  great  hafte  :  and  when  he  at  length  enters  the 
lifts,  the  Frenchman  having  furveyed  him  minutely> 
and  being  terrified  by  the  ftern  afpedt,  the  gigantic 
iize,  and  ftrong  proportion  of  his  antagonift^  de- 
clines the  combat^  and  flies  into  Spain. 

The  two  kings,  who  are  faid  to  havfe  been 
.  witnefles  of  this  triumph  of  de  Courcey^  novr 
entreated  him  to  give  fome  proof  of  hia  bodily 
ftrength,  as  they  had  been  difappointed  in  theif 
expedations  of  his  hardy  combat  with  the  French- 
man. In  compliance  with  their  defire,  we  are 
told,  that  he  ordered  a  ftake  to  b^  driven  into  the 
ground,  on  which  were  placed  a  coat  of  mail  and 
helmet.  Then  drawing  his  fword,  and  looking 
with  a  ftern  and  threatening  afped:  on  the  princes^ 
he  ftruck  it  through  the  armour  fo  deeply  into  the 
ftake,  that  no  one  but  himfelf  cotfld  draw  it  out* 
The  princes  exprefled  their  aftonifliment  not  only 
at  his  vigour,  but  at  the  ftrange  and  menacing 
looks  which  he  had  darted  at  them  both :  to  whom 
he  anfwered  with  a  rude  and  fullen  violence,  that 
had  he  miffed  his  blow,  he  ftiould  have  ftricken 
off  their  heads.  The  importance  of  his  prefcnt 
fervice  atoned  for  thefe  paffionate  expreflions.  John 
gave  him  his  liberty,  reftored  him  to  his  poffef- 
fions^  and  it  is  added,  that  on  this  occafion,  he,  at 
the  requeft  of  de  Courcey,  granted  to  him  and  his 
heirs  the  privilege  of  ftanding  covered  in  their  firft 
audience  with  the  king  of  England. 

To 
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To  heighten  the  marvellous  of  this  narrative 
ftill  further,  vsre  are  affured,  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Book  of  Howth,  that  wrhen  this  lord  attempted 
to  return  into  Iteland,  he  was  repeatedly  driven 
back  by  contrary  winds,  which  rofe  in  fudden 
gufts  on  every  embarkation  :  that  he  was  as  often 
warned  in  a  viiion,  that  all  his  attempts  to  viiit 
Ireland  were  vain,  for  that  he  had  grievoufly  of- 
fended, by  depriving  the  mafter^  zxidfetting  up  the 
fervant :  and  that,  recolleding  that  he  had  for- 
merly tranflated  the  church  of  Down  dedicated  to 
the  Holy  Trinity,  into  an  abbey  of  black  monks, 
confecra|ed  to  the  honour  of  Saint  Patrick;  he 
acknowledged  his  offence,  retired  into  France,  and 
there  died. 

They  who  rejed  the  fuperftitious  addition,  have 
yet  adopted  the  romantic  part  of  this  narrative 
without  fcruple;  though  both  evidently  ftand 
upon  the  fame  original  authority.  The  ftory  of 
the  feizure  and  captivity  of  de  Courcey  is  confuted 
by  a  public  record,  which  agrees  with  the  fhort 
ftridure  of  the  manufcript  I  have  quoted,  and  is 
of  infinitely  more  authority  than  the-  longeft  train 
of  annalifls  and  hiflorians,  each  echoing  the  tale 
of  his  prcdeceflbr.  The  champion  and  the  chal- 
lenge is  framed  in  conformity  to  the  manners  of 
this  age,  in  which  the  rights  of  princes  were  fre- 
quently decided  by  fingle  cbmbat.  But  before  the 
date  of  John's  fafe-condu<ft  granted  to  de  Courcey, 
Normandy  had  been  loft,  and  even  Roan,  its  laft 
remaining  city,  abandoned  by  his  fhameful  con- 
duft.  The  proof  of  vigour,  which  the  Ulfter 
lord  is  faid  to  have  exhibited  before  the  two  kings, 
is  equally  repugnant  to  the  tenor  of  authentic 
hiftory.     From   the  time  of  his^  departure   from 
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Ireland,  there  is  no  period  in  the  whole  reign  of 
John,  in  which  thefc  fovcreigns  could  have  held  a 
pcrfonal  conference  either  in  France  or  England. 
The  general  nature  and  form  of  this  narrative,  the 
circumftantial  minutenefs  with  which  it  is  deli- 
vered, and  the  poetical  colouring  by  which  it  is 
enlivened,  render  it  fufpicious  even  at  firft  view  : 
public  records  xiete<ft  fome  part  of  it  ;  the  moft 
authentic  and  incontefled  hiflories  of  this  reign 
deftroy  the  credit  of  others,  and  indeed  leave 
nothing  that  claims  any  reafonable  or  plaafible 
fupport. 

But  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  detain  the 
reader  by  this  romantic  tale,  merely  for  *  the  fake 
of  refuting  it,  if  we  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  a 
Ipecimen  not  unworthy  of  regard,  of  the  narrative 
of  Irifh  bards  and  romancers,  and  the  liberties  they 
affumed  of  enlarging  and  embellifhing  the  real 
incidents  of  their  times.  They  who  lived  in  earlier 
times  are  not  fo  eafily  detected.  But  we  fee  with 
what  caution  we  are  to  receive  their  narratives, 
when  in  times  lefs  obfcure,  and,  when  confronted 
by  other  evidence,  this  order  of  men  have  hazarded 
fuch  bold  fidions,  and  with  fuch  eafe  and  fuch 
fuccefs,  have  obtruded  the  marvellous  and  the 
afFedting  upon  their  unrefined  hearers,  for  real 
hiftory.  But  as  we  find  in  thefe  inftances  that  the 
.  tales  of  the  Iriili  bards  were  founded  upon  faifts, 
we  may  reafonably  conclude  that  their  predeceflfors 
took  the  fame  courfe  :  that  they  fophiftitated  the 
truth  by  their  additions,  but  were  not  entirely 
inventors.  Their  very  fi<flions  feem  to  prove  that 
fome  folid  foundation  of  true  hiftory  lay  at  the 
bottom  of  their  gaudy  fuperftrudtures.  The  tra- 
dition of  the  death  of  earl  Strongbow's  fon  may 
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have  been  merely  the  invention  of  a  popular  rhimer, 
but  we  may  fairly  coUeft  from  it,  that  the  earl  was 
rigid  in  his  temper,  and  fevere  in  his  difcipline  : 
and  the  narrative  now  recited,  affords  an  additional 
evidence  that  John  de  Courcey,  fb  famous  in  the 
annals  of  Ireland,  was  robuft,  valiant,  and  boi- 
fterous,  difaffeiScd  tp  king  John,  forced  from 
Uliler  by  de  Lacey,  and  obliged  to  furrender, 
and  attend  the  kipg  in  England. 

Upon  the  death  of  this  lord"",  wliich  feems'  to 
have  happened  foon  after  his  departure  from    Ire- 
land^ (or  poffibly  upon  bis  iirft  difgrace)  tbe  earl- 
dom of  Ulfter  was  granted  to  Hugh  de  Lacey,  in 
prejudice  to  the  claim  of  Milo,  fon  of  de  Courcey, 
and  one  of  thofe  hoftages  he  had  fent  to  John.*"* 
And  this  feems  to  prove  that  John  de  Courcey  had 
not  been   reconciled  to  the  king,  ngr  reftored  to 
favour.     On  the  contrary,  his  honburs   and  pof- 
jfcffions    transferred  to  Another  lord,  by  the  indif- 
creet  and  capricious  bounty  of  the  king,  ferved  to 
fwell  the  pride,  and  raife  the  power  of  the  Laceys 
to  a  formidable  height.     Their   inveteracy  ^gainft 
their  late  rival  (the  caufe  of  which  is  not  particu- 
larly explained)  and  their  apprehenfions  that  his 
pofterity  might  at  fome  time  regain  what  was  now 
beftowed  on  thera^  operated  with  fuch  unrelenting 
feverity,'  that  a  natural  fon  of  de  Courcey,  lord  of 
Raheny,  a  diftrid  in  the   neighbourhood  of  Dub- 
lin, is  faid  to  have  been  aiTaffinated  by  their  con- 
trivance".    And    pofHbly   their    violences   might 
have  extended  ftill  further,  to  the  father-in-law  of 
this    lord,  the   king   of  Man  ^;  for  we  find  that 
about  this  time,  he  was  oblig;cd  to  fue  to   king 
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John  for  protcdion  againft  his  enemies^  which  ho 
received  by  a  formal  pateDt»  for  himfelf,  his  lands, 
and  people.  ,  v 

**' 
AiTD  now,  as  the  diftreffes  of  John  required 
the  prefence  and  affiftance  of  his  moft  trufty  and 
favourite  barons,  both  Hugh  de  Lacy,  and  Meiler 
Fitz^Henry,  were  called  into  England*',  and  the 
government  of  Ireland  entrufted  to  Walter  de  La- 
cev,  together  with  the  archdeacon  of  Stafford, 
who,  poflibly  from  his  function,  was  deemed  a 
proper  agent  to  folicit  the  fubfidy  which  John  now 
demanded  from  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  Philip,  and 
to  recover  Normandy :  a  pretence  which  ferved 
him  to  harrafs  his  fubjefts  with  oppreffive  de- 
mands, exafted  without  mercy,  and  laviflied  with- 
out honour  or  advantage ;  till  the  ambition  of 
pope  Innocent  the  third  roufed  him  from  that 
fcandalous  infenfibility,  with  which  he  had  beheld 
the  lofs  of  his  continental  dominions^.  This  po- 
litic and  afpiring  pontiff,  though,  a  little  before 
the  acceffion  of  king  John,  he  had  been  openly 
and  boldly  oppofed  even  by  a  prince  of  Defmond, 
in  his  attempt  to  confer  the  bifliopric  pf  Rofs,  yet 
found  another  opportunity  of  making  experiment 
of  his  power  in  Ireland,  before  he  declared  hi^ 
defigns  ^igainft  the  church  and  ftate  of  England. 

In  moft  of  the  grants  made  to  the  Englifli  ad- 
venturers in  Ireland,  there  was  an  exprefs  referva- 
tion  of  the  donations  of  bifhoprics  and  abbies  to 
the  lord  of  Ireland.  So  that  on  the  deceafe  of 
Thomas  O'Connor,  prelate  of  Armagh,  king  John 
afferted  his  privilege,  and  nominated  an  Englifli-. 
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man,  named  Humphry  de  Tickhult  to  the  fee^* 
But  the  fufFragan  bifliops,  and  fome  clergy  of  the 
diocefe,  probably  by  the  practices  of  a  legate  now 
refident  in  England,  proceeded  without  regard  to 
the  roys^l  mandate,  to  ele6t  Eugene  one  of  their 
own  countrymen^.  John,  incenfed  at  this  con- 
' tempt  of  his  authority,  addreffes  an  appeal  to  the 
Irifli  legate,  againft  this  irregular  ele;6lion  :  while 
Eugene  in  the  mean  time  repairs  to  Rome,  and  is 
confirmed  by  the  pope.  The  king,  ftill  more 
provoked,  fends  a  ppremptory  mandate  to  the 
clergy  of  Armagh,  and  another  dire<5ted  to  all  the 
faithful  in  this  diocefe,  ftridly  forbidding  them  to* 
receive  Eugene,  or  to  acknowledge  him  as  theiif 
prelate  :  and,  ftill  refolute  in  defence  of  his  rights, 
on  the  death  of  TickhuU**,  nominates  the  arch- 
deacon of  Meath  as  his  fucceffor.  Thus  was  the 
conteft  protraiSed  for  a  conliderable  time  :  the 
clergy  of  Armagh  adhering  to  the  pope,  and  re- 
ceiving Eugene  ;  the  king  infifting  on  his  privi-» 
kges,  and  with-holding  the  temporalties  of  the 
fee. 

In  this  conteA,  t^e  dergy  had  the  popular 
favour  and  opinion  entirely  oh  their  fide  ;  an  ad- 
vantage of  fome  moment.  The  Englifti  competi- 
tors for  the  primacy  had  their  fole  reliance  upon 
court-favour.  Unnoticed  in  their  own  country 
they  had  fought  that  preferment  in  another,  which 
they  could  not  claim  by  their  merits  where  they 
were  better  known,  and  obtained  it  by  fome  for- 
tunate incidents,  or  connections.  Eugene,  on  the 
contrary,  had  recommended  himfelf  by  a  long 
courfe  of  exemplary  condudt,  which  raifed  the 
utmoft  indignation  at  the  pretenfions  of  his  rivals, 

and 
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and  caft  an  odium  on  the  oppofition  of  John* 
When  he  repaired  to  England,  in  order  to  make 
his  peace  with  this  prince,  his  countrymen  could 
not  conceive  that  a  prelate  of  fuch  tranfcerident 
worth  and  holinefs  had  any  motive  for  this  journey, 
but  the  welfare  of  the  nation ;  and  their  annalifts, 
equally  prejudiced,  reprefent  him  as  qndAtaking  a 
painful  journey  to  the  court  of  England^,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  lay  open  the  irregularities  of  the  Engliflx 
fcttlers,  and  to  plead  againft  their  avarice  and 
oppreffion* 

But  the  length  to  which  this  difoute  had  been 
protraded,  and  the  intervention  of  affairs  much 
more  important,  operated  in  favour  of  Eugene  and 
his  pretenfions,  tnore  than  the  fuperiority  of  his 
charaifter''.  Above  all,  three  hundred  marks  of 
filver  and  one  hundred  marks  of  gold,  prefented 
to  the  king,  in  his  neceflitics,  without  the  apparent 
interference  of  the  prelate,  foftened  the  violence 
of  John,  and  at  length  prevailed  upon  him  to 
invert  Eugene  with  all  the  rights  of  the  fee :  fo 
that  Innocent  thus  gained  an  advantage,  which  he 
tookeffedual  care  to  improve  in  his  conteft  about 
the  fucceflion  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury*^  The 
pride  and  paffio^ate  violence  of  John,  here,  bore 
up  for  a  while  againft  the  refolute  and  determined 
rigour  of  the  pontiff*  His  claims  were  received 
with  indignation  ;  the  fentence  of  interdid:  re- 
venged by  the  fevereft  oppreffions  of  the  Englifh 
clergy  ;  and  when  ^the  bifhop  of  Exeter  had  with 
others  of  his  brethren  declared  for  the  pope,  and 
abandoned  his  diocefe,  the  Irifli  prelate  of  Armagh, 
whofe  eledion  the  king  had  but  jufl  now  oppofed, 
was  called  into  England,  and   entrufted  with   his 
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paftoral  charge".  But  the  dreadful  fentence  of 
excommunication,  the  apparent  difaffcdlion  of  his 
fubjed:s,  and  the  well-grounded  fear  of  a  confpi- 
racy,  at  length,  fo  far  prevailed  over  the  king's 
ufual  indolence,  that  an  army  wsls  raifed  by  pilla- 
ging the  miferable  Jews,  to  give  luftre  to  his 
government,  and  to  intimidate  his  enemies^  And 
as  Scotland  and  Wales,  which  were  firft  threatened, 
took  care  to  avert  the  fiorm  of  war  by  a  timely  fub- 
miilion,  the  laft  pretence  for  affecting  an  appear- 
ance of  vigour,  and  keeping  up  a  military  force, 
was  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  and  the  re- 
dudlion  of  his  enemies  in  this  country. 

The  prefent  condition  of  Ireland  was  not  ap- 
parently fo  critical  and  alarming  as  to  require  the 
immediate  prefence  of  the  Iciiagand  his  royal  army. 
The  vigour  and  activity  of  MoTi&r-Fitz-Henry  in 
the  fouthern  expedition  againft  de  Burgho,  had 
given  the  Englifti  intereft  a  firmer  eftablifliment  in 
this  part  of  Ireland,  than  it  had  obtained  for  fomc 
years.  Not  only  Limerick  but  Cork  had  been  re- 
covered^ ;  and  a  ftrong  fort  added  to  this  latter- 
city,  which  kept  the  Defmonians  in  due  fub- 
jciaion  :  and  the  death  of  Daniel  Mac-Arfhy,  their 
warlike  chief,  together  with  their  own  inteftine 
broils,  which  never  were  fufpended,  weakened 
this  people ;  and  of  confequence  gave  ftrength  to 
the  Englifh.  Meafures  were  concertq^  by  Meiler 
for  adding  fplendor  and  confequence  to  the  Englifli 
government''.  At-^his  inftances,  John's  mandate 
was  received  for  building  a  tower  in  Dublin  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  treafur^,  which  the  deputy  was  em- 
powered to  enlarge  into  a  royal  palace^  if  he  (hould 
find  it  expedient :  and  three  hundred  marks,  a  fine 
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due  from  one  of  the  king's  barons  of  Ireland,  were 
affigned  towards  defraying  the  expence^.  A  dread- 
ful plague,  however,  which  had  fpread  throu^ 
m^ny  parts  of  Leinfter,  raged  with  particulaF 
violence  in  Dublin  :  and  as  fuch  calamities  are  often 
aggravated  by  the  outrages  of  the  defperate  and 
neceflitous,  the  deputy  received  a  fpecial  order  to 
expel  ^11  robbers  and  plunderers  from  the  king's 
lands  of  Ireland^,  and  to  execute  the  Englifli  laws 
on  fuch  delinquents.  A  melancholy  inftance  of 
fuch  outrages  is  recorded  by  hiftorians"",  and  hath 
its  annual  memorial  continued  to  this  day.  During 
the  feftival  of  Eafter,  a  time  of  fport  and  feftivity, 
the  citizens  of  Publin  affemjbled  for  recreation  at 
a  diftance  from  the  town,  when  fome  lawlefs  fepts 
iflued  from  their  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wicklow,  fell  with  the  utmoft  fury  oa  this. 
companyj>  and  flaughtered  three  hundred  of  their 
number.  A  new  colony  frona  Briftol  foon  fup- 
plied  this  lofs,  and  exerted  themfelv^  fa  eff^du- 
ally  *,  that  their  inhuman  ravaeers  were  broken 
and  fuppreffed  ;  and  the  peace  of  the  Englifh  ter- 
ritory reftored  :  while  the  great  Irifli  chiefs  in  the 
remoter  p^rts  of  the  ifland,  ftill  adhered  to  their 
fubmiflions  and  engagenients,  and  were  confidered 
as  fo  faithfully  and  peaceably  affeded,  that  in  the 
year    1208,  when  Mailer,  after  fome  interval  of 
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*  Hence  it  grew  a  cuftomfor  the  magiftracy  and  citizens  to  hold 
an  annual  feaft  upon  the  place  where  the  maflacre  had  been  com-, 
mitted,  in  defiance  of  their  invaders  ;  who,  by  a  formal  proclama- 
tion, were  challenged  to  meet  them  in  the  field,  or  to  fubmit  to  the 
king.  To  exprefs  the  greater  contempt  of  their  power,  this  chal- 
lenge and  defiance  were  afterwards  appointed  to  be  made  by  the 
finging  boys  of  their  cathedral,  as  if  they  were  fufficient  to  defen4 
the  city  againft  thefe  fepts.  And  the  choirs  are  annuajly  regaled  ac 
this  place,  called  the  Wood  of  CuUen,  and  make  the  fame  ridicur 
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tbfence,  was  fent  to  refume  his  government'', 
John's  letters  of  credence  were  addrefled  to  the 
idng  of  Connaught,  and  all  the  other  kings  and 
phiefs  of  Ireland,  So  that  whatever  private  comr 
plaintij  or  local  contefts  might  fubfift,  the  king  had 
ho  objed:  confiderable  enough  for  leading  an  army 
into  Ireland ;  and  therefore,  froni  the  want  of  a 
fairer  pretence,  denounced  his  vengeance  againft 
the  overgrown  power  of  the  Laceys'^j^  which  had 
indeed  tempted  them  to  relax  their  attention  and 
deference  to  John;  and  which,  like  others  of 
their  countrymen,  they  had  exercifcd  with  an  op- 
preflive  violence. 

Among  the  nobles  from  whom  John  had  de- 
manded hoftages,  at  the  time  when  the  fentence 
of  interdict:  and  excommunication  had  poffeffed  him 
with  the  feai^s  of  a  confpiracy,  was  William  de 
Braofa,  lord  of  Brecknock,  who  had  received  con- 
fiderable grants  in  Thomond"".  To  the  king's 
meflengers  who  came  for  this  purpofe,  the  wife 
of  Braofa  anfwered  with  an  indifcreet  and  paffionate 
fevcrity,  that  her  children  never  fliould  be  entrufted 
to  the  man  who  had  murthered  his  own  nephew. 
Vengeance  was  denounced  againft  William,  al- 
though he  is  faid  to  have  reproved  his  wife's 
intemperance,  and  promifed  obedience  to  the  royal 
will.  The  arrears  due  to  the  king  from  his  lands  in 
Ireland  were  inftantly  demanded^ ;  and  on  the  firft 
default  of  payment  orders  iflued  to  feize  his  lands 
and  caftles,  and  to  fecure  his  perfon,  William, 
juftly  dreading  the  cruelty  of  an  incenfed  and 
vindiftive  tyrantf  fled  to  Ireland,  with  Itis  wife  and 
children,  where  they  were  protedted  by  de  Lacey, 
in  defiance  of  the  king's  difpleafure^  ;   nor   was 
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John  afhamed,  in  the  meannefs'^of  his  revenge, 
to  affign  the  neccflity  of  reducing  this  out-law 
and  his  adherents,  as  the  reafon  for  his  expedition 
into  Ireland. 

He  arrived  at  Dublin  in  June  of  the  year  twelve 
hundred  and  ten° :  and  the  Englifti  writers  affure 
us,  that  immediately  on  his  landing,  more  than 
twenty  Irifh  dynafts  attended  to  do  him  homage: 
while  his  Englifh  barons  Hugh  and  Walter  dc 
Lacey,  dreading  the  confequences  of  their  lawlcfs 
oppreflion,  and  their  embezzelment  of  the  kings 
revenue,  fled  to  Frai^ce'' ;  where  William  de  Braofa 
alfo  fought  flielter  from  Johi^'s  refentment,  leaving 
his  wife  and   children  ftill  concealed  in   Ireland. 
Cathal,  king  of  Connaught,  agreeably  to  his  for- 
mer ftipulations,    now  prefented  himfelf  before 
John'';    and  with  him    O'Nial,  prince   of  Tir- 
Owen,  who  had  long  proved  a  formidable  enemy 
to  John  dc  Courcey,  and  had  been  lately  reinftatcd 
in  his  territory,  was  prevailed  upon  to  attend  the 
king ;  but  not  before  two  hoftages  had  been  given 
as  a  fecurity  for  the  fafe-conduft  of  this  haughty 
chieftain.     The  terms  of  Cathal's  fubmiffion  had 
been  fettled  fome  years  before,  and  his  prefent 
purpofe  was  but  to  renew  his  engagements.  Thofe 
offered    to  O'Nial  were  apparently  accepted,  and 
the  chief  peaceably  difmiffed ;  but  with  the  ufual 
ficklenefs  of  his  countrymen,  he  feems  to  have 
inflantly  repented  of  his  fubmiflions''.     No  addi- 
tional conceflions  of  territory  were  made  by  the 
Irifli  lords  of  Deimond ;  thopgh  by  the  Englilh 
fettlement*  in  this  diftrid:,  and  particularly  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  they  were  prevented  from  giving  any 
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difturbance,  and  left  to  ilaughter  each  other,  in 
their  mutual  diflenfion^^.  In  Thomond,  Murtagh 
0*Brien,  who  had  fubmitted  to  Meiler,  feems  to 
have  fo  far  provoked  his  countrymen,  by  what  they 
deemed  an  ignoble  conceflion,  that  a  new  compe- 
titor was  raifed  up  againft  him,  who  deprived  him 
of  his  government,  and  held  him  in  captivity. , 
And  the  influence  of  John  could  now  extend  no 
ftirther,  than  to  procure  the  enlargement  of  this 
fubjedt  and  ally;  on  which  condition,  his  rival 
Donald  Carbragh  O'Brien  was  allowed  to  enjoy 
the  kingdom.  Notwithftanding  the  late  agree- 
ment of  O'Nial  with  king  John ;  yet,  no  foofter 
had  he  reached  his  own  territory,  than  he  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  give  hoftages,  and  treated  the 
mcflengers  fent  to  demand  them  with  an  mfolencp 
and  cotempt,  which  John  pafled  over  unnoticed, 
or  at  leaft  unpunifhed.  In  the  Chronicle  of  Harding, 
the  earls  of  Ulfter,  that  is,  the  Irifh  petty  princes 
of  this  province,  are  faid  to  have  made  their  fub- 
miflions  to  king  Johq  :  and  it  is  probable,  that 
moft  of  them  confented  to  pay  him  tribute,  but 
without  invefling  him  with  their  lands,  refigning 
their  fovereignties,  or  accepting  the  Englifh  laws^. 
Neither  was  the  very  province  of  Leinfter  without 
its  independent  chiefs,  in  Oflfory,  in  O'Fally,  and 
other  diftridts,  who,  while  they  gave  no  molefta- 
tion  to  the  Englifti,  claimed  the  right  of  admi- 
niftcring  their  own  petty  governments,  according 
to  the  old  Iriih  laws  and  cufloms. 

The  Engliili  arms,  however,  had  by  this  time, 
penetrated  into  every  province,  and  overfpread  the 
whole  ifland  with  new  fettlements,  exlubiting  a 
fpecious  appeafance  of  dominion  more  than  fuffi- 
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frequent  and  embarrafling;    and  at   prefent  the 
only  remedy  was  to  refort  to  England  for  dicifion. 

For  the  more  efFeftual  information^,  therefore, 
of  his  Irifli  fuBjedts,  Johnjiow  came  attended  with 
men  learned  in  the  laws  of  their  country,  by 
whofecounfcl  and  afliftance,  a  regular  code  and 
charter  of  Englifli  laws  was  at  the  general  defire 
of  his  liege-men  of  Ireland  ordained  and  appointed 
in  this  kingdom,  and  depofited,  for  their  diredion 
in  the  Exchequer  of  Dublin,  under  the  king's  feal, 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  land**,  (as  the  public 
records  exprefs  it)  that  is,  for  the  common  benefit 
of  all  who  acknowledged  allegiance  to  the  crown ; 
and  for  the  union  of  the  king's  lands,  as  his  fub- 
jedts  of  both  kingdoms  were  thus  united  under  the 
fame  head,  and  the  fame  fyftem  of  polity.  And 
for  the  regular  and  efFedtual  execution  of  thefe 
laws,  befides  the  eftablifliment  of  the  king's  courts 
of  judicature  in  Dublin,  there  was  now  made  a 
new  and  more  ample  divifion  of  the  king's  lands  of 
Ireland  into  counties,  where  flierifFs  and  other 
officers,  were  appointed.  Hiftorians  generally  enu- 
,  merate  twelve  fuch  counties  ellabliihed  by  John ; 
Dublin,  Meath,  Kildare,  Argjal  now  called  Lowth, 
Katherlagh,  Kilkenny,  Wexford,  Waterford,  Cork, 
Kerry,  Limerick,*  Tipperary  :  which  marks  the 
extent  of  the  Englifli  territory  as  confined  to  a  part 
of  Lejnfter  and  of  Munfter,  ^nd  to  thofe  parts  of 
Meath  and  Argial  which  lye  in  the  province  of 
Ulfler,  as  now  defined.  And  this  divifion  feems 
to  accord  with  the  Irifli  annals,  in  proving  that 
the  chiefs  in  the  remoter  difliridls  of  Ulfter  had  not 
given  John  the  dominion  of  their  lands.  As 
Cathal  had  made  fo  abfolute  a  refignation  of  two 
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cient  for  the  mean  and  illiberal  vanity  of  John ; 
who,  imagining  that  his  power  was  employed  to 
purpofes  of  fufficient  dignity,  while  he  exterminated 
fome  iryronfiderable  fepts  of  marauders  immediately 
round  his  ftat  of  government,  and  ftruck  a  gene- 
ral tcrrour  by  the  feverity  of  his  executions,  en- 
joyed the  ftate  and  confequence  of  a  fovereign  lord, 
and  projeded  fehemes  of  improvement  and 
legiflation* 

•. 
Henry  the  fecond,  by  his  ftipulations  with 
thofe  Englilh  lords  who  had  firft  adventured  into 
Ireland,  guarded  againft  their  growing  power,  and 
the  danger  of  ereding  themfelves  into  independent 
fovereigns,  by  obliging  them  to  do  homage  and 
feahy  to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs.  And  at,  the  fame 
time  that  he  thus  fecured  their  allegiance,  the 
agreement  on  his  part  was  equitable  and  reafonable, 
that  they  fhould,  in  their  new  fettlements,^  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  their  former  civil  confl:itution> 
and  ftill  be  governed  as  hi«  fubjedts  by  the  laws  of 
England.  But  the  difpofitiom,  made  by  him  for 
this  purpofe,  were  neceflarily  imperfed  and  inac- 
curate from  his  fhort  refidence  in  Ireland,  and  the 
more  prefling  objedts  of  his  attention.  It  doth 
not  appear  that  any  code  or  charter  had  been 
provided  by  Henry,  or  affigned  for  the  direction 
of  his  Irifli  fubjeds ;  who  were  bred  to  arms, 
many  of  them  flliterate,  and  probably,  none  per- 
fcdlly  informed  in  the  fyftem  by  which  they  were 
to  be  governed"^.  Many  who  held  lands  from  the 
crown,  were  even  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  their 
tenure,  and  the  manner  in  which  their  fervice 
ihould  be  performed.  In  cafes  more  dilEficult  and 
critical,  doubts  and  controverfies  muft  have  been 

frequent 
Y  Lib.  Niger.  Cath.  Dub.  Digitized  by  Uoogle 


224      HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.    B.  L 

parts  of  his  province,  it  feems  not  eafy  to  affign 
the  reafon  why  no  county  was  eftabliflicd  in  Con- 
naught.  If  there  was  fuch  an  omiflion,  (which 
is  fcarccly  to  be  fuppofed  upon  the  authprity.of 
very  inaccurate  writers)  it  was  in  fome  time  after 
fupplied ;  for  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  firft% 
there  are  records  which  mention  the  flieriflp  of 
Connaught,  and  the  (heriff  alfo  of  Rofcommon, 
as  a  diftind  county  ;  nor  muft  it  be  omitted,  th^t 
in  a  patent  of  the  fame  reign,  we  have  mention  of 
the  count)^  of  Defmond. 

While  John  was  engaged  in  the  regulation  of 
his  Iri(h  government,  thofe  barons,  who  had  fled 
from  his  refentment,  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
diftrefles.  Matilda,  the  wife  of  William  de  Bra- 
ofa,  foon  found  that  Ireland  could  not  aflfbrd  her  a 
fecure  retreat ;  and,  flying  into  Scotland,  was  there 
feized  by  one  of  John's  agents,  and  with  her  fa- 
mily conveyed  back  again,  to  anfwer  for  the  ofibn- 
ces  of  her  hufl3and,  or  rather  to  bear  the  punifli- 
ment  of  her  own  intemperance *".  As  (he  could 
not  pay  the  exorbitant  demands  of  arrears  claimed 
from  her  hufband's  lands  in  Munfter,  fhe  and 
her  children  were  fent  prifoners  to  the  cafl:le  of 
Briftol.  William,  alarmed  at  the  fituation  of  his 
family,  returned  to  England,  endeavoured  to  make 
his  peace  with  John ;  but,  as  this  could  not  be 
efFefted,  he  was  again  obliged  tft  retired.  The 
lady  is  alfo*  faid  to  have  addreflfed  herfelf^to  the 
queen,  and  attempted  to  purchafe  her  meditation, 
by  an  extraordinary  prefent  from  her  Irifh  dcmef- 
nes,  of  four  hundred  kine,  all  milk-white,  except 
the  ears,  which  were  red.     But  the  avarice  and 
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malignity  of  John  were  not  fo  eafily  appeafed''. 
The  unhappy  mother,  with  her  unoffending  chil- 
dren were  ftill  confined,  and  are  faid  to  have 
periflied  in  their  prifon  by  want.  Such  fevere 
reprefentations  of  the  condudt  of  king  John,  we 
may  reafonably  fufpedt  to  be  heightened  and  ag- 
gravated by  the  monkifli  hiftorians.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  at  leaft,  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  his  cruelty 
extended  to  the  utter  deftrudtion  of  the  whole 
family  of  Braofa  "";  for  Lucia,  the  grand-^daugh- 
ter  of  this  lordj^^  who  was  married  to  an  Englifli 
baron  called  GeofFry  de  Canville,  was  at  length 
reftored  to  the  laad3  given  to  her  by  her  grand- 
father. 

The  Laceys  were  more  fortunate  in  extricating 
themfelves  from  their  prefent  difficulties^.  They 
are  faid  to  have  been  reduced  even  to  engage  in  the 
menial  employment  of  gardeners  to  the  abbot  of 
St.  Taurin  ^:.  a  circumftance  by  no  meaps  impro- 
bable ;  as  Philip  de  Comines  was  witnefs  of  fome 
of  the  nobleft  lords  of  England  degraded  by  their 
misfortunes  to  the  condition  of  lacquies,  during 
the  contefts  of  York  and  Lancafter.  The  de- 
meanour of  thefe  new  fervants,  foon,  convinced 
their  employer,  that  they  could  not  be  oiqn  of 
ordinary  rank  ;  which  led  him  to  a  ftridl  enquiry 
into  their  fortunes :  and  this  produced,  on  their 
part  a  full  confeffion  of  their  real  ftaje  and  quality, 
and  the  occafion  of  their  prefent  difficvilties.  The 
good  abbot  is  fo  afFefted  by  their  ftory,  that  he 
becomes  interceflbr  vvith  the  king  in  behalf  of  Jiis 
offending  fubjedta ;  and  to  his  mediation  it  is  im-- 
puted,  that   John  was  finally  prevailed  upon  to 
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reinflate  the  Laceys  in  their  poflcflion^^  on  condl* 
tion  of  receiving  from  Walter  2,560  marks  for 
Meath  ;  and  from  Hugh,  4,000  marks  for  UJfter. 
It  is  added,  that  thefe  lords  were  by  no  means 
ungrateful  to  their  benefador.  They  knighted 
his  nephew,  and  invefted  him  with  a  confiderable 
]ordf]:iip  in  Ireland.  Several  of  his  monks  alfb 
were  perfuaded  to  attend  them  on  their  return,  and 
met  with  a  favourable  reception  and  eilablifhment 
in  their  territories. 

The  reduction  of  the  forts  belonging  to  thefe 
lords  in  Meath  and  Ulfter^,  is  the  qnly  military 
exploit  we  can  afcribe  to  John  during  a  three 
months  refidence  in  Ireland.  TheEnglifli  hiftprians 
indeed  aflure  us  that  he  reduced  the  king  of  Con- 
naught  by  force  of  arms.  But  public  records  provd 
that  this  prince  made  a  peaceable  fubmiflicn  1  and 
confirm  the  reprefentations  of  the  Irifh  annals« 
And  when  we  know  that  he  difcovercd  the  bafeft 
fupin^enefs,  upon  the  moft  important  occafions^  wc 
are  the  lefs  furprized  to  find  Hugh  O'Nial,  a  petty 
Irifli  prince,  at  the  very  time  when  John  was 
marching  through  his  territory",  boldly  defying  his 
power,  and  renouncing  his  fovercignty,  without 
the  leaft  attempt  made  to  reduce  a  chief  who  by 
his  condudt  violated  his  folemn  engagements. 

Upon  the  departure  of  the  king^,  the  admini- 
ftration  of  his  government  in  Ireland  was  com- 
mitted to  John  de  Grey,  bifliop  of  Norwich,  who, 
agreeably  to  his  inftruftions,  caufed  money  to  be 
new  coined,  of  the  fame  weight  with  that  of 
England,  for  the  convenience  of  traffic  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  and  which  by  royal  proclamation 
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was  made  current  in  England  as  well  as  Ireland. 
And  this  prelate  is  faid  to  have  adminiftered  his 
government  with   fuch  vigour,    that,  inftead  of 
Uving  in  any  awe  or  fear  of  the  difaffeded^,  he 
vrzs    enabled    at    the    time  when  England  was 
threatened  by  an  invafion  from  the  king  of  France, 
in  order  to  execute  the  pope's  fentence  of  depofi- 
tion,  to  fend  a  company  of  knights  with  three  hun- 
dred well-appointed  infantry  from  Ireland,  to  the 
ailiftance  of  his  royal  mafler.    And  indeed^  though 
Ireland  was  by  no  means  in  a  ftate  of  general  tran- 
quility, yet  its  diforders  were  principally  confineito 
thofe  diftrifts  moft  remote  from  the  feat  of  Englifh 
government''.     Hugh  O'NiaU  in  Ulfter,  was  the 
declared  enemy  of  the  Englifh.    But  the  garrifons 
on  his  frontiers  were  left  to  encounter  him  ;  and 
although  he  gained  repeated  advantages  over  them, 
yet  he  had  not  ftrength  fufficient  for  an  extenfive 
irruption.    Without  afliftance  or  confederates,  he 
could  but  harrafs  the  enemy  by  occafional  excur- 
fions,  returning  to  his  own  territory,  and  there 
enjoying  the  honour  of  his  petty  viiftories.     His 
neighbouring  chieftains,  like  the  Defmoi>ians  in 
the  oppofite  'quarter  of  the  illand,  were  employed 
in  rifling  each  other.     In  Defmond,  indeed,  the 
diforders  ibmetimes  required  the  inteipofition  of 
the  Englifh  ftationed  in  Corke  *=  :  and  the  feveri- 
ties   they  executed  on   thofe  who   attempted  to- 
moleft  their  fcttlements,    (as  the  Iri(h  annalifts 
rcprefent  them)  plainly  fhew,  that  they  had  by 
this  time  imbibed  but  too  much  of  the  ferocity 
of  their  neighbours,  if  not  of  their  treacherous 
and  vindidive  fpirit. 

0^2  But 
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But  befides  the  diforders  arifing  from  provin- 
cial or  local  faftions,  there  were  others  proceeding 
from  the  liberal  grants  made  by  the  crown,  the 
claims  of  the  new  fettlers,  and  the  oppolition  of 
the  old  natives.  The  lands  ceded  in  Connaught 
feem  to  have  been  the  occafion  of  particular  con- 
teft :  the  Englifli  being  anxious  to  improve  their 
grants  to  the  utmoft,  and  frequently  encroaching 
beyond  their  juft  bounds ;  the  Irifli  natives  cla^ 
mouring  at  their  ufurpations,  and  flying  to  their 
own  chieftain  for  redrefs,  Cathal,  who  had  loft 
his  confequence,  could  but  appeal  to  the  juftice  of 
the  Englifli  government.  The  oppreflbrs  of  his 
vaflals  were  of  confequenee  incenfed  againft  their 
advocate.  His  remonftrances  they  aflfeifted  to  im- 
pute to  his  difloyalty,  and  reprefented  his  zeal  for 
the  intereft  of  the  natives  as  an  overture  to  rebel- 
lion. This  degraded  pdnce,  eflentially  injured,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  unjuftly  mah'gned,  threatened 
with  hoftilities,  and  unprovided  for  defence,  had 
no  refource  but  in  the  power  of  John,  to  whofe 
protedtion  he  had  a  rightful  claim ;  and  to  whom 
he  was  now  obliged  to  fue  with  all  the  humility 
of  a  dependent  vafTal,  who,  but  a  few  years  before, 
had  bidden  defiance  to  the  whole  Englifh  power, 
and  threatened  to  exterminate  the  foreigners  from 
every  quarter  of  the  kingdom^.  John,  who  pro- 
bably was  well  informed  of  the  injurious  attempts 
made  upon  this  prince  and  his  referved  domain^ 
by  letters  patent  directed  to  his  lord  juftice,  offif 
cers,  or  other  faithful  fubjedts  in  Ireland,  granted 
his  proted:ion  to  Cathal,  direding  that  he  fliould 
be  fupported  and  defended,  that  no  injury  fhould 
be  offered  to  him,,  either  in  his  perfon,  or  poffefli- 
oris ;  and  that  no  unfavourable  fuggeftions  of  his 

'  enemies 
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enemies  ihould  be  received  or  believed,  fo  long  as 
he  adhered  to  hi^  allegiance  and  attachment  to  the 
king.  It  feems  to  have  been  confidered  as  a  point 
of  found  policy,  to  take  every  method  of  conci- 
liating the  afFe6tions  of  thofe  chiefs  who  had  be- 
come foedaries  to  John.  They  had  been  turbulent 
enemies,  were  hardly  reconciled,  and  from  a  long 
experience  of  the  national  temper,  it  ^yas  founds 
that  they  were  to  be  retained  moft  efFedtually  by 
an  appearance  of  kininefs,  attention,  and  refped:''. 
Among  other  means  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  the 
patent  now  granted  to  Cathal  was  attended  with 
an  order  addreffed  to  thfe  archbifliop  of  Dublin, 
to  buy  fuch  a  quantity  of  fcarlets  as  he  fhould 
judge  fufficient  to  make  robes  to  be  prefented  to 
the  kings  of  Ireland,  'and  others  of  the  king's 
liege-men,  natives  of  this  kingdom*  Probably 
thefe  robes  were  made  after  the  Englifli  mode.  If 
fo,  it  was  by  no  means  a  contemptible  device,  to 
endeavour  to  habituate  thefe  chiefs  to  the  Englifli 
garb,  and  by  their  example,  to  render  it  fafliion- 
able  in  their  territories.  **  Men's  apparel,"  faith 
Spencer^,  fpeaking  of  this  country  and  its  manners, 
**  is  commonly  made  according  to  their  condi- 
*'  tions ;  and  their  conditions  are  oftentimes  go- 
**  verned  by  their  garments  :  for  the  perfon  that  is^ 
**  gowned,  is  by  his  gowne  put  in  mind  of  gra- 
**  vitie  j  and  alfo  reftrained  from  light nes,  by  the 
««  very  unaptneffe  of  his  weed."  And  the  gentler 
and  lefs  oiFenfive  method  of  introducing  an  advan- 
tageous change  of  apparel,  gradually  and  imper- 
ceptibly, under  the  appearance  of  grace  and  favour, 
had  it  been  purfued  with  fteadinefs  and  addrefs, 
might  have  proved  more*J  efFed:ual  than  the  penal 
laws  of  later  times:  which,  by  an  avowed  and 
•    '  violent 
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violent  oppofition  to  the  manners  of  the  Iriih, 

proved  too  odious  to  be  executed. 

1 

The  archbiihop  above-mentioned^  was  Henry 
de  Londrcs^,  who  fucceeded  to.  John  Comyn  in 
the  year  121 3,  and  was  "how  inverted  with  the 
king's  government  of  Ireland  ;  which  was,  how- 
ever, for  the  moft  part  adminiftered  by  his  deputy 
GeofFry  Morris,  or  de  Maurifco,  an  eminent 
Englifli  fettlcr  in  Munfter.  Henry  himfelf  was 
obliged  to  attend  the  fervice  of  his  royal  mafter  in 
England,  and  is  an  inftance  of  a  prelate  in  the 
Irifh  church,  admitted  to  the  king's  councils,  and 
afting  as  a  fpiritual  baron  of  his  realm,  in  John  s 
moft  important  tranfaitions"^.  When  his  contcfl: 
with  pope  Innocent  ended  in  his  fhameful  fubmif- 
fion,  the  prelate  of  Dublin  is  named  ficft  of  thofc 
lords  who  were  prefent  at  the  execution  of  the 
deed,  by  which  John  refigned  the  kingdoms  «f 
England  and  Ireland  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  and 
confcnted  to  hold  them  as  a  fief,  by  the  fervice  of 
one  thoufand  marks  to  be  paid  annually,  fcvcn 
hundred  for  England ;  and  for  Ireland,  three  hun- 
dred. He  was  prefent  when  John  did  homage  to 
Pandolf,  with  all  the  odious  circumftanccs  of 
humiliation'*;  and- was  honourably  diftinguiihcd 
on  this  occafion,  as  the  only  prelate  who  ventured 
to  exprefs  his  indignation  at  this  fhameful  tranf- 
aftion,  and  the  enormous  infolencc  and  haughtinefs 
of  the  legate"..  It  is  immediately  pertinent  to  the 
prefent  fubjeft  to  obfervc,  that  foon  after  the  ar*- 
rival  of  the  bifhop  of  Frefcati  in  England,  attended 
with  a  letter  of  credence  from  the  pope,  conceived 
in  the  moft  horrid  tcyms  of  blafphemous  hypocrifyi 
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and  when  John  had  made  3  fecond  refignation  of 
his  kingdoms.  Innocent,  with  an  audacious  often* 
tation  of  favour  and  condefcenfion  to  his  royal 
vaiTal,  addrciSed  a  letter  to  the  prelates,  princes, 
lords,  and  people  of  Ireland,  notifying  the  total 
reconciliation  made  by  the  bleffing  of  Heaven 
between  the  roy^  ftate  of  England  and  the  holy 
fee  ^  ;  expreffing  the  tendereft  concern  for  his 
beloved  fon  in  Chrift  the  illuftrious  king  John, 
whofe  realms,  by  his  grant,  were  rightfully  inyefted 
in  the  Roman  church  1  and  commanding  and 
diredting  them  by  his  apoftolicali  mandate,  to 
pcrfevcrc  in  their  allegiance  to  the  king  and  his 
heirs,  who  were  now  the  objefts  of  his  paternal 
care  and  favour. 

These  tranfaSions  were  fucceeded  by  the  fa- 
mous contcft  between  John  and  his  barons.     And 
here  again,  we  find  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin  ad- 
mitted to  the  king's  councils,  attending  the  con- 
grefe  of  Runigmede,  eacamped  on  the  king's  fide, 
with  the  few  lords  who  ftill  appeared  to  adhere  to. 
him,  and  taking  place  immediately  after  the  arch- 
bifhop   of  Canterbury.     In  the  preamble  to  the 
Great  Charter",  he  is  mentioned  as  one  of  thofe 
prelates  and  barons  by  whofe  counfel  it  is  alledged 
to  have  been  granted.     With  the  other  prelates, 
he  protcfted,  on  occafion  of  a  claufe  in  this  charter, 
by  which  it  was  apprehended  that  the  being  of  all 
forefts  might  be  endangered,  and  joined  in  declaring 
the  real  intention  of  both  parties".     In  like  man- 
ner, he  is  united  with  the  prelates  of  England,  in 
a  proteft  againft  the  refufal  of  the  barons  to  certify 
their  fubmiflion  and  allegiance  by  an  infl:rument 
under  their  feals.     But  although  this  prelate,  and 
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William  carl  Marflial,  a  baron  of  great  weight 
and  extenfivc  property  in  Ireland,  were  both  at- 
tendant on  the  king,  and  intimates  in  his  councils, 
it  doth  not  appear  upon  this  great  occafion,  that 
any  particular  requifitions  were  made  in  behalf  of 
his  fubjeds  in  Ireland,  or  any  meafures  taken  for 
including  them  fpecifically  in  the  prefent  grants  of 
the  crown.  But  when  the  turbulent  and  diftrafted 
reign  of  John  ended  in  the  fucceffion  of  an  infant 
heir,  the  Irifh  lords  thought  this  a  favourable 
period  for  explaining  their  grievances,  and  peti- 
tioning the  throne  for  new  graces^.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  made  ufe  of  the  intervention  of 
Ralph  of  Norwich,  one  of  the  king's  chaplains. 
Among  their  complaints,  were  thofe  of  the  latefeve- 
rities  exefcifed  by  John  towards  fome  of  his  barons, 
and  his  violent  feizure  of  their  lands  ;  and  among 
their  demand^,  was  one  of  great  confequence,  and 
whichi  if  obtained,  might  have  proved  of  Angular 
advantage  to  the  Englifti  intereft ;  that  either  the 
queen  dowager,  or  the  king's  brother,  (hould  be 
fent  to  refide  in  Ireland.  **  The  people  of  this 
"  land,"  faith  Davyes,  **  both  Englifli  and  Irifli, 
**  out  of  a  natural  pride,  did  ever  love  and  defire 
**  to  be  govc;rned  by  great  perfons." — And  at  this 
particular  period,  when  the  acrimony  of  the  na- 
tives was  fenfibly  abated,  the  prefence  of  a  royal 
perfonage  promifed  to  have  the  happieft  influence ; 
and  feems  to  have  been  defired,  from  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  Irifli  character,  and  a  full  con- 
vidlion  of  its  utility.  The  anfwer  of  king  Henry 
the  third  deferves  a  place  in  tlie  body  of  this  hifto- 
ry;  and  is,  therefore,  here  tranflated  from  the 
original. 

The 
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**  The  King*',  to  Geoffiy  de  Maurifco,  Jufticiary 
**  of  Ireland,  greeting. 

^*  XX  7E  return  our  manifold  thanks,  for  your 
"  W  good  and  faithful  fcrvice  performed  to 
"  John,  late  king  of  England,  our  father,  of 
**  blefled  memory,  and  to  us  to  be  continued,  and 
**  for  thofe  things  you  have  fignified  to  us,  by  our 
**  trufty  Ralph  of  Norwich,  clerk. 

!  ' 
"  Seeing  then,  that  by  his  will,  in  whofe 
**  hands  are  the  iffues  of  life  and  death,  our  lord 
"  and  father  hath  happily  departed  this  life,  (whofe 
**  foul  may  the  heavens  receive  !)  We  will  you  to 
"  know,  that,  the  royal  obfequies  being  firft  fo- 
"  lemnly  and  duly  performed  in  the  church  of  the 
"  blefled  Mary  of  Winchefter,  there  were  con- 
**  vened  at  Gloucefter  the  greater  number  of  the 
**  nobles  of  our  realm,  bifliops,  abbots,  earls,  and 
"  barons,  who  adhered  faithful  and  devoted  to 
*'  our  father  during  his  lifetime,  and  very  many 
**  others  :  Where,  pn  the  feaft  of  the  apoftles 
**  Simon  and  Jude,  in  the  church  of  Saint  Peter, 
**  Gloucefter,  with  the  acclamations  of  the  clergy 
"  and  laity,  we  were,  by  the  hands  of  the  lord 
"  Gualon,  by  the  title  of  St.  Martin,  pre£byter, 
**  cardinal  and  legate  of  the  apoftolic  fee,  and 
**  thofe  of  the  bifhops  then  prefent,  with  invo- 
"  cation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  publickly  anointed, 
"  and  crowned  king  of  England  ;  fealty  and  ho- 
**  mage  being  of  all  performed  to  us.  Which  wc 
"  have  judged  neceffary  to  communicate  to  you  as 
'*  our  liege  fubjedt,  that  you  may  (hare  the  joy  of 
**  our  honour  and  happy  fuccefs. 

**  And 
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<*  And  whereas  wc  have  beard  that  fome  rcfent- 
j*  menthath  arifen  between  our  lord  and  father 
•*  aforefaid,  and  certain  nobles  of  our  realm  ;  and 
**  for  fome  time  fubfiftcd  I  whether  with  caufe  or 
««  without  caufe,  we  know  not ;  our  pleafure  is, 
*«  that  it  fhould  be  for  ever  aboliftied  and  forgot- 
**  ten,  fo  as  never  to  remain  in  our  mind  ;  and  in 
**  order  that  the  cfFeft  may  ccafc  with  the  removal 
**  of  the  caufe,  whatever  refentment  was  con- 
**  ceived,  or  fubfifted  againft  him,  we  are  ready  ^ 
*^  and  willing  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  to 
*^  atone  for,  by  yielding  to  all  perfons  what  rcafbn 
«'  (hall  fuggeft,  and  the  good  counfel  of  our  fub- 
**  jeds  diredt,  abolifhing  all  evil  ufages  from  our 
**  realm,  and  by  the  rcftoration  of  liberties  and 
•'  free  cuftoms,  fo  as  to  recal  the  gracious  days  of 
<«  our  anceftors,  granting  to  all  our  fubjcfts  what 
<^  each  may  fairly  and  reafonably  claim.  For  this 
«*  purpofe  know  ye,  that  a  council  being  lately 
•*  convened  at  Briftol,  in  which  were  prcfcnt  all 
^«  the  prelates,  of  England,  as  well  bifhops  and 
**  abbots  as  priors,  and  mapy,  as  weU  earls  as 
•*  barons,  they  did  homage  and  fealty  to  us,  pub- 
"  licly,  and  generally ;  and  receiving  a  grant  of 
5*  thofe  liberties  and  free  cuftoms  firft  demanded 
*'  and  approved  by  them,  departed  in  joy,  ready 
**  and  willing  to  do  our  fervicc,  each  tohisparti- 
**  cular  refidence.  , 

*^  We  further  hope,  and  truft  in  the  Lord^  that 
*^  the  ftate  of  our  realm,  fhall,  bv  the  divine  mercy, 
**  be  changed  confiderably  for  tnc  better* 

**  As  to  fending  6ur  lady  the  queen-mother,  or 
**  our  brother,  into  Ireland,  our  anfwer  is,  that 
•*  taking  the  advice  and  aflcqt  of  our  faithful  fub- 

"^      ^*  jefts. 
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"  jefts,  wc  (hall  do  that  which  (hall  be  expedient 
^'  to  our  iiitereft  and  the  intereft  of  our  rea:lm. 

**  We  therefore  defire  you  our  beloved,  that  as 

«'  you  have  been  faithful  and  devoted  to  John  our 

**  father,  of  ble/Ted  memory,  fo  you  may  be  the 

**  more  careful  to  continue  in  fidelity  to  us,  as  you 

**  know  that  in  this  our  tender  age  we  have  the 

**  more  occafion  for  your  affiftance*  and  counfel ; 

**  and  that  you  receive  the  homage  of  the  princes 

*^  of  Ireland,  and  all  others  who  ought  to  do  it 

*^  unto  us. 

**  We  retain  ;at  our  court  Ralph  of  Norwich, 
**  that  by  his  means,  we  may  fignify  our  pleafure 
**  to  you,  more/ully,  in  thefe  and  other  matters. 
"And  our  pleafure  is,  that  you  and  our  other 
*^  faithful  fubjedts  of  Ireland  (hall  enjoy  the  fame. 
"  Irberties  which  we  have  granted  to  our  fubjc<fts 
**  of  England/;  and  thefe  we  will  grant  and  con- 
"  firm  to  you."  _^ 

The  grant  to  his-  other  fubjeds,  here  alluded 
to,  was  the  Charter  of  Liberties  executed  on  the 
twelfth  of  November,  in  the  firft  year  of  this 
prince's  reign "^^  when,  at  a  great  council,  held  at 
Briftol,  and  compofed  of  prelates,  nobility,  and 
others,  in  great  numbers,  the  pope's  legate  abfolved 
them  from  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  prince  Louis, 
who  had  been  invited  to  fupport  them  again  ft  the 
treachery  of  John,  and  obliged  them  to  fwear 
fealty  to  young  Henry ;  who  in  return,  formally 
and  iblemnly  renewed  the  Great  Charter  granted 
by  his  father,  with  fuch  alterations  and  amend- 
ments as  the  circumftances  of  the  times  had  made 
ncccflary. 

Among 
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Among  the  nobles  aflembled  on  this  occafiorf, 
and  members  of  the  king's  great  council'',  we  find 
the  name  of  Walter  de  Lacy,  an  Irifli  baron  lately 
reftored  to  favour,  and  reinftated  in  his  pofleffions. 
Such  were  the  condefcenfions  paid  to  this  great 
family^,  that  the  king    addrefled  a  letter  particu- 
larly to  Hugh,  intreating  him  to  forget  all  former 
animofities,  and  affuRng  him  of  his  future  favour 
and  protedion.   The  royal  grace  was  alfo  extended 
to  the  whole  body  of  Iri(h  fubjefts.     And  on  the 
fixth  of  February  after  figning  the  Englifh  charter, 
a  duplicate  was  tranfmitted    to  Ireland  under  the 
feals  of  the  legate,  and  William,  earl  of  Pembroke, 
the  proteiSlor,  for  the  benefit  of  the  king's  faithful 
fubjeds  in  this  kingdom,  and  with  thofe  alterations 
only  which  the  local  neceflities  of  Ireland  required. 
It  ftill  remains  extant  in  the  Red  Book  of  the 
Exchequer  at  Dublin  :  it  was  attended  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  king  Henry. 

**  TkE  king  to  all  archbifhops,  bifliops,  abbots, 
carls,  barons,  knights,  and  free  tenants'",  and  all 
our  faithful  fubje^s  fettled  throughout  Ireland. 
Greeting. 

"  XT  TITH  our  hearty  commendation  of  your 
"  VV  fidelity  in  the  Lord,  which  you  have 
"  ever  exhibited  to  our  lord  father,  and  to  us  in 
"  thefe  our  days  are  to  exhibit,  our  pleafure  is, 
**  that  in  token  of  this  your  famous  and  notable 
*^  fidelity,  the  liberties  granted  by  our  father,  and 
*^  by  us,  of  our  grace  and  gift,  to  the  realm  of 
**  England,  {hall  in  our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  be 
*^  enjoyed  by  you  and  by  your  heirs  for  ever. 
''  Which  liberties,    diftindlly  reduced  tb  writing 

''  by 
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by  the  general  counfel  of  all  our  liege  fubjefts, 
we  tranfmit  to  you,  fealed  with  the  Teals  of  our 
lord  Gualon,  legate  of  the  apoftolical  fee; 
*'  and  of  our  trufty  earl  William  Marifhal,  our 
**  governor,  and  the  governor  of  our  kingdom; 
"  becaufe,  as  yet,  we  have  no  feal.  And  the 
*^  fame  fhall  in  proceefs  of  time,  and  on  fuller 
^*  counfel,  receivefthe  fignature  of  our  own  feal. 
^*  Given  at  Gloucefter  the  fixth  day  of  February." 

Thus  were  the  rights  a:nd  privileges  of  the  Irifh 
fettlers  completely  afcertaincd  and  eftablifhed. 
They  were  not  only  to  be  governed  by  the  fame 
monarchs,  and  the  fame  laws  with  their  anceftors, 
but  to  complete  their  union  with  their  fellow- 
fubjefts'in  England,  they  are  now  included  in  the 
conceflions  extorted  from  the  throne,  to  circum- 
fcribe  the  prerogative,  and  corred:  the  feverities 
gradually  introduced  by  the  foedal  fyftem  :  they 
appear  in  the  fame  honourable  light  with  their 
brethren  in  the  neighbouring  realm,  making  the 
fame  requifitions,  and  obtaining  the  fame  grants 
which  are  to  t  the  bafis  of  Eng-' 

lifli  liberty.     I  m  of  the  Englilh 

charters  procet  n  ariftocratic  fpi- 

rit,  than  the  1(  the  fame  fpirit, 

it  muft  be  acki  11  more  predomi- 

nant in  Ireland  :  where  the  barons,  remote  from 
the  fupreme  feat  of  majefty,  uncontrouled  by  a 
delegated  authority  too  often  weak  and  ill-fup- 
ported,  inverted  with  enormous  territories  and 
dangerous  privileges,  were  tempted  byths^r  ftrength, 
and  ^nabled  by  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom,  to 
purftie  the  objects  of  their  avarice  and  ambition, 
without  regard  to  juftice,  and  fometimes  without 
even  the  appearance  of  refpedt  to  governmenjt.   As 
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the  fame  paffions  pofleffed  them  all,  they  of  con- 
fequence  lived  with  each  other  in  a  peqi^etual  ftate 
of  rivalfhip,  envy,  and  diflenfion  :  and  as,  their 
claims  were  to  be  fupported  by  force  of  arms,  their 
own  vaflals,  as  well  as  the  native  Irifli,  felt  the 
fevereft  confequences  of  their  pride  and  oppreflion. 
Odious  as  fuch  reprefentations  may  appear,  they 
will  be  found  but  too  fully  juflified  in  t^e  progrefs 
of  this  hiftory.  And  it  may  be  no  ufelefs  talk, 
diftinftly  to  point  out  the  fource  of  thofe  calami- 
tics  under  which  the  nation  groaned  for  fo  long  a 
period,  and  to  exhibit  thofe  fafts  in  full  view, 
^ich  prove  that  they  were  originally  derived 
from  the  vices  of  individuals,  not  froni  any  ine- 
quitable or  opprcffivc  principles  in  Englifli  govern- 
ment. 
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State  of  Ireland  during  thejirji  years  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  third. — Henry^  ae  Londres  fent  into 
^  Ireland. — tlis  conduSi.^— Death  of  the   earl  of 
Pembroke. — Contefi  between  i^  fuccejfor  and  the 
Lacies. — Grants  made  by  Henry, ^-Commotions  in  ' 
Connaught. — Ambition  of  de  Burgho. — Oppofed 
by  Fedlim  prince  of  Connaught. — Hisfpirit. — 
His  application  to  the  king. — Death  of  William 
Martfhal. —  "Richard  his  JucceJJor  fufpeSled  by  the 
king. — Ajjifled  in  Ireland. — Is  invefied  with  his 
lands  and  dignities. — Oppofes  the  adminijlration 
of  the  bifhop  ofWinchefier. — Retires  to  Wales. — 
Confederates  with  Lewellin. — Fruitlefs  attempts 
to  reduce  him. — T!heminifler  projects  a  fcheme  to 
defroy  him. — Letter   to  the  lords  of  Ireland.-^ 
Earl  Richard's  arrival  in  this  kingdom. — Infdu- 
ou\s  praSiices  of  Geoff'ry  de  Maurifco. — 'Expedi- 
tions of  Richard.^^He  treats  with  the  lords  of 
Ireland. — Is    betrayed. — His   tragical  death.--^ 
EffeBs  of  this  incident. -^Meannefs  of  the  king. 
— Difgrace  of  Winchefier. — ComrAotions  in  Ire- 
land on  the  death   of  Richard. — Maurice  Fitz- 
gerald feeks  a  reconciliation  with  his  fuccefjor.--^ 
Fedlim  repairs  to  the  king. — Hisfuccefs. — Irifh 
toparchs  invited  to  ajifi  the  king  in  his  intended 
expedition  into  Scotland. — Complicated  diforders  ^ 
cf  Ireland. — Henry  obliged  repeatedly  to  enforce 
the  obfervance  of  the  Englifh  laws. — I'he  benefits 
iftbefe  laws  fued  for  by  fome  particulars. '' — But 
denied  to  the  Irifb  in  general. — True  caufe  of  this 
txclufion.^^Grant  of  the  lordfhip  of  Ireland  to; 
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prince  Edward.— ^This  kingdom  deprived  of  the 
advantages  of  bis  abilities. — Commotions  in  the 
North. — In  Defmond. — The  Geraldines  deprejfed. 
^—Recover  their  power. — parrel  with  de  Burg- 
ho. — Maurice  feizes  and  imprifons  the  chief  go-- 
vernor. — Who  is  enlarged  by  an  affembly  convened 
at  Kilkenny. — Excejfes  of  de  Burgho. — Defeated 
by  lEsdh  O'Connor. — ExaStions  of  the  king. — 
ihofe  of  the  pope  fill  more  opprejjive. — Remon- 
Jirances  of  the  Irijh  clergy  againjl  the  admijjion  of 
foreigners  into  their  church. — Equally  averfe  to 
the  Englijh  as  to  the  Italians. — T%eir  remarkable 
ordinance  againji  the  Englijh  clergy. — Refcinded 
by  the  pope. — IriJh  clergy  endeavour  to  enlarge 
the  jurtfdiSlion  of  their  courts. — Statute  of  Mer- 
ton. — Infolence  of  the  IriJh  eccl^ajiics. — They 
excommunicate  the  magijlrates  and  citizens  of 
Dublin.— Who  appeal  to  the  council. — Ridiculous 
meannefs  of  their  fubmijjion. 

A  PERIOD  of  almoft  fifty  years  from  the 
arrival  of  the  Britifli  adventurers  in  Ireland,, 
hath  hitherto  afforded  a  fucceffion  of  events  which 
may  give  occaiion  to  fome  ufeful  reflections,  and 
fcem  not  unworthy  of  a  fairer  and  more  diftindt 
expofition  than  they  have  hitherto  received.  As 
we  advance,  it  will  be  fometimes  found  neceflary 
to  confine  ourfelves  to  a  more  general  view  of  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  without  an  exadt  adherence  to 
the  order  of  time,  and  without  dwelling  on  parti- 
culars which  neither  intereft  nor  inftruft.  The 
writers  of  the  Hiftory  of  England  have  been  obliged 
to  adopt  this  method,  in  treating  of  the  particular 
period  to  which  we  are  now  arrived.  In  the  pre- 
fent  work  it  is  flill  more  allowable,  for  reafons  too 
obvious  to  be  explained;    even  if  the  monkifh 
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annalifts  of  Ireland,  or  the  public  records  durk^ 
the  long  reign  of  Henry  the  third  liad  afFordcd 
more  hiftorical  materials. 

The  gradual  progreft  of  the  Englifh  power  had 
by  this  time  confiderably  weakened  that  of  the  old 
Irifh  chieftains ;  wKofe  dominions  had  been  cir-* 
cumicrihed,  and  their  national  vanity  mortified^ 
by  their  conceffions  to  the  crown  of  England*. 
It  was  now  only  a  few  of  their  moft  diftinguiflied 
charaiflers  that  their  annalifts  could  extol  as  thi 
terrmr  of  the  Gauls  (fo  the  Englifli  are   ftiled)  ; 
and  dejlroyers  of  their  cafilesy  who  never  once  paid 
tribute  or  fubmijfion  to  the  foreigners.     They  were 
reduced  to  an  humble  ftyle,  and  in  the   utmofl 
warmth  of  panagyric,  could  but  reprefent  their 
hero  2^  yielding  to  the  Englifb^only  what  was  juji 
and  right".     Some  inconfiderable  diforders  in  the 
North  were  foon  repelled  by  the  English  fettlers 
of  tBis  diftrid:,  and  the  fall  of  fome   turbulent 
chieftains  ferved  to  ftrike  new  terrour,  and  check 
the  progrefs  of  commotion.     The  Englifh,  who 
faw  the  government  of  the  young  kmg  and  realm 
of  England  adminiftered  with  abilities  and  vigour 
by  William  Mariflial  earl  of  Pembroke,  a  noble- 
man of  vaft  pofleffions  in  Ireland,  and  of  confe- 
quence  attached  to  their  interefts,  were  encouraged 
by  the  expectation  of  his  fupport,  and  at  the  fame 
time  reftrained  by  the  authority  of  his  ftation  and 
charaAcr,  from   all  irregularities,  of  which  they 
were  fenfible  he  would   be  faithfully  informed. 
So  that  the  firft  year  of  Henry's  reign  paflcd  undif*^ 
tinguiflied  by  any  events  in  Ireland  worthy  of  note: 
the  Irifh  foedaries  confining  themfelves,   for  the 
moft  part,  to  their  own  diftrifts,  the  Englifti  con- 
Vol.  I.  R  dufting 
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dufting  their  government,  and  managing  their 
interefts  without  diforder  or  interruption''.  GeoiFry 
de  Maurifco  was  continued  in  the  adminiftration> 
and  Henry  de  Londres,  the  prelate  of  Dublin,  was 
fent  into  Ireland  under  the  pretence  of  afluming 
his  paftoral  charge,  but  really  as  coadjutor  to 
Gepffry.  The  king's  letter  addrefled  to  his  liege- 
barons  of  Ireland  exprefs  the  reluftance  with  which 
he  parted  with  this  prelate,  and  how  neceflary  his 
prefence  and  cou^fels  were  to  him  and  the  realm 
of  England  -,  directing  them  to  confult  with  .him 
and  the  chief  governour,  in  every  thing  pertaining 
to  the  regulation  of  the  kingdom. 

And  although  this  prelate  was  chiefly  jdiftin- 
gui(hed  by  his  political  condud,  yet  in  his  eccle* 
liaftical  charadler,  he  exerted  himfelf  with  fufficient 
abilities.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  held  a  fynbd  at 
Dublin'',  the  conftitbtions  of  which  are  ftill  ex- 
tant, and  do  no  diftionour  to  the  temper  and  prin- 
ciples of  de  Londres.  But  his  private  condudl,  if 
we  may  believe  the  Irifli  relaters,  was  infolent  and 
odious"".  We  are  told  that  he  fummoned  the 
tenants  of  his  fee  to  produce  the  inftruments  by 
which  they  held  their  lands,  which  he  had  no  fooner 
received  under  pretence  of  examining  their  titles, 
than  in  an  affefted  paffion  he  caft  them  into  the  fire. 
The  firft  fit  of  aftonifhment  at  this  impudent  trea- 
chery was  fucceeded  by  a  violent  tumult,  in  which 
ibme  of  the  bifhop's  domeftics  were  grievoufly 
wounded  :  he  himfelf  was  faved  only  by  flight, 
and  to  allay  the  commotion,  found  it  neceflary  to 
confirm  their  tenures  to  the  aggrieved  parties. 
Nor  could  this  condefcenfion  efface  the  odium  of 

his 
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his  attempt.  He  was  branded'  with  the  name  of 
Burn-Bill,  and  ever  after  knoi^n  by  this  appell^-^ 
tion  ;  a  circumftance  which  feems  to  confirm  the 
truth  of  this  incident.  And  it  is  a  ftriking  example 
of  the  contempt  with  which  the  rights  of  the 
fubjedt  in  Ireland  were,  in  thefe  times,  treated  by 
the  more  powerful  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom; 

The  death  of  the  great  earl  of  Pembroke  in 
the  year  1219,  deprived  Ireland  of  an  ufeful  and 
powerful  patron  :  from  this  period,  at^eaft,  hct 
difbrderS  feem  to  have  revived.  Hugh  de  Lacey, 
whofc  avarice  and  ambition  had  not  been  fupprefled 
by  his  misfortunes,  deemed  this  incident  favoura- 
ble to  his  purpofes,  and  commenced  a  conteft 
about  fome  lands  which  the  earl  had  pofleffed,  and 
which  Hugh  now  claimed  as  his  right.  As  the 
grants  made  to  thefe  Englifh  lords  had  raifed 
them  to  a  degree  of  fovereignty,  and  ^  as  they  af-- 
fumed  the  power  of  making  war  and  peace,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Englifh  government,  de  Lacey 
knew  full  well  that  the  difpute  muft  finally  be 
brought  to  the  decifion  of  the  fword  ^:  and  to  be 
the  better  provided  for  this  event,  he  courted  the 
alliance  of  O'Nial,  the  turbulent  chieftain  of  the 
North,  and  the  avowed  enemy  of  his  liege-lord. 
William  the  young  earl  was  fuddenly  called  into 
Ireland  to  defend  his  lands  :  Leinfter  and  Meath 
were  expofed  to  the  calam'ities  of  war,  by  the  in- 
curfions  of  thefe  lords,  who  as  each  prevailed, 
purfued  his  adverfary,  'and  laid  his  territories  wafte. 
Trim,^  the  principal  city  of  Meath,  was  befieged 
by  William'',  and  with  difficulty  maintained. 
Leinfter,  on  the  other  hand"",  was  harraffed  by 
O'Nial^  till  the  contending  parties  were  wearied 

R  2  out 
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out  into  an  accommodation,  or  at  Icaft  a  fufpenfion 
of  hoftilities.  ^ 

Geoffrx>  ^^^  Englifli  govcrnour,  was  in   the 
mean   time  obliged  to  make   ^n  expedition   into 
Defmond,  to  fupprefs  the  infurredlion  of  the  Mac-r 
Arthys  ^;  ^nd  terrified  the  country  by  the  feverity 
of  his  execution.     Donald  O/Brien  of  Thomond, 
amidft  thefe  ftorms  was    folicitous  to  fecure  his 
own  domain  from  the  rapine  of  his   countrymen^ 
and  the  oppreflive  violence  of  the  Englifli,  and  a$ 
the  moft  cffedlual  method'',  petitioned  and  obtained 
a   grant  from  king   Henry,  of    the  kingdom  of 
Thomond,  (as  it  is  called;  to  be  held  of  the  king 
during  his  minority,  by  a  yearly  i^nt  of  'one  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  a  fine  of  one  thoufand  marks. 
With  lefs  equity,  and  lefs  attention   to  the  tran^ 
quility  of  the  kingdom",  Henry  alfb  granted  to 
Richard   de  Burgho,  reprefentative  of  that  lor4 
who  had  proved  fo  dangerous  in  the  reign  of  John, 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Connaught  after  the  death 
of  Cathal  the  bloody-handed,  who  ftill  maintained 
his  flate  in  this  province.    It  doth  not  appear  whe- 
ther the  prefent  grant   was  reconcileable  to  the 
ftipulations  formerly  made  with  Cathal.     But  as 
Hubert  de  Burgho,  judiciary  of  England,  and  go-r 
vernour  of  the » king,  was  now  in  the  meridian  of 
his  power,    it  is  probable  that  his  kinfman  was 
gratified,   without  a  fcrCipulous  attention  to  the 
claims  of  an  Irifh  chieftain  little  known  or  regarded 
in  the  court  of  England. 

The  death  of  Cathal "^  foon  gave  Richard  an 
opportunity  to  plead  his  grant.  But  the  Irifh,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  cuftoms"",  proceeded  to  eleda 

fucceflfor : 
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fucccflbr :  and  by  the  powerful  interceflion  of 
O'Nial,  Tirlaugh,  brother  of  the  late  prince,  was 
invcfted  with  the  royal  dignity  of  Connaught.  A 
nomination  procured  by  the  open  and  inveterate 
oppofer  of  the  Englifti  governme;nt,  and  fupported 
by  his  arms,  was  particularly  ofFeniive  to  Geoffry 
de  Maurifco.  He  A^d  an  army  into  Connaught, 
but  without  attempting  diredlly  to  .  fupport  de 
Burgho  in  his  claims,  contented  himfelf  with  ex- 
pelling Tirlaugh,  and  eftabliflied  Mdh,  a  fon  of 
Cathal,  in  his  room.  The  ufual  fubjed:  of  con- 
tention in  this  difordered  province  was  thus  revived. 
The  fucceflbr  grew  infolent*^,  was  provoked  by  the 
demands  made  upon  his  territory  by  the  Englifh, 
refilled  them  by  force,  was  fupported  by  his  coun- 
trymen, and  proved  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  take  a  fon 
of  GeoiFry  prifoner,  who  feems  to  have  marched 
with  an  inconfiderable  force  to  oppofe  him.  Being 
foon  reduced  to  extremity,  he  was  obliged  to  come  , 
in  perfon  to  treat  with  the  governour  :  when  ^; 
diifention  arifing  between  fome  of  his  Irifli  tr^in 
and  the  don>pftics  of  GeofFry^  Mdh  was  unhappily 
killed  in  the  tumult*.  His  uncle  and  rival  reaiiu- 
med  the  fovereignty,  but  was  foon  depofed  by 
Richard  de  Burgho,  who  fucceeded  Maurifco  in 
the  government,  and  deemed  it  more  confiftent 
with  his  views,  to  inveft  adother  fon  of  Cathal 

called 
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•  It  is  fcarcelv  worthy  of  notice  that  the  death  of  this  prince  is 
varioufly  related.  Some  annalifts  tell  us  that  the  Wife  of  ofie  of*  the 
govemoar's  attendants  entertained  him  with  particulai^  kindnef^« 
prepared  a  bath  to  refreih  him,  and  was  afliduous  in  all  the  little 
offices  and  attentions  of  anhofpitablematrdn.  ^dh,  after  the  man- 
het  of  his  own  country,  exprefled  his  gratitude  by  kiffing  his  bene* 
fa^efs.  In  this  ad,  which  poflibly  wks  rendered  more  fufpicious 
by  an  artlefs  unpolifhed  warmth  of  aiFedtion,  he  was  furprized  by 
her  huiband,  who  in  a  violent  rage  of  jealoufy  determined  to  deftroy 
him^  and  effedled  his  purpofe  by  a  treacherous  aflaflination.  Geoffrjr 
was  jttft  enough  to  execute  the  law  of  England  on  the  t^fiTender. 
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called  Fedlim,  with  the  royal  title.  This  chiefj^ 
more  vigorous  and  politic  than  his  immfediate  pre- 
deceflbrs,  had  the  Ijpirit  to  oppofe  the  claims  made 
on  his  territory  by  de  Burgho,  in  a  manner  the 
more  peremptory  and  imperious,  as  he  yras  now 
in  the  plenitude  of  power.  Impatient  of  oppofi- 
tion  from  his  creature,  he  denounced  the  terrours 
of  his  vengeance  againft  him,  commenced  hoftili- 
^ies,  and  even  made  him  captive.  Yet  Fedlim 
had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape,  colle6ted  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  his  adherents,  marched  againft  his 
rival  now  fupported  by  the  Englifh  governour^ 
defeated,  flew  him,  and  re-aflumed  his  fovereignty. 

Happily  for  this  Irifli  prince^,  Hubert  was 
now  in  difgrace  ;  his  kinfman  was,  of  confequence, 
removed  from  his  government,  and  Maurice  Fitz- 
Gerald  appointed  his  fucceflbr,  in  return  for  the 
fervices  of  his  noble  family,  Fedlim,  with  a 
J&gacity  not  unufual  to  his  countrymen,  determined 
to  improve  this  favourable  conjunfture*^.  Senfiblc 
that  he  could  not  long  fupport  his  dignity  by  any 
power  of  his  own,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
king  of  England.  In  a  fubmiffive  and  affedting 
manner,  he  reprefented  his  own  inviolable  at- 
tachment as  well  as  that  of  his  father  to  the 
Englifh  government ;  the  great  and  valuable  cef- 
fions  they  had  made,  which  yet  were  not  capable 
of  fatiating  the  avarice  of  a  difloyal  baron,  f^^ho 
had  feizea  the  king's  forts,  made  waf  iipon  his 
Vaffals,  and  aimed  at  a  degree  of  power  inconfiftent 
with  his  allegiance,  and  dangerous  to  the  interefts 
of  his  liege  lord  i  earneftly  entreating  permiffion 
to  repair  to  England,  to  caft  himfelf  at  the  king  s 
feet,  that  he  might  explaip  more  particularly  his 
^    *  own 
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own  cruel  injuries,  as  well  as  the  enormities  of  his 
enemy  de  Burgho.  ^ 

Henry  could  not  but  feel  furprize  at  an  appli- 
cation which  fo  little  accorded  with  the  accounts 
of  Irifh  tranfadions  received  at  his  court.  He 
had  been  aflured  *  that  the  late  difordersx)f  Con- 
naught  had  proceeded  from  a  general  rebellion  of 
the  native  Irifh ;  that,  led  by  the  chief  of  Con- 
naught,  a  declared  enemy  to  his  royal  authority, 
they  had  entered  the  king's  lands  with  fire  and 
fword ;  that  his  faithful  barons  had  rifcn  up, 
repelled  the  invafion,  purfued  the  enemy  to  their 
head-quarters,  where,  b^  their  addrefs  and  valour, 
Fedlim  had  been  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  twenty 
thoufand  men.  Alarmed  at  the  reports  of  the 
infolence  and  power  of  de.  Burgho,  and  taught  to 
dread  the  exceflcs  of  a  difcontented  baron,  but  at 
the  fame  time  doubting  the  reprefentations  of  th^ 
Irifh  chief,  he  refoWed  to  adt  with  caution*".  §  He 

addrefled 

*  This  account  is  found  in  Matth.  Parisy  who  probably  received 
it  on  the  authority  of  fome  artful  intelligence  fent  into  England^ 
without  confidering  or  knowing  the  abfurdity  of  it.  The  monk:  waa> 
h  ill  informed,  that  he  makes  this  ftupendous  victory  to  have  been 
gained  by  Geoffry  the  chief  governQur,  a  i^onfide^-able  time  aCter 
Cieoffry  was  removed  froni  the  government  of  Ireland.  V.  pag.  366,^ 
Ed.  Watts,  16^0. 

G  Rymer.  CK  ly  W.  lU. 

§  **  Rex  di^edto  ^1:  fid^li  fuo  Mauritio  filio  Gerar4i  Juftkiario  fua 
"  Hibernise,  falutem. 

^  Significavit  nobis  diledus  &  fidelis  nofter  F.  filias  cariflimi 
f<-  quondam  regis  Connac,  quod  propofuit  ad  nos  venice  in  Angliam^ 
"  caufa  nos  videndi  &  nobifcum  loquendi  de  negotlis  noilris  8c  fuis^ 
*'  £t  nos  renunciavimus  ei,  quod,  ante  adventum  fuum,  laboret  de 
'^  confilio  veQ;i'o,  ad  captionem  caftri  de  Miloc  quod  eft  in  man  a 
**  Ricardi  de  Burgo ;  &  cum  didum  cailrum  captum  fuerit  &  vobis 
**  commiflum,  et  terra  Connac  ft^data^  &  vobis  fuerit  liberata,  bene. 
**  placet  nobis,  &  volumus  quod  ad  nos  veniat  in  Angliam,  iixpul 
^*  Cum  nnnciis  veftris  quos  ad  nos  mittetis  in  Angliam. 

"  His  igitur,  ut  praediftuni  eft  expeditis,  falvum  &^fecurqm 
^^  condu^um  praefalo  F.  habere  facialis,  caufa  veiiiendi  ad  nos  ''- 
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addreifed  a  letter  to  Maurice^Fitz^Gerald,  in  which 
he  informed  him  of  th^pplication  of  his  liege- 
'  man,  fon  of  the  late^iflk>f  Connaught ;  that  in 
anfwer  to  his  petitioyfOT  a  fafe-condudt,  .he  had 
recommended  that  his  journey  to  England  fhould 
be  deferred,  until  he  had,  with  the  concurrence  of 
his  j:hief  governour,  endeavoured  to  reduce  the 
caftle  of  Melick,  now  in  poffeffion  of  de  Burgho, 
the  detention  of  which,  probably  had  been  repre- 
fcnted  as  a  ftriking  inftancp  of  the  difloyalty  of 
this  baron  i  th^,  when  this  Ihould  be  effed:ed, 
and  the  province  of  Connaught  peaceably  fettled 
and  delivered  to  the  king's  deputy,  he  had  declared 
his  readinefs  to  grant  his  fketition,  and  admit  him 
to  his'prefence.     At  the  4rae  time  Fitz^Gerald  is 
dircfted  that  fome  trufty  agents,  on  whofe  difcre^ 
tioii  he  could  rely,  fliould  be  fent  over  with  the 
Irifh  prince,  who  might  inform  the  king  authen- 
tically of  the  real  ftate  and  condition  of  Ireland, 
that  he  might  not  be  deceived  by  interefted  reports, 
or  the   fuggeftions  of  jealoufy  and  envy.     This 
anfwer  was  fufficient  for  the  immediate  purpofe  of 
Fedlim.     He  was   acknowledged   as    tl^e   king's 
liege-man;  he  had  the  royal  commiflion  to  adt 
againft  de   Burgho;    and   his  countrymen   were 
deterred  from    any   faftious    attempts    againft    a 
chieftain  who  boafted  the  fupport  of  the  Englifh 
monarch.  So  that  he  enjoyed  his  petty  fovereignty 
for  a  time,    unmolefted   by  any  Irifli  rivals,    or 
Englifh  clainis ;  while  another  and  a  more  impor-  ^ 
tant  objedt  engaged  the  attention  of  the  great  barons 

in 

**  AnglisLm,  in  cujus  etiazn  adventu  nuncios  veflros  cum  eo  mittatis, 
**  viros  videlicet  difcretos  qui  de  ftatu  terrac  nofbae  Hiberniae  nos 
•*  fciant  &  velint  figniiicare,  Tefte  meipfb  apud  Teokiibir,  28vo 
"  die  M^,  anno  regni  noM  decimo  feptimo.'*  Rymer,  tern.  i. 
\  328. 
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in  Ireland,  and  involved  the  kingdom  in  confider- 
able  diforder  and  confufion. 

On  the    death  of  William  Mariihal'',  fon    to 
the  prote^r,  his  eftates  and  honours  devolved  on 
his  brother  Richard,  a  young   lord   a<ftuated  v^ith 
all  the  bold  and  independent  fpirit  of  an  Engli(h 
baron.     Both  the  king,  arid  Hubert  v^^ho  was  now 
in  power,  were    acquainted  with  his  difpofitions, 
and  dreaded  their  effects  :  fo  that  when  he  came 
to  deniand  poffeffion  of  his  lands,  it  was  at  iirft 
denied,  on  pretence  that  hi5   brother's  wife   was 
pregnant.     When  this  device  proved  ineffedlual,  it 
was,  in  the  next  place,  alledged  that  Richard  had 
held  a  treafonable  correfpondence  with  the  king's 
enemies  in   France ;  and  therefore   he  was  com-» 
manded  to  depart^  from' the  realm   within  fifteen 
days,  on  pain  of  perpetual  imprifonment.     With- 
out the  leaft  hefitation  or  delay,  he  bent  his  courfe 
to  Ireland,  where  his  family  was  held  in  the  utmoft 
reverence.     Defcendcd  by  his  mother's  fide  from 
an  Irifh  king,  by  his  father's  from  the  renowned 
Strongbow,  he  was  equally  dear  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Leinfler,  both   of  the  Irifh  and  Englifh  race. 
He  was  readily  invefled  with  his  lands  and  caflles, 
received  the  homage  of  his  vafTals,  and  colle<Sing 
a  confiderable  force  from  Ireland,  pofTefTed  himfclf 
of  the  caftle  of  Pembroke,  as  if  refolved  to  affert 
his  patrimonial  claims  by  arms  :  a  condud:  which 
wrought  fo   forcibly  on  the  timidity  and  incon- 
flancy  of  the  king,  that  he  confented  to  accept  his 
homage  and  fealty,  and  to  inveft   him  peaceably 
with  all  his  rights. 

It 
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It  foon  appeared  that  Henry's  apprehenfions  of 
the  dangerous  fpirit  of  this  lord  were  but  too  well 
founded**.  When  the  adminiftration  had  been 
unhappily  committed  to  the  prelate  of  Winchefter, 
and  the  land  groaned  under  the  oppreffion  of  this 
tyrannous  and  head-ftrong  minifter,  earl  Richard 
was  the  firft  to  remonftrate  boldly,  and  even  haugh-^ 
tily  to  the  king,  on  the  imminent  danger  to  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  realm,  andof  confequence 
to  his  own  crown  and  dignity,  from  the  precipitate  - 
and  imperious  conduct  of  his  favourite,  and  the 
inundation  of  foreigners  which  overfpread  the 
land.  He  declared  that  he  and  others  of  his  peers, 
would  no  longer  deign  to  attend  the  king  s  Coun- 
cils, while  numbers  of  infolent  and  contemptible 
Poidtevins  were  allowed  to  engrofs  the  royal  fa- 
vour and  attention.  A  fiiarp  reply  provoked  hinv 
and  his  adhefents  to  abfent  themfelves  from  par- 
liament. They  are  Summoned  :  they  pretend  to 
be  apprehenfive  for  their  perfonal  fafety,  and  dif- 
obey  the  mandate :  they  are  proclaimed  traitors,. 
and  their  lands  affigned  to  foreigners.  The  caufc 
of  thefe  difcontented  lords  had  all  the  advantage 
of  popular  favour  and  applaufe,  and  was  at  firij 
honoured  with  the  concurrence  of  Richard,  bro- 
ther to  the  king.  But  as  he  was  fpeedily  reconci-^ 
led,  and  other  lords  were  bribed  by  the  minifter^ 
to  forfake  their  party,  the  earl  Marifhal  was  left 
almoft  fingly  to  fupport  a  defperate  conteft  with 
his  fovereign  :  yet  ftill  difdaining  a  fubmiflion,  he 
retired  to  Wales,  and  there  confederating  with, 
LeweUin,/and  other  fchieftains  of  this  province, 
declared  his  refolution  of  defending  his  lands  and 
caftles  againft  any  hoftile  attack  whatever.  Some 
attempts,  which  were  made  to  reduce  him,  ended 
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only  in  the  diigrace  of  the  king's  arms.  Where 
Henry  commanded  iti  perfon  (for  he  was  obliged 
to  lead  his  forces  againft  this  refradlory  lord)  carl 
Richard  with  an  afFefted  reverence  declined  to  take 
anypart  in  the  engagement.  When  an  advantage 
was  gained  over  his  countrymen,'  they  were  treated 
with  the  utmoft  lenity  z  to  foreigners  quarter  was 
never  granted.  A  fuccefsful  infurreftion,  profef- 
fedly  pointed  againft  an  odious  and  arbitrary  mi-- 
nifter,  could  Rot  fail  to  gain  new  friends  and 
adherents.  In  vain  did  the  Englifh  prelates  entreat 
the  king  to  ftop  the  fpreading  diforder,  by  a  juft 
redrefs  of  grievances,  and  to  feek  an  accommoda- 
tion with  thofe  difcontented  lords,  who  might  at 
leaft  plead  that  they  had  been  condemned  and  ba- 
nifhed,  without  a  fair  tryal  by  their  peers.  The 
imperious  minifter  declared  that  they  were  entitled 
to  no  fuch  privilege,  and  affeded  to  wonder  at 
their  prefumption  in  affuming  the  fame  confe- 
quence  with  the  peers  of  France.  As  violent  and 
fanguinary  meafures  were  more  fuited  to  his  genius, 
with  the  affiftance  of  his  minions,  he  now  con- 
certed a  fcheme  for  the  defttudtion  of  earl  Richard, 
)ieadand  leader  of  this  dangerous  confederacy. 

Letters  under  the  king's  feal"^,  as  well  as  the 
fignature  of  the  minifter,  and  eleven  of  his  crea- 
tures, were  directed  to  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  the 
Irifli  vicegerent,  Hugh  and  Walter  de  Lacey, 
GeofFry  de  Maurifco,  Richard  de  Burgho,  and 
fome  other  inferiour  lords,  purporting,  that  Ri- 
chard, late  earl  Mariftial  of  England,  had  for  his 
manifefttrcafon,  by  fentence  of  the  king's  court 
been  baniibed  from  the  realm,  his  eftates  forfeited 
and  feized,  yet  that  he  ftill  perfev^red  in  obftinate 
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rebellion  againft  bis  liege-lord.  It  was  therefore 
fignificd  to  thefe  the  king's  faithful  fubjefts,  that 
if  the  aforefaid  Richard  (hould  land  in  Ireland^ 
they  (hould  endeavour  to  fecure  and  fend  him  to 
the  king  alive  or  dead.  In  return  for  which  fcr- 
vioe,  his  Majefty  granted  them  all  the  lands  which 
Richard  had  enjoyed  in  Ireland^  and  now  forfeited 
by  his  difloyalty,  to  be  divided  amongft  them^  and 
be  poflcfled  by  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever  :  for 
the  full  effeft  of  which  promifc,  they  who  attefted 
thefe  letters  made  themfelves  furetics,  on  condition 
that  the  required  fervice  (hould  be  duly  and  faith- 
fully performed. 

The  divifion  of  a  vaft  diftridl  in  a  part  of  Ire- 
land the  beft  improved,  was  a  tempting  allurement 
to  thefe  lords,  whofe  darling  objefts  were  riches 
and  influence ;  and  who  were  not  always  fcrupu- 
lous  and  delicate  in  their  purfuit^.  The  infidi- 
oufnefs,  with  which  they  are  charged  on  this 
occafion  by  a  cotemporary  writer,  was  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  the  open  generous  charafter  of  Eng- 
lifh  nobles,  but  was  tn  fome  fort  palliated  and 
difguifed  by  the  appearance  of  loyalty  and  zeal 
for  the  fervice  of  their  fovereign.  Care  was  in 
the  firft  place  taken  to  convey  intelligence  to  earl 
Richard,  that  the  barons  of*  Ireland  had  feized 
fome  of  his  cailles,  and  ravaged  his  lands  in 
Leinfter.  As  a  fufpeniion  of  hoftilities  in  Wale* 
had  allowed  him  to  attend  to  his  Iriih  intereft,  he 
embarked  with  fifteen  attendants,  relyfng  on  a  fuf- 
ficiei)t  fupport  from  his  vafTals  and  adherents  in 
Ireland.  Immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  was  at- 
tended by  GeofFry  de  Maufifco,  who,  under  pre- 
tence of  attachment  and  devotion  to  his   fervice, 

afFedted 
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a^^ed  to  commiferate  his  wrongs,  and  applaud 
his  generous  conteft  againft  injuftice  and  opprcffibn : 
he  obfcrvcd  how  eafily  and  ^fFeftually  he  might 
diflrcfs  the  king  by  the  vigour  of  his  operations  in 
Ireland  ;  that,  fupported  as  he  was  by  numerous 
fidherents,  and  in  a  caufe  favoured  in  general  by 
both  kingdoms,  he  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs,  dnd 
might  even  reduce  all  Ireland  to  his  obedience,  by 
a  c^ue  exertion  of  that  fpirit  which  had  diftin- 
guilhed  his  illuftrious  progenitors.  The  earl  was 
prevailed  upon  with  little  reluctance  to  adopt  a 
fcbeme  fo  flattering  to  his  pride,  and  apparently  fo 
favourable  to  his  caufe.  His  forces  were  colleifted; 
hoftilities  commenced ;  his  own  caftles  readily 
recovered;  Limerick  taken  after  a  <icge  of  four 
days  ;  and  the  citizens  obliged  to  bind  themfelves 
by  folemn  oath  to  his  fervice ;  and  flill  extending 
his  irruptions,  he  ravaged  the  land^  and  feized 
feveral  caftles  both  of  thfe  king  and  his  barons. 

De  Burg  ho,  the  Laceys,  and  other  lords  who 
fliould  hav9  oppofcd  thefe  violences,  fled  before 
him  with  an  affeifted  terrour  5  while  his  fucceflfes 
only  ferved  to  drive  him  into  thptoils  of  his  ene- 
mies°.  They  now  employed  agents  to  reprefent 
to  him,  that>  as  liegemen,  to  king  Henry,  they 
could  not  look  hn  tamely  while  he  reduced  the 
lands  which  had  been  entrufted  to  their  cufl:ody* 
But  to  prevent  the  efflifion  of  blood,  they  defired 
a  truce;  promifing  that  if  fuccours  were  not 
fpcedily  received  from  the  king,  they  fhould  con- 
fidcr  him  as  relinquifliing  his  power  and  authority 
in  the  ifland,  and  on  their  parts  (hould  peaceably 
refign  it  to  earl  Richard,  with  whom  they  defired 
an  interview  on  the  plains  of  Kildare,  in  order  to 

adjufl: 
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adjuft  the  terms  of  this  truce,  and  to  cfFedt  an 
equitable  and  amicable  agreement.  Richard  con- 
fented  to  appear  at  the  place  appointed^  attended 
by  a  force  nearly  equal  to  that  of  his  opponents  j 
but  by  the  infidious  advice  of  GeofFty^  haughtily 
refufed  to  grant  a  truce.  The  barons  replied  that 
the  iword  (hould  then  inft^htly  decide  the  conteft; 
Each  fide  prepared  to  engage  ;  when  in  the  mo- 
ment of  onfet,  GeofFry  coldly  told  the  earl,  that 
his  only  meafure  was  to  yield  to  the  demands  of 
the  barons  *,  for  as  Walter  de  Lacey  was  married 
to  his  fifter,  he  could  by  no  means  fight  againft 
his  kinfman ;  and  thus  inftantly  marched  away 
with  fourfcore  of  the  earl's  company,  who  had 
been  bribed  to  this  defertion*  Richard  was  novf 
left  with  his  fifteen  brave  followers  of  Wales,  to 
fupport  the  (hock  of  one  hundred  and  forty  chofen 
men.  Thqfl^ws  of  romantic  honour  forbad  him 
to  fly.  He  turned  tend#ly  to  his  young  brother^ 
took  an  affedting  farewell,  entreating  him,  as  he 
ivas  of  too  tender  years  to  (hare  a  defperate  en- 
counteri  to  confult  his  fafety-~by  retiring  to  i 
neighbouring  caftle.  The  enemy's  attack  was 
chiefly  diredled  againft  his  perfon  :  jhe  barons 
themfelves  would  not  appear  to  take  any  part  in 
this  u!^equal  engagement :  their  followers  aflailcd 
the  earl,  and  at  length  unhorfed  Jiim,  though  not 
without  bloodfhed  and  difliculty;  when  one  of 
them,  pointing  a  dagger  at  his  back,  where  he 
was  not  defended  by  his  armour,  plunged  it  in  his 
body  to  the  hilt.  The  unfortunate  earl  was  con- 
veyed to  one  of  his  caftles  which  Eitz-Gerald  had 
in  the  mean  time  reduced,  anjd  expired  in  a  few 
days  after  this  fatal  rencounter. 

The 
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The  news  of  the  death  of  earl  Richard,  a  po- 
pular and  favourite  lord,  was  leceived  in  England 
with  thedeepeftconfternation,  and  the  moft  violent 
refentment  againft  the  prelate  of  Winchefter,  who 
had  facrificed  this   noble  vidim    to  his   revenge. 
Every  circumftance  of  his  death  was  aggravated  by 
the   rage   of  party,  and   every  report   propagated 
that  could  encreafe  the  odium  of  the  minifter.     It 
was  even  fuggefted  that  the  bafeft  treachery  had 
been  pradifed  in  the   care  of  his  wound  "";  and 
that  he  might  have  happily  recovered,  but  for  the 
villainy  of  a   furgeon,  who    purpofedly    tortured, 
and  threw  him  into  ah   ardent  fever.     An   Irifh 
agent  was  fo  foolifti  as  to  confefs  in  London  that 
he  had  taken  a  principal  part  in  the  death  of  this 
carl,  and,   by  this  indifcretion   fo   provoked  the 
popular  fury,  that  he  was  immediately  aflaffinated. 
The  difcontented  nobles  led  the  general  clamour  ; 
affcdled   the  utmoft  indtgnation,  and  the  utmoft 
tcrrour  for  their  own  perfons.     The  king,  juftly 
dreading  the  efFedts  of  the  prefent  temper  of  the 
people,  with  a  mean  diffimulation  exprefled  the 
dcepeft  forrow  at  the  death  of  Richard,  praifed  his 
great  merits  and  endowments,  lamented   his  own 
lofs  of  fo    invaluable  a  /ubjed:,  and   ordered   his 
chaplains  to  perform  a  folemn  fervice  for  the  repofc 
of  his  departed  foul.     A  fudden  aad  ftriking  event 
which  aftedted  all  orders  of  his  fubjefts,  proved  of 
more  force  than  all  the  temperate  remonftrances  of 
his  real  friends,  or  even  the  violent  oppofition  of  a 
few  barons.     The  feceding  lords  were  invited  to 
return  to  his  councils,  and  had  the  fecurity  of  the 
prelates  for  their  fafe-condud.     Gilbert,  brother 
and  fucceflbr  of  the  late  earl,  was  knighted,  and 
)  inverted  with  his  lands,  together  with  the  office  of 
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Earl  Mariflial.     A  convention  of  the  nobles  was 
held,  to  confider  of  the  diftraftcd  fituation  of  the 
realm.     In  this  a/Tembly,  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury produced  a  copy  of  the  king's  letter  fent 
to  the  lords  of  Ireland,  and  figned  by  the  minifter 
and  tiis  creatures.     The  king,  perceiving  its  effcd^ 
rofe  up,  and  bafely  denied  that  he  had  any  knowt 
ledge  of  it,  confefled  that  the  bifhop  of  Wincheftcr 
had  compelled  him  to  affix  his  feal,  but  declared 
his  own  total  ignorance  of  the   purport  of  this 
letter,  which  he  confirmed  by  a  folemn  oath  in  all 
the  mortified  abafement  of  a  prince  who  had   loft 
the  conjfidence   of  his  fubjedls.     The   bifhop  was 
fumnKHied  to  appear,  but,  with  fome  of  his  friends 
involved  in  the   fame  difgrace,  fled  for  fandluary 
to  the  church  of  Winchcftcr.     The  whole.fabric 
of  power  which  this  proud  foreigner  had   been  fo 
long  raifing,  was  in  an  inftant  utterly  fubverted. 
His  creatures  were   baniftied  or  imprifoned ;  the 
court  no  longer  filled  with  foreigners  ;  the  natives 
reftored  to  favpur  ;  and  the  primate  of  England,  a 
man  of  temper,  prudence,    and   equity,  admitted 
to  a  principal  (hare  of  power  and  confidence  with 
the  king. 

In  Ireland,  the  general  temper  of  the  people 
was  equally  inflamed  by  the  death  of  earl  Richard, 
and  efpecially  in  that  province  where  his  family 
had  poflefied  the  firft  rank  of  dignity,  and  had 
been  confidered  as  the  fovereigns  of  Leihfter.  The 
citizens  of  Dublin,  an  Englifli  colony,  fraught 
with  a  full  portion  of  the  national  fpirit,  echoed 
the  clamours  of  their  brethrep  of  England**,  in- 
veighed loudly  againfl:  the  treachery  and  cruelty  of 
the  minifter,  and   fecmed  ripe  for  fome  a<9:   of 

violence. 

N  Prynn.  ^ 
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violence.  Henry  even  deigned  to  addrefs  a  letter 
ta  thlcfe  rough  and  turbulent  burghers.  He  aflured 
them  of  his  intentions  to  convene  the  nobles  of 
his  realm^  that  every  meafure  fhould  be  taken  on 
mature  advice,  for  the  pacification*  and  welfare  of 
both  kingdoms :  he  recommended  tp  them  to  wait 
thcrefult  of  his  intended  deliberations,  which  he 
gracioufly  aflured  them  fhould  in  due  time  be 
tranfmitted,  and  he  doubted  not,  but  would  give 
them  perfc<ft  fatisfa(ition  and  content. 

The  great  lords  of  Ireland  in  the  mean  time 
proceeded  to  divide  the  fpoil  of  earl   Richard's 
lands  with  the  moft  rapacious  violence,    envying 
and  oppofing  pach  other,  harrafling  and  ravaging 
their  inferiours"^/   Their  outrages  were  continued 
with  the  greater  boldnefs,  as  Gilbert  the  prefent 
carl  hadfoon  fallen  under  the  difpleafure  of  Henry, 
having   taken    the   fame  meafuoes  with  his   late 
brother,  on  the  relapfe  of  the  king  ifito  his  former 
opprcflions  and  unjuft  partiality  to  foreigners.  His 
marriage  with  the  daughter  or  Alexander  king  of 
Scotland  ferved  to  fwell  his  pride  :  but  lefs  able, 
and  therefoi^e  lefs  refpefted  than  his  brother,  he 
was  treated  ty  Henry  with  greater  harfhncfs,  and 
foon  obliged  to  fue  for  a  reconciliation  ;  which  by 
the  interceflion  of  the  king's  brother  was  efFedled, 
and  ferved  to  check  the  aepredations  committed 
on  his  Irifh  lands.  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald,  dreading 
the  confequenpes  of  his  refentment,    thought  it- 
expedient  to  repair  to  London,  that  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  king  he  might   be   reconciled   to  a 
powerful  young  lord,  now  rcftored  to  the  royal 
favour,  and  prevent  the  confequences  of  a  dangerous 
family  feud.  ^In  the  prefence  of  Henry  and  his 

Vol.  I.  S  ^  nobles, 
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nobles,  he  exculpated  himfelf  by  oath  from  any 
part  or  concurrence  in  the  death  of  Richard  :  yet, 
for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  reftoration  of  amity 
between  their  noble  houfes,  propofed  without  de- 
lay to  found  a  \tell-endowed  monaftery,  furnifhed 
with  a  reverend  conventual  body,  to  offer  up  their 
conftant  prayers  for  the  foul  of  this  unhappy  earl. 

A  FORMAL  reconciliation  was  thus  eiFe<fled% 
and  Maurice  was  preparing  to  depart,  when 
Fedlim,  prince  of  Connaught,  fuddenly  appeared 
at  the  court  of  England,  having  at  length  obtained 
an  opportunity  of  pleading  his  grievances  and  dif- 
playing  the  oppref?ions  of  de  Burgho.  This  lord, 
foon  after  the  death  of  earl  Richard,  had,  by  the 
reftoration  of  his  kinfman  Hubert  to  fome  degree 
of  favour,  been  encouraged  to  repair  to  England, 
and  attend  upon  the  king,  who  received  him  with 
an  appearance  of/avour,  though  not  uninformed  of 
the  violence  of  his  conduft,  and  the  many  inftan- 
ces  in  which  he  had  prefumed  to  defpife  the  royal 
authority^.  lie  only  ventured  to  inlinuate  in  a 
letter  with  which  this  lord  was  honoured  foon  after 
his  return,  that  he  fliould  be  careful,  by  a  more 
punctual  and  ready  compliance  with  his  prders  for 
the  future,  to  obviate  all  fufpicions  which  might 
be  entertained  of  his  difloyalty.  'But  little  affedted 
by  this  gentle  rebuke,  he  continued  to  indulge  his 
ambitious  views,  and  particularly  to  extend  his 
fcttlemcnts  in  Connaught,  with  an  infolent  con- 
tempt of  any  rights  or  claims  of  the  Irifti  natives. 
Pretences  for  hoftilities  were  readily  found  or  in- 
vented :  and  de  Burgho  had  the  addrefs  to  gaift 
Fitz-Gerald,  the  chief  governour  to  fupport  his 
interefted  fchemes'^.     Under  the  pretence  of  re- 

preffing 
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preffing  infurreftlons  or  enforcing  the  demands  of 
government,  they  united  in  an  invaiion  of  the 
territories  of  Fedlim,  which  ended  in  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  was  undertaken,  the  uiurpation  of  a 
confiderable  part  of  this  diftrid.  The  injured 
chieftain  had  no*refource  but  to  repeat  his  appli- 
cation to  the  throne :  he  artfully  avoided  to  involve 
the  chief  governour  in  his  accufation,  confined  his 
complaint  to  the  excefles  of  de  Burgho,  and  fo 
eiFedually  did  he  plead  his  caufe,  that  the  king, 
now  happily  difpofed  to  redrefs  all  wrongs,  ordered 
Fitz-Gerald  to  take  the  fpeedift  and  moft  efFed:ual 
meafures  for  reprefling  the  outrages  of  this  proud 
baron,  and  re-eftablifhing  the  Irifti  prince  in  full 
poffeffion  of  his  rights. 

This  appearance  of  equity,  and  attention  to 
the  rights  of  his  Irifli  tributaries  feem  to  have  been 
confidered  by  the  king*  as  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
merit.  It  was  foon  fucceeded  by  a  requifition  to 
*all  the  toparchs  who  had  fubmitted''^  or  were 
S  2  fuppofed 

•The  king's  letter  and  the  names  of  the  Irifli  chiefs,  are  here 
given  from  Rymer:  (tom.  i.  p.  426.)  and  the  lift  of  names  poflibly 
comprehends  all  or  moft  of  thofe  (plufquom  viginti  reguli)  who  had 
fubmitted  to  king  John. 

"  Rex  Donnaldoregi  de  Tercurncll,  [i.  e.  Tirconnell,]  falutem. 

**  Cum  provocante  nos  injuria  regis  Scotiae,  jam  nos  praeparaveri- 
"  mus  infurgere  in  ipfum  pro  pluribus  tranfgreffionibus,  quas  nobis 
"  fecit,  ulcifcendis,  nifi  ipfas  gratis  nobis  emendare  voluerit;  de 
**  dileftionc  veftra  confidentes,  quod  in  hac  expeditione  noftra  auxi- 
"  Hum  veftrum  nobis  denegarc  non  velitis,  vobis  mandamus,  qua- 
"  tenus  una  cum  Jufticiario  noftro  Hiberniae,  &  aliis,  fidelibus  noftris 
*'  Hiberniae,  qui  in  prbximo  ad  partes  Scotiae  ventiiri  funt,  ad  ini- 
"  micos  noftros  ibidem  gravandos,  talem  &  tam  potentem  fuccurfum 
*'  nobis  impendere  velitis,  perfonaliter  veniendo  cutn  ipiis,  bona 
"  gente  muniti,  quod  in  neceffitate  veftra,  ad  nos  confidentiuS  con- 
**  fugere  debeatis.  Nofqiic  pro  fuccurfu  veftro,  ad  preces  noftras 
"  nobis  impendendo,  gratiam  quam  a  nobis  petieritis,  libentius  vobis 
**  teneamur  impertiri,  cum  fpeciaii  gratiarum  a^tione.  Tefte  rege, 
*'  apud  Staunford  feptimo  die  Julii. 
N  Rymer. 

*•  Eodem 
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fuppofcd  to  be  wcIl-afFcdcd  to  Jiim,  to  repair  to 
his  ftandard  with  their  forces,  in  order  to  affift  hira 
dgainft  the  king  of  Scotland ;  as  they  hoped  to 
find  refoarce  in  him,  ifl  their  neccflSties,  and  that 
he  fhotrld  extend  his  grace  to  them,  on  their  pe- 
titions. A  fudden  accommodation  prevented  him 
from  difcovcring  the  efFedl  of  his  letters,  which 
were  addreffed  to  feveral  chiefs,  who^  notwith- 
Itanding  any  former  engagements,  were  difaffcfted, 
if  not  his  open  and  avowed  advcrfaries**.     In  the 

following 

*^  Eodem  modo  fcribitiiry 
I^fiLieiiNO  filio  quondam  RegiSj    (fd.  CcHinachtae!  &  Hibenui^ 

monarch*  nomine.) 
O'Raly. 

Uhanlur,  (i.e.  O'Hanlon.) 

Bren  O'Nel  regi  deKinelun,  (i.  e.  Kiael-eogain  five  Tia-OwsN.) 
0'Chatan»  (i.  e.  O'Catkan.) 
O'Hynery. 

DonENALD  MaC'DanI  Bt. 
MAC'AvEGtS,    {u  C.   MaCGI]IN1»*) 

Mac-Kartan. 

Mac-Giliemuri,    (dox  0*NialIornm  de  Clanneboia  hi  agiv 

Danenfi.) 
O.  FiBW  regi  de  Turteri  (i.  c.  O'Flinn  regi  de  Hy-Tartria 

regione  in  comitatu  Antrim  lacui  Neach  contermina.) 
Mac-Machanan,  (i.  e.  Mac-Maron.) 
MAc-0*CAtMfiRy,  (principem  effe  fafpicor  Ofhnannoram  Wa- 

tcrfordcnfiara.) 
CoNOHOR  O'Brin  Alius  Dunecan  Carbragh  de  Thodmend,   (i.e« 

Connor  O'B  r  i  s  n  de  Thomond. ) 
Co%maClethan  Macardhy  deDelicmon  (i,  e.  Cormac  Mac- 

Arthv  deDefmond.) 
llos  O'Falaner  deDefCa,  (i.  e.  O'Faolan  de  Defies  baronia  in 

comitatu  Waterford.) 
RiCARDO  Machbrmekin  de  Deffia. 
Cort-Othenner  de  Fermuy,    (potitis  O'CdNDOBT  de  Fcrmoy 

regione  in  comitatu  Cork.) 
Smonbtmer  O'Caffercy  de  Corrac. 
Mathulanec  O'Kellie  de  OchoniH,   (OKelly  de  Criodi- 

Cualan  regione  in  moderno  comitatu  de  Wicklow, 
'    MuacHADMAC-BRiN  de  Nathcrlach  (potius  de  ^anilogH  re- 
gione de  0*Br  ins  in  com.  de  Wicklow.) 
**  Prsedidla  nomina,  quoad  licuit,  duzimus  exponenda,  in  gratitn 
rei  Hibernicas  fludioforum.''    Harris. 

G  I24S.  Ann.  Anon.  MSS.         digitized  by  Google 


Cfa.^.         HENRY        III.         261 

following  year^  however,  Fcdlim  had  an  opportu-^ 
nity  of  ^proving  his  gratitude  by  attending  Fit^- 
Gerald  into  Wales,  md  performing  good  fervices 
againft  prince  David.  In  which  he  had  the  greater 
merit,  as  he  was  the  only  chief  either  of  the  Iriih 
or  Englijfh  race  who  obeyed  the  king's  fiimmone 
upon  this  occafion  ;  although  the  governour  was 
directed  to  addr^fs  himfelf  to  each,  to  found  their 
difpolitions'',  and  to  aiTure  them  of  the  royal  fa* 
vour  cm  their  compliance,  an4  a  ^are  of  fuch 
cbnquefts  as  might  be  made  by  their  affiilanoe. 

The  delay  of  Fitz-Gerald  in  leading  his  fcic- 
cours  into  Wales,  to  which  Henry  affedsd  to  im- 
pute the  difgraces  and  diftreifes  of  hi$  eaqpcdition'*, 
is  faid  to  be  the  caufe  of  his  removal  from  the 
Irifli  government,  by  which,  a  popular  lord,  with 
a  powerful  following,  indifferent  to  theihterefts  of 
a  fbvereign  by  whom  he  was  difobliged,  was  feat 
into  the  South  to  raife  new  commotiQns  ai^ong  the 
moil  turbulent  and  inveterate  of  the  Irilb  flatiy^s. 
He  had  no  occafion  to  enter  intiJ  plots  or  .confedc"- 
racies,  to  difturb  the  public  peace,  The  Geral- 
dines  and  their  aflbciates  only  proceeded  to  enlarge 
their  fettlements,and  to  extend  their  encroachnacnts* 
on  the  bloody  fept  of  Mac-Arthy^,  and  all  the 
rage  of  war  was  inftaotly  kindled  in  their  quarter 
of  the  inland.  The  death  of  Richgrd  dc  Burgbo, 
Hugh  de  Lacey,  and  Geoffry  de  Maurifco,  whidi 
'happened  nearly  at  the  fame  period,  produced  new 
commotion.  The  chiefs  of  Tirconnel  in  the 
North  had  taken  arms  immediately  on  the  departure 
of  Fitz-Gerald  to  the  war  in  Wales  "";  but  at  his 
return   were,  by  the  afliftance  of  Fedlim,  foon 

reduced. 

^  Y  Rymer.  d  Matth.  Par. 
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reduced.     They  were  now  encouraged  to  refumc 
their  hpftilities,  which  the  new  governour,  fon  of 
GeofFry^  waS  immediately  called  to  fupprefs  ;  and 
found  an  obftinata  enemy,  which  it  was  the  whole 
bufinefs  of  his  adminiftration  to  fubdue :  nor   was 
this  efFefted  but  by  the  concurrence  of  fome  neigh- 
bouring   Irifti  chiefs,    who    thus  revenged    their 
private  quarrels  on  the  prince  of  Tirconnel.     Nor 
did  the  weftern  part  of  Ireland  continue  to   enjoy 
the  advantages  of    Henry's   proteftion.     Walter, 
fucceflbr  of  Richard  de  Burgho,  had  married  the 
,  daughter  and   heirefs  of  Hugh   de  Lacey  ^',  and 
being  of  confequence  inverted  with  the  earldom  of 
Ulfter,  was  enabled  by  fo  vaft  an  acceflion  of  power 
to  aflert  the  claims  of  his  family  in  Connaught  with 
the  more  imperious  violence.     Fedlim  vs^as  orj  fome 
pretence  of  difafFedion  once  more  driven  from  his 
territory,  and  once  more  had  the  fpirit  to  regain  it 
by  force  of  arms  and  to  maintain  his  rights  againft 
the  great  Engliih  lords.     The  rifing  diforders   of 
England  encouraged  them  to  defpife  the  royal  au- 
thority ^;  on  the  encreafe  of  thefe  diforders   their 
confidence  rofe  gradually  to   the  higheft  pitch  : 
they  were  ever  the  fecret  enemies,  fometimes  the 
'avowed  adverfaries  of  each  other  ;  and  in   many 
places  where   they  had  obtained   fettlements,  the 
natives  were  firft  driven  into  infurreftions  by  their 
cruelty,  and  then  puniftied  with  double  cr«elty  for 
their  refiftance,  , 

In  a  country  thus  opprefTcd  by  feverity,  and 
harraffed  by  mutual  competitions,  the  firft  fymp- 
toms  of  a  diforder  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  Ireland, 
could  not  fail  to  mark  this  wretched  period  of 
petty  tyrannies.     The   Englifh  laws    which  had 

been 
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been  fo  folemnly  accepted  and  eftablifhed,  were 
fbon  found  to  be  ajj^ftem  unfriendly  to  oppreffion. 
Too  fevere  in  punifhing  thefc  outrages  which  fub- 
vert  the  peace  of  fociety,  and  too  indulgent  to  the 
rights  and  properties  of  inferiours,  they  were 
fcorned  by  an  imperious  ariftocratic  faftion,  who, 
in  the  phrenzy  of  rapine  and  ambition,  trampled 
on  the  moft  falutary  inftitutions ;  and  by  oppreffing 
thofe  immediately  below  them,  taught  them  to 
become  oppreflbrs,  and  to  flop  that  current  of 
equity  andjuftice  which  was  their  own.  moft  effec- 
tual fecurity.  So  early  as  the  year  1228,  a  rcmon- 
ftrance  Spears  to  have  been  made  to  the  king 
againft  this  dangerous  negledl  and  fufpenfion  of 
the  laws;  fo  that  he  judged  it  neceffary  to  tranf- 
mit  his  mandate  to  the  chief  governour  for  fup- 
preffing  tliis  innovation °.  *He  diredted  that  the 
whole  body  of  nobility,  knights,  free-tenants,  and 
bailiifsx  of  the  feveral  counties,  ihould  be  convened; 
that  the  charter  of  Englifh  laws  and  cuftoms  re- 
ceived from  king  John,  and  to  which  they  were 

bound 

D  Cl.  12  H.  III.  in  TuiT.  Lond. 

•  **  Rex  diledo  &  fideli  fuo  Richardo  de  Burgo,  jufticiario  fuo 

*  Hibernise,  falutem.     Mandamus  vobis  firmiter  praecipientes,  qua- 

*  Unus  certo  die  &  loco,   faciatis  venire  coram  vobis  archiepifcopos, 

*  epifcopos,  abbates,  priores,   comites,  &  barones,  milites  &  libere- 

*  tenentes,    &  ballivos  fingulorum  coihitatuum',  &  coram  eis  publice 

*  legi  faciatis  cartam  domini  Johannis  regis,  patris  noflri,  qui  figillum 
'  fuum  eft,   quam  flferi  fecit  &  jurari  a  magnatibus  Hibernias,  de  le- 

*  gibus  &  confuetudinibus  Angliae  confervandis  in  Hibernia.     Et 

*  praecipiatis  eis  ex  parte  noftra  quod  leges  illas  &  confuetudines  in 

*  carta  praedida  contentas,  de  c^tero  firmiter  teneant  &  obfervent^ 

*  Et  hoc  idem  per  fingulos  comitatus  Hiberni^  clamari  faciatis  & 

*  teneri,  prohibentes  firmiter  ex  parte  noftra,  et  luper  forisfaduram 

*  noftram,   ne  quis  contra  hoc  mandatum  noftrum  venire  pra:fumat. 

*  Eo  cxcepto,  quod  nee  de  catillis   Hibernen/ium  occiforum  nihil 

*  ftatuatur  ex  parte  noftra  citra  quindecim  dies  a  die  Sanfti  Michaelis, 

*  anno  regni  noftri  duodecimo,  fuper  quo  refpedum  dedimus  mag- 

*  natibus   noftris   Hiberniae  ufque  ad  terminum  praedidum.     Teftc 
'  me  ipfe  apud  Weftm.  8vo  die   Maii  anno  regni  iioftri,  izmo.*' 

Pryo.  Anim.  2^1. 
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bound  by  oath,  fliould  be  read  over  in  their  prefencej 
that  they  fliould  be  dirciaed  %  the  future,  ftridljr 
to  obfcrve  and  adhere  to  thefe  ;  and  that  proclama- 
tion fliould  be  made  in  ev^ry  county  of  Ireland,  of 
thi«  royal  mandate,  Hn&ly  enjoining  obedience  oa 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  lands  and  tenements.  How 
little  efFedt  was  produced  by  this  order,  and  how 
juflly  the  oppofition  to  the  courfc  of  Englifli 
law  i?  imputed  to  the  great  lords  of  Ireland,  we 
learn  from  a  mandate  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  year 
1246'',  in  which  the  barons  are  commanded,  that 
for  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  land  they 
may  ^-permit  it  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  cf 
Bngland, 

And  while  thefe  powerful  lords  tlius  fubvcrtcd 
th6  peace  and  fccurity  of  the  Englifli  territories, 
with  reaped:  to  the  Irifli  natives,  they  were  ilill  left 
refl:rained  in  their  violences,  as  thefe  neither 
claimed  nor  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  Englifli 
conftitution.  it  hath  already  appeared  that  in  their 
earlieft  ftipulations  with  Henry  the  fecond,  the 
currency  of  their  own  old  laws  and  cufl:oms  was 
provided  for,  by  thofe  who  became  tributaries  to 
the  crown  of  England.  And  thefe  laws  and 
cuftoms,  and  thefe  only  were  continued,  eveifin 

the 
p  ci.  30,  H.  ra. 

•  *<  Rex,  dileao, -Ac. 

"  Qma  pro  communi  utilhatc  xefttt  "Hibemiae,  &  f>m  «im^ 
♦*  tenartnn  regis,  rcxVult^  <tecommuniconfilio  regis  provifianeft, 
"♦*  quod  omnes  legjps  &  oonffiefftdrnes  ^ox  in  regno  AagHse  -ecsicntor 
**  in  tfiberniae  tendalntur,  ct^adem  terra  eifdcm  tegibuis  ftibjiweat,  & 
^*  per  cafdem  regatar,  fictrt  "dtyiwintos  Jdhaimes  rex  com  ultimo  cffet 
**  in  Hibernia  ilatuit  &  fieri  jnandavit.  Quiaedam  i«9c  vult-quod 
•*  omnia  brevia  de  communi  jure  fquee  currunt  in  'AngHa  *finaliter 
^*  currant  in  Hibemia  fub  novo  figillo  regis.  Martdatiim^  archi" 
**  epifcopis,  &c.  quod  pro  pace  &  tranqurflitate  ejuidem  teniae,  pCT 
*'  eaiikm  leges  eos  dedoci  &  regi  permittant,  &  cas  dn  omftiba« 
**  fequantur.     In  cujus,  &c."     Pryn. 
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the  territories  of  thofe  chiefs  who  were  bell  aflfed:ed 
to  the  Englifli  government.  Fedlim,  the  petty 
king  of  Connaught,  was  fo  far  from  conceiving 
that  he  or  his  people  had  acquired  the  valuable 
fights  <rf  Englifh  fubjeds  in  their  full  extent, 
that  in  a  ren;^nftrance  to  the  king  againil  the  da- 
mages he  had  fuflained  by  Walter  de  Burgho*',  he 
charges  Ae  burning  of  churches  and  the  mai&cre 
of  his  priefts  and  monks,  at  three  thoufand  maj-ks. 
As  the  Englifli  power  was  extended,  this  motljr 
mixture  of  Irifli  tributaries  and  Englifh  fubjoft^ 
proved  of  the  moft  eflential  prejudice  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  nation.  The  rights,  prop^ties^ 
and  even  lives  of  the  natives  were  particularly  M, 
the  mercy  of  a^iring  and  rapacious  barons,  who, 
if  too  infolent  to  allow  to  their  fellow-fulyeifts 
thofe  privileges  w^hich  they  juftly  claimed,  had  ftiil 
lefs  remorfe  in  taking  advantage  of  the  weaknefc 
of  thofe  who  claimed  no  fudi  privileges,  and 
making  them  feel  the  moft  affliding  coiifequences 
of  their  inferiority.  The  Irifh  were  not  long  in- 
fenfible  of  this  difadvantage  :  they  had  learned  by 
melancholy  experience  the  fuperiour  fecurity  which 
their  neighbours  enjoyed,  and  harraffed  as  they 
were  on  every  fide,  by  their  native  chiefs,  and  the 
more  powerful  Englifli  lords'*,  we  have  inftances 
in  this  reign  of  a  few  the  moft  peaceable  amonj; 
them  fuing  for  a  royal  patent,  by  which  they  mi^ht 
enjoy  the  rights  of  Englifti  fubjefts,  and  on  their 
plea  of  fidelity  and  good  ferVices  admitted  by  the 
king  to  a  participation  of  thefe  rights,  notwith- 
Handing  they  were  denied  to  their  »GOuntrymcn  am 
general  *.        > 

!ExTtRi^.V  A  G  AN  T 
»  ^yiner,  ex  BundeUa  Liberarum  inTur.  Loo.    jd  Pryn.  CI.  37  H  JIJ. 
^  X'here  are  innumerable  records  of  thefe  grants  nnade  to  indivi- 
duals of  the  Ixiih  race.     1  |>rodttce  xhe^^i^JifSL  we  find  in  ihis  reign. 
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Ex^TRAVAGANT  and  abfurd  as  we  may  deem 
this  general  exclufion  of  the  natives  from  the 
proted:ion  of  the  Englifli  laws,  yet  it  arofe  neither 
'frorfi  the  want  of  equity,  nor  of  difcernment  in 
the,Engli(h  mcnarchs.  The  neceffities  and  preffing 
emergencies  of  the  reign  of  Heniy  the  fecond 
prevented  the  redud:ion  of  theifland,  and  produced 
a  treaty  whereby  the  Irifh  were  left  in  pofleffion  of 
their  antient  jurifdidtion.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  reprelentations  of  political  and  hiftorical 
writers,  it  is  too  evident  that  at  that  time  they 
neither  defired  nor  accepted  the  Englifh  laws, 
They  neither  knew  the  fuperiour  advantages  of 
another  conftitution,  nor  traced  their  diftreffes  to 
the  irregularities  and  imperfeftions  of  their  own; 
which  had  been  fandlified  by  the  ufage'of  ages,  by 
the .  fabulous  or  exaggerated  traditions  of  their 
famous  kings  and  law-givers,  was  inextricably 
interwoven  with  their  manners,  and  with  thefe, 
had  taken  too  deep  and  extenfive  root  to  be  at 
once  removed  by  the  greateft  violence  :  and  vio- 
lence was  neither  originally  exertefl,  nor  intended, 
for  this  purpofe.     Time,  indeed,  had  a  continued 

intercourfe 

as  it  fhews  evidently  how  far  the  benefits  of  Englifh  law  wereextencied, 
or  meant  to  be  extended  in  Ireland  :  and  that  they  were  neither 
granted  originally  nor  claimed,  nor  enjoyed  by. the  Irifh  in  general. 
A  point  too  evident  to  be  fo  often  repeated  and  enlarged  on  in  this 
hiftory,  but  for  the  confufed  and  miilaken  reprefentations  of  fomc 
political  writers  who  deduce  the  moft  important  confequences  frotck 
their  own  erroneous  <;cncept'ons. 

"  Rex  julliciario  HiberniaeValutem.  Monftravit  nobis  Mamorch 
**  O'Ferthierum  Sc  Rotherlcus  frater  ejus,  quod  anteceffores  fai,  Sc 
"  ipfii  (licet  Hibernenfes)  femper  tamen  firmiter  fuerunt  ad  %lem  & 
"  krvitium  noftrum  ^  predeceiTorum  noftrorum  regum  Angl.  ad 
**  conqueftum  una  ciim  Anglicis  faciendum  fuper  Hibernenfes:  & 
"  ideo  vcbis  mandamus,  qubd  fi  ita  eft,  tunc  non  permittas  ipfos 
*<  M.  &  R.  repelli  quin  polfint  terras  vindicare  in  quibus  jus  habent, 
**  ficutquilibet  Anglicus,  quia  fi  ipfi  &  anteceffores  fui  fic  fe  habu- 
**  erunt  cum  Anglicis,  quamvis  Hibernenfes,    injuftum  cffet   licet 

**    HiBERNEKSES     SIKT,  »-q*Icd     EXCEPTIONE     qV A     REPELLUNTVH 

**  HiBERN,ENSEs,  a  vindicationc  terrarum  et  aliis  lepellantur. 
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intercotirfe  with  the  new  fettlers,    taught   fbme 
among  them  to  facrifice  their  national  prejudices 
to  their  intereft  and  fecurity  j  pointed  out  the  fu- 
periour   advantages  of  their  Englifti  neighbours, 
and  drove  them  to  feek  fhelter  from  their  wrongs^ 
within  the  pale  of  EngUih  law :  and  the  readinefs 
of  Henry  the  third  in  receiving  them,  directs  us 
plainly  to  the  true  caufe,  which  for.  a  long  time 
fatally  opp&fed  the  gradual  coalition  of  the  Irifh 
and  Englifh  race,  under  one  form  of  government. 
The  great  Englifh  fettlers  found  it  more  for  their 
immediate  intereft,  that  a  freecourfe  Ihould  be 
left  to  their  oppreffions  ;  that  many  of  thofe  whofe 
lands  they  coveted  fhould  be  confidered  as  aliens; 
that  they  fhould  be  furnifhed  for  their  petty  wars 
by  arbitrary  exadions  j    and  in  their  rapines  and 
mafTacres  be  freed  from  the  terrours  of  a  rigidly 
impartial  and  fevere  tribunal.     They  had  the  op- 
portunity of  making  fuch  reprefentations  as  they 
pleafed,  to  the  court  of  England,    and  fuch  de- 
fcriptions   of  the  temper  and  difpofitions  of  the 
Irifh,    as  might  ferve  their  own  purpofes  moft 
efFedtually.     Thofe  few,  who  forced  their  way  to 
the  throne  in  fearch  of  protedtion,  were  received 
with  fufficient  grace.     But  in  times  of  general 
turbulence  and   anarchy,  it  is  not  furprifing  that 
the  royal  grace  fliould'not  always  prove  eifedlual. 
For  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  this  dangerous 
fpirit    of  oppreffion  was  peculiar  to  the   barons 
feated  in  Ireland.     They  but  fhared  in  the  vices 
of  the  times,-and  followed  the  pernicious  example 
of  their  brethren  in  England,  who  defpifed   and 
infulted  the  weaknefs  of  the  throne,  oppofed  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  and  by  the  public  conten- 
tions ahd  diforders  degenerated  gradually  into  a 

^       band 
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band  of  outrageous  plunderers,  ravaging  each 
other,  aod  tyrannizing  ove^  their  inferiour^,  in  all 
the  meannefs  of  defpotip  infolence. 

To  reprels  tlie  violences  of  his  barons  in  Ire* 
lu^  forne  feeble  efforts  were  made  by  Henry,  by 
^ding  a  fuccefiion  of  Engliihmen  to  the  govera* 
meat,  unconnc<Stcd  with  the  powerful  fettlcrs, 
without  partialities  or  private  views,  but  add^fted 
foiely  to  dhe  fervice  of  their  matter^.  We  find  the 
names  of  Alan  de  la  Zouch,  Stephen  Longefpee, 
William  Den,  Richard  de  Capdla,  David  Baj'ry, 
Robert  de  Ufibrd,  Richard  de  Exeter,  James 
Audley,  all  entrufled  with  the  adminiflration  of 
government  in  this  kingdom,  and  fucceedingeach 
other  at  fuch  fhort  intervals  as  plainly  indicate  dif- 
tra<lWon  in  Englifli  councils,  as  well  as  an  irregular 
and  diibrdered  ftate  of  things  in  Ireland.  But  in 
the  year  1253,  a  meafure  was  purfued  which  might 
have  been  attended  with  important  cpnfequences, 
had  England  been  more  compofed,  or  the  advan- 
tages of  a  r^^ular  and  peaceable  eftablifliment  of 
Ireland,  juftly  and  diflindlly  confidered"^.  On  the 
the  marriage  of  the  gallant  prince  Edward  with 
the  Infanta  of  Spain,  the  king  veiled  hicn,  among 
other  territories,  with  the  whole  land  of  Ireland 
(except  the  cities  of  Dublin  and  Limerick",  with 
their  counties,  the  town  of  Athlone,  and  fomc 
ioferiour  diftrids  lat^y  granted  or  -promifed  ;  ex- 
cepting alfo  the  lands  of  the  churcbi  and  cuftody 
of  vacant  churches)  to  be  held  by  him  and  his 
heirs  :  provided  that  the  lands  thus  granted  fliould 
not  be  feparated  from  the  crown,  but  remain  for 

ever 

T  Hanmer.  y  Mattt.  Par.  v  Rymen 
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oyer  to  the  *  kings  of  England,  and  held  by  a 
cfelegated  authority''.  The  cities  and  counties  ' 
referved  in  this  firft  grant  were  by  a  fubfequent 
deed  ceded  to  the  prince,  together  with  the  debts 
and  arrears  due  to  the  crown,  and  the  iflues  and 
levenues  of  all  the  lands,  except  thofe  arifing  from 
the  vacancies  of  cathedrals,  crofles,  and  abbies  : 
and  the  whole  grant  at  firft  executed  in  Gafcony% 
was  afterwards  duly  ratified  and  confirmed  under 
the  great  fcal  of  England.  So  that  the  lands,  pof- 
fcffed  or  ciain^ed  by  the  king's  fubje<fts  in  Ireland, 
were  now  called  the  lands  of  lord  Edward,  the 
officers  and  minifters  of  government  were  ftiled  the 
officers  of  Edward  lord  of  Ireland,  and  the  writs 
ran  in  this  prince's  name^. 

Some  time  after  thefe  grants*,  Edward  was 
diredled  by  his  father  to  entruft  the  province  of 
Gafcony  to  his  officers,  and  to  repair  to  his  Irifh 
government,  for  the  more  effcflual  reformation  and 
iettlement  of  the  ftate.  And  happy  had  it  been,  if 
a  young  prince  of  fuch  diftinguifhed  abilities  had 
redly  aflumed  the  reins  of  government  in  Ireland, 
and  exerted  himfelf  eflfeftually  in  the  reformation 
and  fettlement  of  this  kingdom.  But  the  diforders 
and  misfortunes  of  his  father's  reign  found  fuffi- 
cient  employment  for  his  a<5live  fpirit.  So  that  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  were  conduded  by  deputies,  with- 
out fufficient  force  or  fupport :  and  every  aft  of  the 
prince's  government  was  watched  narrowly  by  thofe 
who  ruled  in  the  king's  name,  and  were  alarmed  at 
the  Ipifit  of  his  fon^.  They  foflfetimes  fupcrfeded 

•  his 

•  Such  arc  the  very  words  of  the  charter.—"  Ita  tamen  quod  prae- 
*'  didas  terr«  &  caftra  omnia  nunquam  feparentur  a  corona,  fed 
**  integre  remaneant  rbgibvs  Anglix  in  perpetuum." 

o.  Rymcr.       t  Jlymer  ex  Camer.  Scac.  v  Davys.         * 
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his  writs  as  irregular  and  illegal  "^ :  fdmetimes, 
commanded  that  his  officers  and  wardens  of  caftles 
ihould  not  be  admitted  or  bbeyed>  without  the 
king's  letters  patent ;  controuled  him  in  his  at- 
tempt to  appoint  a  deputy ;  and  commanded  de  la 
Zouch,  to  acknowledge  no  fuperiour  but  the  king, 
nor  to  refign  his  authority  without  the  royal  man- 
date. In  the  latter  and  more  compofbd.  part  of 
this  reign,  when  Edward  might  have  influenced 
the  affairs  of  Ireland  mofl  eflentially  even  by^  his 
prefence*  the  paflion  for  crufadcs,  at  thiS  time  the 
favourite  objed:  of  the  noble  and  the  brave,  drove 
him  into  the  Eaft,  where  he  endangered  his  life 
in  a  romantic  purfuit  of  honour,  inftead  of  ac- 
quiring the  real  and  folid  honour  of  civilizing,  and 
rcfcuing  a  difordered  people  from  the  bitternefs  of 
opprellion  and  intciline  tumult. 

Ireland,  in  the  mean  time,  felt  all  the  me- 
lancholly  eifedts  of  a  feeble  government,  an  afpiring 
nobility,  laws  fufpended  and  controuled,  faftions 
engendered  by  pride  and  oppreffion,  the  anarchy 
of  the  old  natives,  the  injuftice  of  the  new  fetriers, 
local  feuds, and  barbarous  maflacres*^.  Brian  O'Nial 
of  Tir-owen,  who  with  his  principality  inherited 
an  inveterate  averfion  to  Englifti  government,  rofe 
up  in  arms,  compelled  fome  neighbouring  chiefs  to 
join  his  ftandard,  and  fpread  confulion  through 
all  the  North.  Stephen  Longefpee  was  called  out 
to  oppofe  him,  and,  notwithffcanding  fome  advan- 
tage gained  in  the  field,-  would  have  found ^ it 
difficult  to  fupprefifcthis  infurredion,  had  not  the 
Irifh  prince  fallen  by  the  treachery  of  his  own 
people.  In  the  South,  th^eraldines  had  for  fome 
time  kept  the  flate  of  an    independent  iept,^  fup- 

porting 
•  K  Prynn.  Brady.  t  Ann.  Innisf.  MSS. 
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porting  themfelves,  fince  tl^e  removal  of  Maurice 
Fitz-Gerald  from  the  governme»t,  by  their  own 
power,  and  making  war  and  peace  by  their  own 
authority^.  They  had  mortified  the  Defmonians 
by  their  encreafing  confequence,  and  provoked 
them  by  their  feverities.  But  the  fierce  and  warlike 
race  of  Mac-Arthy,  encouraged  by  the  death  of 
Maurice,  fuddenly  took  arms,  and  threateijied  his 
family  with  the  moft  defperate  vengeance.  Each 
party  wa§  eager  to  take  the  field,  where  a  defperate 
engagement  was  at  length  finally  decided  ip  favour 
#f  the  Irifh,  who  purfued  their  advantage  with  all 
the  rage  of  implacable  anomifity*^.  Thomas  Fitz- 
Gerald  and  his  fon,  eighteen  barons,  fifteen 
knights,  and  many  of  inferiour  note  were  flain 
on  the  part  of  the  Geraldines ; '  who  thus  loft 
their  power,  and  for  fome  time  lived  in  perpetual 
tcrrour  of  the  Irifh  fept. 

In  this  conteft,  the  Mac-Arthys  affeded  only 
to  defend  their  rights  againft  the  invafion  of  a 
neighbouring  clan,  and  were  fo  far  from  openly ' 
declaring  againft  the  Englifli  government,  that  at 
the  very  time  of  their  greateft  fuccefs°,  a  new 
deputy  landed  on  their  coaft,  was  received  with 
the  reverence  due  to  his  commiflion,  and  pafled 
unmolefted  to  the  feat  of  government.  The  con- 
querours  proceeded  to  demolifli  the  caftles  erefted 
by  their  rivals ;  and  elated  with  fuccefs,  turned 
their  arm^ againft  fome  Irifti  fepts  who  had  provo- 
ked their  refentment.  Walter  de  Burgho  was  fooa 
involved  in  thefe  petty  quarrels  which  interfered 
with  the  pretenfions  of  his  family,  or  promifed 
to  give  them  pofieffion  of  fome  diftridts^ which  he 
claimed  or  coveted.  He  marched  againft  the 
*  Mac-Arthys, 

A  Ibid,     T  Hanmer.      d  Ann.  Innisf.  MSS,     k  Ann.  Innisf.  MSS. 
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JMac- Arthys,  flew  their  leader,  ravaged  their  coun- 
try*^, and  obligdi  them  to  give  hoftages  for  the 
perfotmance  of  fuch  fcvere  conditions  as  he  was 
pleafcd  to  impofe.  The  Geraldines  feized  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  reduction  of  their  enen?iies,  revived 
their  old  claims,  aflbmed  their  former  port ;  but 
loon  found  they  had  a  new  and  powerful  adverfary 
to  encounter.  De  Burgho,  whofe  obje<ft  was  the 
fame  with  theirs,  and  who  fought  for  the  aggran- 
dizement of  his  family,  deemed  both  his  honour 
and  his  tntereft  concerned  in  quelling  tbefe  afpiring 
rivals.  Their  feuds  were  violent  and  bloody,  and 
for  a  long  time  continued  to  fpread  diftraftion  and 
calamity,  to  the  utter  difgracc  of  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment. The  deputy  attempted  to  interpofe  his 
authority ''rwhen  Fitz-Maurice  and  Fitz-Thomas, 
heads  of  the  Geraldine  fad:ion,  fufpedting  him  of 
tdo  great  partiality  to  their  antagonift,  proceeded  to 
an  adl  of  violence  which  even  the  Mac-Arthys  had 
fcrupled  to  commit ;  feized  his  perfon  at  a  con- 
ference, and  fent  him  with  Richard  de  Burgho, 
fon  of  Walter,  and  fome  other  lords,  prifoners  to 
one  of  their  caftles. 

Such  an  outrageous  defiance  of  authority  raifed 
a  juft  and  ^general  alarm.  The  enemies  of  the 
Geraldines  ^in  particular  inveighed  loudly  againft 
their  dangerous  infolence.  An  aflcmbly  was  con- 
vened at  Kilkenny  to  confider  of  the  remedies  to 
be  applied  to  the  diforders  of  the  kin^om ;  and 
at  their  requifition,  the  imprifoned  nobles  were  fet 
at  liberty^.  Henry,  who  received  the  moft  afFedling 
reprefentations  of  thefe  exceflcs*",  could  interpofc 
no  farther  than  by  writing  to  the  rival  lords,  and 
commanding  them  to  fufpend   their  aniqj^ofities, 

and 
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and  to  preferveihe  public  peace.  Barry,  an  aaive 
deputy,  feized  the  caftles  of  the  Geraldines,  and 
employed  the  forces  of  the  ftate  in  confining  them 
within  fuch  bounds  as  might  prevent  all  danger 
and  diiturbance  :  while  de  Burgho,  more  the  objeft 
of  royal  favour,  w^as  fo  elated  as  to  make  the  moft 
cxtenfive  deinands  upon  the  territories  of  Con- 
naught,  and  bid  defiance  to  all  the  rights  and 
properties  referved  by  the  native  chiefs.-  JEth 
O'Connor,  fucceflbr  of  Fedlim*',  rofe  up  againft 
his  encroachments ;  vv^hich  was  reprefented  as  an 
open  and  audacious  rebellion  againft  his  liege-lord 
king  Henry.  Walter  marched  againft  him>  but 
had  the  mortification  to  receive  a  fignal  defeat : 
nor  did  he  long  furvive  this  difgrace. 

The  example  of  thefe  great  rival  lords  was  na- 
turally followed  by  their  iriimediate  inferiours^. 
Claims,  pretenfions,  and  contefts  multiplied  with- 
out number :  and  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom 
were  filled  with  petty  feuds,  the  refult  of  avarice 
and  pride.  Dearth  and  difeafe  were  the  inevitable 
confequences  of  fuch  extenfive  confufion,  which, 
eiicreafed  by  feafons  remarkably  fevere  and  tem- 
peftuous,  aggravated  the  misfortunes  of  the  king- 
dom, without  fufpending  thofe  animofities  which 
produced  fuch  malignant  eflfcds. 

To  heighten  the  calamities  of  this  dreary  period 
yet  further,  the  fevereft  exa<5ions  were  made  on 
Ireland,  both  by  the  king,  in  his  real  or  pretended 
neceflities,  and  by  the  pope,  in  profecution  of  his 
fchemes  either  of  avarice  or  ambition.  In  the  year 
1226^,  a  fifteenth  of  all  cathedral  churches  and 

Vol.  I.  T  religious 

N  Ann.  Innisf.  MSS.  Hanmer.  y  Ann.  Innisf.  MSS. 

A  Prynn,  Pat.  11  Hcn.UI.    .  .   ooal(> 

Digitized  by  VjOOvIC 


274      HISTORY    OF    IRELAND,     ku. 

religious  houfcs,  and  a  fixtecnth  of  all  other  eccle- 
^aftical  revenues,  were  demanded  by  the  king, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  pope.  His  quarrels 
with  the  Scots *",  with  the^Welfh,  with  France, 
with  the  king  of  Caftile,  were  all  made  the  oc- 
cafions  of  large  demands  both  on  the  clergy  and 
laity.  But  thofe  of  the  fee  of  Rome  were  ftill 
more  grievous  and  oppreflive  :  in  England  they 
were  odious  ;  in  Ireland,  utterly  intolerable^. 
Here,  the  wretched  laity  were  ftripped  even  of 
their  very  neceflaries,  the  churches  of  all  their 
ornaments,  to  fupply  the  rapacious  demands  of 
legates  and  nuncios.  The  king,  however  follcitous 
to  fecure  the  favour  and  fupport  of  Rome,  and  of 
confequence  difpofed  to  countenance  thofe  exacti- 
ons, yet  fometimes  found  it  neceflary  to  yield  to 
the  general  clamour,  and  to  controul  them  not 
only  in  England  but  in  Ireland^.  Legates  were 
fometimes  refufed  admittance  into  Ireland  without 
the  royal  licence.  They  pleaded  the  neceflity  of 
repairing  thither,  to  confer  abfolution  on  thofe 
who  in  the  public  commotions  had  laid  violent 
handaupon  the  cl^ergy  ^  a  fpiritual  power  not  to  be 
entrufted  but  to  the  immediate  delegates  of  the 
fovereign  pontiffs.  The  pretence  could  not  be 
abfolutely  rejeded  in  thefe  times  of  fupcrftition ; 
but  ftrid:  injund:ions  were  fent  to  government, 
that  the  legantine  authority  ftiould  be  confined  to 
this  fingle  objeft ;  fo  that  thefe  minifters  of  op- 
preffion  were  obliged  to  recur  to  private  and  clan- 
deftine  management,  when  the  rapacious  demand 
could  not  be  openly  avowed. 


With 
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With  the  fame  effrontery  as  In  England,  at- 
tempts were  made  to  overfpread  the  kingdom  with 
Italian  ecclefiaftics*  The  boldeft  remonftrances 
were  made  to  the  king  againft  this  fcandalous 
abufe^,  of  invefting  proud  and  luxurious  foreigners 
with  the  dignities  and  revenues  of  the  Irifti  church, 
who  contemptuoufly  refufed  to  engage  in  the 
duties  of  their  function,  or  to  refide  in  the  country 
which  they  pillaged  by  their  extortions.  The 
complaint  appeared  fo  juft  and  urgent,  that  the 
king,  who  had  fcarcely  power  to  maintain  a  regu- 
lar government  in  Ireland,  much  lefs  to  fupport 
meafures  univerfally  obnoxious,  was  obliged  to 
interpofe  his  authority,  and  by  letter  to  his  chief 
governour,  direded  that  the  pope's  agents  (hould 
not  only  be  prevented  from  extorting  money  from 
the  ecclefiaftics,  but  from  making  fuch  fbameful 
difpofitions  of  their  benefices.^  But  the  clergy  had 
not  only  the  partialities  of  the  pope,  but  thofe  of 
Henry  himfelf  to  contend  with.  The  negh 
the  worthlefs,  or  the  depreffed,  among  their 
lifli  brethren,  fought  refuge  in  the  churc 
Ireland,  to  the  utter  mortification  and  difcc 
of  the  whole  body  of  ecclefiaftics,  both  of  the 
and  the  Englifli  race,  who  regarded  them  as  aliens, 
and  deemed  the  invafion  of  what  they  called  their 
own  rights  equally  opprefllve,  whether  Italy  or 
England  furnifhed  this  feries  of  emigrants.  Though 
forced  to  fubmit  to  the  royal  authority,  ftrength- 
ened  by  that  of  the  pope,  they  yet  determined  to 
exert  all  the  power  they  had  left,  againft  the  inva- 
fions    of  thefe  ftrange  clergy*.     By  a  bold  and 

T  2  violent 

T  CI.  29  Hen.  m. 

•  The  Irifti  ciergy  were  poffeffed  with  exalted  ideas  of  the  dignity^ 
and  glory  of  their  own  church.     They  triumphed  in  their  long  cata- 
logtxe  of  £unt8,  aad  the  legendary  kiftories  of  their  piety,  purity^ 
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violent  ordinance,  it  was  agreed,  that  no  man  of 
the  Englifh  nation  ftiould  be  admitted  or  received 
into  a  canonicatc  in  any  one  of  the  Irifti  churches^: 
nor  could  the  king  reprefs  this  fpirit  but  by  appli* 
cation  to  the  pope  ;  who,  in  his  bull  addrefled  to 
the  prelates  and  chapters  of  Ireland^  represents 
their  ordinance  as  the  effedi:  of  envy  and  unchriflian 

partiality, 

rigid  difciplifiey  and  iKipendous  miracles  <  and  affeded  to  fcorn  thefe 
new  intruders,  and  to  dread  their  contamination.  To  fwell  this 
f^iritual  pride,  Laurente  O'Toole,  their  famous  archbiihop  of  Dublin, 
bad  been  fome  time  iince  canonized  by  pope  Honmus.  But  what 
were  the  manners,  at  leaft  of  feme  among  them,  and  how  danger^ 
ouily  they  had  been  infefied  by  the  popular  vices  of  thefe  unhappy 
times,  we  learn  from  the  following  curious  petition  of  a  widow,  in 
Ihe  reign  of  Edward  the  firft.     Vid.  Prynn,  vol.  iii.  p.  243. 

**  Margaret  le  Klunde,  of  Cafhel,  petitions  our  lord  the  king's 
**  grace,  that  ihe  ttiay  have  her  inheritance  which  fhe  recovered  at 
**  Clonmell  before  the  king's  judges.  Sec.  againft  David  Macmack* 
«*  erwayt  bilhop  of  Cafhel. 

*'  Item,  the  laid  Margaret  petitions  redrefs  on  account  that  her 
^  father  was  killed  by  the  faid  bifhop. 

*<  Item,  for  the  imprifonment  of  her  grandfather  and  mother,  whom 
*'*  he  fhut  up  and  detained  in  prifon  until  they  perifhed  by  famine, 
**  becaufe  they  attempted  to  (eek  redrefs  for  th«  death  of  their  fon, 
*'  father  of  your  petitioner,  who  had  been  killed  by  the  faid  bifhop. 
**  Item,  for  the  death  of  her  fix  brothers  and  fiflers,  who  were  flarvcd 
**  to  death  by  the  faid  bifhop,'  becaufe  he  had  their  inheritance  in  his 
**  hands  at  the  time  he  killed  their  father. 

**  And  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  faid  bifhop  had  built  an  abbey  in 
**  the  city  of  Caihel,  on  the  king's  lands  granted  for  this  purpofe, 
<^  which  he  hath  filled  with  robbers,  who  murder  the  Englifh,  and 
**  depopulate  the  country;  and  that  when  the  council  of  our  lord 
**  the  king  attempts  to  take  cognizance  of  the  offence,  he  fulminates 
<^  the  fentence  of  excommunication  again  ft  them. 

'<  It  is  to  be  noted  alfo,  that  the  aforefaid  Margaret  has  five  times 
**  crofTed  the  Irifh  fea.  Wherefore  fhe  petitions  for  God's  fake,  that 
*'  the  king's  grace  will  have  companion,  and  that  fhe  may  be  per- 
*<  mitted  to  take  pofTeffion  of  her  inheritance. 

**  It  is  further  to  be  noted,  that  the  aforefaid  bifhop  hath  ,been 
**  guilty  of  the  death  tf  many  other  Englifhmen  befides  that  of  her 
"  fother. 

*^  And  that  the  aforefaid  Margaret  hath  many  times  obtained 
**  writs  of  our  lord  the  king,  but  to  no  efiFed,  by  reafon  of  the 
"  influence  and  bribery  of  the  faid  bifhop. 

"  She  further  petitions,  for  God's  fake,  that  fhe  may  have  cofls 
**  and  damages,  &c." 

What  a  prelate  was  this,  even  fuppofing  the  allegations  aggravated ! 
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partiality,  and  a  defign  to  eftablifh  hereditary  right 
in  God's  faniftuary^  commanding  that  it  ihould 
be  formally  rcfcinded,  within  the  fpaee  of  one 
month,  and  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  threatejning  to 
rcfcind  it  by  the  plenitude  of  his  authority,  and  to 
commiffion  the  prelates  of  Dublin  and  Oflbry  to 
declare  it,  in  his  name,  abfoluteJy  null  and  void. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  inftanee  in  which  the  daring^ 
ipirit  of  thefe  ecclcfiaftics  was  experienced.     Inde^ 
fatigable  in  their  encroachments  on  the  civil  power, 
and  zealous  in  their  attempts  to  extend  the  jurif- 
didion   of  their  courts,  they  were  ever   feeking 
occafions  of  difpute   and  litigation,   and   artfully 
contrived  to  draw  every  fuit  into  the  fphere  of  their 
own  tribunals ;  fo  that  the   king  w^s  obliged  to 
dired:  his  deputy  to  confine  them  to  the  cognizance 
of  caufes  teftamentary  or  matrimonial^.     The  cafe 
of  baftardy,  it   is  well  known,  was   in   England 
violently  agitated   in   this  reign.     Children  born 
before  wedlock,  were  by  the  common  law  adjudged 
incapable  of  inheriting,  as  illegitimate  :  the  canon 
law  pronounced   them  legitimate  and  legal  inhe- 
ritors ;  and  of   confequence,  when  the   fpiritual 
courts  were  direded  by  writ  to  try  the  legitimacy 
of  any  fuitor,  their  fentence  was  conformable  to 
the  canon  law,  in  diredl  oppofition  to  that  of  the 
rcalm"^.     The  civil  courts  were  thus  obliged  to 
change  the  nature  of  their  writs,  and  confined  tho 
clergy  to  an  enquiry  into  the  fimple  fadt,  whether 
the  party  had  been  born  before  or  after  wedlock. 
The  prelates   complained  of  the  innovation,  and; 
demanded  in  a  parliament   held  at  Merton,,  that 
the  common  law  fliould  be  reduced  to  a  conformity 
with  the  canon".     The  anfwer  they  received  is 

famous  ^ 
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famous  :  Nolumus  leges  Anglia  mutari :  fuch  was 
the  fpirited  dccifion  of  the  Englifti  nobility.  The 
fame  conteft  fubfifted  in  Ireland,  and  an  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  king  s  couxts  in  England, 
to  decide  on  this  point,  as  well  as  on  fome  others 
involved  in  it,  where  the  real  nature  and  purport 
of  the  common  law  were  not  clearly  defined.  The 
flatute  of  Merton  was  therefore  tranfmitted  into 
Ireland  for  the  direction  of  the  king's  fubjefts,  and 
the  regulation  of  their  judicial  proceedings  in  this 
kingdom. 

The  very  exaftions  made  on  the  Irifli  clergy 
were  the  means  of  encreafing  their  turbulence  and 
prefumption.  In  return  for  the  fums  extorted  from 
them,  the  king  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  profefs 
the  utmoft  zeal  for  the  defence  of  their  rights  and 
liberties*^.  The  civil  power  was  direded  to  give 
the  fame  fupport  to  their  fentence  of  excommuni- 
cation as  the  law  allowed  to  the  clergy  of  England  : 
and  this  inftrument  of  ecclefiaftical  vengeance  was 
levelled  without  mercy  againft  all  who  prefumed 
to  difpute  their  authoi;-ity  or  oppofe  their  preten- 
fions".  In  imitation  of  their  brethren  in  England, 
they  excommunicated  the    moft  ^dignified  perfo- 

nages 

G  CI.  II  H.  III.  H  Rymer  ex  Autog.  A.  1232. 

•  Stephen  Longefpce  the  king's  own  natural  brother,  was  excom- 
municated with  all  his  train,  by  the  archbiihop  of  Dublin,  as  appears 
by  a  clofe  roll  of  ^6th  -of  this  reign.  But  BJanmer,  and  other  writers, 
have  recorded  an  mftance  ftill  more  extraordinary,  of  the  infolence 
of  a  bilhop  of  Ferns,  who  excommunicated  the  great  eaH  of  Pembroke, 
on  the  pretence  that  he  had  difleized  his  church  of  two  manors.  On 
the  death  of  this  earl,  the  biihop  appeared  before  the  king  and 
claimed  thefe  manors.  Henry  ordered  him  to  pronounce  fentence  of 
a^folution  at  the  earl's  tomb.  The  bilhop  attended  him  thither,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  the  king  had  the  infolence  to  pronounce  with  an 
aifeded  dignity  and  folemnity  :  "  O  William,  thou  that  here  lieft 
*'  wrai^cd  in  the  bonds   of  excommunication,    if  what   thou  haft 

«*  injuriouiiy 
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Bages  of  the  kingdom  the  mbment  they  prefumcd 
to  difputc  the  litigious  claims  of  the  church ;  {o 
that  the  pope  was  obliged  to  interpofc,  and  con- 
troul  this  inoi:dinate  abufe  of  fpiritual  authority. 
As  the  oppreffions  they  endured,  drove  them  to 
make  reprifals  on  the  laity,  extravagant  impofitions 
were  exaded  under  the  name^f  oblations  of  the 
faithful,  'the  magillrates  and  citizens  of  Dublin 
prefumed  to  interfere  on  this  occafion,  and  to  cir- 
cumfcribe  the  revenues  of  their  cathedral''.  The 
archbifhop  inftantly  fulminated  a  folemn  excom- 
munication againft  thefe  facrilegious  invaders  of 
his  church,  and  laid  the  whole  city  under  an  inter- 
did.  Cardinal  Ottobon  was  at  hand  to  confirm 
the  tremendous  Sentence.  The  citizens  remon- 
ftrated ;  and  the  caufe  received  a  formal  hearing 
before  the  lord-deputy  (UfFord)  and  the  council. 
But  here  the  clergy  proved  triumphant ;  and  the 
citizens  were  reduced, to  a  compofition,  ridiculdufly 
abjed  and  mortifying".  It  was  agreed  that,  in 
cafes  of  any  open  and"  notorious  offence,  (in  which 
no  doubt,  was  included  the  offence  of  oppofition 
to  the  clerical  power  or  interefl)  a  commutation, 
for  the  firft  time,  fhould  be  made  in  money :  that, 
in  the  fecond  inflance,  the  offenders  fhould  be 
cudgelled  round  the  church :  in  the  third,  that 
the  fame  difcipline  fhould  bejepeated  publicly  at 
the  head  of  a  proceflion  ;  and  that,  in  cafe  of  fur- 
ther 


"  iniurioufly  taken  away  be  reftored  by  the  king,  or  thy  heir,  or  thy 
**  friends,  with  cempetent  fatisfaftion,  1  abfolve  thee.  Othcrwifc, 
"  I  ratify  the  fentence,  that,  being  wrapped  in  thy  fins,  thou  mayeft 
"  remain  damned  in  hell  for  ever.*'  As  tie  heir  would  not  give  up 
the  manors  in  difpute,  the  bifhop  confirmed  his  curfe,  And  the  fu- 
perftitious  vulgar  were  taught  to  believe,  that  the  earl  and  his  four 
brethren  died  without  iflue,  by  the  immediate  fentence  of  Heaven,  in 
confirmation  of    that  pronounced  by  its  minifter. 

/ .  .  :«  R^.  vocat.  Crede  Mihi.  h  Ibid.,  ^ 
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ther  obftInacy»  they  fhould  be  either  disfranchifed, 
or  cudgelled  through  the  city. — Such  were  the 
citizens*  whom  a  Jung  of  England  thought  it 
neceflary  to  pacify  by  an  apology  for  his  conduS;, 
and  a  promife  of  redrefs  of  grievan(:es  ( 
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CHAP.        IL 

Acceffion    of  Edward  the  Jirjl — Maurice    Fitz^ 
Maurice  bis  Irijh  deputy. — Is  betrayed  and  taken 
prifoner. — Glenvill  his  fuccejfor  defeated. — Vlfer 
infefted  by  the  Scots. — Conte/i  between  the  Ge^  * 
raldines   and  O'Brien. — Dijirefs  of  the  GeraU 
dines. — Edward  provoked  at  the  diforders  of  Ire- 
land.— Irijh  petition  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefits 
ofEngliJh  law. — Favour  able  anfwer  of  the  king.--^ 
The  petition  defeated. — Second  application  equally 
unfuccefsfuL-^  InfurreBions. — -Feuds  of  the  Eng-- 
fi/h   lords ^-'^Edward  applies   to  the  fubjeSls   of 
Ireland  for  fubfidies. — Refufed  by  the  clergy. — 
Granted  by   the  laity. — ExpeBations  from  the 
adminiflration  of  de  Vefcey. — He  quarrels  with 
the    baron    of  Ophally. — Refigns    his   lands.--^ 
Parliament  of  Sir  John  Wogan. — Its  ftatutes. — 
Feuds  of  the  Englijh  lords  compofed. — Edwards 
exaSlions  in  Ireland. — Fitz-Thomas  of  Ophally  * 
attends  the  kings  fervice  in  Flanders. — Earl  of 
Vlfter  embarks  for  the  Scottijh  war — EffeBs  of 
their  abfence  from  Ireland. 

WE  are  not  to  cxpedl  that  the  ftate  of  Ire- 
land*' (hould  appear  cflentially  improved 
by  the  acceiflion  of  Edward  the  firft  to  the  throne 
of  England.  Though  the  high  office  he  had  en- 
joyed of  lord  of  Ireland  gave  him  opportunities 
of  knowing  its  various  grievances  and  diforders, 
and  though  he  had  difcernment  and  abilities  to 
apply  the  moft  efFciaual  remedies,  yet  both  the 
political  and  military  talents  of  this  renowned 
prince  found  fufficient  employment  in   regulating 

and 
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and  improving  the  difordcred  ftate  of  England,  in 
reducing  Wales,  in  contending  widi  the  Scots, 
and  in  the  other  occupations  of  his  adive  and 
diftinguiflied  reign. 

The  adminiftration  of  Irifh  government''  had 
fome  time  before  the  death  of  Henry  been  com- 
mitted to  Maurice  Fitz-Maurice ;  who  feems  to 
have  been  appointed  by  the  council  upon  the  fudden 
death  of  Audley  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe.  On  the 
demife  of  Henry,  he  received  a  letter  in  the  name 
of  his  fucceflbr,  notifying  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne"^,  ftriftly  enjoining  that  the  king's  peace 
fhoiild  be  maintained  and  preferved  through  the 
land  of  Ireland,  and  declaring  that  the  rights  and 
properties  of  his  fubjedls  in  this  kingdom  (hould 
be  defended  ^by  the  throne,  againft  injurious  at- 
tempts of  every  kind.  At  the  fame  time,  it  was 
enjoined  that  the  nobility,  knights,  and  free  te- 
nants, fliould  take  the  ufual  oaths  to  their  new 
fovereign.  But  fuch  formal  adts  of  government 
<  had  fo  little  tendency  to  controul  or  terrify  the 
difaffefted,  that  Maurice  was  immediately  obliged 
to  march  againft  fome  infurgents  who  had  deftroyed 
feveral  caftles,'  and  pierced  leven  into  the  moft 
flourifhing  j!arts  of  Leinfter.  And  fo  well  fup- 
ported  were  the  invfiders,  and  fuch  was  the  weak- 
ncfs  of  the  governour,  that  his  own  follow«^ 
betrayed  him  to  the  enemy.  With  an  infolence 
of  which  he  had  himfelf  fet  the  example,  he  w^ 
feized  in  Ophally,  and  committed  to  prifon  :  nor 
had  his  fucceflbr  Glenvill,  who  had  married  a 
daughter  of  Walter  de  Lacey,  much  better  fuc- 
cefs".  The  very  feat  of  gov€rnn>ent' was  infulted, 
and  in  his   attempts  to  fupprefs  fuch  audacioas 

inroads, 
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inroads,  he  had  the  mortification  to  receive  a  fignal 
defeat".  Ulfter  in  the  mean  time,  was  at  once 
embroiled  in  civil' diflentions,  and  infefted  by  ma- 
rauders from  the  Scottifli  ifles,  who  carried  on  their 
depredations  with  impunity,  while  petty  fadions, 
compofed  both-  of  Englifti  and  Irifli,  purfucd 
their  private  fchemes  of  intereft  and  revenge,  and 
bad  defiance  to  all  legal  authority.  Maurice  Fitz- 
Maurice^  when  releafed  from  his  confinement, 
retired  to  his  owa  lands,  only  to  raife  new  com-, 
motions.  Uniting  with  the  lord  Theobald  Butler, 
he  made  a  private  war  upon  the  Irifh  of  Munftei*, 
and  forced  the  O'Briens,  who  had  of  late  difco- 
vered  a  pacific  difpofition,  to  take  up  arms  againfl: 
the  invafions  of  a  turbulent  and  ambitious  neigh- 
bour. 

TiiE  power  of  the  Gcraldines^  had  been  con* 
fiderably  encreafed  by  the  marriage  of  Juliana, 
daughter  of  Maurice,  with  Thomas  de  Clare,  fon 
of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  a  young  lord  of  martial 
fpirit,  to  whom  Edward  granted  confiderable  lands 
in  Thomond,  and  who  now  led  a  powerful  train 
of  followers  into  Ireland  to  fupport  his  claim. 
Such  grants,  precipitately  made,  obtained  by  falfe 
fuggeftions  or  unreafonable  folicitations,  provoked 
the  pride,  and  fometimes  the  juft  refentment  of 
the  natives,  who  were  thus  harraiTcd  and  hunted 
from  every  quarter  of  the  land^.  The  O'Briens 
exclaimed  loudly  againft  the  encroachments  of  this 
new  colony  :  the  young  Englifli  lord  treated  their 
remonftranccs  with  difdain  ;  and  the  conteft,  as. 
ufual,  was  foon  brought  to  the  decifion  of  the 
fword.  A  fignal  defeat  fuftained  by  the  Irifli,  in 
which  the  chief  of  the  O'Briens  fell  by  the  trea- 
chery 
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chcry  of  his  own  people,  as  his  countrymen  al- 
ledged,  feemed  to  promifc  the  complete  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  vidlors.  But  O'Brien  had  left  twe> 
warlike  fdns,  who  exerted  themfelves  with  the 
utmoft  vigour  to  avenge  their  father's  death,  and 
aflert  the  honour  and  intereft  of  their  fept.  The 
war,  which  was  renewed  with  double  fury,  ended 
in  the  total  overthrow  of  the  Geraldines.  Many 
of  their  braveft  knights  were  flaughtered.  De 
Clare  with  his  father-in-law  was  driven  for  ^imme- 
diate ftielter  into  an  inacceflible  mountain  ;  where 
being  blocked  up  by  the  enemy,  and  reduced  vto. 
the  fcvereft  diftrefs  of  famine,  they  were  at  length 
obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  mod  mortifying  terms: 
the  O'Briens  were  acknowledged  fovereigns  of 
Thomond ;  hoftages  were  given  as  a  fecurity  for 
the  eric,  or  fatisfadtion  demanded  for  the  death 
of  their  late  chieftain,  according  to  the  Irifh 
cuftom  ;  and  the  caftle  of  Rofcommon,  lately  built 
^nd  ftrongly  fortified,  and  which  the  Geraldines. 
held  in  cuftody  for  the  king,  wa$  furrendcrcd  to^ 
the  vidtorious  enemy* 

De  Clare,  who  had  now  no  refource  but  in^ 
the  royal  authority,  fent  the  moft  pathetic  repre- 
fentations  to  the  king,  of  his  diftrefs  and  fuppofed 
injuries'^.  Edward  had  lately  tranfmitted  his  man- 
date to  the  prelates  of  Ireland,  to  interpofe  their 
fpiritual  authority  for  allaying  and  compofing  the 
public  diforders  :  and  now,  the  news  of  civil  war 
in  Munfter  was  followed  by  the  moft  alarming 
accounts  of  infurredlions  in  Connaught,  and  the 
flaughter  of  the  Irifti  prince  of  this  province  by  a 
rival  chieftain.  Provoked  by  thefe  multiplied 
vexations,  he  paflionately  recalled  the  chief  go-.- 

vernour, 
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vernour,  UfFord,  into  England  "^ ;  who,  leaving 
the  adminiftration  in  the  hands  of  Fulburne,  a 
friar,  encouraged  the  difafFe<3:ed  in  Leinfter  to 
renew  their  outrages ;  and  having  readily  fatisfied 
the  king,  who  was  intent  on  more  preffing,  and 
to  him  more  important  obje<fts,  than  the  fettlement 
of  this  unhappy  kingdom,  was  remanded  to  Ire- 
land, to  reprefs  the  commotions  which  his  abfencc 
had  excited. 

In  the  midft  of  various  diforders  public  and 
private,  where  every  little  diftridt  (hared  in  the 
general  diftrefs,  and  every  individual  was  expofed 
to  danger  and  depredation,  thofe  Irifh,  who  by 
their  fituation  held  a  conftant  intercourfe  with  the 
Englifh,  who  lay  contiguous  to  the  county  lands^ 
or  whofe  fettlements  interfered  thofe  of  the  king's 
fubjcds,  found  perpetual  occafions  to  lament  the 
manifold  difadvantages  of  thofe  old  native  inftitu- 
tions  to  which  they  were  abandoned,  and  which 
rendered  their  lives  and  properties  more  precarious 
than  thdfe  of  their  Englifh  neighbours,  fo  as  to 
provoke  the  injuftice  of  their  enemies,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  were  deprived  of  the  neceiTary  de- 
fence. All  hopes  of  exterminating  the  Englifh 
were  long  fince  refigned.  The  only  rational 
purpofe,  now  to  be  purfued,  was  that  of  acqui- 
ring the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  thofe 
with  whom -they  were  thus  connected,  and  to 
change  the  ftate  of  vafTals  and  tributaries  to  the 
king  of  England,  for  the  fecurity  and  advantage 
of  Englifh  fubjedls^.  An  application  was  made  to 
Ufford  the  chief  governour,  and  eight  thoufand 
marks  offered  to  the  king,  provided  he  would 
grant  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  laws  of  England 
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to  the  whole  body  of  the  Irifli  inhabitants.  A 
petition,  wrung  from  a  people  tortured  by  the 
painful  feelings  of  oppreflion,  in  itfelf  fo  juft  and 
reafonable,  and  in  its  confequences  fo  fair  and 
promifing,  could  not  but  be  favourably  received 
by  a  prince  po0eflcd  with  exalted  ideas  of  policy 
and  government,  and,  where  ambition  did  not 
interfere,  a  friend  to  juftice.  The  anfwer  returned 
by  Edward  is  too  memorable  not  to  be  here 
inferted  at  large. 

**  Edward  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England, 
"  lord  of  Ireland,  and  duke  of  Acquitain,  to 
**  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  Robert  dc  UfFord, 
**  judiciary  of  Ireland,  greeting.  , 

**  '  I  ^HE  improvement  of  the  ftale  and  peace 
*^  X  o^  ^^^  J^^^  ^f  Ireland,  fignified  to  us  by 
'*  your  letter,  gives  us  exceeding  joy  and  pleafure. 
"  We*  entirely  commend  your  diligence  in  this 
**  matter,  hoping,  (by  the  divine  amflance)  that 
"  the  things  there  begun  fo  happily  by  you,  ihall, 
**  as  far  as  in  you  lieth,  be  ftill  further  profecuted 
**  with  the  greater  vigour  and  fuccefs. 

*'  And  whereas  the  -f*  community  of  Ireland 
**  hath  made  a  tender  to  us  of  eight  thoufand 

"  mark^, 

'  t  Whatever  general  cxpreJ5on«  the  king  might  have  been  accaf- 
tomed  to  employ,  yet  it  feems  not  only  improbable  but  impoflible 
that  the  application  could  have  been  really  made,  unanimoufly,  by . 
all  of  the  Irilh  race,  in  every  quarter  of  the  ifland.  They  had  at 
this  time  no  national  council ;  nor  did\  any  band  of  union  fubfift 
between  the  different  fepts^  Nor  could  thofe  who  had  but  their 
local  interefts  to  purfue,  and  were  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  war  with  each 
other,  be  eafily  prevailed  on,  ^  (even  if  the  propofal  could  have  beqi 
communicated)  to  enter  into^ny  amicable  conference,  or  concert  any 
meafures  for  the  general  advantage  of  all  the  unconnefted  and  dif- 
'^rdant  fepts.     Nor  did  thofe  who  lived  moft  detached  from  the 
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"  marks,  on  condition  that  we  grant  to  them  the 
"  laws  of  England  to  be  ufed  in  the  aforefaid 
"  land,  we  will  you  to  know,  that,  inafmuch  as 
"  the  laws  ufed  by  the  Irifh  are  hateful  to  God, 
"  and  repugnant  16  all  juftice,  and  having  held 
"diligent  conference  and  full  deliberation  with 
^*  our  council  on  this  matter,  it  feems  fuflBciently 
"  expedient  to  us  and  to  our  council,  to  grant  to 
"  them  the  Engliflb  laws ;  provided  always  that 
**  the  general  confent  of  our  people,  or  at  leaft 

''  of 

Englilh,  perceive  any  advantage  in  exchanging  their  old  inftitutions 
for  another  fyftem.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  with  the  utmoll  labour, 
and  difficulty,  and  the  moft  obflinate  reludance  on  their  part,  that 
the  Englifti  law  could  be  obtruded  on  them,  fome  centuries  after  the 
prefenc  period* 

The  petition,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  was  for  a  grant  of  the  Englifli 
law  to  be  ufed  in  the  land  of  Ireland.  It  is  exprefsly  called  in 
another  record,  immediately  to  be  quoted,  the  petition  of  the  Irifli 
of  that  lan^»  In  like  manner,' the  king's  deputies  are  frequently 
faid  to  be  entrufled  with  the  cuflody  of  his  land  of  Ireland ;  or  to 
undertake  the  cuftody  of  his  land.  By  this  phrafe,  I  conceive  we  are 
to  underftand  no  more  than  the  dillrid  poffeffed  by  the  Englifti  fub- 
jefts,  or  what  is  generally  called  the  English  pale.  That  this  is 
not  a  mere  conjecture,  appears  from  the  following  paffage  of  a  record 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  (Rot.  Cane.  Hib.  6  Eliz.Dorfo.)  "  Item, 
**  farafmuch  as  no  fmall  enormities  doo  grow  within  thofe  ftiires  [viz. 
."  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Kerry]  by  the  continual  recourfe  of  certain 
"  icile  men  of  lewd  demeanor  called  rymers,  bardes,  and  dice- players, 
"who,  under  pretence  of  their  travail,  doo  bringe  privy  intelligence, 
"  between  ^he  malefaftours  inhabiting  in  thofe  feveral  fliires,  as  well 
"as within  the  lande,  ^c." 

Here, //^ /^zW^  is  evidently  ufed  as  the  well-known  denomination 
of  the  diAria  called  the  Pale.  In  this  diftridl  feveral  fepts  of  Irifhry  / 
Lad  been  permitted  to  dwell,  even  from  the  time  of  Henry  the  fecondy 
who  profefled  a  peaceable  fubmiffion  to  Englifti  government,  without 
being  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  Engli£  fubjedts.  In  Wicklow, 
even  clofe  to  the  feat  of  government,  in  Ophally,  in  Leix,  and  other 
places  bordering  on  the  Englifti  fettlements,  were  many  confiderable 
chieftains  with  their  warlike  followers.  All  thpfe,  by  their  fituation, 
held  conftant  intercourfe,  had  frequ.ent  contefts  and  litigations  with 
the  king's  fubjefts.  They  every  day  experienced  tTiat  their  lives 
and  properties  were  Icfs  defenfible  than  thofe  of  their  neighbours ; 
and  that  this  inferiority  every  day  provoked  injullice  and  gppreffion. 
It  was  natural  for  them  to  defire  that  thev  all  might  be  peaceably 
united  with  thofe  around  them,  under  that  equitable  government 
which  by  this  time  was  eftabliftied  too  firmly  to  be  overthrown.     , 
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**  of  the  prelates  and  nobles  of  that  land,  well 
**  afFe^ed  to  us,  ihall  uniformly  concur  in  this 
«*  behalf.    . 

**  We  therefore  command  yftu,  that  having 
*•  entered  into  treaty  with  thefe  Irilh  people,  and 
**  examined  diligently  into  the  wills  of  our  com- 
**  monis^  prelates,  and  nobles,  well  aiFe<5led  to  us, 
•*  in  this  behalf,  and  having  agreed  between  you 
**  and  them  on  the  highcft  fine  of  money  that  you 
**  can  obtain,  to  be  paid  to  us  on  this  account,  you 
**  do,  with  the  confent  of  all,  at  leaft  of  the 
•*  greater  and  founder  part  aforefaid,  make  fuch  a 
**  compofition  with  the  faid  people,  in  the  pre- 
**  miiTes,  as  you  (hall  judge  in  your  diligence,  to 
**  be  moft  expedient  for  our  honour  and  intereft. 
**  Provided,  however,  that  thefe  people  fliould 
"  hold  in  readinefs  a -body  of  good  and  ftout 
**  footmen,  amounting  to  fuch  a  number  as  you 
**  fhall  agree  upon  with  them  for  one  turn  only, 
*^  to  repair  to  us  when  we  fhall  think  fit  to  demand 
••  them/' 

We  fee  the  jufl  and  honourable  difpofitions  of 
Edward,  notwithftanding  his  attention  to  make 
this  incident  fubfervient  to  his  affairs.  But  his 
wifdom  and  redtitude  were  fatally  counteraded, 
and  by  thofe  who  fhould  have  ran  foremofl  in  the 
profecution  of  a  meafure,  which  would  have  pre- 
vented the  calamities  of  ages,  and  which  was 
obvioufly  calculated  for  the  pacification  and  ef- 
fedlual  improvement  of  their  country.  But  it 
would  have  circumfcribed  their  rapicious  views, 
and  controuled  their  violence  and  oppreffion.  As 
the  petition  could  not  be  openly  oppofed  upon  any 

principles 
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principles  of  reafon>  juflice,  or  found  policy^ 
every  fubterfuge  was  employed,  and  every  evafion 
pracSifed  to  prevent  a  convention  of  the  king's 
barons  and  other  fubjedts  in  Ireland.  £dward  was 
ailured  that  an  immediate  compliance  with  his 
commands  was  not  poflible  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  ;  that  the  kingdom  was  in  too  great  ferment 
and  commotion  ^;  that  far  the  greater  number  of 
barons  were  difperfed  on  the  neceflary  bufinefs  of* 
the  ftate,  and  defence  of  their  own  and  of  the 
king's  lands  5  that  many  of  them  ivere  under  age 
and  in  guardianship^  fo  that  an  affembly  coiild  not 
be  formed  fufiiciently  numerous  and  refpeftable,  to 
decide  upon  a  point  fo  weighty.  And  fuch  pre- 
tences were  fufficient^  where  the  iriftocratic  faftion 
was  too  powerful,  and  the  king  too  deeply  engaged 
in  more  urgent  aiFairs*  But  the  cry  of  oppreffion 
was  not  immediately  filenced  :  the  application  of 
the  Irifli  was  renewed,  and  the  king  repeatedly  and 
urgently  folicited  to  accept  them  as  his  faithful 
fubjedts ".  *  So  that  two  years  after,  we  find 
Vol.  I.  U  him 

T  Prynn.  Amiri.  p.  2C?.  ^  n  A»  D,  1280. 

•  **  Rex,  archiepifcopis,  epiuropis,  abbatibus,  prioribus  comiti- 
**  baSt  baronibus,  militibus,  &  omnibus  Anglicis  de  terra  Hiber-  . 
**  nise,  falutem.  Ex  parte  Hibernicorum  de  terra  pr/edi^a  nobis 
**  extitit  huxniliter  fupplicatum,  quod  fibi  de  gratia  noftra  conce* 
"  dere  dignarenlur,  ut  eifdem  legibus  &  confuetudinibus  communis 
**  bus  uti  &  gaudere  pofllnt  in  terra,  quibus  Anglici  ibidem 
**  utuntnr  &  gaudent,  &  fecundum  eafdem  leges  et  confuetudines 
**  dedaci  valeant  in  futurum.  Nos  auteni,  quia  hujufmodi  conceiH- 
*'  o|iem  abfque  confcientij^  veftra  iis  ad  praefens  non  duximus  faci- 
**  eiidam,  vobis  mandamus,  quod  ad  certos  dies,  quos  ad  hoc  pro- 
**  videritis  ;  videlicet  circa  feftum  nativitatis  beatae  Mariae  Virgi- 
^'  nis  in  ali^uibus  locis  opportunis,  conveniatis,  ^.inde  diligentem 
'^  tra£Utum  inter  vos  habeatis,  utrum  fine  praejudicio  veftri  Sc  libet- 
**  tatum  &  confuetudinum  veilrarum  &  etiam  dampno  veiho  didam 
**  conceffionem  facere  poflimus  eifdem,  nee  ne :  &  de  omnibus  aliis 
*'  circumftantiis  hujufmodi  conceifionem  contingentibus,  et  de  hoc 
''  quod  inde  feceritis  nobis  citra  proximum  parliamentum  noHrum 
'^  qaod  crit  apud  Weftmonailerium  a  die  Sandi  Michaelis  in  unum 
^  "  menfcm. 
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him  fummoning  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  the  whole  body  of  Englifh  fubjeds  in  the  land 
of  Ireland,  to  aflcmble  and  deHberate  on  this 
petition,  which  he  declares  that  he  does  not  judge 
proper  to  be  granted  without  their  confent  ;  af- 
ligning  a  particular  feafon  for  their  convention, 
cfTreding  them  to  tranfmit  their  fentence  and 
decifion,  and  ftriftly  enjoining  a  peremptory  com- 
pliance with  this  his  mandate,  notwithftanding  the 
abfence  or  minority  of  any  number  of  their  peers : 
thus  plainly  pointing  out  the  pretences  formerly 
alledged  for  not  complying  with  his  commands, 
and  exprefling  an  impatience  and  difpleafure  at 
their  reludance  to  take  an  affair  of  fuch  moment  to 
the  kingdom  into  immediate  and  impartial  deli- 
beration. 

Whether  the  parliament  was  convened  in 
confequence  of  this  order,  and  had  the  folly  or 
effrontery  to  declare  againft  the  expediency  of  the 
propofed  grant,  or  whether  infidious  artifices  were 
ftill  praftifed  to  evade  the  royal  mandate,  doth,  not 
appear  from  any  authentic  record  :  but  certain  it 
is,  that  the  wife  and  juft  intentions  of  Edward 
were  defeated,  and  that,  during  the  courfe  of  his 
reign,  individuals  of  the  Irifh  race  were  obliged  to 
fue  lipr  particular  charters  of  denization,  which 
we  fiiid  granted  to  feveral,  particularly  on  their 
interiifiarriage  with  the  Englifh. 

It 

**  menfem,  fub  figillo  j uftkiari  noftri  Hibernla  vel  ejirs  locum  tc- 
"  nentis  &  figillo  diledi  &  fidelis  noilri  Robcrti  Bagot,  diftinftc  & 
**  apertc  una  cum  concilio  veftro  conftare  faciatis.  Et  hoc  propter 
**  abfentiam  quorundam  dc  paribus  veftris,  quos  ibidem  int^refle 
**  non  contigerit,  vel  niomm  qui  funt  infra  aetatem  &  in  cuftodia» 
**  jiullatcnus  omittacis;  ut  nos  ex  tunc  habita  fupcr  hoc  deliberati- 
•*  one  pleniori  inde  provideri  faciamus  quod  nobis  &  confilio  noftro 
**  magis  videatur  expedire.  In  cujus,  kc.  Tdtcrege,  apud  Wdbnon. 
•*  10  die  Septembris.     Pryn.  Anim.  p,  257."       .  ,       . 
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It  is  natural  to  imagine  that  this  repeated  op- 
pofition  to  their  endeavours  to  become  peaceable 
ind  ufcful  fubjecfts,  could  not  but  irritate  the  fpi- 
rits  of  the  Iri(h,give  new  edge  to  their  refentments, 
and  foment  the  local  jealoufies  and  contefts  which 
fubfifted  between  them  and  their  Englifli  neigh-* 
hours*.  They  foon  appeared  in  arms',  but  without 
power^  union,  or  adcjrefs,  to  form  any  fcheme  of 
general  confederacy  ;  fo  that  thefe  infurrcdtions 
ferved  but  to  ravage  the  feveral  diftridts  expofed  to 
their  fury,  to  raife  a  temporary  confufion,  or  to 
revenge  particular  quarrels.  In  Defmond>  indeed, 
the  difcontented  Iriih  formed  a  more  regular  fcheme 
of  oppofition.  The  Mac-Arthys,  ever  implacable 
enemies  to  the  Englifh,  proceeding  with  a  dark 
and  determined  rancour,  afTembled  fecretly>  dif- 
cuffed  the  pretenfions  of  their  feveral  lords  quietly 

U  2  and 

•  "  As  long  ^  they  f  the  Infh]  were  out  of  the  prote€tioii  of  the 
"  law,"  (faith  the  judicious  Sir  John  Davys)  **  fo  as  evrie  Englifh- 
*'  man  might  oppreffe,  fpoile,  and  kill  them  without  controulment, 
"  howe  was  it  poffible  they  fhould  be  other  than  outlawes  and  ene- 
"  mies  to  the  crown  of  Englande  ?  If  the  kina  woulde  not  admit 
**  them  to  the  condition  of  fubjedls,  how  could  they  Jearne  to  ac- 
'*  knowledge  and  obey  him  as  their  fovereigne  ?  When  they  might 
"  not  converfe,  or  commerce  with  any  civil  men,  nor  enter  into  any 
"  towne  or  citty  without  perrill  of  their  lives,  whither  ihould  they 
'*  flye  but  into  the  woods  and  mountains,  and  there  live  in  a  wilde 
'f  and  barbarous  manner  f  If  the  Engliih  magiftratos  would  not  rule 
*'  them  by  the  lawe  which  doth  puniih  murder  and  treafon  and  theft 
**  with  death,  but  leave  them  to  be  ruled  by  their  own  lords  and 
"  lawes,  why  ihoylde  not  they  embrace  their  own  Brehon  lawe» 
'*  which  puniiheth  nO  offence  but  with  a  fine  or  ericke  ?  If  the  Irifh 
**  bee  not  permitted  to  purchafe  eftates  of  freeholds  or  inheritance, 
'*  which  might  difcend  to  their  children,  according  to  the  courfe  of 
**  our  common  lawe,  muft  they  not  continue  their  cuftom  of  taniilrie, 
**  which  makes  all  their  pofleffions  uncertaine,  and  brings  confufion, 
*'  barbariime,  and  incivility?  In^a  word,  if  the  Englifh  woujde 
"  neither  in  peace  governe  them  by  the  lawe,  nor  in  war  root  them 
«  out  by  the  fworde,  muil  they  not  needs  be  prickes  in  their  eyes/ 
"  and  thornes  in  their  fides>  till  the  world's  ende  V- 
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and  patiently,  parcelled  out  the  lands  of  Defmond, 
afligning  what  they  now  poflcfled  or  cxpedted  to 
recover,  according  to  their  own  notions  of  jufticc 
and  equity,  founded  on  antient  arrangements  and 
pofleffions.     They    agreed   in  the  election   of  a 
prince  called  Daniel  Rpadh,  marched  under  his 
condud:  againft  the  Englifli  of  their  province,  and 
Were  fo  fucccfsful  as  to  feize  fome  caftles,  and  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  feveral  of  their  fettlements. 
The  O'Briens,  their  neighbours,  lefs  fubtle,  and 
more  precipitate,  were  at  the  fame  time  ready  to 
draw  the  fword  againft  each  other,  on  the  ufual 
fubjed:  of  Irifh  war,  the  fucceflion  to  the  fovereignty 
of  their  province  :  Thomas  de  Clare^  by  a  fudden 
revolution  of  fortune,  by  no  means  furprifing  in 
the  prefent  ftate   of   Ireland,    had  regained    his 
power,  and  now  appeared  a  lord  of  fuch  confc- 
quence"",  that  when  Edward  folicited  an  Irifli  loan 
in  fupport  of  his  war  againft  Wales,  he  addreflcd 
himfelf  particularly  to  de  Clare,    and  appointed 
him  his  principal  agent  for  tranfadting  this  bufinefs 
Ivith  the  general  convention  or  parliament  of  his 
fubjefts  in  Ireland*     This  lord  now  judged  it  con- 
venient to  his  intercfts,  to  efpoufe  the  caufe^of  one 
of  the  competitors  of  Thomond  ''^  armed   in  fa- 
vour of  his  pretenfions,  and  obliged  his  countrymen 
to  accept  him  as  their  chief.     His  rival,  ftill  fup- 
ported   by  a  powerful  fadtion,  provoked   at  this 
odious  interpofition  of  the  Englifh,  ^animated   his 
followers  to  a  brave  refiftance,  colleded  his  forces, 
and  prepared  to  wage  a  bloody  war  againft  this 
new-created  chief  ^;  when  Mac-Arthy,  hearing  of 
thefe   rifing  commotions^   fuddenly  and   fecretly 
pafled  into  Thomond>  and  exerted  all  his  addrefs 

to 
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to  reftrain  the  blind  rage  of  his  countrymen.  He 
entreated  then>  to  confider  that  they  were  arming 
againft  their  own  brethren,  preparing  to  depopu^ 
late  their  own  lands,  blowing  up  the  flame  of  civil 
diflenfion,  which  had  already  wafted  their  unhappy 
country  ^  that  they  had  a  common  enemy,  induf- 
trioufly  to  take  advantage  of  their  diforders,  and  to 
fubdue  them  by  their  own  weapons ;  that  their 
own  intereft,  and  that  of  all  their  countrymen, 
called  loudly  upon  them  to  compofe  their  private 
differences^  and  wait  with  patience,  leaving  the 
folly  of  civil  diflention  to  the  Englifh,  till  weak-r 
ened  by  their  mutual  rivalry  and  jealoufy  they 
might  afford  the  injured  Irifli  a  fair  occalion  to 
unite,  and  by  one  effedual  blow  to  vindicate  their 
native  rights,  and  avenge  their  oppreflions.  His 
mediation  was  fuccefsful  ;  and  indeed  the  pfefent 
ftate  of  things  gave  but  too  great  fpfce  to  his  re-, 
preftntatipns. 

The  Englifh  lords  and  principal  fettlers  in  every 
part  of  Ireland^,  in  the  luft  of  power  and  poffef- 
lions,  were  become  the  bittereft  and  moft  impla- 
cable enemies  to  each  other.  Barret  and  Cuflack, 
two  Engliftimen  of  figure,  fettled  in  Conn^Ught  by 
de  Burghojj  dyew  their  fwords  againft  each  other, 
and  committed  the  moft  alarming  flaughter  and 
defolation,  which  ended  in  the  deftruftion  gf  the 
former.  The  power  of  lord  Theobald  de  Verdon, 
pofleflcd  of  .a  confiderable  domain  in  Meath,  by 
right  of  his  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  Walter  de 
Lacey,  excited  the  er^vy  of^  Gerald  Fitsj-Maurice, 
baron  of  Ophally,  who  attacked  his  caftles,  defeated 
his  forces,  was  himfelf  defeated  in  turn,  and  made 
a  prifoner.     Lord  Geoffry  Gepneville  and  his  foU 
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lowers  in  another  part  of  Meath,  were  alfo  driven 
from  their  poflcflions.  Thefe  petty  broils  were 
multiplied,  and  continued  for  fome  years  unno- 
ticed, or  at  leaft  unreftrained  by  the  king's  vice- 
gerents^. The  death  of  Maurice,  and  Gerald  Fitzr 
Maurice,  with  that  of  lord  Thomas  de  Clare,  all 
in  the  fame  year,  promifed  to  deprefs  the  power 
of  the  Geraldines,  and  left  Richard  de  Burgho,  earl 
of  Ulfter,  in  an  undifputed  rank  of  eminence: 
and  fo  confiderable  was  the  port  of  this  nobleman, 
and  fo  great  his  authority  in  thefe  times,  th^t  in 
the  king's  letters  we  find  his  name  frequently  menr 
tioned  before  that  of  the  chief  governour.  But  his 
power  was  employed  in  opprefling  and  deftroying 
thofe  who  flood  in  the  way  of  his  infatiable  ambir 
tion.  He  claimed  the  lands  of  Meath  pofTefTed  by 
Verdon,  and  with  a  tumultuous  troop  of  followers, 
invaded,  and  befieged  this  lord  in  one  of  his  eaftles. 
The  Irifli  of  Meath  and  Ulfter,  impatient  to  take 
advantage  of  thefe  diforders,  aggravated  the  gene- 
ral diftrcfs  by  their  infurredtions,  and  often-times 
were  the  viftims  of  their  own  precipitation. 

This  confufion  in  theftate  of  Ireland  little  cor-r 
refponded  with  the  views  of  Edward,  and  the  ne- 
ceflities  of  his  government.  He  had  already  been 
engaged  in  w^fr ;  had  contracted  debts  by  his  nego- 
tiations on  the  continent  °;  the  troubles  of  Scotland 
tvere  commenced,  and  the  king  poffibly  had  goo4 
reafons  to  provide  for  taking  all  advantages  that 
might  be  derived  from  them.  He  had  already,  by 
the  interppfition  andaffiftanceof  thepopc,  obtained 
a  tenth  of  all  their  revenues  from  the  Irifti  clergy, 
on  pretence  of  providing  for  an  expedition  to  the 
Holy  Land.     But,  not  contented  with  this  fupply, 

and 
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and  determined  to  try  the  exertion  of  his  own 
authority  in  Ireland,  before  he  made  a  like  attempt 
in  England,  in  his  own  name,  and  without  any 
participation  of  the  holy  fee,  he  demanded  an  ad- 
ditional .fifteenth  of  all  the  fpiritualities  in  that 
kingdom^ .  The  clergy  were  neither  dif^ofed  to 
give  countenance  to  this  innovation,  nor  well  ena- 
'bled  to  comply  with  the  fevere  demand.  They 
therefore  appealed  to  Rome,  and  defired  the  pro-r 
tecftion  of  the  fovereign  pontiff  againft-  this  en- 
croachment on  his  authority.  At  the  fame  time, 
in  the  humbleft  manner,  they  reprefented  to  the 
king  the  diftrefled  condition  of  their  church,  arifing 
from  the  wars  and  commotions  of  the  realms 
exprefling  a  concern  for  their  inability,  but  at  the 
fame  time,  peremptorily  refufing  to  comply  with 
the  requifition.  Edward  had  not  yet  learned  to 
treat  thefe  refradtory  eccjefiaftics  with  that  feverity 
which  he  pradtifed,  fome  time  afterwards,  on  his 
Englifh  clergy.  He  addreiTed  himfelf  to  the  laity 
of  Ireland,  and  hq  found  them  more  complying. 
After  fome  altercation  and  delay ,^  they  granted  ^ 
fifteenth  of  their  effeds. 

To  enforce  thefe  demands,  and  to  allay  the 
public  commotions^,  William  de  Vefey  was  in-i 
trufted  with  the  government  of  Ireland'',  an  En'glifh 
lord,  who  by  his  fpirit  and  adtivity^  joined  with  a 
rigid  and  inflexible  temper,  feemed  wxll  fitted  for 
the  management  of  a  difordered  ftate.  In  his  op- 
pofition  to  the  Irifh  infurgents  he  was  fufficiently 
fuccefsful;  but  when  he  proceeded  to  trace  the 
prefent  evils  of  the  nation  to  their  fouirce,  and  to 
reprefs  the  violences  qf  the  great  Englifli  lords,  he 
provoked  the  refentment  of  John  Fitz-Thomas 

Fitz-Gerald, 
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Fitz-Gerald,  baron  of  Ophally,  which  produced 
a  lafting  animofity,  and  at  length  ended  in  a  formal 
accufation  of  each  other^:  (he  governour  alledging 
teforc  the  council,  that  Fitz-Gerald  had  calum? 
nioufly  charged  him  with  an  attempt  to  revolt  from 
his  allegiance,  and  to  fcduce  others  into  a  rebellious 
confederacy ;  the  baron  denying  the  charge,  but 
accufing  Vefey  of  fomc  feditious   and  difloyal  ex- 
preffiqns  uttered  in   England.     The  combat  was 
demanded  and  accepted ;  and  if  we  are  to  believe 
Hollipgfhe^d,  before   the  day  ^appointed  for  the 
decifion,  Vcfcy  fled  to  France,  and   his  lands  in 
Leinfler  were  beftowed  upon  his  rival.     JBut  the 
truth  is,  that  the  king,  informed  of  this  conteft, 
fummoncd  the  parties  to  appear  before   him   at 
Weftminfter ;  where,  after  various  pleadings   and 
^  adjournments,  the  whole   procefs  was  at  length 
ar^ulled  as  informal  and  .irregular ;  and  that  Vefey 
afterwards  refigned  his  manors,  caftles,  and  county 
of  Kildare  to  the  king,  which  he  held  by  marriage 
with  one  of  the  coheirefles  of  ^he  family  of  the 
earl  Mariflial,  and  in  wH^ch  his  right  was  contefted 
by  the  other  daughters.     It  is  equally  certain  that 
Fitz-Gerald,  on  his  return  to  Ireland,  acfied  with 
the  ufual  violence  of  a  great  Englifli  lord  ;  oppofed 
his   rivals,  aflerted   his   claims,  and   enlarged  his 
poiTeflions,  by  force  of  arms.     He  even  proceeded 
to  attack  the  earl  of  Ulfter,  with  whom  he  difputed 
the  right  of  fome  lands  in  Connaught,  conquered 
h;m  in  the  field,   became  mafter  of  his  perfon^ 
and  had  the  hardirxefs   to  confine  him   in  prifon, 
ftill  continuing  his  incur^ons  and  hoftilities,  to  the 
great  terrour  anc^  annoyance  of  the  richeft  and  moft 
flourifhing  diftrids  of  the  kingdom.     In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  outrages  he  was  formally  impeached, 

appeared 
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appeared  before  the  king,  fubmitted  abfolutely  to 
hi$  mercy,  and  was  obliged  to  give  fecurity  for  his 
future  peaceably  and  loyal  demeanour. 

The    moft  efFeitual   attempt   to   reform   the 
wretched  (late  of  Irifh  affairs  in  this   reign  was 
made  by  Sir  John  Wogan^,  appointed  to  the  go- 
vernment in  the   year    1295,    ^^^   might   have 
proved  of  lingular  advantage  to  the  nation,  if  the 
corruption  of  manners  had  not  been  at  this  time 
irrefiftibly  fuperiour  to  the  beft  and  wifeft  inftitu- 
tions.     With  a  temper  and  difcretion  unknown  to 
feveral  of  his  predeceflbrs,  he  applied  himfelf  in 
the  firft  place  to  compofe  the  diflentions  of  the 
great  lords  by  every  lenient  and  conciliating  me-? 
thod.     He  found  the  houfes  of  de  Burgho   and 
Fitz-Gerald  ftill  at  variance  with  each  other ;  and 
ftill  engaged  in  petty  hoftilitcs  ;  and  although  he 
could  not  entirely  reconcile  two  nobles  equally 
imperious  and  afpiring,  he  yet  prevailed  on  thern 
to  fufpend  thofe  animofities  which  caft  the  land 
into  fuch  dangerous  convulfions ;  (o  that  in  all  the 
forms  of  contending  potentates,    they   at   length 
agreed  to  make  a  truce  for  two  years,  that  the  go- 
vernoqr  might  have  leifure  to  apply  fome  remedy 
to  the  general   diforder  of  the  realm.     For  this 
purppfe,  a  parliament  was  fummoned  more  regu- 
larly than  fuch  aflemblies  had  hitherto  bein  con- 
vened in  Ireland "*.     Befides  the  writs  to  the  lords 
Ipiritual  and  temporal,  thofe  fent  to  the.flierifFs 
directed  them  to  return  two  knights  for  each  of 
the  Counties  and  liberties   (as  they  were  called)  j 
and  although  feveral  declined  to  attend,  and  the 
aflembly  was  inconfiderable  in  point  of  numbers, 
yet  by  th?  ordinances  here  enaded,    the  public 

grievances 
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grievances  feem  to  have  been  maturely  weighed, 
and  with  a  fcrious  intention  of  providing  the  moft 
effedtual  redrefs  in  their  power.  Thb  ads  of  this 
aflembly  feem  to  deferve  fome  notice,  as  they 
aiFord  a  diftindl  view  of  the  more  notorious  irre- 
gularities and  abufes  of  this  period. 

The  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  Englifh  territo- 
ry'', the  great  and  indeed  the  fole  objcdt  of  delibe- 
ration, required,  in  the  firft  place,  that  AriGt  and 
regular  execution  of  the  laws  of  England,  which 
had  been  neither  countenanced  nor  fupported  by 
the  nobles  and  principal  fettlers.  And  to  this 
neceiTary  and  valuable  purpofe,  it  was  found  that 
the  divifion  of  counties  hitherto  eftabliflied  was 
by  no  means  favourable.  The  county  of  Dublia 
in  particular  was  too  extenfive  and  confufed,  com- 
prehending not  only  the  greateft  part  of  Leinfter, 
but  of  Meath  and  Ulfter.  It  was  therefore  or- 
dained that  each  of  thefe  latter  fhould  have  its 
particular  flierifF;  and  that  Kildare,  which  had 
formerly  b^en  a  liberty  appendant  upon  Dublin, 
ihould  now  be  ere<aed  into  a  diftindt  county^. 

Particular  encouragement  had  beea  given 
to  the  incurfions  of  the  Irifti  by  the  abfence  of  thQ 
lord  marchers,  who  living  a  life  of  indulgence 
upon  ^heir  manors,  in  the  fecurer  and  more  com- 
pofed  parts  of  the  kingdom,  abandoned  their 
charge  upon  the  borders  :  by  which  their  country- 
men were  either  driven  from  their  fettlements,  or 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  vaflalage  by  their  invaders. 
The  marchers  therefore  were  enjoined  to  maintain 

their 
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*  Hence  it  appears  that  the  enumeration  of  the  counties  appointed 
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itheir  neceflary  wards  for  the  future,  on   pain   of 
forfeiture  pf  their  lands. 

In  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country,  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  every  Englifli  tenant  (houM 
be  trained  to  arms,  and  that  the  whole  colledlion 
of  jfettlers  (hbuld  have  been  one  regular,  well- 
formed,  and  well-appointed  militia.  And  yet  we 
find  that  their  fettlements  were  frequently  fur- 
prized  in  an  helplefs  ftate,  without  arms  or  any 
provifions  for  defence  ;  a  grievance  confiderably 
increafed,  by  a  number  of  lords  who  lived  entirely 
jin  England,  without  any  attention  to  the  fecurity 
of  their  Irifli  tenants,  and  without  contributing  to 
the  general  defence  of  their  countrymen.  It  was 
therefore  enadked  that  tenants  of  every  degree 
(hould  provide  according  to  their  rank^  towards  a 
military  eftablifhment ;  and  that  abfentces  fliould 
jaffign  a  competent  portion  of  their  Irifli  revenues 
for  this  neceff^ry  purpofe. 

It  appears  alfo,  that  in  cafes  of  particular  in- 
curfions  of  the  lri(h,  the  neighbouring  fettlers, 
far  fromi  being  united  in  the  bands  of  cordial  af- 
fedion  with  their  countrymen,  frequently  looked 
on  with  indifference,  fometimes  with  an  envious 
fatisfadipn  at  their  diftrefs,  without  attempting  to 
jiffift  them,  or  to  repel  the  invafion.  In  fuch  cafes 
of/  wilful  negleft  it  was  epaded,  that  the  aggrieved 
party  (hould  be  entitled  to  damages  from  their 
neighbours. 

As  the  freqijent  military  expeditions  of  the  great 
lords  were  a  capital  grievance,  and  their  unnatural 
jiiflentions  not  only  weakened  the  Englifli  intereft, 
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and  encouraged  the  common  enemy,  but  oppreffed 
the  fubjed  by  grievous  and  arbitrary  exadtions,  it 
was  alfo  ordained,  that  for  the  future,  no  lord 
ihould  make  war  but  by  licence  of  the  chief  go^ 
vernour,  or  by  fpecial  mandate  of  the  king.  And 
to  reftrain  the  numbers  and  diforders  of  their  idle 
retainers,  or  Kernes  (as  they  are  called,)  every 
perfon  of  whatever  degree  was  forbidden  to  en- 
tertain more  of  thcfe  than  he  could  himfelf  main-f 
tain  ;  and,  in  cafe  of^  any  violent  exaction  or 
forcible  depredation  made  by  thefe  lawlefs  followr 
ers,  their  lord  was  to  pay  the  damage,  and  the 
kerne  to  be  imprifoncd,  until  l^e  fpund  fufficienf 
fecurity  fof  his  good  bch^iviour. 

It  appears  to  have  been  an  ufual  artifice  of  the 
Irifh,  when  any  particular  diftrid  was  the  objeft 
of  their  hoftilities,  to  make  a  truce  for  a  certain 
time  wi^h  other  contiguous  fettlements,  that  fo. 
they  might  execute  theij  hoftile  purpofes  without 
controul :  which  generally  ended  in  their  falling 
*  upon  thofe  who  had  conferited  to  the  fufpenfion  of 
arms.  It  was  therefore  enaded,  tha(  no  truce 
ihould  be  ever  made  with  the  Irifli  but  what  wa$ 
general  and  equal  j  and  that  thofe  who  piade  fuch 
partial  and  feparate  engagements,  fhould  be  confi- 
dered  and  treated  as  accomplices  in  the  havock  that 
might  enfue  :  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  provided 
that  the  Irifh  themfelves  (hould  not  be  molefted^ 
when  they  had  once  concluded  a  fair  and  general 
truce,  by  any  infidious  incurfions  or  hoftilities^^ 
which  had  frequently  produced  the  bloodieft  repri- 
fals  and  involved  the  innocent  in  the  confequcnces. 
of  their  revenge. 
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And,  as  in  cafes  of  fudden  infurrc6tions  of  the 
Irifh,  when  the  chief  governour  was  at  a  diftance^ 
and  could  not  immediately  iflue  the  ncceflary  or- 
ders for  reprefling  them,  the  Englifh  were  fre^ 
quently  inactive  and  remifs,  it  was  enadted,  that 
from  the  moment  that  any  hoftilities  were  com- 
menced, the  county  or  liberty  attacked  fhould^ 
inftantly  and  without  further  orders,  rife  in  arms^ 
and  maintain  the  war  at  their  own  proper  charges^ 
without  intcrmiflion  or  fufpenfion,  till  the  enemy 
ihould  be  reduced  or  confent  to  a  cefTation,  or  the 
chief  governour  fliould  otherwife  direft.  And,  to 
deprive  the  enemy  of  their  ufual  flielter,  every  lord 
was  directed  to  repair  and  clear  the  roads  through 
his  woods  and  forefts,  to  make  bridges,  pathways, 
and  other  provifions,  for  traverfing  the  country 
with  readinefs  and  fecurity,  and  purfuing  the  in- ' 
furgents  into  their  retreats. 

It  appears  alfo,  from  the  ordinances  of  this 
aflembly,  that  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
iirft,  the  Englifh  had  began  to  conform  to  the  dif* 
ordered  and  licentious  manners  of  the  Irifh  natives. 
Living  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  confufion  and  hof- 
tility,  they  learned  the  compendious  method  of 
violence  and  rapine,  in  order  to  fupply  their 
neccflities,  or  to  gratify  their  paflions  :  and  impa- 
tient of  the  falutary  reftraints  which  their  own 
laws  impofed,  they  contrived  an  cafy  method  to 
elude  their  force.  They  afFefted  the  garb  and 
outward  appearance  of  Iriflimen  ;  who,  as  they 
fliared  not  the  fecurity,  fo  neither  were  they  re- 
ftrained  by  the  penalties  of  Englifh  law.  Such 
were  the  beginnings  of  a  degeneracy  fo  fatal  in  its 
progrefs.    And,  what  (hews  the  infatuation  of  thefe 
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corrupted  Engli(h,  the  ordinances  of  this  affeitibly 
recite,  that,  by  thus  wearing  their  garb,  and  fa- 
fhioning  their  hair  according  to  the  Irifli  mode^ 
they  were  frequently  miftaken,  and  their  lives  fe-* 
duced  to  the  fame  precarious  hazard  with  thofe  of 
the  old  natives  -,  that  they  were  frequently  killed, 
and  no  cognizance  taken  of  their  death,  according 
to  the  Englifti  polity:  fo  that  deadly  feuds  arofe  be- 
tween the  relations  and  friends  of  each  party,  both 
the  perpetrator  and  the  fufferer.  It  was  therefore 
enafted,  that  all  Engli(hmen  fhould  conform  ftridlly 
to  the  garb  and  tonfure  of  their  own  countrymen^ 
at  leaft  in  the  fafhion  of  their  hair  ;  that  if  in  this 
latter,  obvious,  and  ftriking  mark  of  diftindion 
they  prefumed  to  take  the  appearance  of  Iriflimen, 
they  fliould  as  fuch  be  treated,  and  not  be  entitled 
to  remedy,  in  cafe  of  any  plaint  or  fuit,  but  what 
was  granted  to  the  Irifli :  in  the  mean  time  they 
were  to  be  compelled  to  conform  to  the  tenour  of 
this  ordinance  on  pain  of  feizure  of  their  lands 
and  chattels  and  imprifonment  of  their  perfons. 

And,  laftly,*two  lords  were  appointed  to  every 
,  county  and  liberty  in  which  Iriflimen  were  refident^ 
who,  in  the  abfeace  of  the  chief  governour,  fliould 
have  full  power  to  treat  with  the  Irifli,  and  make 
fuch  ftipulations  with  them  as  might  fecure  their 
diftridj:  from  molefl:ation  or  diforder. 

These  ordinances  were  devifed  with  equity  and 
propriety ;  but  could  not  have  complete  and  lafting 
influence  upon  a  people  crumbled  into  a  number 
of  detached  bodies,  feparate  interefts,  and  rival 
factions ;  led  by  nobles  impatient  of  fubordination, 
and  habituated  to  the  violences  and  outrages  of. 
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war.  Yet  on  their  firft  eftablifhment  they  do  not 
feem  to  have  been  entirely  deftitute  of  effect :  they 
ferved  to  give  fome  check  to  the  diforders  of  the 
realm,  though  not  to  terminate  or  fubdue  them. 
The  incurfions  of  the  Irifh  were  for  a  time  repref- 
fed^  :  the  earl  of  Ulfter,  by  the  repeated  mediation 
of  the  chief  governour  ftill  continued  to  live  in 
peace  with  the  Geraldines*".  John  Fitz-Thomas, 
confiding  in  the  pacific  difpofitioij^  of  his  rival, 
departed  from  the  kingdom,  and  with  a  confider- 
able  train  attended  the  fervice  of  the  king,  in 
Flanders.  Edward,  encouraged  by  the  appearance 
of  greater  tranquillity  in  Ireland^,  ventured  to 
repeat  his  application  to  the  clergy  for  a  fubfidy ; 
with  what  fuccefs  we  are  not  informed^.  The 
tenths  formerly  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  Holy 
Land,  and  which  Boniface  the  prefent  pope  took 
upon  him  to  colledt,  were  feized  by  the  king's 
order  in  the  hands  of  the  Romifli  agents,  and 
applied  to  the  exigences  of  his  government.  The 
pontiff,  who  had  experienced  the  firmnefs  and  fpirit 
of  king  Edward,  ventured  only  to  expoflulate  with 
gcntlenefs,  and  affeded  to  make  him  a  free  prefent 
of  the  revenue  of  thefe  tenths  which  the  king  had 
already  fecured  to  his  own  ufe.  The  renewal  of 
his  war  with  Scotland  during  the  regency  of  John 
Commin,  obliged  him  to  have  recourfe  to  every 
expedient  to  flrengthen  and  fupport  his  operations. 
His  Irifh  fubjedts  were  repeatedly  enjoined  to  confer 
and  to  devife  the  means  of  aflifling  his  intended 
expedition*".  John  Fitz-Thomas,  attended  his 
ftandard  in  Scotland ;  and  the  earl  of  Ulller,  that 
he  might  riot  be  outdone  in  zeal  and  loyalty,  foon 
afterwards  afTembled  a  gallant  train  in   Dublin", 
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created  thirty  knights,  and  embarked  for  the  Scot- 
tifli  war,  in  which  he  performed  diftinguiflaed 
fervices*  \ 

The  abfettce  of  fuch  powerful  lords  produced 
its  natural  cffcd:  in  Ireland,  in  encouraging  a 
licentious  fpirit  of  infurrcdion,  and  giving  free 
courfe  to  the  treachery  and  turbulence  both  of  the 
Englifti  and  the  Irifli  inhabitants.  '  Several  feuds 
broke  out  with  new  violence,  and  petty  wars  were 
carried  on,  to  the  utter  defolation  of  the  fineft  and 
moft  valuable  of  the  Englifh  fettlements;  the 
diforder  extended  even  to  the  feat  of  government; 
and  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  chief  governour  and 
the  well-affected  lords,  were  fcarcely  fufEcient  to 
defend  the  province  of  Leinfler* 
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CHAP.        III. 

Accejfion  of  Edward  the  fecond. — Gavefion  chief 
governour  of  Ireland. — Popular  and  fuccefsfuL — 
Envied  and  oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Uljier. — Sud- 
denly  recalled.-^Earl  of  XJlJier  favoured.^^His 
quarrels  with  the  Geraldines.-^He  (s  defeated  and 
taken  prifoner. — Reconciliation  of  the  great  lords. 

^^^'Origin  of  the   Scottijh    invafion. Edward 

Bruce  invited  into  Ireland  by  the  northern  chiefs- 
tains. — Lords  of  the  Bnglijh  race  fumtnoned  to  a 
parliament  in  England. — Landing  of  the  Scots. — * 
Barbarous  progrefs  of  Edward  Bruce. — Earl  of 
TJlfter  undertakes  the  war. — "Joined  by  Fedlim 
O  Connory — Bruce  praBifes  with  Fedlim^— who 
returns  to  Connaught. — Earl  of  JJljier  retires 
before  the  Scots. — ^Edward  Bruce  affumes  the 
ftyle  and  authority  of  king  of  Ireland. — His 
dijlrefs. — Fedlim  qffijied  by  the  Englijh  govern- 
ment  againji  his  rival. — Ungratefully  defer ts  to 
Bruce, — who  is  crowned  at  Dundalk. — Joined  by 
his  brother ^^--who  fuddenly  returns  to  Scotland. — 
Irijh  and  degenerate  Englijh  crowd  to  Edward 
Bruce. — He  reduces  Garrickfergus .  ''•^-Marches 
fouthward. — General  famine. — Ajfociation  of  the 
Englijh  lords.— Bermingham  marches  into  Con- 

naught. -* — Battle   of  Athilnree. T^he    capital 

threatened  by  Bruce. — Conjiernation  of  the  citi- 
zens.— Earl  of  Ulfter  fufpeSted  and  feized. — 
Preparations  againji  Bruce.— He  retires  into  Ul- 
Jier. — Is  not  purjhed. — ConduSl  of  Mortimer  the 
new  chief  governor.— :EngliJh  intereji  revives. — 
The  king  and  the  northern  IriJh  fever  ally  apply 
to  the  pope.-r^Horrible  dijlrejjes  of  the  Scots.-— 
Birmingham  marches  againji  them.— -Precipitation 
Vol.  L  X  -  ,       ^ 
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of  Bruce. — He  is  defeated  and  Jlain. — Miferable 
confequences  of  the  Scottijh  war. — Petition  for 
annual  Parliaments. — Degeneracy  of  Englijh  fa- 
milies. — Subfidy  demanded. — Irijh  clergy  evade  the 
demands  of  the  pope. 

THE  acceffion  of  Edward  the  fecond  to  the 
throne  of  England  was  an  event  equally 
fatal  to  the  honour  of  that  realm,  and  to  the  wel- 
fare and  tranquility  of  Ireland  ;  although  the 
weaknefs  of  the  new  king,  and  his  partiality  to 
an  unworthy  favourite  proved  of  fome  momentary 
fervice  to  this  country,  which  might  have  been 
permanent  and  extenfive,  had  not  his  folly  and 
infincerity  been  carried  even  to  the»utnioft  degree 
of  infatuation.  His  fudden  difperfion  of  a  gallant 
army  collcfted  by  his  father  to  chaftife  the  revolt 
of  Robert  Bruce,  and  his  childifli  retreat  from 
Scotland,  taught  his  own  Englifli  nobles  to  defpifc 
him  :  and  his  fhameful  breach  of  promife  to  a 
dying  parent,  by  recalling  Gavefton  from  banifli- 
ment,  provoked  them  to  oppofe  him.  The  fa- 
vourite, who  received  his  unmeritted  honours 
without  temper  or  difcretion,  quarrelled  with  the 
new  queen,  and  infulted  the  nobility.  A  powerful 
combination,  formed  and  fupported  by  Thomas 
carl  of  Lancafter,  coufin-german  to  Edward, 
peremptorily  required  the  banifhment  pf  Gavefton : 
the  bold  demand  was  enforced  by  the  concurrence 
of  a  parliament :  the  king  at  length  yielded  with  a 
reludtance  arifing  from  a  blind  paflion  for  his 
minion,  not  from  a .  fenfe  of  this  infult  on  his 
authority"" :  but  inftead  of  dimiffing  him  at  once  to 
his  native  refidence  in  France,  he  contrived  to  dig- 
nify his  exile,  by  appointing  him  vicegerent  in 
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Ireland,  with  fuch  powers   as  might  give  rcfpedt 
arid  honour  to  his  government*'. 

The  jnoft  criminal,  or  at  leaft  the  moft  obnox- 
ious part  of  this  favourite's  charadler  fecms  to  have 
been  an  ofFenfive  pride  and  infolence,  peculiarly 
infupportable  to  the  haughty  and  determined  fpirit 
of  the  Englifh  barons*     His  perfon  was  amiable, 
his   endowments  graceful  and  engaging  f  he  was 
gallant  and  courageous,  to  his  inferiours  liberal  and 
obliging ;  and  in  a  country  where  he  had  as  yet 
made  no  perfonal  enemies,  thefe^  qualities   (hone 
out  with  full  advantage.     A  princely  port  and  a 
magnificent  retinue  ferved  to  captivate  the  general 
eye,  and  raifed  expeftations  of  ^ome  extraordinary 
efFedls  from  his  government :  and  fuch  expedtations 
were  fpeedily  confirmed  by  his  conduit.    Not  like 
fome  former  deputies,  waiting  to  be  infulted  in 
the  very  feat   of  government,  and  fhrinking  be- 
hind the  walls  of  Dublin  **,  from  the  violence  of 
neighbouring  infurgents,  he  at  once  marched  out 
againft  the  turbulent  fepts,  drove  them  from  their 
retreats,  and  purfued  them  with  fevere  execution, 
until  they  were  completely  brpkenj^and  difperfed. 
His  foldiers,  pleafed  with  hi^.valour  and  gained  by 
his  liberalties,  followed  hisAftandard  with  the  ut- 
moft  cheerfulnefs  and  confidcnce.^ .  An  Irifli  chief- 
tain of  no  inconfiderable.  power,  called  O'Demps y, 
who  had  the  hardinefs  to  encounter  him,  was  flain 
on  the  field  of  battle  :  and^his  forces  totally  de- 
feated. No  infurgents  prefukned  to  appear  through- 
I  out  the  province  of  Leinfter.     He  pierced  into 
Thomond,  and  here  confirmed  the  reputation  of 
his  valour,  by  defeating  and  fubduing  the  chief- 
tain O'Brien,  who  had  been  encouraged  to  hofti- 

X  2  lities 

K  A.  D.  i3o8'  B  Campion^yUoogle 


^08    HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.     B,  IL 

lities  by  the  weaknefs  of  farmer  adminiftrations, 
and  thie  frequent  difgraces  of  the  Englifh  arms  : 
and  as  he  had  now  no  enemy  to  encc^unter,  he  vi- 
goroufly  proCdcded  to  repair  the  havock  made  by 
former  iRjfiJrreftions,  to  cteft  caftlcs,  and  open 
communkations  through  the  Englifti  territbty. 

Btf  T  the  envy  of  the  great  lords  of.  Irelahd, 
and  his  own  infolence  and  imprudence  threatened 
to  interrupt  this  fuccefsful  progrefs'^.    Agdvern- 
ment  of  weight  ari(i  fpiendour  fcemed  to  leffen  the 
importance  of  thofc  barons  of  the  Eftglifih  race, 
who  had  been  ufed  to  look  down  with  contetnpt 
upon  the  king's  vice^^cnt,  and  if  they  could  4iot 
reduce  him   to  become  the  inftriiment  of  their 
purpofes,    to  profecute  their  fchemes  of  private 
intereft  with  a  total  difregard  of  his  authority* 
Richard  carl  of  Ulftcr  in  particular  Vas  alarmed  at 
the  coftfequence  which  the  new  govetnour  stffumed. 
And  as  he  was  confeffedly  the  moft  powerful  of 
the  whole  body  of  nobility^  and  had  frequently 
been  treated  by  the  throne  as   fuperior  to  its  re- 
prefentative,  ar^d  one  whofe  influence  and  power 
were  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  Irifh  government^ 
Gavefton  foon  learned  to  regard  him  as  a  rival. 
The  governour  aflunj^d  all  the  pride  and  ftate  of 
fuperiofity.     The  earl  with  equal  pride  and  ftate 
aflFed:ed  to  Vie  with  the  governour*    His  humerpus 
followers  were  colledted,  and  appeared  not  Olily  a 
magnificent,  but  a  formidable  body.    He  held  his 
Court  at  Trim  with  a  parade  and  ditentatioil  highly 
offeiifive  and  alarming.     He  feafted  his  attendants 
with  all  the  fpleAdour  of  a  fovereigh,  and   con- 
ferred the  honour  of  knighthood  oh  two  perfons 
<if  the  family  of  De  LaCey :  h*  ii  faid  to  hive 
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even  threatened  Gavefton  with  open  hoftilities, 
jBut  before  their  jealoufies  could  produce  any  vio- 
lent efFe<a,  ,the  favourite  was  fuddenly  recalled, 
and  left  the  kingdom  to  its  ufual  diftreiTe?  of  ^ 
weak  governipent  and  iipperious  nobility. 

Sir  John  Wogan  wjio  fucceeded  to  the  ^dmi« 
niftrMion*^,  ^as  principally  employed  in  holding 
conventions,  and  ordaining  Uws,  which  the  fubje^ 
of  Ireland  were  too  corrupt  to  ob^y,  arid  which 
their   goyernour  had  not  the   power  to  enforce,. 
While  the  land  was  depopulated,  and  opprefled  by 
pvery  fpecies  of    outrage,    his   parliaments  ^ere 
thought  worthily  employed,  in  hearing  a   ridicu- 
lous conteft  for  precedence  between  the  prelates  of 
Armagh  and  Dublin,  and  deliberating  whether  a 
bifliop  fhould  have  his  crofier  borne  ered:  or  de- 
prefled,    in  fomc  particular  diftri<3:s :    a  point  of 
fuch  ferious  moment  a?  could  not  be  conteiled  by 
the  parties  without  violence  and  blqodflied  "" ;  and 
in  which  the  king  of  England  him fclf  was  obliged 
to  moderate.     The  great  lords,  in  the  mean  time 
^oyed  the  full  advantage  of  a  feeble  and  defpifed 
government.     They  avowed  their  contempt  of  the 
roy^l  authority,  and  carried  on  their  private  wars 
without  fear  or  controuL     The  earl  of  Ulfterhad 
lately  received  a  new  and   honpuriable  mark    pf 
Edward's   confidence,     {ie   had    been   appointed 
pl^ipotentjiary  to  conclude  g^  treaty  with  Robert 
Brqce^  •  and  the  Scottifti   deputies  had  attended 
him   in  Ireland  ;  giddy  with  exaltation,  and  in^ 
toxicated  h^  flattery,  he  fpurned  at  all  reftraints  ; " 
and  with  the  infolence  of  independent  fovereignty 
m^irched  into.  Thompnd  in  fupport.  of  fome  pre- 
tenfions  which  h?  difdained  to  aiTert  but  by  force 
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of  arms''.  Here  he  had  the  mortification  to  rt^ 
ceivc  a  fignal  defeat  from  the  Geraldines,  com- 
manded by  Richard  de  Clare.  He  was  made 
prifoner,  with  feveral  of  his  moft  diftinguiflied 
adherents :  and  obliged  to  fubmit  to  fuch  terms 
as  the  conquerors  impofed.  Their  accommodation 
was  cemented  by  the  marriage  of  Maurice,  and 
Thomas  Fitz-John,  afterwards  the  heiads  of  the 
illuftrious  houfes  of  Defmond  and  Kildare,  to  two 
daughters  of  the  earl  of  Ulfter.  And  the  union 
of  thefe  noble  families  feemed  to  promife  lafting 
tranquillity  to  Ireland,  at  the  moment  when  new 
enemies  and  new  diforders  were  on  the  point  of 
reducing  this  unhappy  country,  to  an  extremity 
of  diflrefs  beyond  all  its  former  fufFerings. 

The  dominion  gained  over  Scotland  by  Edward 
the  firft,  the  moft  diftinguiflied  acquifition  of  his 
illuftrious  reign,  had  been  cxercifed  by  this  auftere 
prince  with  that  feverity,  which  haftened  the 
revolt  of  a  fpirited  and  warlike  people.  Not  yet 
broken  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Wallace,  and  exaf- 
perated  at  the  ignominious  execution  of  this  their 
renowned  partisan,  they  were  impatient  to  fliak^ 
off  the  yoke  of  Englifti  government,  and  found 
a  new  and  more  fortunate  leader  in  Robert 
Bruce^,  fon  to  that  Robert  who  had  been  com^ 
petitor  for  the  crown.  The  ardour  of  this  young 
champion  had  juft  received  the  mortification  of 
a  fignal  defeat ;  when  the  death  of  Edward,  in 
that  critical  moment  when  Scotland  was  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  a  numerous  army,  converted  his 
precipitate  revolt  into  a  judicious  end  well-dired^d 
eflfort  for  the  deliverance  of  his  country.  He  iffued 
from  the  Weftern  Ifles,  whither  he  had  been  driven 
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by  his  misfortunes,  and  foon  became  a  tcrrour  to 
his  enemies.  Edward  the  fecond  purfued  the  tne- 
thod  didated  by  his  indolence  and  weaknefs,  and 
to  ftop  his  progrefs,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Scottifh  prince,  which  (as  juft  now  hath  been  ob- 
ferved)  was  tranfafted  in  Ireland  by  the  earl  of 
Ulfter,  and  ended  in  a  truce,  which  afforded  Robert 
a  favourable  interval  for  confolidatipg  his  power ; 
was  foon  violated  ;  war  recommenced ;  and  the 
conteft  finally  decided  in  favour  of  the  gallant  Bruce 
by  the  vidtory  of  Bannockbourn. 

The  fuccefsful  progrefs  of  this  young  warriour, 
and  his  victorious  acquifition  of  the  crown  of 
Scotland  were  events  by  no  means  unnoticed  in 
Ireland.  They  were  heard  with  wonder  and  delight 
by  thofe  natives,  who  coniidered  themfelves  allied 
in  confanguinity  to  the  Albanian  Scots*,  as 
they  were  flyled ;  and  of  confequence  peculiarly 
interefted  in  their  fortunes.  They  defpifed  the 
weaknefs  of  the  Englifli  prince  ;  but  were  morti- 
fied at  the  refieftion,  that  they  alone  had  not  feized 
the  advantage  of  a  contemptible  and  indolent  reign 
in  England  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  which  had  op^ 
prefTed  them,  fo  long  and  fo  feverely.  The  chief- 
tains of  Ulfter  in  particular,  grew  impatient  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Britain ; 
and  as  their  fituation  made  it  eafier  to  hold  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  Scotland,  they  addrefTed  them- 
felves to  Robert  Bruce,  who  ftill  purfued  hi$  ad- 
vantage, and  ravaged  the  northern  parts  of  England 
without  controul.  They  pathetically  reprefented 
the  diftrefTes  of  their  country  ;  enlarged  on  the 
injuries  they  had  fuftained  ;  painted  the  infolence 
and  oppreflion  of  their  invaders  in  the  moft  ofFen- 
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five  colours ;  entreating  his  afliftancc  for  an  un^ 
happy  people,  brethren  and  kinfmen  tp  the  Scots, 
who  wanted  but  fuch  a  leader  to  execute  their 
vengeance  upon  the  common  enemy  i  and  who, 
rather  than  languifh  under  tl^i!*  prefent  miferies, 
were  ready  to  receive  a  fovereign  from  Scotland, 
and  pay  due  allegiance  to  a  prince  who  had  valour 
to  refcue  them  from  flavery,  and  equity  to  receive 
and  treat  them  d$  his  fubjedls. 

The  genius  of  Robert  was  naturally  formed 
for  bold  and  adventurous  enterprizes  ;  and  fuccefs 
had  enflamed  the  ambition  of  his  youth,  Edv^ard 
his  brother  had  attended  him  in  all  hi^  fortunes, 
and  was  diftinguifhed  by  vigour  and  intrepidity®. 
Scarcely  had  Robert  been  inveflcd  with  the  royal 
dignity  of  Scotland,  when  this  afpiring  young 
lord  boldly  demanded,  as  the  juft  reward  of  his 
fervices,  to  be  admitted  to  an  equal  (hare  in  hit 
authority.  A  reqqifition  evidently  didated  by  a 
turbulent  and  ambitious  fpirit,  was  juftly  alarming 
to  a  ptince  fcarcely  confirmed  in  his  throne,  and 
fcnfible  of  the  dreadful  confequencc  of  any  civil 
commotion  or  infurredion.  Edward  was  for  the 
prefent  apparently  fatisfied  by  being  declared  and 
recognized  heir  apparent  to  the  crown.  But  Ro^ 
bert,  wifely  conlidering  the  neceffity  of  finding 
employment  for  the  a(aive  temper  of  his  brother, 
preferited  to  his  ambition  the  flattering  profped  of 
a  new  kingdom ;  urged  him  to  take  advantage  of 
the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  Iriflx  lords,  and 
affured  him  of  luch  efFed:ual  fupport  as  could  not 
fail  to  exterminate  his  rivals,  and  feat  him  on  the 
throne  of  Ireland.  Edward  was  tranfported  at  this 
overture,  and  at  once  cpnfentcd  to  the  entcrprize. 

The 
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The  chieftain^  of  Ulfter  were   afluccd  that  this 
lord    fhould  ^eedily  be  fent  to  their  deliverance 
with  a  confiderable  force.     The  intelligence  was 
fpread  through  their  province,  every  where  received 
with  joy,  and  the  way  prepared  for   a   dangerous 
fnd  extensive  infurredion. 
* 
The  impatience  of  young  Edward^  is  faid   to 
have  driven  him  to  a  precipitate  and  injudicious 
attempt  upon  ^he  Nortl;iern  coaflr  of  Ireland,  be- 
fore a  fufficient   fdrce  could  be. provided    for/ his 
cnterprize,  or  his  Irifh  partizans  prepared    to  de- 
clare in  favour  of  his  caufe.     The  attempt,  which 
was  fpcedily  repelled,  fhould  have  given  the  alarm 
to  an  adive  and  vigilant  government:  and    lord 
Edmund  Butler,  now  deputy  to  the  king  of  Eng'^ 
land,  adually  proceeded  to  take  meafures   for  the 
defence  and  fecurity  of  the  realm.     But  the  per- 
petual  remonftrances  made   to  the  king  of  the 
partial  and' irregular  adminiftration  of  juftice,   the 
degeneracy  of  the  EngUfh,  and  the  other  manifold 
diforders  of  Ireland,  induced  him  to  commiffion 
John  de  Hothom*",  a  clergyman  in  whom  he  pla- 
ced peculiar  confidence,  to  confer  with  the  great 
lords  on  the  ftate  and  circumftances  of  this  king- 
dom''.     By  his  advice,  as  well  as  that  of  Tome  of 
the  great  officers  of  ftate,  Richard  earl  of  Ulfter, 
the  lords  Edmund  Butler  and  Theobald  be  Verdun, 
noblemen  of  diftinguiftied  eminence,  and   whofe 
prcfence  in   Ireland. was  abfolutely  neceflary  upon 
any  critical  or  alarming  emergency,   were  fum- 
moned  to  parliament  in  England,  to  treat  (as  is 
expreflcd  in  the  writ)  with  the  king,   his  prelates, 
and  nobles,  about  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  other 
of  the  kings  arduous  and  urgent  concerns^*    Hap- 
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pily  they  returaed  early  in  the  cnfuing  fpring  : 
and  wc^  find  lord  Edmund  Butler,  the  chancellor, 
and  the  treafurer  of  Ireland,  inftru<5ted  to  deliver 
the  refult  of  their  deliberation,  not  only  to  the 
prelates,  nobles,  and  magiflrates,  but  to  the  pri|r 
cipal  chieftains  of  the  Irifli  race"" ;  whom  the  king 
diredls  to  give  due  credence  to  his  cotnnliffioners, 
iind  to  aflift  in  executing  the  fchemes  devifed  for 
the  general  intereft,  little  fufpefting  the  inveterate 
averfion  harboured  by  thefe  chieftains,  or  the 
peflilent  defigns  now  ripening  to  execution. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May*',  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifteen^  lord  Ed- 
ward Bruce  appeared  on  the  North-eaftern  coaft 
of  Ireland,  and,  from  a  fleet  of  three  hun- 
dred barks,  landed  fix  thoufand  hardy  Scots,  to 
aflert  his  claim  to  the  fovereignty  of  this  kingdom. 
The  Irifli  lords  of  Ulfter  who  had  invited  and  en- 
couraged him  to  this  enterprize,  were  now  pre- 
pared to  receive  their  new  monarch,  flockec}  with 
eagernefs  to  his  fl:andard,  bound  themfelves  by 
folemn  treaty  to  his  fervice,  delivered  their  hof- 
tages,  and  marched  under  his  command  to  wreak 
their  vengeance  upon  the  common  enemy.  The 
barbarous  policy  of  the  Scot,  which  obliged  him 
to  ftrikc  terrour  into  all  his  opponents,  and  the 
defperate  refentment  of  the  Irifli,  confpired  to 
mark  their  progrefs  by  defolation  and  carnage. 
The  Englifli  fettlers  of  the  North  were  butchered 
without  mercy,  or  driven  from  their  fairefl:  pof- 
feflions'in  a  moment;  their  caftles  levelled  to  the 
ground,  and  their  towns  fet  on  fire.  Dundalk, 
Atherdee,  and  other  places  of  lefs  note,  felt  the 
utmoft  fury  of  thefe  mercilefs  ravagers  ;  the  fame  of 
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whofe  progrefs  foon  reached  the  moft  diftant 
quarters  of  the  ifland,  and  was  received  with  tri- 
umph and  exultation  by  all  the  enemies  of  Englifli 
government,  though  the  Weftern  and  Southern 
chieftains  had  not  as  yet  taken  arms  in  favour  of 
the  Scottifh  prince. 

The  Englifh  lords  who  fhould  have  oppofed 
this  dangerous  invafion^,  were  neither  cordially 
united,  by  their  common  danger,  nor  duly  pre- 
pared to  repel  it.  Richard  earl  of  Ulfter,  indeed, 
rofe  up  with  fuch  forces  as  he  could  colledl,  in 
defence  of  his  poffeflions.  He  fummoned  his 
vaflals  to  attend  him  at  Rofcommon^  from  whence, 
marching  to  Athlone,  he  was  here  joined  by  Fed- 
lim  O'Conndr,  the  Irifli  prince  of  Conn  aught, 
with  his  provincial  troops.  So  that,  iffuing  forth 
through  the  territory  of  Meath,  he  entered  the 
Northern  province,  wafting  and  defolating  the 
diftridts  which  he  traverfed,  to/upply  the  necefli- 
ties  of  his  army.  Butler,  the  lord  deputy,  at  the 
fame  time,  exerted  his  diligence  to  colled:  the 
troops  of  Leinfter,  and  joined  the  earl  with  a  cpn- 
fiderable  reinforcement.  But  Richard,  whofe  de- 
clining vigour  was  fupplied  by  a  proud  and  impe- 
rious fpirit,  and  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  treat 
the  king's  vicegerent  as  his  inferiour,  difdained  this 
afliftance,  declared  that  his  own  troops  were  more 
than  fufficient  to  repel  the  Scots,  and  punifh  their 
adherents ;  advifing  the  deputy  to  return  to  the 
feat  of  government,  and  confine  his  attention  to 
the  fecurity  of  Leinfter.  Lord  Edmund  readily 
acquiefed ;  and  the  conduifk  of  this  war  was  en- 
trufted  folely  to  carl  Richard. 

But 
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But   the  pjofecution  of  the  war  by  no  means 
correfponded  With  his  magnificent  promifes :  and 
the  operations  on  both  fides  were  itideed  heceflarily 
retarded  by  a  feafon  of  remarkable  dearth  and  di-f 
ftrefs,  which  had  been  felt  through  all  the  Britifh 
iflands.     Bruce  in  the^.firft  ardour  of  fuccefis  had 
advanced  into  the  county  of  Louth.     The  earl 
followed ;  but  without  coming  to  a  decifive  aftion, 
ikirmiflied  with  the  enemy.    Bfuce  thus  harrafled, 
and  opprcfled  by  intolerable  fcarcity  of  provifions, 
followed  the  advice  of  his  chief  aflbciate,   O'Nial 
of  Tirowen,  and  retreated  into  Ulfter.     The  earl 
purfued ;  and  we  ^i^e  told,  that  after  feme  inconfi^ 
derable  a<5Uons,  a  general  battle  was  fought  near 
Colerain^,    which  ended  in  the   difcomfiture  of 
Richard,     However  this  may  be,    the  advantage 
could  not  be  efFedually  improved,  nor  was  the  carl 
prevented  from  carrying  on  the  war,     Bruce  was 
therefore  obliged  to  recnr  to  artifice  and  fecret  ncr 
gociation,  in  order  to  weaken  and  divide  the  forces 
of  his  entmy. 

Fedlim,  the  Irifh  prince  of  Connaughf",  who 
had  united  with  the  earl  of  Ulfter,  was  a  youth 
of  about  twenty-two  years,  diftinguifhed  by  a 
military  genius,  fpirited,  and  inexperienced ^  His 
prefent  connexion  had  been  formed  merejy  to  fc- 
cure  his  provincial  interefts,  and  to  defend  him 
againft  the  attempts  of  factious  rivals.  The  flat-e 
tering  idea .  of  glory,  and  the  pride  of  anceftry, 
were  ftill  :pr*edomina*nt  in  his  mind,  aqd  rendered 
him  a  proper  objed:  for  the  artifice  of  Bruce.  To 
him  the  Scbttifti  prince  fecretly  applied  :  he  repre- 
fented  hi?" prefent .  uni^Ji^gs  highly  diflionourable 
to  his  ftatiOn,  and  injurious  to  his  country  :  he 
/  \  reminded 

A  Camden.  d  Lib.  Clonmacnbife,  MS. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Ch.  5.        E    D    W    A.  R    D      IL      317 

reminded  him  of  the  power  and  poCkffions  which 
!  his  anceftors  had  enjoyed,  before  the  ufurpationa 
:  of  the  Englifh  had  confined  the  princely  family  of 
Connaughr  within  the  narroweft  and  moft  inglo- 
rious limits  :  he  entreated  him  no  longer  to  turji 
his  arms  inconfiderately  agairtft  thofe  who  were 
come  to  deHver  him  and  his  countrymen  fronx  op- 
preffion  and  ufufpation  ;  promifing  to  reinftate 
him  in  the  province  of  Connaught  in  as  ample  a 
manner  as  any  of  his  moft  diftinguifhed  predeceflbrs 
had  enjoyed  it,  provided  he  would  dpfert  the  Eng- 
lifli  intereft,  and  unite  with  his  northern  friends, 
as  foon  as  it  could  be  eflfedted  with  fafety  to  him- 
felf,  and  advantage  to  the  common  caufe* 

The  young  Ififh  prince  liftened  to  thefe  over* 
tures  with  cagernefs,  and  foon  fOund  more  than  a 
plaufible  pretence  to  detach  himfelf  from  the  earl 
of  Ulfter.     His   abfence   from  his  own  territory 
had  produced  the  eftedt  tifually  experienced  by  the 
Irifh  toparchs ;  and  encouraged  Roderic,   one  of 
his  fadious   kinfmen,  to   endeavour   to   fupplant 
him.   The  partizans  of  this  leader  were  colie(fted  ; 
his  opponents  readily  fubdued ;  and  thus  feizing 
the  Irifli  diflridt  of  Connaught,  he  entered  into  a 
negotiation  with  Edward  Bruce,  promifing  to  ex- 
pel  the  Englifli  from  the  whole  province,   if  he 
were  acknowledged  as  the  rightful  prince,    and 
fupported  in  the  honours  and  pplTemons  he   had 
now  acquired.    Bruce  readily  accepted  his  fervices, 
and  received  him  as  his   ally ;  reprefenting  at  the 
fame  time  the  extreme  folly  and  danger  of  divifion, 
entreating  him  to  leave  the  pofTeflions  of  Fedlim 
unmolefted,  and  to  fufpend  the  difcuflion  of  all 
particular  claims  and  pretenfionjr,  till  the  common 
enemy  fhould  be  iirft  fubdued,  and  the  reftoration 
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of  general  peace  might  allow  them  to  be  decided 
with  due  temper  and  propriety. 

RoDERic,  little  influenced  by  this  counfel% 
continued  to  augment  his  forces,  to  harrafs  the 
partizans  of  his  rival,  to  raze  and  burn  down  their 
towns,  until  he  had  obliged  the  feveral  fepts  to 
acknowledge  his  fovereignty,  and  to  give  hoftages 
for  their  faithful  attachment  to  his  intereft ;  fo 
that  Fedlim  was  obliged  to  propofe  to  the  earl  of 
Ulfter,  to  march  with  his  whole  army  into  Con- 
naught  to  expel  this  injurious  ufurper.  Although 
the  northern  enemy  were  too  formidable  to  permit 
the  earl  to  comply  with  this  overture,  yet  he  could 
not,  with  any  appearance  of  equity,  detain  the 
Irifll  chieftain  from  his  immediate  intcrefts.  Fed- 
lim was  difmifled  with  his  provincials,  amufing 
the  earl  with  flattering  afliirances  of  an  immediate 
return,  when  the  diforders  of  his  territory  fliould 
be  once  compofed.  But  the  Irifli  prince  was  foon 
convinced  that  the  progrefs  of  his  rival  had  been 
too  long  negleded,  and  that  his  power  was  now 
too' firmly  efl:abliflied.  The  northern  Irifh,  unac- 
quainted with  his  fecret  tranfadtions  with  Bruce, 
and  regarding  him  as  a  pefl:ilent  enemy,  harraflfed 
him  inceflantly  through  his  whole  march  j  and  no 
fobner  had  he  reached  a  place  of  fafety,  than  he 
had  the  mortification  to  find  it  neceflary  to  difmifs 
his  weakened  and  difpirited  followers. 

He  was  foon  followed  into  Connaught  by  the 
earl  of  Ulft:er  and  the  remaining  part  of  his  army. 
This  difmembered  body  had  bepn  obliged  to  retire 
before  the  northern  and  Scottifli  forces  :  nor  could 
the  leader -fecure  his  retreat  without  confiderable 

lofs. 
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lofs.  As  the  general  diftrefs  of  famine  prevented 
Bruce  from  purfuing  his  advantage,  after  fomc 
inefFedlual  progrefs,  he  again  retired ;  and  as  the 
forces  raifed  by  the  Englifli  government  fliared  in 
this  diftrefs,  he  remained  in  Ulfter  unmolefted, 
afTuming  the  parade  of  royalty,  holding  his  courts 
of  judicature,  and  afFeding  all  the  ftate  and  bufi- 
ncfs  of  a  fovereign,  till  new  incidents  enabled  him 
to  a6t  a  more  vigorous  and  important  part. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  carl  of  Ulfter  in  Con- 
naughf,  the  party  which  efpoufed  the  caufe  of 
Fedlim  immediately  aflembled  in  full  confidence 
that  their  chieftain  would  now  receive  effeftual 
fupport.  But  the  ftiattered  remains  of  a  difgraced 
and  difcomfited  army  could  but  enable  them  to 
make  a  predatory  war  upon  their  antagonift,  and 
.  to  aggravate  the  diftrcfles  of  the  province,  already 
worn  out  by  peftilence  and  famine  ;  till  the  arrival 
of  Sir  John  Bermingham,  a  valiant  and  diftin- 
guifhed  commander,  with  a  feleft  body  of  Englifli 
forces,  enabled  Fedlim  to  meet  his  rival  in  the 
field.  An  engagement,  which  ended  in  the  total 
defeat  and  death  of  Roderic,  reinftated  Fedlim  in 
his  poffeffions,  as  well  as  in  the  dignity  of  an  Irifli 
prince  :  and  as  gratitude  had  no  place  in  his  mind, 
the  very  firft  ufe  made  of  his  re-eftablifhment,  was 
to  declare  openly  and  zealoufly  in  favour  of  the 
Scottifli  intereft,  and  to  draw  the  fword  againft  his 
deliverers.  The  example  was  inftantly  followed 
by  O'Brien  of  Thomond,  and  other  Irifti  chieftains 
of  Munfter  and  Meath.  Induftrious  agents  were 
every  where  employed  to  foment  the  fpirit  of  in- 
furreiStion.  The  clergy  extolled  Bruce  as  the  pro- 
te^r  and  deliverer  of  their   country ;  inveighed 

bitterly 
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bitterly  againft  the  Englifli  government^  and  ex- 
horted the  ignorant  laity  to  take  up  arma  againft 
the  enemies  of  the  church  and  the  oppreflbrs  of 
the  people.  To  improve  thcfe  favourable  impref- 
lions,  Edward  Bruce  was  folcmnty  crowned  at 
Dundalk.  To  enable  him  to  fupport  his  dignity  ^^ 
his  brother  Robert  landed  in  Ireland  with  a  pow-* 
erful  army  }  and  although  the  general  dearth  and 
feverity  of  the  fcafon  obliged  him  to  return  before 
he  could  perform  any  diftinguiflied  fervice^  yet  that 
part  of  his  forces  which  he  left  behind  him  was 
no  inconfiderable  reinforcement  to  his  brother) 
and  was  ftill  further  encrcafed  by  a  conflux  of 
difcontented  Iriih,  together  with  numbers  of  de- 
generate Englifh,  and  among  thefe  the  Lacies  and 
their  numerous  followers^.  The  town  of  Carrick- 
fergus,  which  |iad  long  fupported  the  moft  vigo-* 
rous  affaults  of  the  Scottifti  troops,  and  patiently 
endured  the  moftaffli(a:ing  want  and  diftrefs,  now 
furrendered  to  Bruce ;  who,  quitting  his  defolated 
quarters  in  the  remoter  diftrifts  of  Ulfter,  marched 
fouthward  with  a  barbarous  army,  enflamed  to 
madnefs  by  the  violent  cravings  of  nature,  and 
prepared  to  glut  their  frantic  malice^  and  allay  the 
rage  of  hunger  by  the  bloodicft  hoftilities  and  moft 
ruthlefs  depredations. 

In  the  mean  time  the  English  lords,  alarmed  at 
the  danger  of  their  own  lands  and  pofleffions,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  realm,  proceeded  to  thie  moft 
effeiftual  meafufes  in  their  power  to  repel  the 
invafions  with  which  they  were  threatened,  both 
from  Con  naught  and  from  Ulfter.  Amidft  the 
treacherous  revolts  of  many  Engliflb  fubjefts,  and 
fome  of  confjderable   note,  the  allegiance  of  all 
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became  in  fome  degree  fufpicious''.  Several  of  the 
mofl:  diflinguiflied  lords  had  therefore  entered  into 
an  aiTociation  to  fupport  the  interefts  of  king  Ed- 
ward with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  gave  hoftages 
to  Hotham,  his  commiffioner,  as  a  furety  for  their 
faith  and  allegiance.  To  enliven  and  propagate 
this  fpiritx>f  loyalty,  the  royal  favour  was  extended 
to  the  moft  deferving  and  diftinguiflied  amongft 
them.  John  Fitz-Thomas,  baron  of  OThaly, 
was  created  earl  of  Kildare^:  lord  Edmond  Butler 
received  the  title  of  earl  of  Carrick.  The  chiefs 
t  of  the  noble  houfes  of  Defmond  and  Kildarc""  ex- 
erted themfelves  wiA  particular  vigour,  and  took 
a  principal  part  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  and 
the  provifions  neceffary  for  the  public  defence. 
At  the  fame  time  that  they  made  fuch  preparations 
as  were  in  their  power,  to  repel  the  irruptions  of 
the  Scots,  an  army  was  detached  into  Connaught, 
under  the  command  of  William  de  Burgho,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Ulfter,  and  Richard  de  Bermingham, 
to  chaftife  the  infolence  of  Fedlim  O'Connor. 
This  chieftain  had  feconded  the  efforts  of  Edward 
Bruce,  by  many  fpirited  irruptions  on  the  Englifh 
fettlements.  Stephen  of  Exeter,  Milo  Cogan, 
William  Pendergaft,  John  Staunton,  and  other 
gallant  knights,  had  been  furprifed  and  flain  in 
his  incurfions*".  But  he  foon  found  himfelf  en- 
countered by  an  army  which  required  all  his  power 
and  vigour  to  withftand.  His  forces  '  were  col- 
lected 5  and,  with  tlie  fpirit  of  a  warlike  young 
chieftain,  he  marched  againfl  his  formidable  inva- 
ders. The  contending  parties  met  near  the  town 
of  Athunree,  where  a  defpcralie  engagement  was 
at  length  determined  in  favour  of  the  Englifh 
Vol.  I.  Y  army  5 
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army ;  and  Fedlim  ended  his  fliort  career  by  falling 
irpon  the  field  of  battle.  The  lofs  of  the  Irifti  in 
this  a<aion  is  magnified  to  eight  thoufand  men. 
And  the  number  was  certainly  confiderable;  for 
even  the  Irifti  writers  declare,  that  no  engagement 
had  ever  been  fo  bloody  and  fo  decifive  from  the 
time  of  the  firft  Englifti  invafion. 

The  fall  of  his  Irtfh  confederate  of  Connaught 
feemed  to  have  little  influence  on  the  operations 
of  Edvirard  Bruce ;  who  proceeded  in  his  enter- 
prize,  and  continued  his  deftru6Uve  progrefs,  with- 
out reftraint  or  nwleftation,  to  the  very  walls  of 
Dublin*.  Hither  the  earl  of  Ulfter  had  retired,- 
and  in  this  time  of  fear  and  fttfpicion,  his  former 
inadive  and  inglorious  conduct  added  to  the  cir* 
cumftance  of  his  fifter  being  married  to  Robert 
king  of  Scotland,  raifed  fuch  apprehenfions  of  his 
fecret  difloyalty,  that  the  chief  magiftratc  of  the 
city  feized  arid  imprifoned  him ;  nor  could  all  the 
authority  of  Englifli  government  immediately 
eflFeft  his  enlargement.  Bruce  was  now  at  hand, 
to  encreafe  the  terrour  and  confternation  of  the 
citizens.  They  fet  fire  to  fhe  fuburbs  with  fuch 
precipitation,  that  their  cathedral  did  not  efcape 
•the  fury  of  the  flames  ;  and  retiring  within  their 
walls,  made  fuch  preparations  for  a  vigorous  de- 
fence, that  the  Scottifh  prince  deemed  it  expedient 
to  turn  afide  towards  the  territory  of  Kildarej 
through  which  he  marched  with  the  moft  terrify- 
ing execution,  under  the  diredlion  of  Walter  de 
Lacey^  who  had,  butjuftnow,  folemnly  difavowcd 
all  conneiSion  with  the  Scot,  anci  renewed  his  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  England.  He  tra- 
vcrfed  the  territory  of  Oflbry,  pierced  into  Munfter, 

and 
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and  continued  his  ravages,  not  like  a  gallant  con- 
querer,  but  a  favage  driven  on  furioufly  by  hunger 
and  neccffity. 

In  this  time  of  diftrefs  and  confufion,  the  friends 
of  Englifti  government  abandoned  to  their  own 
refources,  in  an  exhaufted  country"^,  furroundcd 
by  fecrct  enemies,  and  every  where  harraffed  by 
petty  depredations,  could  not  without  the  utmoft 
difficulty  coUeft  a  force  fufficient  to  ftop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Scot.  An  army  faid  to  confift  of  thirty 
thoufand,  including  a  vaft  number  of  irregular, 
unprovided,  and  inefFeftive  men,  was  at  length 
aflembled  at  Kilkenny.  The  Geraldines,  who  had 
now  forgotten  all  their  private  jealoufies  and  contefts 
with  other  noble  families,  prepared  to  march  out 
againft  the  ravager,  when  intelligence  arrived,  that 
Roger  Mortimer  of  Wigmore,  (a  nobleman  who, 
in  right  of  his  wife,  claimed  large  pofleflions  in 
Meath,  and  who  is  faid  by  fcone  hiftorians  to  have 
already  taken  a  part  in  the  prefent  war,  and  to 
have  been  defeated  by  Bruce)  had  arrived  at  Youg- 
hal,  with  a  train  of  about  forty  knights  and  their 
attendants,  to  take  upon  hini  the  adminiflration 
of  government ;  and  was  on'his  march  to  join  the 
main  body.  The  motions  of  his  enemies  were 
not  unknown  to  Bruce ;  who,  coqfcious  of  his 
own  real  weaknefs,  determined  to  avoid  an  engage- 
ment. His  only  refource  was  to  lead  his  harraffed 
army  back  to  Ulfter.  By  forced  marches  they 
arrived  in  Meath,  unmolefted ;  and  halting  for  fome 
days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trim,  from  thence 
proceeded  to  their  northern  quarters. 

Y  2  The 
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The  Englifli  forces  were  unable  to  purfue  the 
enemy  through  a  defolated  country  to  a  remote  cor- 
ner of  the  ifland''.  The  new  governour  therefore 
difmifled  his  army,  repaired  to  Dublin,  convened 
the  nobles  to  deliberate  on  the  meafures  neceflkry 
to  be  taken,  and,  with  their  concurrence,  prevailed 
on  the  magiftracy  to  releafe  the  earl  of  Ulfler  from 
his  confinement.  Thence  proceeding  to  Meath, 
he  endeavoured  to  compofe  the  diforders  of  this 
diftridl,  and  particularly  to  reduce  the  proud  and 
rebellious  family  of  .de  Lacey.  They  were  for- 
mally fummoned  to  appear  and  defend  themfelves 
again  ft  the  charge  of  a  treafonable  intercourfe  with 
the  king's  enemies.  But  inftead  of  abiding  a  ju- 
dicial examination,'  they  treated  the  fummons  as 
an  indignity  to  their  grandeur,  and  flew  the  mef- 
fenger  by  whom  it  was  delivered.  To  revenge 
this  outrage,  their  lands  were  invaded,  ravaged, 
and  feized,  and  they  themfelves  driven  for  flielter 
into  Connaught,  where  they  waited  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  unite  once  more  with  their  Scottifli 
ally.        4 

The  chief  employment  of  the  governour  was 
now  to  reprefs  the  Irifti  infurgents  of  Lcinfter,  to 
regulate  this  province,  to  corredt  the  abufes  of 
former  adminiftrations,  and  to  apply  the  moft 
efFedlual  remedies  in  his  power  to  the  rnanifold 
diftrefles  which  the  Englifli  fubjedts  had  long  ex- 
perienced, as  well  as  the  Irifli  natives.  The 
Englifli  intereft  feemed  to  revive  under  a  fpirited 
and  well  fupported  government,  while  the  affairs 
of  the  invaders  became  every  day  more  defperate^. 
The  fentence  of  excommunication  was  thundered 
from  the  papal  chair  againft  all  the  enemies  of  king 

Edward. 
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Edward,  Robert  and  Edward  Bruce  were  ex- 
communicated by  name.  The  fame  dreadful  fen- 
tence  was  denounced  againft  the  Irifli  clergy  of 
every  order,  who  had  preached  with  fo  much  zeal 
to  excite  their  countrymen  to  infurre<9:ion.  This 
interpofition  of  the  pontiff  had  been  expedted ; 
and  to  guard  againft  it,  thofe  Irifli  who  had  united 
with  the  Scots  had  the  precaution  to  difpatch  their 
cmlffaries  to  Rome  with  an  affedting  remonftrancc 
prefented  in  thename  of  t^'Nial",  on  the  prefent 
ftate  of  their  nation,  and  the  cruel  hardfliips  they 
had  long  endured  from  Englifli  government.  They" 
recited  the  conditions  on  which  Adrian  had  firft 
permitted  Henry  the  fecond  to  enter  into  Ireland. 
Far  from  fliewing  the  leaft  attention  to  thefe,  both 
he  and  his  fuccefTors,  they  alledged,  had  loaded 
the  natives  with  unheard-of  afflidlions  and  op- 
preflions,  reducing  them  to  a  ftate  of  intolerable 
flavery  :  in  which  they  had  long  remained  without 
compaflion  or  redrefs  ;  till,  no  longer  able  to  en- 
dure the  feverity  of  their  fufferings,  they  had  been 
forced  tcf  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  dominion 
of  England,  and  to  invite  anothef  pow^r  to  the 
government  of  their  realm.  And  fuch  was  the 
cffedt  of  this  remonftrance  upon  the  pope,  that 
foon  after  the  fentences  of  excommunication  were 
promulged,  he  tranfmitted  it  to  king  Edward, 
attended  with  an  earneft  exhortatioir^,  to  Weigh  the 
complaint,  and  to  redrefs  their  grievances  ;  that 
fo  the  Irifli  who^had  taken  arms  in  favour  of  the 
Scottifli  prince  might  be  induced  to  return  to  their 
allegiance,  or  be  left  without  excufe,  fliould  they 
perfift  in  their  revolt.         \ 

This 
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This  application  doth  not  appear  to  hav^bcen 
attended,  nor  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of  things  could  it 
be  attended,  with  any  immediate  confequences.  In 
the  mean  time  the  diftrefles  of  Edward  Bruce,  in 
his  ftate  of  inadtive  retirement,  rofe  to  a  degree  of 
fufFcring,  horrible  to  be  related.  A  country  defo- 
lated  by  famine,  peftilence,  and  war,  afforded  no 
fubfiftence  to  his  wretched  followers.  Every  mi- 
ferable  provifion  for  the  neceflitics  of  life  had  been 
cxhaufted  by  their  repeated  excurfions.  They 
daily  fell  in  great  numbers,  under  the  oppreffion 
of  difeafc  and  famine.  Their  carcafTcs,  we  arc 
affured,  became  the  fubfiftence  of  the  wretched 
furvivors.  The  hideous  incident  is  related,  not 
only  without  the  leaft  expreflion  of  fenfibility,  but 
with  fuch  hardened  indifference,  and  a  folly  fo 
provoking,  that  it  is  imputed  as  a  judgment  on 
their  enormous  offence  of  eating  meat  in  Lent". 
In  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  where  agriculture 
had  not  been  totally  interrupted,  the  return  of  a 
fruitful  feafon  proved  a  critical  relief,  and  enabled 
the  Englifh  to  refumc  their  military  opdrations^. 
A  defeat,  which  they  had  fuftained  in  Thomond, 
and  which  had  been  attended  with  confiderable 
lofs,  obliged  them  to  take  vigourous  meafures  to 
repair  the  misfortune,  and  to  maintain  their  inter- 
eft  in  this  province.  The  northern  enemies,  how- 
ever, were  by  qo  means  negleded.  On  the  return 
of  Mortimer  into  England,  the  archbifhops  of 
Caftiel  and^  of  Dublin  were  fucceflively  deputed  to 
the  adminiftration.  This  latter  prelate  afligned 
the  command  of  the  forces  deftined  againft  the 
Scots  to  Sir  John  Berminghaoi,  who  marched  into 
Ulftcr  with  feveral  diftinguifhed  officers  in  his 
train,  and  about  fifteen  hundred   chofcn   troops. 

Bruce, 
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3ruce,  ^after  all  his  lo0j^s^  had  ftill  an  army  more 
than  double  of  this  nymber :  and  weakened  and 
difordpred  a^  they  were,  the  romantic  valour  of 
their  leader,  was  ftill  confident  and  violent.     He 
is    faid  to  have  received  advice  that   his  brother 
Robert  was  on  the  point  of  coming  to  his  aflift^ 
ance'',  and  jealous  of  admitting  him  to  (hare  his 
military  honours,  purpofedly  haftened   his  march 
to  decide  the  conteft  by  his  own  prowefs^.     The 
two  parties  met  near  Dundalk ;  the  Sqots  and  their 
aflbciates,  \animated  by  the  hopes  of  putting  an 
happy  end  to  their  diftreffes^  encouraged  by  the 
impetuous  valour  of  their  leader,  and  relying  on 
their  fuperiour  numbers,  were  impatient  to  en- 
counter an  enemy,  who  had  often  fled  before  them. 
The  Englifti  conduced  by  an  able  general,  well 
provided  and  appointed,  were  equally  impatient  to 
exterminate  thofe  invaders  who  had  fo  feverely  har- 
raffed  and  diftreffed  the  whole  nation.     The  pre- 
late of  ^rmagh,  a  zealous  partizan  of  the  Englifli 
interefts,  went   through   their   ranks^,   exhorting 
them  to  behave  with  due  valour  againft  the  ene- 
mies of  their  nation,  and  the  mercilefs  ravagers  of 
their   poflfeflions  ;    diftributing   his    benedictions, 
and  pronouncing  abfolution  on  all  thofe  who  fhould 
fall  in  a  caufe  fo  juft  and  honourable.   The  conflidt 
was  violent,  and  fuftained  on  each  fide  with  equal 
bravery  ;  but  at  length  decided  againft  the  enfee- 
bled northerns.     The  body  of  Maupas,  a  brave 
Englifli  knight,  who  had  rufhed  into  the  ranks  to 
encounter  Edward  Bruce,  was  found  ftretched  on 
that  of  his  antagonift,  who  had  fallen  by  his  arm"". 
Robert  Bruce  arrived  with  his  forces  only  to  hear 
of  the  defeat  of  his  unhappy  brother,  and  inftantly 
retired.     The  Englifli  leader  when  he  had  firft 
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expelled  O'Nial^,  the  chief  fupporter  of  the  Scots, 
from  his  territory -of  Tirowen,  led  back  his  vido- 
rious  troops,  and  foon  after  received  the  earldom 
of  Louth,  and  manor  of  Atherdee,  as  the  reward* 
of  his  diftinguifhed  fervices. 

Such  was  the  event  of  this  Scottifli  invafion  ^ 
an  enterprize  rafhly  undertaken  by  an  afpiring 
young  prince,  who  for  almoft  three  years  had  piir- 
fued  the  wild  fcheme  of  his  ambition,  through 
danger  and  calamity,  involving  the  nation,  which 
he  fought  to  govern,  in  greater  diftrefs  than  a 
diftreffed  and  afflifted  nation  had  experienced  for 
ages  J  and  doling  the  bloody  roll  of  thofe  his 
madnefs  had  deftroyed,  by  his  own  untimely  end. 
Unhappily  for  Ireland,  the  calamities,  which  this 
war  had  introduced^  were  of  fuch  a  kind  as  could 
not  ceafe  with  their  immediate  caufe.  The  difmal 
effedls  of  war,  efpecially  in  a  country  circumftanced 
as  Iceland  was  at  this  time,  are  not  to  be  ej^mated 
folely  by  the  troops  loft  in  battle,  or  the  towns 
taken :  thofe  which  hiftory  deigns  not  to  record 
were  yet  more  affliding  and  extenlive.  The  op- 
preffion  exercifed  with  impuhity  in  every  particular 
diftridt ;  the  depredations  every  where  committed 
among  the  inferiour  orjders  of  the  people,  not  by 
open  enemies  alone,  but  thofe  who  called  them-^ 
felves  friends  and  protedors,  and  who  juftified 
their  outrages  by  the  plea  of  lawful  authority  ; 
their  avarice  and  cruelty,  their  plundering  and 
maflacres,  were  ftill  more  ruinous  than  the  defeat 
of  an  army,  or  the  lofs  of  a  city.  The  wretched 
fuiFerers  had  neither  power  to  repel,  nor  law  to 
reftrain  or  vindicate  their  injuries.  In  times  of 
general  commotion,  laws  the  moft  wifely  framed 

and 
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and  moft  equitably  adminiftrcd,  are  but  of  little 
moment •  But  now  the  very  fource  of  public  juf- 
tice  was  corrupted  and  poifoned.  The  diftinftion 
maintained  between  the  Iriflh  foedary  and  the  Eng^ 
lifli  fubjefl,  and  the  different  modes  of  jurifdiftion 
by  which  each  was  governed,  every  day  demon- 
ftrated,  by  its  miferable  effefls,  the  iniquity  of 
^ofe  who  had  favoured  this  horrid  and  infatuated 
policy, 

^  The  murder  of  an  Iri(hman  was  punifliable 
only  by  a  fine°  ;  a  flight  reflraint  on  the  rage  of 
infolence  and  rapine ;  while  the  murder  of  an  Eng- 
liftiman  was  a  capital  offence  in  the  Irifli  native. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Englifhman  who  robbed 
or  plundered  one  of  his  own  countrymen  was 
condemned  to  death  :  the  Irifhman  convi<a:e4  of 
the  like  crimes  was  remitted  to  hi*  Brehon,  who 
might  allow  him  to  compound  for  his  offence  :  an 
indulgence  which  tempted  numbers  of  difordeted 
Englifh  to  renounce  their  name  and  nation,  to 
adopt  the  manners,  and  conform  to  the  wretched 
polity  of  the  natives ;  and  produced  a  dangerous 
relaxation  and  abufe  even  in  the  Englifh  tribunals. 
The  judges,  either  by  the  force  of  pernicious  ex- 
ample, or  from  the  neceffity  of  a  diflempered  flate^ 
afTumed  an  authority  of  compounding  by  fine  even 
for  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  homicide ;  which 
encreafed  the  number  of  delinquents,  and  gave 
full  fcope  to  their  lawlefs  violence,  confident  that 
a  fum  of  money  could  attone  for  their  excefTes, 
and  leave  them  at  full  liberty  to  wreak  the  bloodi- 
efl  vengeance  on  their  accufers.  This  evil  was  fo 
feverely  felt  during  the  Scottifh  war,  that  the  Irifli 
council  reprefcnted  the  pernicious  innovation  to  the 
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king  of  England,  with  all  its  dreadful  confequenccs, 
carneftly  petitioning  that  no  pardon  or  redemption 
for  any  murder  or  robbery  of  an  Englijfli  fiibjc<a 
Ihould  be  granted,  but  in  full  parliament^ ;  and 
for  this  purpofc  patticulafly,  that  a  parliament 
fhould  be  held  in  Ireland  once  in  every  year.  And 
there  is  authority  for  aflerting  that  an  ordinance 
was  made  in  confcquence  of  this  application,  and 
in  full  compliance  with  the  requeft. 

But  whatever  falutary  inftitutions  might  be  or- 
dained, a  general  difinclination  in  the  peoj[4e  to 
obey  them,  and  too  good  grounds  to  hope  for  im- 
punity in  their  negledt  or  refiftance,  proved  fuffi- 
cient  to  defeat  their  good  effedts.  Such  was  the 
blind  rage  with  which  the  degenerate  Englifli 
ruflied  into  the  excefles  of  rapine,  that  they  renoun- 
ced their  right*  as  fubjefts,  at  the  imminont  danger 
of  their  lives,  which  were  thus  rendered  more 
precarious  and  defencelefs  ;  and  even  the  Iriih, 
who  were  denizened,  could  not  at  once  diveft  them- 
felves  of  prejudice  and  habit.  They  were  afto- 
nifhed  to  find,  that  felony  was  to  be  puniflied 
capitally,  and  abfolutely  refufed  obedience  to  fo 
fevere  a  jurifdidion^.  So  that  a  fpecial  ordinahce 
was  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  Edward  the 
fecond,  that  all  the  Irifji  who  had  received,  or 
fhould  receive,  charters  of  denization,  were  for 
the  future  to  be  ftridtly  obedient  to  the  Englifli 
laws  in  this  particular  inftance. 

But  neither  a  lawlefs  difpofition  in  the  people 
to  be  governed,  nor  any  irregular  and  partial  ex- 
ecution of  juftice  in  the  minifters,  who  appear  to 

have 
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have  been  at  this  time  notorioufly  corrupt  and 
infufficient"^,  were  the  only  evils  vsrhich  had  arifen 
during  the  courfe  of  this  unhappy  war  ;  for  the 
fupport  whereof,  as  Davis  obfervcs,  *'  the  revenue 
**  of  tht  land  was  far  too  fhort,  and  yet  no  fupply 
**  of  treafure  was  fent  out  of  England."  The 
conipendious  Irifh  method  of  quartering  the  fol- 
diers  on  the  inhabitants,  and  leaving  them  to  fup- 
port themfelves  by  arbitrary  exadtions^  feemed  to 
have  been  pointed  out  by  the  urgent  occafion,  was 
adopted  with  alacrity,  and  executed  with  rigour* 
Riot,  rapine,  maflacrc,  and  all  the  tremen(fous 
cfFedts  or  anarchy,  were  the  natural  confequences. 
Every  inconfiderable  party,  who,  under  pretence 
of  loyalty,  received  tne  king's  commiffion  to  repel 
the  adverfary  in  fome  particular  diftrift,  became 
peftilent  enemies  to  the  inhabitants.  Their  pro- 
perties, their  lives,  the  chaftity  of  their  families, 
were  all  expofed  to  barbarians,  who  fought  only 
to  glut  their  brutal  paflions  ;  and  by  their  horrible 
cxceffes,  faith  the  annalift,  purchafed  the  curfe  of 
God  and  man^.  The  Englifli  freeholder  aban- 
doned his  lands  rather  than  endure  the  burden  of 
impofitions  intolerably  fevere,  attended  with  fuch 
dreadful  circumftances  of  outrage  :  he  fled  to  the 
haunts  of  the  Irifti  infurgents,  conne<9:ed  and  al- 
lied himfelf  with  thefe,  learned  their  language  and 
manners,  and  marched  out  with  them  againft  the 
common  enemy  ;  while  his  lands  were  refumed  by 
the  barbarous  natives  as  their  original  and  rightful 
property. 

The  fame  method  of  arbitrary  exadions"  {pxcoyne 
and  livery  J  as  it  was  called)  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  foldicry,  was  alfo  adopted  by  lords  of  confi- 
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derable  note  and  confcquencc  ;.  and  particularly, 
bfegan  at  this  time  to  be  cxercifed  with  great  feve- 
rity  by  Maurice  Fitz-Thomas  of  Defmond.  His 
miniilers  of  rapine,  in  a  fhort  time,  baniflied  all 
the  Englifh  fettlers  from  the  counties  of  Kerry, 
Limerick,  Cork,  and  W'aterford ;  whofe  lands 
were  feized  by  the  followers  of  this  lord,  a  mixed 
rabble,  moftly  of  the  Irifli  race,  and  all  infeded 
with  the  moft  pernicious  part  of  Irifh  manners^ 
Defmond  himfelf,  faith  Sir  John  Davis,  taking 
wlj^t  fcopes  he  beft  li^ed  for  his  demefnes  in  every 
country,  and  referving  an  Irifli  feniory  out  of  the 
reft. 

Possessions  thus  acquired  could  not  be  main** 
tained  by  the  juft  and  equitable  law  of  England, 
whofe  fentence  muft  have  difpoflcffed  the  ufurpers, 
and  reftored  the  rightful  owners  to  rfieir  lands. 
Maurice  and  his  partizans  had  therefore  hut  one 
method  to  fecure  their  prefent  acq.uifi,tions,  an  utter 
renunciation  of  Englifh  law  and  government.  He 
degenerated  into  an  Irifh  chieftain,  and  fupported 
a  barbarous  ftate  over  all  his  followers  ;  they  loon 
united  into  one  mafs,  Englifli  and  Irifli  equally 
difdaining  all  falutary  difcipline  and  polity,  and 
finking  into  the  utmoft  rudenefs  of  moaners ; 
knowing  and  acknowledging  no  other  power  but 
that  of  their  immediate  chieftain.  The  pernici^ 
ous  example  was  followed  by  other  lords  :  for  the 
power  and  influence  thus  acquired  by  Maurice  was 
an  enviable  objedt.  In  various  (Quarters  of  the 
ifland,  the  more  powerful  of  the  Englifli  race,  by 
the  fame  arbitrary  exaftions  and  opprefllons,  ba- 
niflied the  inhabitants,  and  eredted  themfelves  into 
independent  fovereigns.  The  difcontented  natives 
were  thus  encouraged  to  rife  up  in  arms, -even   in 
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the  territories  of  Leinfter,  when  the  Englifh  fet-^ 
tiers  had  been  driven  either  into  their  native  coun- 
try, or  to  the  Irifh  fepts^.  The  only  meafure 
taken  in  the  diftradions  of  England,  and  the 
weaknefsof  Irifti  government,  was  that  of  enabling 
(ome  futile  ordinances  againft  thofe  impofitions 
which  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  this  diforder, 
without  power  tp  enforce  obedience. 

In  a  country  where  the  Englifh  intereft  was 
thus  fenfibly  declining,  one  would  imagine  that 
few  rcfources  could  be  found  br  fought,  for  the 
neceffities  of  England.  Yet  the  weak  and  inju- 
«<iicious  attempt  on  Scotland,  in  the  year  one  thou-* 
fand  three  hundred  and  twenty-two>  was  made  the 
pretence  for  calling  off  thofe  forces  from  Irfland^ 
which  fhould  have  been  employed  againft  domeftic 
enemies.  And  the  pope,  with  a  compofed  infen- 
fibility  to  the  diftrefTes  of  a  diftant  country,  granted 
to  king  Edward  a  tenth  of  all  the  Englilh  revenues 
in  Ireland  for  two  years.  The  laity  were  duly 
obedient,  and  led  theif  troops  into  Scotland.  The 
clergy  were  more  refradory.  They  might  have 
pleaded  the  general  diflrefs  of  their  nation,  and 
their  own  total  inability.  But  ^hey  had  to  deal 
with  thofe  who  were  not  to  be  influenced  by  Argu- 
ments of  reafon  and  equity.  They  had  therefore 
recouffe  to  evafion :  they  demanded  the  pope's 
original  bull  3  and  as  this  was  not  produced,  they 
refufed  to  pay  the  fubfidy. 
«  • 

The  difordered  ftate  of  England,  which  had 
encouraged  this  fpirit  of  difobedience,  and  aggra- 
vated, if  not  originally  occafioned  all  the  diftrefTes 
of  Ireland,  ended  at  length   in   the  ruin  of  the 

weak 
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weak  and  wretched  Edward  ;  who,  in  the  extre^^ 
mity  of  diftrefs,  made  a  fruitlefs  effort  to  throw 
himfelf  into  the  arms  of  his  Irifli  fuhjedts.  Had 
he  gained  this  ifland,  the  horrible  cataftrophc  of 
his  death  might  have  been  prevented  ;  and  even 
his  difpofition  at  leaft  fufpended.  But  the  tri- 
umph of  his  enemies  was  complete.  Among  the 
articles  of  accufation  urged  againft  the  king,  they 
infulted  hini  with  the  lofs  of  his  dominions  in 
Ireland,  as  if  this  were  not  more  juftly  chargeable 
to  their  own  perfidy  and  rebellion. 
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Prefent  diforders  of  Ireland  Jimilar  to  thofe  oj  Eng-- 
land. — Attempt  to  ejlablijh  a  feat  of  learning  in 
Dublin. — Diforders  from  malice  and  fuperjiition. 
State  of  Ireland  on  the  (iccejfion  of  Eaward  the 
third. —  Pride  and  contention  of  the  Engli/h  fa- 
milies. — The  king  interpofes, — Irijh  of  Leinjier 
petition  for  a  general  denization^ — but  without 
efeSl. — They  rife  in  arms  under^  the  leading  of 
O'Brien.-^Their  progrefs. — Their  cruelty. — Re- 
pelledby  the  citizens  of  Wexford. — Maurice  Fitz- 
Thomas  invited  to  Jerve  againji  the  Irijh  enemy. — 
Created  earl  of  Defmond. — His  exalt  ions. — His 
power. "^^Pernicious  grants  of  Palatinates. — 
O'Brien  fill  in  arms. — Vigour  of  Sir  Anthony 
Lucey. — Secret  abettors  of  the  enemy  feized. — 
William  Bermingham  executed. — Edward  declares 
a  defgn  of  vijiting  Ireland. — Preparations  for 
his  expedition. — His  realpurpofe. — His  expedition 
to  Scotland. — Treaties  with  the  Irijh  enemy. — 
Ajfajination  of  the  earl  of  TJlJier. — Fatal  ^confe- 
quences  of  this  event. -^--Irruptions  of  O'Nial. — 
Mac-William. — Loyalty  and  zeal  of  the  Gerald- 
dines. — Edward  provoked  at  the  diforders  of 
Ireland. — Rigourous  ediSls. — All  of  Irijh  birth 
difqualifed  to  hold  offices. — Irijh  fubjeSls  dange- 
roujjy  iffcenfed. — Sir  John  Morris  chief  governour 
defpifed. — Convention  of  Kilkenny. ^Spirited  rc^ 
monjlrance  and  petition  to  the  throne  favourably 
received. 

THE  diforders  of  Ireland  which  had  gradually 
encreafed  and  extended  through  the  Englifh 
fettlements,  and  been  felt  in  all  their  feverity  from 
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the  Scottifli  invafion,  difpofe  us  to  regard  the 
colleftion  of  inhabitants,  both  of  the  Englifh  and 
Irifli  race,  as  remarkably  barbarous  beyond  the 
example  of  their  co temporaries  in  any  other  part 
of  Europe.  The  gloomy  profped:  is  not  relieved 
by  any  great  and  ftriking  objedbs,  by  revolutions, 
foreign  expeditions,  important  vidlories,  or  exten- 
fivq  conquefts.  The  attention  is  painfully  confined 
to  the  worfl:  and  mofl:  odious  part  of  human  con- 
dudt,  which  in  times  of  civility  and  refinement 
muft  be  confidered>  and  ought  to  be  reprefented, 
with  abhorrence.  But  it  muft  be  obferved,  for  it 
may  be  of  ufe  in  guarding  againft  national  pre- 
judice and  partialities,  that  the  internal  diforders 
of  England  during  the  fame  period  were  not  only 
as  grievous,  but  precifely  of  the  fame  kind,  and 
derived  from  the  fame  fources  with  thofe  which 
ftrike  us  fo  forcibly  in  Ireland^ 

The  eftate  of  an  Englifh  baron  was  managed 
by  his  bailiffs,  and  cultivated  by  his  villains ;  its 
produce  was  confumed  in  ruftic  hofpitality  by  the 
baron  and  his  officers ;  a  number  of  idle  retainers, 
ready  for  any  mifchief  or  diforder,  were  maintained 
by  him :  all  who  lived  upon  his  eftate  were  abfo- 
lutely  at  his  difpofal.  Inftead  of  applying  to  courts 
of  juftice,  he  ufually  fought  redrefs  by  open  force 
and  violence.  The  great  nobility  werq^  a  kind  of 
independent  potentates,  w(io,  if  they  fubmitted 
to  any  regulations  at  all,  were  lefs  governed  by  the 
municipal  law,  than  by  a  rude  fpecies  of  the  law 
of  nations. 

This  is  the  defcription  of  an  admired  Englifh 
hiftorian "" :  and  if  we  were  to  delineate  the  man- 
ners 
,     N  Hume,  V.  ii.  ^to,  p.  153. 
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ners  of  the  mofl:  unrefined  Irifh  fepts,  we  might 
fairly  adopt  the  very  fame  terms.  Add  to  this  the 
vices  of  the  EngUfh  nobility,  which  the  fame 
writer  enumerates,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
third,  the  outrages  and  intolerable  abufe  of  pur^. 
veyance,  the  interruption  of  the  courfe  of  law  from 
grants  of  franchifcs  and  immunities,  levying  ex- 
orbitant fines,  unjuft  pardoning  of  criminals^, 
confederacies  formed  by  great  lords^  in  mutual  fup^ 
port  of  their  iniquity,  and  the  numberlefs  robberies, 
murders,  and  ravifhmcnts  comniitted  by  their  re- 
tainers ;  and  the  whole  pidure  both  of  the  Englifh 
and  the  native  inhabitants  of  Ireland^  is  exaftly 
delineated.  Their  vices  were  odious ;  but  they 
were  the  vices  of  the  time,  not  the.  excefTes  of 
fome  peculiarly  odious  individuals.  Thefe  rufhed 
forward  with  their  neighltours  in  the  courfe  of 
corruption,  and  were,  if  poflible,  lefs  unpardon- 
able, as  their  temptations  were  ftronger,  and  the 
government  thisy  infulted*  lefs  refpedlable.  If  a 
vigourous  and  renowned  monarch  could  not  reftrain 
the  excefles  of  a  liofentious  nobility,  what  ftiould 
be  expedted  from  the  weak  and  unfupported  ad-* 
miniftration  of  an  Irifli  deputy  ?       '  . 

Some  few  prelates  of  Ireland  labouj^d*^,  with  a 
fpirit  becoming  their  reverend  fundion,  to  give  a 
check  to  the  vices  and  diforders  of  the  realm,  by 
the  introdudtion  of  that  which  in  their  days  was 
eftecmed  civility,  and  that  which  was  honoured 
as  learning.  Two  fucceflive  archbifliops  of  Dublia 
had,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fecond,  laboured 
to  eftablifh  an  univerfity  in  Dublin,  not  only 
for  the  ftudy  of  theology,,  but  that  of  the  civil 
and  canon  law,  (hen  a  fafbionable  part  of  literature 
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in  Europe.  The  pontificate  to  which  they  applied 
made  no  difficulty  to  grant  their  fuit ;  and  arch- 
bifhop  Bricknor  aftually  proceeded  in  the  year 
thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  to  eredt  and  model  an 
academical  body  in  this  city,  in  which  degrees 
were  conferred,  and  ftudies  (o  long  continued, 
that  Edward  the  third  enlarged  the  original  endow- 
ment, and  by  fpecial  writ,  granted  his  proteftion 
and  fafe-condu6t  to  the  ftudents,  thirty-eight  years 
after  the  firft  eftabliftiment  of  this  feminary.  But 
the  penetration  of  its  founder  was  not  equal  to  his 
zeal.  He  chofe  the  moft  unfavourable  feafon  for 
his  undertaking,  when  every  part  of  the  ifland  was 
remarkably  diftreffed  and  difordered.  The  infti- 
tution  languifhed  for  fome  jrears  amidft  comniotion 
and  anarchy,  and  at  length  expired, 

4 

And  at  the  very  time  when  this  upright  and 
ingenuous  prelate  was  exerting  himfelf  for  the 
improvement  and  refinement  of  his  country,  the 
caufe  of  ignorance  and  barbari/m  was  not  without 
its  abettors,  even  among  his  own  order.  Richard 
Ledred  bifliop  of  Oflbry,  a  man  of  violent  paffions, 
and  a  proud  and  vindictive  fpirit,  contrived,  from 
what  private  motive  or  provocation  doth  not  appear, 
to  raife  fuch  confufion  in  his  diocefe  as  foon  en- 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  whole  ifland.  A 
woman  of  fome  diftinftion^,  called  Alice  Ketler, 
with  her  fon  and  fome  of  her  dependents,  were 
accufed  of  witchcraft  in  his  fpiritual  court.  One 
of  thefe  dependents  was  condemned  and-  executed, 
the  fon  confined  irt  prifon ;  the  lady,  though  the 
charge  cduld  liot  be  clearly  ejftablilfhed  againft  her, 
yet,  oh  a  new  accufdtion  of  herefy,  was  tried, 
convifted,'  and  condettined  to  the  flafties.  Arnold 
'  ^  de 
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dc  la  Pocr,  one  of  the  naagiftrates  of  Kilkenny^ 
who  efpoufcd  the  caufq  of  thefe  unhappy  culprits, 
was  alfo  charged  with  hwefy  by  the  bifhop ;  h^  ap- 
pealed to  the  chief  juftice,  the  prior  pf  XUtnain- 
ham,  who  countenanced  and  protefted  hw :  the 
infolent  prelate  inftantly  extended  his  accufation  to 
the  juftice,  who  now  found  it  difficult  to  fecure 
himfelf,  and  left  his  wretched  client  de  la  Pocr  to 
expire  in  prifon*     A  new  weapon  was  thus  found 
to  execute  the  private  reyp^ge  of  individuals,  and 
aggravate   the  public    calamaties.     Herefy  was  a 
word  of  horrour,  even  to  thofe  who  were  every  day 
breaking  through  the  moft  facred  bonds  of  religi- 
on and  humanity.     The  oppreffqr,  the  ravager,  the 
murderer,  was  zealous  to  approve  himfelf  a  true  fon 
of  the  church,  and  to  execute  her  vengeance  on 
all  her  enemies^.    Adam  Duff,  a  man  of  a  cpnfi- 
dcrable  Iri(h  family  in  Leinfter,   was  feized  and 
burnt  for  herefy.     His  offence  was  aggravated  by 
a  charge  of  horrid  and  fenfdefs  blafphemyj  juft 
as  Ketler  had  her  facramental  wafer  impreff^d  with 
the  devil's  name,  and  an  ointment  to  convert  her 
ftaff  into  a  witch's  vehicle.     At  length,  the  mif- 
chief,  thus  fpread  abroad,  reverted  upon  its  au- 
thor.    The  bifliop  of  Offory  himfelf  was  by  his 
metropolitan  formally  accufed    of  berefy>    and 
obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  Jo  appeal 
to  the  apoftojic  fee,  leaving  his  country  free  from 
the  miferable  confequences  pf  folly  and  fqpefftitioij 
operating  in  favour  of  perfonal  animofity  gpd  re- 
venge. 

In  the  mean  time",  both  the  great  lords  of  the 
Englifhrace,  and  the  Irifh  phieftain^,  on  thej^c-. 
fccflion  of  Edward  the  third,  pwrfuted  their  fever*! 

Z  2  fchemes 
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fchemcs  of  private  intcreft  or  ambition,  with- 
out regard  to  the  rojral  authority"",  much  lefs  to 
the  delegated  power  of  an  Irifli  chief  governour. 
Thomas  Fitz-John,  earl  of  Kildare,  had  been 
conftituted  lord  juftice  of  Ireland :  and  the  firft 
lymptoms  of  diforder  appeared  in  the  total  negled 
of  his  authority,  and  the  infolent  afFeftation  of  in- 
dependence in  feveral  of  the  Englifli  lords.  Kil- 
dare, with  becoming  fpirit,  endeavoured  to  make 
them  fenfiblc  of  his  authority  j  and  when  his 
efforts  were  not  fufficiently  effciftual,  reprefentcd 
his  fituation  to  the  king,  and  the  diftrefs  to  which 
he  was  expofed  in  his  adminiftration,  by  the 
infolence  of  fome  diftinguiflied  fubjedts  of  the 
realm"".  This  produced  a  letter  from  Edward  to 
Maurice  of  Defmond,  the  earl  of  Louth,  James 
Butler,  Maurice  Rochford,  and  John  de  la  Poer, 
ilriaiy  enjoining  them'  oh  their  allegiance,  and  at 
their  peril,  to.  pay  due  obedience  and  fubmiffion 
to  his  chief  governour,  and  to  concur  with  him  in 
prefervation  of  the  general  peace  and  interefts  of 
the  crown. 

But  the  royal  mandate  was  of  little  moment 
when  Maurice  of  Defmond  had  received  a  perfonal 
affront.  De  la  Poer  had  prefumed  to  call  him  in 
contempt  THE  RYMER,an  offence  not  to  be  expiated 
but  by  a  bloody  war"".  Maurice,  with  his  afToci- 
ates/  Butler  and  Bermingham,  immediately  took 
the  field  againfl  de  la  Poer  and  his  confederate  de 
Burgho.  In  vain  did  Kildare  interpofe,  remonftrate, 
fummon  them  to  appear  before  him,  and  to  fub- 
tnit  their  cdritefts  to  a  judicial  decifion  :  their  en- 
counters were  bloody,  and  their  ravages  extenfivc 
and  fevere.     De  la  Poer>  the  aggreffor,  was  foon 

defeated 
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defeated  and  driven  from  the  kingdom,  and  his 

lands  and  dependents,    as  well  as   thofe  of  his 

aflbciates,    expofcd  to  all  the  rage  of  vindictive 

conquerors^.     The  king,   v\rho  was  informed  of 

their   violences,    commanded  them,  on  pain   of 

forfeiture,  to  lay  down  their  arms.     The  Englifti 

inhabitants,  alarmed  at  their  deftrudtive  progrefs, ' 

fortified  their  towns  againft  them,  and  prepared  to 

repel  their  inroads.     Shocked  at  the  havock  which 

they  thcmfelves  had  made,  and  dreading  the  confe- 

quences  of  the  royal  difpleafure,  and  the  refentment 

of  their  countrymen^,  they  at  length  put  an  end  to 

thofe  hoftilities,  which,  befides  the  immediate  de- 

vaftation,  had  alfo  encouraged  the  Irifh  to  rife  up  in 

arms,  againft  a  divided  pepple  and  an  infulted  go- 

vernnient.     The  old  fepts   of  Leinfter,  under  the 

condud:  of  one  of  the  family  of  Mac-*Murchad 

extended  their  ravages  even  to  the  neighbourhood 

of  Dublin  :  but  by  the  provifions  of  the  chief  go- 

vernour  were  repelled,  their  chieftain  taken  prifoncr, 

and  the  man  who  affected  his  efcape  condemned  and 

executed ;  when  the  death  of  Ealdare  transferred 

the  government  to  Roger  Outlaw,  prior  of  Kil- 

mainham,  who  had  beea  the  Iri(h  lord  chancellor* 

The  adminiftration  of  this  ecclefiaftic  was  ho- 
nourably diftinguifhed  by  a  reconciliation  efFefted 
between  the  great  contending  lord«,  de  Burgho, 
de  la  Poer,  the  Geraldines,  and  Berminghams, 
which  gave  confiderable  ftxength  to  the  Englifh 
intereft,  and  ferved  tointimidate  the  Irifli  enemy 
of  Leinfter.  This  unhappy  people,  wafted  by 
their  own  follies  and  the  oppreffion  of  their  neigh- 
bours, fmarting  with  the  bad  fucqefs.  of  thejr  late 
precipitate  infurredions,,  :^nd  recalled  to  pacific 

meafures 
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meafures  by  tl^e  union  of  the  Englifli  lords,  em- 
braced the  prefcnt  feafon  of  general  tranquillity  to 
addrefs  themfelvcs  once  more  to  the  throne  of 
England,  and  petitioned  that  all  thofe  odious  dif- 
tindions  which  had  fo  long  deluged  the  land  with 
blood*^,  ftiould  at  length  be  abolifhcd,  that  the 
Irifh  inhabitants  (hould  be  admitted  to  the  ftate 
and  privileges  of  Englifli  fubjeifts,  without  oblig- 
ing mdividuals  to  fue  for  fpecial  charters.  The 
petition,  a?  ufual,  Wais  remitted  to  the  chief  go- 
vernour  Darcey,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  prior. 
He  was  di're<Sed  to  refer  it  to  the  Irifli  parliament; 
and,  as  ufual,  it  was  either  clahdeftinely  defeated, 
or  openly  rejeiSbed^ 

TttB  refentment  of  the  Irifh,  naturally  violent, 
md  now  too  juftly  provoked,  broke  out  in  an  in- 
furreftiott  proje(fled  with  greater  concert,  and  ex- 
ecuted with  more  violence,  than  for  fome  time 
had  been  experienced.     O'Brien,  the  chieftain  of 
Thomond,  was  chofen  leader  of  the  infurgentSj 
and  under  his  ftandard  fome  powerful  fepts  of 
Leinfter  determined  to  execute  their  vengeance^. 
The  flame  of  war  foon  raged  in  Meath,  in  Mun- 
fter,  in  the  faireft  Englifli  fettlements  of  Leinfter : 
and  the  firft  fuccefles   of  the  irifli,  which  were 
not  incoftfiderable,  inflamed  their  pride  even  to  the 
moft  outi'i^eous  violence.      In  their  triumphant 
pi^ogrefs^,    we   are  told  that   they  furrounded  a 
church  wl»re  ^bout  fourfcore  perfons  of  Englifli 
race  were    aflembled   at   their  devotions :    thefe 
l^retches,  too  feftfible  of  the  cruelty  of  the  enemy, 
^nd  utterly^  hopclefs  of  efcaplng  their  fury,  peti- 
tioned only  that  the  priefl^  might  be  fuffered  to 
depart  u^itodefted.    But  themercilefs  rufiiaiM,  in- 
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ftead  of  complying  with  this  afFedting  fupplica- 
tion,  were  only  provoked  to  make  the  prieft  the 
very  firft  objeft  of  their  cruelty.  The  Hoft  which 
he  held  forth,  in  hopes  fhat  the  awful  objea 
might  have  fome  influence  upon  their  minds,  was 
torn  from  him,  and  fpurncd  under  foot;  their 
weapons  were  plunged  in  him,  and  the  church, 
with  all  the  miferable  people. cooped  up  in  it^  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire. 

The  horrour  conceived  at  fuch  terrible  execu- 
tions, drove  thofe  who  were  moft  expofed  to.  the 
fury  of  thefe  barbarians  to  an  obftinate  and.defpe- 
rate  defence*  The  citizens  q£  Wexfoi-d  had  the 
good  fortune  to  repel  them  with  confiderable 
flaughter.  James  Butler,  lately  created  earl  of 
Ormond^,  was  not  inadlive  in  defending  his  pwn 
territory,  and  diflreffing  and*purfuing  the  infur- 
gents.  The  lord  juftice  himfelf  was  obliged  to 
take  the  field,  and  fuccefsfully  encountered  the 
moft  dangerous  of  the  Lcinfter  enemies.  But  as 
the  infurredtion  was  too  extenfive,  and  the  enemy 
too  numerous  for  the  forces  of  government  and 
the  well-aflfedted  lords  to  fupprefs,  Darcy  was  loon 
obliged  to  invite  Maurice  of  Defmond  to  his  affiil'^ 
ance.  He  treated  with  him  as  an  Irifh  chieftain, 
folicited  him  as  an  ally  rather  than  a  fubjedl,  and 
left  him  to  condud  his  own  men,  and  to  maintain 
them  by  his  own  methods  of  arbitrary  cxadtion. 
An  army,  faid  to  confift  of  ten  thoufand'',  was 
thus  raifed  againft  the  Irifh  enemy  ;  but  the  incon- 
fiderable  advantages  which  thefe  forces  gained,  by 
no  means  compen fated  the  fevere  diftrcfles  which 
they  inflided  on  the  beft  and  moft  peacaablc  of  the 
Engliih  diftrids.     Maurice  exadled  his  coyne  and 
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tivery  with  a  dcteftablc  Violence  and  oppreflion,  not 
only  unreftrained,  but  with  a  tacit  alTent  and  con- 
nivance of  a  governmeijt  utterly  unprovided  to  pay 
or  fiipport  his  troops  by  any  other  expedient. 

So  rieceffary  was  Maurice  Fitz-Tbomas  now  be- 
come to  the  fupport  of  government,  and  of  con- 
fequence  fa  much  an  objedt  of  the  royal  favour, 
that  he  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Desmond,  and  with  this  dignity  received  a  con- 
firmration  of  his  royal  liberties  in  the  county  of 
Kerry  *=;  a  dangerous  inftrument  of  mifchief,  by 
which  his  power  had  been  already  aggrandized,  and 
the  royal  authority  confiderably  weakened,  by  the 
cxclufion  of  its  minifters  from  a  diftrift  foextenfive* 
To  encreafe  the  evil,  in  this  very  year^,  the  earl  of 
Ormpnd  procured  ajikegrant  of  royal  liberties, 
and  tronyerted  his  demefnes  of  Tipperary  into  a 
county  pahtjnate.  Thus  was  the  number  of  pala- 
tinates encreafcd  to  nine;  Carlow,  Wexford, 
Kilkenny,  Kildare,  and  Leix,  the  portions  of  the 
five  coheireffes  of  the  family  of  earl  Mariflial,  thofe 
of  Mcath  and  Ulfter,  and  thofe  of  the  earls  of 
Defmbnd  and  Ormond.  **  Thofe  abfolute  palatines 
*^  made  barons  and  knights;  exercifed  high  juftice 
**  in  all  points,  withrn  their  territories;  erected 
**  courts  for  criminal  and  civil  caufes,  and  for  their 
**  own  revenues,  in  the  fame  form  in  which  the 
*^  king's  courts  were  eftablifhed  at  Dublin  ;  made 
•*  their  own  judges,  fenefchals,  fheriffs,  coroners, 
*^  and  efcheators  ;  fo  that  the  king's  writs  did  not 
*^  run  in  thofe  counties,  which  took  up  more  than 
**-two  parts  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  but  only  in 
*^  the  chuich  lands  lying  within  the  fame,  which 
«  were   called   the  Crosse,  wherein  the  king 
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^'  made  a  UierifF/'  From  this  detail  of  Sir  John 
Davis,  it  i^ Hot  difficult  to  account  for  the  dangerous 
indepidndence  which  the  greit  lord?  afFeded,  for 
their  enormous  influence,  and  the  proportionable 
wcaknefS  *of  government.  The  land  was  in  effect 
parcelled  out  to  a  number  of  rival  potentates,  each 
zealous  to  aggirandize  his  0W9  power,  to  mark  his 
own  fuperiority  over  his  great  neighbours,  cold  to 
the  interefts  of  the  crown,  and  frequently  not 
difpleafed  at  the  weakiiieft  and  diftreffes  of  a  chief 
govcrnour. 

In  the  mean  time,  O^Brien,  leader  of  the  Irifli 
infurgents,  not  yet  fubdued,  found  full  employment 
both  for  the  Engliih  councils  convened  to  devlfe 
the  means  of  reducing  him,  and  for  the  troops  fent 
out  to  oppofe  him.  Deliberations  were  held,  and 
armaments  prepared  j  but  the  leaders  were  divided, 
and  their  troops  employed  with  little  honour  or 
advantage.  Sir  Anthony  Lucy^,  an  Englifli  knight 
appointed  to  the  government,  was  aftonifhed  and 
provoked  at  the  infolence  of  the  Irifli,  and  juftly 
fuipcded  that  they  iriuft  be  fecretly  favoured  and 
abetted  by  fome  great  lords.  He  entered  on  his 
adminiftration  with  a  determined  purpofe  to  fupport 
the  interefts  of  his  royal  mafter,  by  a  vigorous 
profecutioh  of  the  enemy,  and  a  fpirited  oppofition 
to  the  infolence  and  infidious  practices  of  his 
irifincere  adherents  of  the  Englifli  race^.  He 
fummoned  a  parlianient  t6  meet  at  Dublin  :  his 
order  was  negleftedi  and  the  aflfembly  inconfider- 
able.  It  was  adjourned  to  Kilkenny ;  and  here  the 
ftill  deci'eafing  number  of  attending  riienibers  gave 
new  occafioh  of  fufpicion.  Intelligence  was  re- 
ceived of  fome  confiderable  havock  committed  by 
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thelrijffli,  TJic^  govcniqur  imagining  with  good 
reafon^  and  confirmed  in  his  fufpicion  by  Aifficient 
evidence,  tfeat  the  qnefny^was  fccretly  encouraged 
by  fome  lords  of  Engliijb  ra^e^  determined  to  ftrik« 
at  the  very  root  of  fach  abufe.  He  feized  the  earl 
of  Deftpond^  MandevUle,  Walter  de  Bui^bo  and 
his  brother,  William  and  Walter  Bcf^iingham. 
The  evidence  againi):  William  Bermingham  was  full 
and  forcible :  he  was  condenmed  and  executed ; 
his  brother  efcaped  only  by  his  privilege  as  an 
ccclefiaftic:  Defmond,  who  had  been  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  this  rigorous  governour,  after  a  long 
confinement  was  difchajrgpd,  on  great  furety^  and 
fent  into  England* 

The  power  even  of  the  mc^  aftivc  chief  gover- 
noiir  cquM  not  have  proved  equal  to  this  impartial 
and  fpirited  execation  pf  }jLiftice,  and  this  vigourous 
opppft^tion  to  the  great  lords«  had  not  king  J^dward 
at  tbi^stimedifcovered  a  more  than  ordinary  attention 
to  his  If)^  interefts^  and  declared  his  defign  of 
vifiting^tbe  realm.  Spm^  falutary  ordinaiu^  were 
tra^fmitte^",  for  the  tnore  regular  and  eifedual 
execution  of  the  Englifhkws;  in  thofe  p^ticulars 
in  which  they  had  been  contravened,  negk^ed,  or 
corrupted  by  his  officej-^  ^nd  other  fubjeds  in 
Ireland*  ,  Thefe  were  foon  followed,  in  the  firft 
place,  by  a  refumption  of  all  Irifh  grants  made  in 
hi«  reign  during  the  power  of  Mortimer  and  his 
moth^"  \  and  foon  afteri  by  a  mandate  tp  the  earU 
of  Ulfter  and  Ormond,,  Sir  W^liam  and  Sir  Walter 
de  Burgho,  to  repair  to  his  court,  io  order  to  concert 
the  n^^afures  neceflary  fqr  his  voyage,  and  to  attend 
him  iftto  Ireland,  All  thofe  barops  pf  the  ^realm 
of  England  who  enjoyed  lands  ip  Irelftdd  wer^  alfo 

fummoned 
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fummoned  for  the  fame  purpofe'.  And  though 
the  term  fixed  for  this  expedition  was  prolonge^% 
yet  an  order  for  arrefting  all  fhips  in  the  ports  of 
Ireland,  and  fending  them  to  Holyhead  for  the 
convenience  of  his  paffage,  and  another  for  imprefr- 
fing  a  number  of  Welfti  infantry  to  attend  him, 
feemed  to  indicate  a  fettled  purpofe  of  complying 
with  the  defir^es  of  his  parliament,  and  engaging  m 
the  reduction  of  Ireland;  a  country  where  the 
Engliih  power  had  as  yet  obtained  but  a  partial,  a 
precarious,  ^ndadifputedfettlement.  To  confirm 
fuch  expectations,  all  thofe  officers  who  had  been 
commiffioned  to  attend  the  king's  fervices  in  Ireland, 
were  now  ftri<9tly  enjoined  to  repair  thither  without 
any  excufe  ;  and  a  formal  order  iflued  for  fearching 
the  king's  records^,  to  fee  what  meafures  had  been 
taken  for  the  amendment  of  the  Irifh, 

But  all  this  was  nothing  more  than  afpecious  pre- 
tence for  demanding  fupplies  from  his  parliament, 
and  a  veil  for  covering  thofe  defigns,  which,  though 
lefs  honourable  or  juftifiable,  fuited  better  with  the 
ambitious  fpirit  of  young  Edward*  The  Irifli  had 
never  been  fubdued;  nor  was  their  country  in  a 
worfe  ftate  than  at  the  acceffion  either  of  the  king 
or  his  father.  But  Edward  the  fecond  had  patiently 
fubmitted  to  fee  (he  glorious  acquiiition  of  Scotland 
wrefted  from  him ;  and  this  lofs  feemed  to  be 
confirmed  to  his  fon'  by  the  ignominious  peace 
concluded  by  Mortimer.  No  fooncr  had  this 
gallant  prince  been  emancipated  from  the  influence. 
of  hh  mother  ^nd  her  favourite,  th^  he  refolved 
to  imitate  the  vigour  of  his  illuftrious  grandfather, 
and  in  the  firft  place,  tp  recover  the  dominion  o^ 
Scotland.     In  defpdte  of  treaties  and  connexions  he 

firft  ' 
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firft  fpirited  up  Edward  Baliol  to  aflert  the  antiqua- 
ted'claims  of  his  family ;  indircftly  fupportcd  and 
afljfted  him ;  feized  the  favourable  moment  to  take 
advantage  of  his  fuccefs;  and  now,  when  his 
parliament  had  granted  a  fubfidy  for  the  pacification- 
of  Ireland,  and  his  troops  provided  for  this  fervic? 
were  ready  to  embark,  the  king  at  once  caft  off  the 
mafk,  which  probably  had  not  concealed  his  real 
intentions  from  the  moft  difcerning,  and  ordered 
thefe  forces  to  march  to  the  frontiers  of  Scotland. 
It  was  dangerous,  he  obferved,  to  leave  the  northern 
counties  defencelefs  while  their  neighbours  were  in 
arms ;  and  as  his  prefence  was  neceffary  in  this 
quarter,  the  Irifh  expedition  muft  of  courfe  be  for 
fome  time  fufpended.  His  parliament  acquiefced, 
and  indulgently  permitted  the  cnterprizing  genius 
of  their  monarch  to  take  its  free  courfe :  the  battle 
of  Hallidown  confirmed  their  favourable  expecta- 
tions of  his  condud. 

The  only  meafure  now  taken  for  the  regulation 
of  Ireland^  was  that  precarious  and  inglorious  one 
of  treating  with  the  adverfaries  of  government. 
The  prior  of  Kilniainham  was  commiffioned  to 
enter  into  fuch  conventions  with  all  infurgents 
both  of  theEnglifli  and  Irifli  race,  as  he  (hould  judge 
moft^xpedient  for  the  pacification  of  the  realm, 
and  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  mafter.  The 
great  lords  received  orders  to  affift  him  by  their 
advice  and  countenance  ^  and  the  flierifi^s  of  the 
feveral  counties  and  liberties  were  inftrudted,  that 
the  conferences  to  be  held  for  this  purpofe  fliould 
be  protedtcd,  without  damage  or  injury  to  any  of 
the  parties.  Thus  were  the  turbulent  and  dif- 
affeifted   taught  their  own  real  power,    and  the 
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weaknefs  and  infufficiency  df  that  government 
which  attempted  to  controul  them.  Infidious 
accommodatk>ns  were  readily  concluded  5  and  a 
number  of  fecret  enemies  admitted  to  the  royal 
grace  and  favour,  whofe  perverfe  difpofitions  wcne 
thus  cherifhed,  inftead  of  being  broken  by  a  fleady> 
firm,  and  rigdurous  authority. 

This  injudicious  condefcenfion  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Englifh  intereft*",  was  attended  by  an  event  of 
the  utmoft  danger  and  moft pernicious  confequences, 
that  of  the  death  of  William  earl  of  Ulfter,  who 
was  affaffinated  by  his  own  perfidious  fervants  at 
Carrickfergus.  His  countefs'',  with  her  infant 
daughter,  fled  in  the  utmofl:  confternation  into 
England,  and  the  vaft  dcmefnes  of  this  illuftrious 
family  were  left  without  any  fufiicient  defender. 
By  the  law  of  England,  the  earl's  lands  fliould 
have  been  feized  into  the  king's  hands  as  guardian 
to  the  infant  ward  :  but  this  law  was  of  little  force 
againft  the  violence  of  old  claimants.  The  northern 
fepts  of  O^Nial,  in  whom  all  national  animofities 
were  revived  by  this  event,  feized  the  occafion  of 
recovering  their  antient  power,  rofe  fqddenly  in 
arms,  paSed  the  river  Bann,  and  fell  furiou fly  upon 
the  Engliih  fcttlers  efl:abliflied  by  the  family  of  de 
Burgho.  Notwithfl:anding  a  brave  and  obftinate 
refiftance,  the  perfevering  virulence  of  the  Irifli 
prevailed  in  a  courfe  of  time,  fo  as  to  extirpate  the 
Englifb,  at  leafl:  to  confine  them  within  very  narrow 
bounds'".  And  their  extenfive  pofl^eflions  now 
parcelled  out  among  the  conquerours,  received  the 
name  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Clan*Hugh-boy ; 
from  their  leader  Hugh-boy  O'Nial.  In  Connaught 
fome  younger  branches  of  the  family  of  de  Burgho, 

intruded 
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intruded  into  the  late  earl's  pofleffions ;  of  whom, 
two  the  moft  powerful  contrived  to  divide  the  great 
fcigniory  between  them  ;  and  confcious  that  the 
law  of  England  muft  oppofe  this  ufurpation,  and 
defend  the  rightful  claim  of  the  young  he^rcfs, 
they  at  once  rejedled  the  Englifli  law,  renounced 
their  names,  language,  ap|)arel,  and  manners,  1 
adopted  thofe  of  the  Irifh,  called  themfclyes 
Mac-William  Oughter,  and  Mac-William  ' 
EiGHTER,  that  is,  the  Further^  and  the  Nether 
MaC'WWiamy  feduced  their  countrymen  fettled  in 
this  province,  by  their  pernicious  example,  and 
from  thenceforward  tranfmitted  their  pofleffions  in 
the  courfe  of  tainiftry  and  gavel-kind. 

The  chaftifement  inflided  by  the  chief  gover- 
hour  on  ^the  murderers  of  the  earl  of  Ulfter  was 
but  a  flight   confolation  for  the  misfortunes  that 
were  forefeen,  and  proved  to  be  the  confequcnces 
of  this  event.     In  proportion  as  the  Englifli  were 
broken  by  invafion,  or  divided  by  faction,  the  old 
natives  became  more  turbulent.     Accommodations 
flightly  made  were  eafily  and   carelefsly  violated ; 
and  while  the  open  enemy  was  in  arms,  the  king's 
vicegerent  had  a  number  of  private  and  infidious 
adverfaries  of  the  Englifli  race    to   controul  and 
guard  againfl:.     It  was  found  neceflary  to  feize  and 
confine  two   of  the  noble  houfe  or  de  la  Poer*. 
Nicholas  Fitz-Maurice  of  Keriy,  wtio  avowed  his 
attachment   to  the  Irifli  of  Munft:er,  \ya$    made 
prifoner  by  his  kinfman  Defmondj  ^nd  confined  for 
life  ;  while  Kildare,  with  equal  vigilance  and  fpirit, 
chafl:ifed  the  violence  of  thofe  who  had  prefumed 
to  difturb  the  peace  of  Leinfter, 

But 
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But  tfee  rigorous  mfi^-AilpeB  now  pUrfqed  by  king 
Edward  ^ecVcd  to  damp-  th«  zt^al  of  tbefe   nobles, 
to  en  flame.  difcontents,'atfd   extend  divifiori  yet 
further  among  all  the  lords  of  Englifh  race.     The 
evils  of  a  diftra<fted  ftatc,  local  Kuds    and  irifur- 
redtions.    Violence   and  ravage,    Englifhraen    re- 
nouncing their  allegiance  and    revolting  to    the 
enemy,   the  enemy  ftrengthened,  emboldened,  and 
enabled  to  return  with  double  ftiry,  and  re-alTumc 
thofe  fettlements  from  whence  they  had  formerly 
been  driven,  were  foon  experienced  in  an  alarming 
deficiency  of  revenue,  highly  inconvenient   to    a 
prince  who  now  meditated  his  vaft  defigns  againft 
France,     Edward  was   neceffitated  to    feek   every 
rcfource  for  fupplying  his  exhaufted  finances.     He 
depended  for  fome  affiftance  from  Ireland :  he  was 
disappointed  ;  and  poflefled  as  he  was  with  the  glit- 
tering objefts  of  his  ambition,  the  difappointment 
was  received  with  a   paflionatc  impatience.     Not 
confidering  that  his  enormous  fchemes  of  conqueft 
had  been  the  very  means  of  divertinglii^  attention 
from  his  Irifh  interefts,  and  confcquently  the  oc- 
cafion  of  thediftreffes  of  Ireland,  and  the  diUJip- 
pointments  he  there  experienced,  he   acculed  his 
ftrvants  and  miniftcrs,  and  denounced  the  terrour 
of  his  refentment  againft  all  thofe  whom  he   had 
employed  in  this  kingdom.     Confcious  of  his  own 
power,  and  difdaining  to  attend  to  ^  the   paffions, 
tempers,  and  prejudices  of  his  fubjefts,  in  a  coun- 
try where  his*  mandate  he  conceived  was  more  than 
fufficient  to  fecure  an  immediate  and  implicit  bbe-^ 
dience,    he  at  once  rcfolved  oh  the  moft  violent 
and  offenfrve  meafures. 

He 
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He  began  with  dedgring^,  that  all  fafpenfions 
or  remiffions  of  debts  due  to  the  crown,  either  in 
'  his  time  or  that  of  his  predeceflbrs  (except  thofe 
which  had  the  fandtion  of  the  great  feal)  fhould 
be  null  and  void  ;  and  the  debts  ftridly  levied 
without  delay  ;  in  confideration,  as  he  expreffed 
it,  of  his  ne<:effitics  arifing  from  the  war  he  was 
to  maintain  upon  the  continent,  and  other  urgent 
affairs'^.  Hence  he  proceeded  to  a  more  extenfive 
and  vigorous  rcfumption  of  all  grants  made  not  by 
him  only,  but  by  his  father.  Thofe  to  the  prior 
of  Kilmainham,  who  had  adminiftered  his  go- 
vernment with  vigour  and  fidelity,  were  fpecifi- 
cally  mentioned''.  The  jufticcs  of  the  king's 
bench  and  common  pleas,  Mountpeflbn  and  Bag- 
got,  were  fuddenly  difchargfd  from  their  offices. 
He  not  only  difmiffed  Alhburne,  another  of  his 
ofRccrs,  but  feized  his  eftate.  The  deputy  was 
forbidden  to  grant  or  alien  any  of  the  king's  lands 
without  a  ftridt  inquifition  into  their  circumftances 
and  value.  The  treafurer  of  the  exchequer,  who 
claimed  a  privilege  todifpofe  of  fmall  fums  without 
voucher,  was  not  only  prohibited  for  the  future, 
but  obliged  to  account  for  fuch  fums  from  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  reign  :  he  was  forbidden 
to  take  rewards  for  indulging  the  king's  debtors ; 
he  was  abridged  of  the  power  of  naming  fheriffs, 
a  power  hitherto  annexed  to  his  office  :  his  receipts 
of  the  king's  rents  were  ordered  to  be  open  and 
public  :  and  to  complete  the  fcheme  of  reformation, 
the  deputy  was  direfted  to  certify  to  the  king  in 
his  chancery  of  England,  the  qualities,  fervices, 
fees,  number,  and  behaviour  of  all  his  officers  in 
Ireland.  But  the  moft  ofFenfive  and  fevere  of 
thefe  ordinances  was  not  to  be  compared  with  one 

which 
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which  drowned  the  ^rviboler;  iirtemperate  cotodttKft  of 
the  king^.  and  afforded  juD:  gifoimd  of  difikiislki^on 
toa  people  confciousof  dbcitowb,.^nfl  the  laie*^ 
rits  of  their  anceftors,  afjwi  too  powerful,  *  iod 'too 
far  removed  from  the ;  feat  i  of  royalty  j  to  rcooceal 
their  indignation.  It  h  here  infcrted  a;t  krg*>  that 
its  fpirit  and  purport  may  be  miwe  clearly  Ap^- 
hended«  1     r\^:.  ; 

*♦  The  king,  to  his  trufty  and  beWed  John:  I3N«!cy,. 
«  jufticiary  of  Ireland,  greeting^:  r  — 

<<  TTTHEI^EAS  it  afqjeareth  to  us  and  ouc 
*«  -  VV  <^ottncil,  for  many  reafons,  that  our 
**  fenrice  fhall  the  better  and  more^  profitably  .  bq 
**  condudsed  in  the  faid.  land,  by  Eh^Kih  .officers 
'^  having  revenues  and  poflfeffiona  in  England;  than 
^*  by  Irifli  or  Engliflimen  married  ^nd  eftated  int 
**  Ireland,  abd  without  any  pofTeflions  in  our  realm 
«*  of  Eridand ;  we  enjoin  you,  that  ydti  diligently 
*<  inform  yourfelf  of  all  'oiif  officefS  greater  or 
'*  Jcfl^r  vnlhin  our  land  of  Ireland  aforefaid  5  a^ 
**  that  all  ftich  officers  Jbienefieed,  nikrried  ai^d 
<«  eftated  in  the  faid  land,  and  hiivirig  rtothing  4it 
"  England; '  be  removed  from  their -offieeij  that 
"  you  place  and  fubftitiite  in  thtir  'focim;  other  fit 
**  Engliflimen,  haying  laiidsi  tenements  arid  bene- 
**  fices  in  England,  and  that  ybu  cibftf  the  faid 
"  offices  for  the  future,  to  be  executed  by  fuch 
**  Engfiffimen,  and  noine  other^  any  oi'der  of  ours 
**  to  you'  made  in  cbntfarywile  notWithftittdin^;" 

Thus  were  the  defceridentls  of  fh^.whdhad 
originally  gained  the  Engliflf  at^ttilltioks^in  .  Ire- 
land, who  had  laboured  in  a  l6n'g  t^i^fe^i&f^JJainful 

VoL.'I.^  A-'a^  -•      '    ci:-o-d:  i  land 
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'ftQd4Mli^9n)s^:llt^  thiem,  who  djsdly 

fiia£tl»if%k)Od  iff  di?  -fei?vice>  of  thdr  monsfrch^ 
ppono^ktedlftdifcrimmdbly  to  beuitngerpust  and 
dedla^iobfl^aMecflUlIf^  any,  ev^oi  ^  mtancft 
4t]$»Ci^ei1t  xihw;ddnliniil»ttiorii  The :  d^eneracy 
*fidJ  iH(aifetaibii  of  a^wfenbel-  of 'iabjc^ais  .of  :tte 
Ert^fli  X^ccy  jconfidecsd  ior  the  mo(\  ftrHcing  and 
offenfivc  view,  could  only  have  warranted  Ibme 
fecret  rcfolutions  of  cntrufting  the  affairs  of  go- 
V«Mt<ttra't!hicflyto  (hfacr«.r;but'£l  formal^  <^n, 
and  genecal^fbi^teiicetbf  dif(^aihfication,  w^  equally 
iniquitous  and  impolitic,  A  juft  prince  could 
have  been  indnfted^  to  it  jo^tly .  by  thd . Ictetdft  mifre- 
prefed$itioQ$  r  nor  pan  dtbe  i^econciled  .to.  the 
plkindft^^lfifibites  ufr  furudctxcc^:  unlefs  we  fuppofe 
thai  EM^fiifd  h^d  ttarin  niadc  !to  itgzvd  the '  Country 
a»it  the  '*p?oplc  i  he:  fiiufe  tjriated,.  widi  i  daw  moft 

fovdP0tgft'JCOn«ertlpt.!'^^'t    r:-.^^^^       -,'    r)i'^:.:- 

.J?.¥  T 'iV!ft^^^*^[f c^^^A^  /^^  "^  received, 
or  cofvg§p«io^s,  b^c^ai4  /qrmc^  of  the  old  Englifh 
^^ih^bi|ajE^t^,;tJig^^  iprp^rct^or  fpirited  tq'^di^re  the 
^o^oY,$tv^,.^an^45>,  ^fl^kl^  pwn^rio^  indig- 
jjiji^i^Yfith:  an  ,^je<^.  jefigji^ipn.  .  The  late  cmi- 
aif^'ts  fwgm  it^glan^tfifimpj^  over  the  oW  r^c, 
^fi'4^fi}m^M4\^\  fof^'i^^^^  and 

w^Jf^cJCpflfol^^withttJ^  witJobad,heeo 

iieji^C4gdvbf  rj]^i?.-s»^T^  ft  T^^e  old  ^^xigii^j,  pn  the 
qth§i[  l^^^^Mhtld  fhfs^pajr^iality  .flie\nf|i  to  ihofe 
vh^b®aft^,.th^ir  j^ngj^^  .^irtji^  wiihj^^ 
arjdr^ij^ylgiftti^p,,.  jp^lftuiy  fnd  di&pfipn  were 
thus  excited  aniong  tHbfe  who  ftill  adnerfed  to 
5B^hfl>v8??y^^^rWi  Tiprovedf  tl^,.miAaken 
pQ&y.^f^riWtkwg^fWfi?^^  '  Theconfequcnccs 
^er<.:^t^ebi%l^$niagrag  ^c  injured  party  of  his 
hW^  fubjedls  were  tjtie^ore  po^terful^-of  more 

cxtcnfivc 
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cxtenfivc  influence^, and  better  enablcjd  to  fupport 
jthe  intcrefts  of  government,  or  rather  ^bfolutely 
neceflary  to  the  very  exiftence  of  the  royaK  autho- 
rity in  Ireland.  Eflentially  injured  and  wantonly 
infulted,  they  were  foon  agitated  to  that  degree  of 
ferment  which  threatens  fomething  violent  and 
dangerous.  The  more  powerful  among  them  fo-^ 
men  ted  the  difcon  tents  of  their  inferiours;  and 
where  the  interefts  of  all  were  threatened^  a  com- 
mon paufe  and  general  danger  readily  difpofed  them 
to  a  truly  formidiable  combination".  Their  viot- 
lences  were  fo  dreaded,  that  the  chief  governour 
deemed  it  neceflary  to  fummon  a  parlianaent  at 
D^iblin  on  this  critical  occafion. 

Thjs  chief  governour.  Sir  John  Morris,  was  of 
no  higher  note  or  ftation  than  that  of  an  Englifh 
knight,,  .and  not  diftinguiihed  either  by  his  fortune 
or  abilities.  And  the  lords  he  was  to  govern, 
regarded  it  not  as  the  leiaft  of  thofc-infults  they 
had  fuftained,  that  the  king*s  authority  ihould  bp 
delegated  to  fo  inferiour  a  perfon.  The  fpirited 
Gera^dines  were  particularly  irritated,  andefpoufed 
thecaufe  of  their  brethren  the  old  Englifh  with 
extraordinary  zeal.  Their  numerous  adherents 
gave  them  confequehce  and  power,  and  their  con- 
Sequence  and  power  ferved  to  give  countenance  to 
thcfc  adherents,  and  encouraged  them  to  an  open 
^d  violent  avowal  of  ihcir  diflatisfa<9ions.  Def- 
mond,  too  proud  and  powerful  to  be  attached  to 
government  by  any  other  means  but  favour  and 
flattery,  flew  through  all  his  numerous  partisans 
of  the  South,  conferred  with  the  nobility  who  were 
moft  attached  to  hinii,  and  praflifed  with  thofe 
cities  and  corporations  in  which  he  had  the  greateft 
A  a  3  influence 
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influenced  Kildare,  his  kinfman  and  affocifete,  was 
equally  provcfked  and  equally  adive  and  induftrious. 
So  that  at  the  time  when  the  parliament  was  to 
meet  at  Dublin,  Morris  was  alarmed  at  the  intel- 
ligence of  ^another  independent  affembly  more 
numerous  and  refpedtable,  Convened  by  Dcfoiond 
iit  Kilkenny.  Tneyftiled  thcmfelWis  the  prelates, 
nobles,  and  commons  of  the  land,  were  the  more 
formidable  as  they  afffcd^d  to  aflemble  peaceably, 
and  prepared  a  remonftrancc  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
^  the  king,  \  • 

The  only  account  which  the  Englifli  annalifts 
have  given  of  their  tranfadtions, '  is,  *that  by  a 
few  (hort  ftriftures  they  intimated  the  notorious 
infufficiency  of  the  prefent  chief  governour'',  as 
^ell  as  his  rapacioufnefs  and  oppreffions  ;  imputing 
thediftrefles  of  the  realm,  and  the  deficiencies  of 
the  public  revenue,  to  the  pernicious  conduit  and 
ccMinfcls  of  the  king's  minifters^.  But  we  have  a 
petition  of  the  •  grievances  of  Ireland,  together 
with  the  king's  anfwers,  among  the  clofe  rolls  of 
the  fixteenth  year  of  this  reign,  which  fecnns  pretty 
evidently  to  have  been  the .  aGt  of  this  convention 
at  Kilkenny ;  which  affembled  for  the  firfl:  time 
in  this  year,  and  was  too  formidable  to  be  delpifed, 
or  to  have  their  reprefentations  pafTed  over  in  con- 
temptuous filence.  It  is  faid  to  be  the  a(5):  of  the 
prelates,  eark,  barons,  and  commons  of  the  land, 

without 

•  By  their  meffengers,  fay  thcife  annalifts,  they  propofed  the  fol- 
lowiirg  queftipDS  to  the  king.  .   .  , 

How  a  realm  of  war  qould  be  governed  by  a  man  unfkilfal  in   all 
warlike  fervice? 

How  an  officer  under  the  king,  who  ehtered  very  poof,  could  in 
one  year  amafs  more  wealth  than  men  of  large  eilates  ifi  many  yetf s  i 

How  It  chanced,  fince  they  were  all  called  lords  of  their  own,  that 
the  ibvcreig^  lord  of  them  all  wa»  not  the  richer  for  them  ? 
Y  Campion.  Cox.  t  Pryn.  Anim.  p.  270. 
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without  the  ufual  addition  of  their  being  aflembled 
in  a  parliament  held  at  fome  particular  time  and 
place  i  and  it  contains  fuch  bold  accufations  of  • 
the  king's  minifters,  and  fuch  infinuations  againft 
the  chief  governour  himfelf,  as  feem  not  likely  to 
have  proceeded  from  an  afl?mbly  convened  by  his  ^ 
authority,  and  poffibly  confifting  for  the  moft  part, 
of  that  fadtion  which  oppofed  the  old  Englifli  fet- 
tiers  ;  favoured,  and  therefore  influenced  by  the 
governour.  But  wherever  it  was  framed;  the 
petition  muft  not  pafs  entirely  unnoticed,  as  it 
exhibits  a  diftindt  and  ftriking  view  of  the  irregu- 
larities in  adminiftration,  and  the  grievances  which 
had  for  fome  time  enflamed  the  public  diflentions, 
and  weakened  the  intereftsof  the  crown. 

The  petitioners  begin  with  reprefenting  the 
t©talnegle6t  of  fortifications  and  9aftles,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  late  earl  of  Ulfter,  in  Ulfter  and 
Connaught,  now  in  the  kipg's  cuftodyj^  j?ut  aban- 
doned fey  his  officers,  fo  that  more  than  a  third 
part  of  the  lands  conquered  by  his  royal  proge- 
nitors were  regained  by-  the  Irifli  enenxy  :  and  by 
their  infolenceon  the  one  hand,  and  the  exceffca 
of  his  fervants  on;  the  other,  his  faithful  fubjeifts 
arc  reduced  to  the  uttnoft  diftrefs.  Other  caftles, 
they  obfer\'e,  had  been  loft  by  the  corruption  of 
treafurers  who  with-held  their  juft  pay  from  the 
govefnours  and  warders;  fometimes  obliged  them 
in  their  neceflities  to  accept  fome  fmall  prart  of 
their  arrears,  and  to  give  acquittances  for  the 
whole  ;  fometimes  fubftituted  in  their  place  mean 
and  infufficient  perfons,  contented  with  any  wages 
they  were  pleafed  to  allow  ;  fometimes  appointed 
governours  to  caftles  never  eredted,  charging  their 
full  pay,  and  difburfing  but   a  trifling  part :  that 
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the  fubje<ft  was  opprefled  by  theexadion  of  viftu- 
als  never  paid  for,  and  charged  at  their  full  value 
•  to  the  crown,  as  if  duly  purchafed  :  that  hoftings 
were  frequently  fummoned  by  thp  chief  governoiir 
without  concurrence  of  the  nobles,  and  money 
accepted  in  lieu  of  perfonal  fervicc  :  treaties  made 
with  the  Iri(h,  which  left  them  in  pofleiBon  of 
thofc  lands  they  had  unjuftly  feized  ;  the  attempts 
of  the  fubjeds  to  regain  them,  punifhed  with  fine 
and  imprifonment ;  partial  tfuces  made  with  the 
enemy,  which,  while  one  country  was  fccured, 
left  tnem  at  liberty  to  infeft  the  neighbouring 
diftridls  ^  the  abfencc  and  foreign  refidence  of  thofe 
who  fhould  defend  their  own  lands  and  feigniories, 
and  contribute  to  the  public  aid  and  fervice ;  illegal 
^izures,  of  the  perfons  and  properties  of  the 
Englifli  fubjedls. — All  thefe,  with  various  inftances 
of  corruption,  oppreflion,  and  extortion,  in  the 
king's  fervants,  were  urged  plainly  and  forcibly, 
as  the  juft  grounds  of  difcontent. 

Bar  chiefly,  and  with  particular  warmth  and 
carneftnefs,  they  reprefcnt  to  the  king,  that  his 
Englifh  fubjeAs  of  Ireland  had  been  traduced  and 
mifreprefentcd  to  the  throne,  by  thofe  who  had 
been  fent  from  England  to  govern  them ;  men, 
who  came  into  the  kingdom  without  knowledge 
ofitsftate,  circumftances,  orinterelh;  whofefole 
obje<a  was  to  repair  their  (battered  fortunes :  too 
poor  to  fupport  their  ftate,  much  Jefs  to  indulge 
their  paflions,  until  they  had  filled  their  coffers 
by  extortion,  to  the  great  detriment  and  afflidtion 
of  the  people  2  that,  motwithftanding  fuch  mifi-c- 
prefcntation^,  the  Englifli  fubjefts  of  Ireland  had 
ever  adhered  in  loyalty  jand  illegiance  to  the  crown 
of  England,  had  maintained  the  land.for  the  king 
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aiid  his  pt6g6nitt)rsi^ii(ii^v4(3^'fmc^ 

the  Irifh  4^d  their  foi-eigtt  iiiimSes,  laaU  ikdftijt  at 

their  own  charges.     .bt)i:) 


»    ^-[i'^     ::-'    ;V,--^'[> 


-^  ij.fJO'ii  aao:- 


'  *•  As^  a  ^reward'  6i  «h«fe  <fe^lce&,'i'  fayjtho  pSti- 
ticmersii  '•  ybuf  ^r6gciritOTp,  J^Sir/'  4nd  >y0pv-'have 
'^  granted  by  Idtcrs  ^  plitf^nt  to  ^div^pfe  p40f3d  of 
V  the  realay,  ■  1  and^,  t^rienMhtb,  .fraf)bhlf(fisi,  oWrds, 
*♦  ^maitidgefii,  anjd  paitdonis?  of  '(feblfry-'vrfiiibj^ibi^ 
f'  Virtueof- &ok  letters  J)ft€^jh*d^  iii 

**  p^adeablfe^dlfeffion  j;^tlll-^ktel^  th^i^ycwafruhim*. 
^*  ftei^s  by  Orders  r^dived-from  Englaftd,'  as^diey 
'^  pretend,  havd-^reiTdfti^'-a^  takefi-a^it^^^ 
•^  hands  what  your  progenitors.  Sir,  and  you  have 
**  fo  granted,  as  well  what  was  granted  for  good 
"  and  reafonable  caufe  as  otherwife  V  and  this 
•*  contrary  to  the  tenour  and  intent  of  the  aforefaid 
**  orders,  to  endamage  others  for  their  own  pri- 
**  vate  emolument.  Which  things.  Sir,  feem  to 
*^  your  liege  fubje<3:s  contrary  to  rcafon,  as  their 
"  anceftors  and  they  have  well  deferved,  and  do 
**  deferve,  by  defending  and  Maintaining,  as  much 
"  as  in  them  lies,  the  domk|i6n  of  the  land  to  our 
**  ufe.  For  which,  Sir,  rjiay  it  pleafe  you  to  or-r 
"  dain  that  they  be  not  oufted  of  their  freeholds 
•'  without  being  called  intqjudgment,  according 
"  to  theprovifion  of  the  Great  Charter." 

To  the  feveral  grievances  alledged,  the  anfwers 
of  the  king  were  now  gracious  and  condefcending ; 
and  particularly  to  this  laft  article,  he  replied,  that 
the  grants  of  his  progenitors  fhould  be  reftored 
without  diminution  ;  that  thofe  made  in  his  own 
reign  fhould  alfo  be  delivered  up  on  fufficient  furety 
that  they  (hould  be  again  furrcndered,  if  on  a  legal 
inquifiti9i\jhey  were  found  refumeable,  as  granted 

.  without 
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without  juft  cku&;  and  tlwt  the  pardons  of  debts 
ihould  be  dwmcd  valid,  until  the  caufes  of  fuch 
pardons  fhould  be  duly  tried. 

Such  condcfcenfions  were  at  this  time  the  more 
nece/T^y  as  £d\vard  prepared  for  his  eicpeditioa 
into  France,  and  now  font  his  letters  to  the  officers 
of  ftate  in  Ireland^  intimating  that  he  had  already 
applied  for  fuccours  to  the  principal  lords  of  this 
kingdom,  diiieding  tbem  to  treat  with  thefe  lords', 
and  to  ufe  their  utmod  diligence  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  lead  or  fend  their  refpedive  vaiials  ipto 
Bretany  with  all  poffible  expedition. 


.  .J 


■:■;}■■ 


CHAP. 

.  Rym.  t.v.p.  333.  TonolP 

Digitized  by  VjOOv  IC 


Ch-/5.       E    D    W    A    R    D      m.       361 

C    HA    P.        V. 

Adminijlration  of  Vfford. — -His  rigourous  treatment 
of  the  great  faSiious  lords. — Defmond  and  Kildare 
reduced  and  imprifoned.- — Earl  of  Defmond  ef capes 
and  fie s.r— Returns  on  the  death  if  Vfford. — Is 
rejiored  to  favour. — Attends  the  kings fervice  in 
France. — Earl  of  Kildare  ^dijiinguijhed  at  the 
fege  if  Calais. — Irijh  parliament  grants  a  fub- 
fdy.r— Arrogance  and  fedition  of  an  archbijhop  of 
Cajhel. -^Integrity  of  Rokeby  the  lord  deputy. — 
He  isfuccfeded  by  the  earl  f  Defmond. — Rejiored 
by  the  death  of  the  earl. — Ordinances  for  the 
regulation  of  the  fate  of  Ireland.- — Provifon 
^Z^^^ft  odious  diJiinBions  between  the  fubjedls  of 
this  tand — againfi  the  growing  degeneracy  of  tie 
F^nglifh. — Subje£ts  divided.— ^O' Brien  and  O'Con- 
nor  in  arms. The   country   harrajfed. — Lord 

Lionel  created  chief  governour  of  Ireland. — Pre- 
parations for  his  departure. — His  forces. — His 
Attendants. — His  arrival  in  Ireland. — Prejudices 
of  Lord  Lionel. — H(?  forbids  the  old  EngUJh  to 
approach  his  camp.—Cpnfequences  of  this  order. 
— iFX^  prince  har raffed  by  the  Irijh  enemy. — Is 
in  ^danger. — Qorre£ts  his  errour,  and  fummons 
the  old  Englijh  to  attend  him. — Gains  fome  ad- 
.  vantages. — A  fubfdy  granted  for  his  fupport. — 
X>ifcipline  of  his  troops. — Duke  of  Clarence  re- 
called.—^PaSlions  enfiamed  by  his  conduSl. — He 
returns  to  his  government. -^Convenes  a  parlia- 
ment at  Kilkenny. — ObjeSl  and  purpofe  of  this 
affembly. — Statute  of  Kilkenny. — Influence  of  this 
ordinance.— Admintjirftion  .of  the  earl  of-Def- 
mond.-^He  is  fucceeded  by  Sir  William  Windfore.^ 
^Mfafures  taken  againji  the  IrijI^  enemy. — T^hetr 
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dangerous  frogre/s.—lnjiance  of  the  abhoYrence 
conceived  of  Ireland. — --Mif demeanour  alledgeJ 
againji  Wii}djore.—lie  returns  to  the  govern- 
ment.— Is  unfuccefsfUh-^PenJions  paid  to'  the 
Irijh. — Reprefentatives  Jrom  the  land  ^^  Ireland 
fummoned  to  JVeJlminJler. — Anfwers  to  the  kings 
writs. — Gradual  declenjion  of  the  Englift>  htterejl. 

WHETHER*  t!ic  royal  intcotions  for.thc 
redrefs  of  ^rrqvances  were  defeated  by  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Irifh  govern ment%  or  whc- 
iher  the  pi:ide  of  the  old  nobility  of  EngUfh  race 
was  not  yet  fatisficd  by  hjs  condefccnlipns^  faction 
ftill  continued;  and  thofe  bord  in  IrclindAill de- 
tained their  jealoufies  and  difcontents  agailifl:  Tthe 
more  favoured  part  of  their  fellow-fubje^s,  who 
had  lately  been  tranfmittcd  from  England ;  'while 
the  Irifti  fepts  of  Leinfter,  taking  advantage  of 
diflcntion,  rofe,  as  ufual,  in  arms,  and  harrafled 
the  province.  Edward,  by  cbnfinirig  his  atten^on 
to  the  vaft  fchemes  which  he  had  formed  agamft 
Frances,  had  encouraged,  and  How  contributed  to 
cncrcafe  thfcfe  diforders  which  required  an  adt^e, 
Ipirited  and  vigourous  chief  governour  to  foppFcfs* 

Sir  Ralph  de  UfFord,  a  man  of  this  very  cha- 
rafter,  was  entrufted  with  the  adminiftration,  and 
pafled  into  Ireland,  poflefled  with  the  utmoft in- 
dignation both  againft  the  Irifh  infurgents  and  the 
dilcontented  Englilh ;  which  prompted  him  to 
execute  his  powers,  not  with  zeal  only,  but  with 
rigour.  He  inftantly  commanded  the  marches, 
whofe  duty  it  was  to  guard  the  EnglilH  fettlements 
from  invafion,  to  repair  ^ach  to  their  refpedlve 
ftations,  which  they  Had  been  habituated  to  neg- 

Teft; 
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lc6k;  *be  proclaimed  it  in  the  higheft  degree  penal 
to  convey  provifions,  horfe^,  or  arms  to  the  enemy, 
and  fiti&ly  enjoined,  agreeably  tc*  thofe  ordinances 
which  had  frequently  been  repeated,  and  therefore, 
we  may  conclude,  were  frequently  violated,  that 
the  king's  lands  fhould  have  iut  one  vmn  and  one 
peace  i  that  wherever  the  attack  was  made,  it 
ihould  be  confidered  as  an  injury  to  all,  and  that 
all  fhould  inftantly  unite  in  one  common  caufi?, 
ajid  to  repel  one  commoij  danger. 

^NoR  was  the  attention  of  UfFord,  confined  to 
the  fuppreflion  of  Irifh  enemies.  Dcfmond,  the 
head  of  the  difcontented  Englifh,  was  fummoned 
to  attend. a  parliaoxent  ia  Dublin,  as  a  teft  of  his 
attachment  to  the  king's  government,  which  he 
oftentimes  afFefted  to  defpife,  and  to  which  he 
paid  at  moft  but  a. precarious  and  occafional  obe-^ 
dience"*.  The  earl  proudly  flighted  the  mandate, 
and  fummoned  an  aflembly  of  his  own  at  Calan, 
independent  of  this  Englifh  knight  fent  to  govern 
men  of  fuch  fuperiour  dignity.  UiFord,  firm  to 
his'purpofe,  iflTued  a  royal  proclamation,  whereby 
the  nobles  and  commons  were  forbidden  at  their 
peril  to  attend  this  unlawful  aflemblyr  and  to 
enforce  this  order,  coHeded  his  troops,  marched 
into  Munfter  as  againft  a  declared  enemy,  pofleflcd 
himfclf  of  the  earl's  lands,  feized  and  executed 
fome  of  his  principal  dependents  who  had  moft 
notorioufly  offended  by  their  arbitrary  exadioas, 
and  fo  furprized  and  .terrified  this  refradtory  lord 
by  the  vigour  of  his  operations,  that  he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  fubmit,  offered  to  abide  a  juft  and 
honourable  trial  for  anydifloyalty  objeded  to  him, 
and  found  feveral   furcties   of  diftinguifhed  rank 

and 
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and  charadcr  to  anfwer  for  his  appearance,  *  The 
earl  of  Kildare, ,  equally  obnoxious  to  the  gover- 
nour,  was  in  the  next  place  attacked  as  a  difaffefted 
and  rebellious  lord^  and  with  fome  difficulty  re- 
duced, taken,  and  imprifoncd ;  to  the  utter  ter- 
rour  and  confufion  of  thofe  great  lords  of  the 
Englifh  race,  who  had  fo  long  defpifed  the  weak- 
nefs  of  government,  and  particularly  of  the  earl  of 
Defmond'',  who  was  fo  (hocked  at  the  intrepid 
feverity  of  UfFord,  and  fo  confcious  of  his  own 
irregular  conduft,  that  he  retired  in  difmay,  and 
left  his  furcties  to  anfwer  for  this  ungenerous 
default. 

The  fpirit  of  this  chief  governour  nriight  have 
proved  of  con fider able  ufe  in  quelling  the  difobe- 
dient  both  of  the  Irifli  and  Englifh  race  :  but  his 
fudden  death  deprived  his  matter  of  a  meritorious 
fervant,  who  had  fupported  his  interefts  and  con- 
duced his  government  with  vigour  and  fuccefs,  ia 
defpite  of  oppofition  and  popular  odium.  Sir 
John  Morris  his  fucceffor,  afted  veith  greater^e- 
nity  and  condefcenfion.  He  relealed  Kildare  from 
prifon^  and  when  a  violent  infurreftion  in  Ulfter 
determined  the  king  to  fubftitute  Roger  Darcy 
firft^,  and  afterwards  Walter  de  Bermirigham  in 
his  room,  Defmond  was  again  emboldened  to  ap- 
pear and  remonftrate  againft  the  wrongs  he  alledged 
to  have  received  from  UfFord^.  Bermingham 
warmly  efpoufed  his  caufe,  and  fent  him  into 
England  to  feek  redrefs  from  the  throne.  No  fea- 
fon  could  have  been  more  favourable  to  his  appli- 
cation«  Edward  had  formed  his  armament,  and 
was  now  on  the  point  of  embarking  on  his  glori- 
ous-expedition into  France ''•     He  had  two  years 

before 
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before  fummoncd  this  earl,  with  others  of  the 
great  Englifh  lords  of  Ireland,  to  attend  him  with 
their  powers.  Defmond  was  appointed  to  lead 
.twenty  mdn  at  arms,  and  fifty  hoblcrs  :  Kildare, 
the  fame  numbers.;  others  were  to  furniih  fuch  a 

number  of  each  as  fuitcd  the  extent  of  their  feveral 

» 

poffeflions,  fo  as  to  ccwnplete  the  number  of  one 
hundred  a^d  ninety  men  at  arms,  and  five  hundred 
hoblers.  Whetlier  this  little  band  now  attended, 
oc  that  the  king  procured  a  greater  force  from  Ire- 
land, doth. not  appear  from  record ;  but  he  was  at 
leaft  folicitotts  to  engage  Defmond  in  his  fervicb, 
a  nobleman  of  fuch  extenfive  following,  fuch 
powerful  conne<3:ions,  and  fo  great  popularity  in 
Ireland^  His  complaints  were  received  with  the 
moft  gracious  attention ;  he  was  affured  of  a 
fpeedy»  rcftoration  of  his  lands: ;  he  was  in  the 
mean  time  taken  into  the  king's  pay;  he  attended 
him  with  a  conliderable  tr^in  into  France ;  and  by 
the  gracious  manner  of  his  reception,  theeari  of 
Kildare  was  afterwards  induced  to  take  the  fame 
part.  In  the  winter  after  the  vidtbry  of  Crecy, 
we  find  a  fmall  number. of  the  Englifli  nobility  d£ 
Ireland  again  nfummioned  to  attend  the  king's 
ilandard ;  and  Kildare,  particularly,  was  fo  diftin- 
guiihed  by  his  valour  at  the  fiege  of  Calais",  that 
he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  the 
king's  hand ;  and  returned  to  his  country  with 
that  confequence  naturally  derived  from  the  royal 
favour;  and  the  brilliancy  of  the  fervice  in  which 
he  had  engaged. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  defence  of  the  knglifh 
territory  againft  the  perpetual  incurfions  of  the 
Irifh  was  not  neglected  by  the  chief  governours 

Morris 
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Morris  and  Bcrriiingham".  Wc  find  them  fix- 
qucntly  commiffioning  the  principal Eaglifli  fettlcrs 
of  the  different  diftrids.  to  raife  forces,  to  make 
war  upon  the  enemy,  or  to  confer  and  treat  with 
them,  as  the  public  fcrvice  might:  require.  In 
order  to  remedy  the  abiife  of  c/ynerand  Imery,  and 
to  relieve  the  fubjed:  from  the  heavy  oppreffioB 
of  fuch  demands^,  it  had  been  refolved,  in  a  par*- 
Hafnent  held  by  Bermingham  at  Kilkenny,  to  grant 
a  Tubfidy  for  maintenance  of  the  Irifh  war,  of 
two  Shillings  from  every  carocate  of  land,  and  two 
ihDlings  in  thd  ppund  from  every  fubjed  whofe 
perfon^l  fortune  amounted  to  fix  pounds.  An 
incident  which  arofe  from .  this  grant  marks  the 
natuit:  and  effctSti  of:  thofer  national  and  party  pre^ 
judices,  which  the  fituation  of  this  country  n^*- 
leded  as  it  was,  and^managed  without  found  policy 
or  integrity, :  naturally  produced. 

Ralph  Kelly,  an  Irifliman,juft  now  promoted 
to  the  ifec  of  Cafliel^,-  who  tho'  he  had  fworn  al- 
legiance,) and  received  his  temporalities  from  the 
king,  yet  was  poflcffiid  with.  alL  the  vtilgar 
^prejudices,  of  his  countrymen^  and  deemed  it 
meritorious  to  cmbarrafs  the  adminiflration  of 
government,  determined  to  give  a  vigourous  op- 
pofitionrto  the  levying  this  fubfidy  through  his 
province.  The  grant,,  it  feems,  :  e:|ctended  to 
ecclefiaftical  perfons^,and  the  tenants  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  lands*  He  fummoned  his  fufFragans  of 
Limerick,  Emly,  and  Lifmore  ;  and,  with  their 
concurrence,  iffued  an  ordinance  that  all  beneficed 
clergymen,  who  fbould  prefiime  to  pay  their  allotted 
portion  of  this  fubfidy,  were   to  be  immediately 

^  -  deprived 

w  Rut.  Tur.  Berm.     k  PIoc.  Car.  si  E.  m.  MS.  Trin.  Col.  Dub. 
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d^pciyed  of  .their  benefices^  and  declared Jncapable 
oi)hQ]diog  my  ecclefiafticftl  i)caefico  iwithjn  the 
|3«Qyin6ti;  aod  that  all  lay-tenants  on,  the  ecclefiaf- 
tical  lands,  who  (hould  comply  with  the  requifition 
of  parliament,  were  to  be  excommunicated,  and 
Amrrii^^kteea  difqqalified  from  enjoying  any 
ecckfiaAita)  preferment,  ev^nto  the  third  genera- 
tion, i;  Nor  did  Jthis  bold  ^di<ft  fatisfy  the  flaming 
2{ea} and iviokace  of  .the.arch,bii[hop.  He.  repaired 
toitbisl:tQwa  of  Clopracl,  in  idlL  the  ftate^  of  his 
<)&ceiMicirthevhabit,  and  with  thojattendaocefuited' 
tt>  the  moft  folemn  exercife  of  hi?  fundtion,  fo  as 
to.  ftrike  tho  minds ;  of  ^  the  faperftitious  1  muljtit ode 
with  grcatf  iljreyerence,  ,  He  publicly  and  folemnly 
denouhted :  the  fentencei:  of  excomnaunkation  on 
all  tlwle  who  paid,;  impofed,  procured,  ofc  in  any 
oiannerr  contributed  to  the  exa^ng  of  this  iuMdy 
Horn  any vof  1  the  perfon^  or  lands  belonging  to  his 
church,  ami  on  William  Epworth,  by  nanac^  jthe 
king « commiffioaer  in  the  county  of  Tipperafy, 
for  recetving  it  -from,  the  feveral  collectors*  Aalih*? 
formatkwi  was  exhibited  againft  the  prelate  for  ihie 
oSoKC^  i. He  denied  the  dbarge :  he  pleadfed^'tligit^ 
by  tbegi^at  charter  granted  by  the  crown  tOfEiig- 
hmd  ai^  lardand,  it  was  provHed  that,  tbcchunch 
both  of  England  and  Ireland  /hould  be  free ;  that, 
by  the  fame  charter,  it  was  ordained  that  thofc  who 
infrit^od  thb  immunities  of  the  church  ihould  be 
^yj^^exccanmuoicatcd  ;  thathe  had  but  excr- 
cHed  his>fj[>iritttal  power,:  In  confequence.  of  tM$ 
ordinance,  againft  thofe  who  violated  the  king's 
peace,  or  levied  money  on  the  fubjei^  without  his 
knowledge  and  afient ;  and  that  Epworth  in  parti- 
citlariiad  beoi  exconamtmicated.for  refuiing  canoni- 
cal obedience  to  his  ordinary..  Both  the  axchbifhop 
and  his  fufFragans,  however,  were  found  guilty  ; 
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but  tho'  they  rcpcatwlly  rcfufed  to  appear  in  arreft 
of  judgement,  they  feem  to  have  been  too  power- 
ful, and  their  canfe  too  popular  for  the  offence  to 
receive  its  due  punifhnMnt. 

By  the  attention  of  the  king*  to  prohibit  the 
great  lords  of  Ireland  fronir'dcparting  at  their  plea- 
fure  from  the  kingdom^,  to  the  utter  deiertion  of 
their  duties  and  offices,  by  the  removal  of  minifters 
cither  infufficient  or  corrupt,  but,  above  all,  by 
the  favour  fhewn  to  the  earls,  of  Defmond  aad 
Kildare,  the  peace  of  the  Englilh  territories  was 
for  fbixie  time  prefcrved,  without  any  exteniive  or 
dangerous  irruption  ;  and  the  king's  deputies  left 
to  fummon  parliaments,  and  devife  means  for  cor^^ 
reding;  the  abufes  and-  degeneracy  of  the  Englilh 
inhabitants.  Sir  Thomas  Rokeby*,  an  Englifh 
knight,  who  affumcd  the  reigns  of  government  with 
an  equity  and  integrity  unknown  to  niany  of  hi^ 
predeccfrors,-applicd  himfeif  to  this  neccflary  work 
with  peculiar  zeal ;  and,  by  liis  own  difintereiled 
moderation,  fet  a  noble  example  to  thofe  lords 
who'  had  been  habituated  to  pillage  and  opprefs 
their  inferiours.  **  I  am  ferved,*' •  faid  the  honeft 
Engliflimin,  •^  without  parade  or  Jfplencfour ;  but 
*'  let  my  diflies  be  wooden,  rather^  than  my  cre- 
•^  ditors  unpaid.*'  But  flranger  as  he  was  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  country,  and  ^  the  paffions 
and  interefts  6{  thofe  he  was  to  govern,  integrity 
anddifinterefted  zeal  could  not  give  the.due  weight 
and  confequence  to  his  adminiftrationf .  The  infur- 
redions  of  the  Irifh  again  grown  fo  coniiderable 
as  to  occafion  a  general  proclamation,  of  tie  royal 
Jervice^  whereby  all  the  Englifli  fubjeta^  in  every 
quarter  of  the  realm  were  called  to  take  arms 

againil 
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againft  the  common  cnemy>  dctefinincd  the  king 
to  entc'uft  his  Irifh  government  to  the  earl  of  Def- 
mondy  now  completely  rcinftated  in  his  favour  ; 
and  who,  by  his  connexions  and  dependencies,  as 
well  as  by  his  warlike  difpofition,  feemed  better 
calculated  for  governing  in  the  prefent  difordercd 
ftate  of  his  affairs  4 

Mis  death,  which  happened  foon  after  his  pro- 
motion", reftored  Rokeby  to  the  adminiftration  ^ 
whofe  power  was  confined  to  the  procuring  ufeful 
ordinances  of  parliament,  pointed  chiefly  againfl 
the  degeneracy  of  the  old  Englifh.  the  equity 
of  the  crown  (hewed  that  attention  to  the  eafe 
and  fecurity  of  the  Irifh  fubjedts,  which  their  own 
great  lords  denied  them.  In  all  erroneous  proceed- 
ings of  their  courts,  they  had  hitherto  been  obliged 
to  feek  redrefs  in  England;  but  their  own  parlia- 
ments were  now  to  take  cognizance  of  all  fuch 
matters '',  and  to  decide  the  rights  of  the  fubje<fts, 
without  expofing  them  to  unneceflary  trouble  and 
expence.  Some  other  regulations  for  the  better 
inflrudion  of  the  people,  and  preventing  the  in^ 
convenience  arifing  from  the  non-refidence  of  their 
paflors,  particularly  in  the  diocefe  of  Dublin,  were 
followed  by  a  folemn  ordinance  for  the  regulation 
both  of  church  and  flate,  and  the  more  effectual 
execution  of  the  Englifh  laws'".  They  begin,  as 
ufual,  with  a  declaration  that  the  liberties  and  im- 
munities of  the  church  fhall  be  preferved  inviolate, 
and  proceed  to  point  out.  the  legal  and  regular 
method  for  adjufling  the  general  interefls  and  con- 
cerns of  the  ilate.  *^  We  will  and  command," 
**  faith  the  king'',  ''  that  our  affairs,   and  thofe  of 

Vol.  I.  B  b  **  our 

-H  A.  D,  I3j6.  T  Piynr  Anim.p.  286. 
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*/  our .  Jja^P,  r-efpecially  th^  great  and  iiardi;Kiiis, 
*'  fhaU,b(p  referred  to  our  councils,  compafel  of 
**  ikilfiil  coUnfellors^  prelat^j.  nobles,  and  oth«' 
**  difci-eet  and  honeft  mra,.  in  tbofe  pa^s  ,contigu- 
<*  ous  to  the  places  where  futh^  councils'  fliall  be 
*<  hddi  and'  to  be  fummoned  for  this  purpofb  ^ 
**  but  in  PARLIAMENT,  fhall  bc,,  by  our  coun- 
**  fellors,  prelates,  nobles,  and  others  of  the  land 
'*  aforefaid,  agreeably  to  juftice^  law,  cuftpm,  and 
*^  reafon,  faithfully  treated;  ddbafed, .  difcufled> 
"  and  finally  determinedi  Without  fear,  favour, 
^*  hatred^;  bribe,  or  any  iinifter  influence."  *'  By 
*^  this  ordinanpe,"  faith  lord  Coke*',  **  the  parlia- 
**  meots  of  Ireland  are  regulated  according  to  the 
«*  infl:itution  of  England  ;  for  before  this  time, 
^'.  the  conventions  in  Ireland  were  not  fo  properly 
*'  parliaaients,,  as  aUbmblics  of  great  men/' 

Amono  feveral  provifioiis^forthe  execution  of 
juflice,  the  udminiftration  of  goVernhient,  and  the 
proted:ibn  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fub- 
jed,  agreeably  to  the  great  charter,  we  find 
the  foUpwiiig' Of ticle, worthy. of  diftindt  notice,  as 
it  ihcw^  the  pnefent  temper  of  the.Englifh  fubjefts 
of  Irelaod^  aiid.tb©  reiad  importance  of  thofe  diflfen- 
tions  which  hiad  been  roifcd  and  fomented  among 
them.  ^ 

..  ^*  Item>.  although  the  Englifli  bom  in  Ireland^ 
asi  \Vell'a£  ;tb0fe  born  in  EtiglaEKl,  be  true  Engliih^ 
^^  men,  living  under  oun  dominion  andibvaieigaty, 
**:  and/bottftd  by  the  fame,  law$>  rights  aikdcuf* 
**  tom6i,yet.yarious'diflBntions  and  maintenances 
**  have  arifen, among  thofe  of  both  raccs^  on.  ac* 
^*  count  of    na^tional  diflindtion,    from  ,whJmcc 

.  ,        ./  *'  fome 
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♦^  fomel  evils  have  irifcn^  and  fttU  greater  are  to 

^*  be  apprehended,  unlcfs   a  remedy  be  fpeedily 

**  applied*— Our  plcafure  is,  and  weftri<93y  enjoin, 

**  that  our  lord  joftice  calling  to  him  our  chan- 

^f  cellor  and  treafiircr  of  Ireland,  and  fuch  nobles 

^*  as  he  {hall  judge  proper  to  be  called  from  the 

^*  neighbouring  diilridh,  where   fuch  diflenlions 

**  have  arifeni  fliall  frequently,  and  as  often  as  need 

**  maybei  diligently^  enquire  into  fuch  diflfentions, 

*'  maintenances,  and  fadions,  and  the  names  of 

**  thofe  by  whom  they  are  fupported,  and  caufiiig 

**  dueprocefs  to  be  made  againft  the  delinquents, 

**  fliall,  .when  convided,  punifli  them  by  impri*- 

**  foriment,    fine,    oh  bdier  juft  method,  as  fuch 

**  diflcnfiohs  manifeftly  tend  to  lead  Our  liege  peo- 

**  pic  into  fedition  and'  treafon." 

But  \  while  the  royal  authority  appllfed  remedies 
to  one  diforder,  others  wel-e  ever  ready  to  break 
out,  and  elude  the  infufficien*  endeavours  of  go- 
vernment. The  old  Englifli,  indeed,  hated  their 
nfewly  arrived  brethren  j  but  their  prfde  ftillpre- 
.vcnted  them  from  uniting  with  their'  brethren  of 
the'>fbne  race.  They  were  ever  re^dy  to  invade 
andhairafs  each  other^,  fo  as  to  oblige  the  king  by 
frequfant/riiandatcs  toiforbid  their  pfetty  excurfioris, 
and  tooompofe  their^  brawls^.  The  allianccjs  which 
iheyffirmfed  wi^Iiiih  families,  and  the  pdrtikli-^ 
tfcs  arifing  frofni^h^  coftticxibiiS,'  intfddueed  a 
nimib^l^bf  fccr^t:4flemi€s  into  th^  Eilglifli  fettle- 
ments,  readyr  to b«ray  the*  people  they  cohfortcd 
withi>  iftduftriou*  to  fedate  tne  filbjifl:,  and  by 
fecrctlnfindltion^  dr  ^riaturalirtfluehceof  con* 
ftantand -fariiiliar  intercourfe  to  detach  him  from 
Wb  '  countrymen,,  and  «4^  form  his  miwihers  and 

B  b   2  affeilions 

T  Rot,  Tur.  Bcrm.  . 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


fiz      HISTORY    OF   IRELAND.    B.  11. 

afFedions  by  the  Irifti  model.  To  guard  agaiflft 
the  treacherous  fubtility  of  the  Irifh,  and  to  cut 
off  that  dangerous  correfpondcnce  which  the  grow- 
ing degeneracy  of  the.Englifh  had  encouraged", 
it  was  enjoined  by  royal«mandate,  that  no  mere 
Irifhman  fhould  be  admitted  into  any  office  or  truft 
in  any  city,  borough,  or  caftle,  in  the  king's  land: 
that  no  bifliop  or  prior,  under  the  king's  dominion 
and  allegiance,  ihould  admit  any  of  this  race  to 
an  ecclefiaftical  benefice,  or  into  any  religious 
houfe,  pn  account  of  confanguinity,  or  other 
pretend^,  whatever.  Malice  and  felf-intereft  were 
careful  to  take  advantage  of  this  order,  and  to 
extend  it  beyond  the  original  intention.  The  de- 
nized Irifh  were  excluded  from  ecclefiaftical  pre- 
ferments, by  virtue  of  the  claufe  which  directed 
that  thefe  (hould  be  conferred  on  Englifh  clerks. 
They  had  the  fpirit  to  apply  to  parliament  for  re- 
lief, and  the  fuccefs  to  obtain  an  explanation  in 
favour  of  their  rights. 

SiTBjECTs  divided  and  difcoiitented,  engaged  by 
theii-  p?tty  fadions  and  competitions,  cotfld  not 
even  ^repel  the  aflaults  of  their  common  enemy, 
much  left  recover  thofe  extenfive  tradte,  from 
which  they  had  been  gradually  ejected  by  the  old 
natives.  O'Niakl  fron^t  the  North,  O'Brien  from 
the  South;  rnade  dreadful  inro^  on  the  Englifh 
Settlements,  boafted  theirhoftilt  mtcntions,  watch- 
ed every  ad v^ntag^  and  fomented  and  aflifted  the 
infurre<a:ions,<rf  other  Irifh  chkftains;  A, perpe- 
tual ftate  of  war  epprefTedand  wafted  the  country. 
A  want  of  concert  and  uni6n  among  the  Irifti  pre- 
vented them  from  demolifliing  the  whole  ftibric  of 
Englifh  power,  by  one  general  and  decifive  aflault 

On 
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On  the  other  hand*,  the  divifions  and  jealoufies  of 
the  Engliflx  race,  and  the  negled:  of  tbofe,  who, 
defpiflng  the  country  from  whence  they  drew  their 
revenues,  abfented  themfelves  in  England^  left  the 
enemy  to  harrafs  thofe  whom  they  could  not  fub- 
due;  and  obliged  the  fubjeft  to  maintain. a  num- 
ber of  idle  guards  and:  borderers,  no  lefs  vexatious 
and  oppreffive  than  their  invaders. 

Edward,  who  had  been  habituated  to  fuccefs 
and  glory,  beheld  thefe  complicated  diforders  of 
his  Irifli  dominions  with  impatience ;  and  deter- 
mined to  purine  fome  vigourous  meafures,  both 
for  fubduing  the  Irifb,  and  reforming  his  Englifli 
iubjeds.  Lord  Lionel  his  fecond  Ion,  had  been 
affianced  in  his  tender  years  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
to  the  late  earl  of  UHler,  and  claimed  that  earl- 
dom in  right  of  his  wife,  as  well  as  the  lordfhip 
of  Connaught,  with  all  the  valuable  andjextenfive 
domains  annexed  to  thefe  titles^.  Inrall  thefe 
diftrifts,  writs  had  for  many  years  ran  in  the  prince's 
name.  But  this  was  little  more  than  a  formal 
cxercife  of  authority,  not  generally  ackna^ledged 
or  obeyed;  as  the  Irifti  chieftains  of;  Gonnaught 
and  Tirowen  had  repofleffed  themfelves  of  the 
greateft  part  of  thefe  lands  which  the  late  earl 
enjoyed,  and  were  ftill  labouring  to  extirpate  the 
remains  of  his  Englifli  tenantry.  The  imerefts  of 
his  fon,  therefore,  as  well  as  the '  general  welfare 
of  the  Irifli  dominions^,  determined  Edward  to 
confign  the  government  of  Ireland  to  Lionel,  with 
fuch  powers  as  might  give  weight  and  dignity  to 
his  adminiftratipn,  and  fuch  a  force  as  might 
ehable  him  to  carry  on  his  military,  operations  with 
vigour  and  fuccefs^.      With   an  earneftnefs  and 

folemnly 
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folemnity  which  fccmed  the  priludc  to  ibme  great 
dcfign,  the  king's  writs  were  iffued  to  all  thofe 
nobles  of  England,  of  either  fex,  who  he^ld  lan4 
in  Ireland,  fummoning  them  to  appear  cither  in 
pcrfon  or  by  proxy  before  the  king  and  coundl, 
there  to  deliberate  on  the  meafures  neceffary  fw 
the  defence  of  this  realm ;  and  in  the  mean  timCj 
to  hold  all  the  force  th^y  could  command,  in  rea^. 
dinefs,  to  attend  his  fon,  *  A  royal  proclamatioa 
was  alfo  iflued  in  the  feverai  counties  of  England^ 
that  all  thofe  of  Inferiour  ranji  who  held  Hnds  in 
Ireland,  (hould  repair  thither  to  the  prince'^  fer- 
vice"*.  About  fifteen  hundred  men  were'  tbtw 
collefted*  Lord  Lionel  the  general,  wfis  attenckd 
by  Ralph  earl  of  Stafford,  James  earl  of  Ormond, 
Sir  John  Carew,  Sir  William  Windibre,  and  otbcf 
knights  and  kaders  of  diftindfioru 

This  troop,  inconfiderable  as  it  may  be  deemed 
in  thefc  times,  yet  if  duly  reinforced  and  fiipported 
by  the  great  lords  of  Ireland,  might  have  proved 
of  confiderable  fervice  in  repelling  and  fubduing 
the  Irifli  infurgents.  But  lord  Liopel  pafied  ioto 
Ireland  with  all  thofe  unhappy  prepoffeffions  and 
falfe  ideas  which  intcrefted  dependents  are  careful 
to  infufe  into  the  unguarded  minds  of  princes. 
Such  aggravated  reprefentations  h^d  been  made  of 
the  degeneracy  of  the  old  Englifti  fettlers,  that  be 
learned  to  regard  the  whole  race  indifcriminately, 
as  unworthy  of  his  confidence,  and  utterly  difaf- 
fedted  to  his  father's  interefts  and  government.  He 
was  furrounded  by  the  faction  of  Epglifh  birth ; 
he  liftened  to  their  fuggeflions  ;  adopted  their 
paflions  ^;  and  by  a  proclamation  dictated  by  tlje 
utmoft  violence  of  pride  and  prejudice,  ftriaJy 
^  fdrbad 
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forbad  all  the  old  EriglIfh,^or  any  of  the- king^s 
fubjedls  of  Iriih  birth  to  approach  his  tait>p. 
Thus,  he  offended  and  infulted  the  moft  powi^rm 
party  in  the  realm ;  who,  whik  they  juftly  cla- 
moured againft  this  ungenerous  return  to  ^  the  Fcr- 
vices  of  their  anceftors,  add  their  own,  at '  thd 
fame  time  derided  the  ihfituated  policy,  which 
deprived  their  new  governour  bf-the  only  affiftancc 
which  might  give  the* leaff:  profpdft  of  fUcgefe  to 
his  operations,  '  *   \ 

The  f^iace  was .thuskft ;with ^ thofe jof  /Englifli 
births  to  fra\^eriie  a  ftrange  iCpuntry> : wilbout.  ad\dce 
or  direftion ;  and  to  attack  an  enemy  whofe  cha- 
raifter  and  manner  of  war  were  entir^liy  i^aknOwn. 
As  the=  je.dii<aion  qf  the, no^thfera  province  was  of 
too  tn.ujch  cpnfequcnce  ta  be  undertaken  i^ntil 
Leinfter;  ihould  be  firft. fecur:ed  againft  the.  infur- 
gents  of  the  South,  the  prince  firft  det^rftvin^d  to 
quell  the  tavagers  of .  thfe  EngUfh*  •pnovii^ce,.  and 
bent  bis  force  againft  tb^  xhi^tain  <:>f  Thomond^ 
their  priacipal  fupporter^:  He  marched  ^forward 
without  guidance  orintciligcnce.  Thpenenjiy  ho- 
vered about  his  campi  fuddealy  difappeared>  mA 
again  renewed  their  defultory  aflaulta.  Hi^  men  were 
perplexed,  aad  their  progiefe  £Low.  Om  of  his 
advanced  parties  was  iurpriaed  and  attacked  with 
fuch  fuea^fs^  that  a  cooiidefable  number  fell  upon 
the  field  of  aftioji.  To  encreafe  this  nw)rtifica:tion, 
numbers  of  his  foldiers  deferted  to  the  enemy. 
Incidents  fo  alarming  roufed  the  princ?  from  his . 
errour  :  and  if  not  too  generou$,  he  was  at  leaft 
in  too  imminent  danger  to  delay  the  correftion  of 
it  for  a  moment-  The  old  Englifli  were  invited 
and  required  by  proclamation^Ttcratt^nd  bis  ftand- 
ard  ^  5  while  his  father,  by  a  fecond  ptelamation, 
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in  which  the  perilous  fituaticm'of  lord  Lionel  was 
minutely  defcrlbed^  coxpn^nded  all  tbofe  nobles 
of  the  Englifli  nation>  who  had  not  obeyed  his 
former  order,  to  repair  without  delay  to  Ireland^ 
and  joip  the  prince's  troops,  on  pain  of  forfeiture 
of  aU  therr  lands  aJi4  poueflions.  The  ihvitation 
to  the  fubjedls  of  Ireland,  of  the  old  Englifli  race, 
had  a  fpeedier  and  more  falutary  effecft.  They  re-r 
forted  in  gre?it  numbers  to  the  duke  of  Clarence^, 
(for  this  title  had  been  now  conferred  on  lord 
Lionel)  and  by  their  affiftance  he  gained  confider- 
able  advantages  over  the  enemy,  fo  as  in  a  great 
meafurc  to  break  the  fpifit  and  power  of  O'Brien, 

He  returned,  after  fome  fuccefsful  expeditions 
of  lefs  moment  than  his  flatterers  afcribed  to 
them;  and  refuming  the  feat  of  government  in 
the  triumph  of  a  conqueror,  conrcrred  the  ho^ 
nour  of  knighthood  on  feveral  of  his  followers. 
Such  favourable  fentiments  were  conceived  of  his 
adminiftration,  and  fuch  fanguine  expectations 
of  his  fuccefs  againft  the  Irifti  enemy,  that  the 
king  8  fubjeds'',  both  laity  and  clergy,  granted 
him  two  years  value  of  their  revenues  to  maintain 
the  war  :  a  liberality  the  more  chearfully  diiplay- 
ed,  as  his  forces  had  ever  been  retained  within  the 
ftriifteft  rules  of  difcipline",  without  burdening 
the  people  by  thofe  arbitrary/exadions  which  had 
ufually  been  pradifed  for  the  maintenanceofarmies. 

The  duke  was  however  foon  recalled  into 
England,  and  left  thofe  fadions  which  his  own 
weak  condud  had  contributed  to  enflame  among 
the  fubjeds  of  Ireland,  to  raife  the  moft  dangerous 
diflenfions,     Englifli  by  birth,    and  Englifli   by 

race, 
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i;ace,  were  become  terms  of  odious  diftindion  ; 
and  every  day  produced  violences,  which  gradually 
became  confiderable  enough,  to  require  the  imme- 
diate iot^rpofition  of  the  king"".  He  commanded 
that  no  Englifh  fubjcft  born  in  Eligland,  or  in 
Ireland,  (hould  make  or  caufe  diflention,  raife 
debate,  or  contumely,  under  the  penalty  of  im- 
prifonment  for  two  years. 

Clarence  v^as  fucceeded  by  the^e^rl  of  Or- 
mond,  wlip  again  refigned  to  the  duke  :  and  he  as 
fuddenly  left  the  admihiftration  to  Sir  Thomas 
Pale,  an  Englifh  knight,rOf  too  little  confecjuencc 
to  fupprefs  the  diflentions  of  the  Englifh,  much 
lefs  to  unite  them  in  any  fprvice  of  real  moment. 
So  that  in  the  year  1367,  Clarence  was  once  niore 
fent  over  to  item  the  torrAt  of  corruption  and 
diforder,  ;by  the  authority  of  his  ftation.  Expe-. 
riencc  had  convinced  him  that  the  efFedual  redudti- 
pn  of  the  Irifh  enemy  was  an  arduous  tafk,  neither 
to  be  undertaken  precipitately,  nor  executed  with- 
out peril,  even  if  the  fituation  of  England  could 
allow  him  a  force  adequate  to  fuch  an  attempt. 
He  was  by  this  time  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
circumftances  of  the  country  in  which  he  go- 
verned, not  to  fee  and  know  that  the  firft  objedt 
of  his  care  fhould  be  the  reformation  of  the  Englifh 
fettlers.  And  to  this  great  work  he  applied  with 
?eal  and  diligence, 

A  PARLIAMENT  was  fummoncd  to  meet  at 
Kilkenny,  and  proved  a  more  refpedtable  and  nu- 
merous afTembly  than  had  hitherto  been  convened 
in  Ireland.  The  prelates  of  Dublin,  Cafhel, 
Tuam,    Lifmore,     Waterford,    Killaloe,    Offory, 

Leighlin, 
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Lcighlin,  Cloyne,  obeyed  the  fummons  of  the 
king's  fon.  The  temporal  peers  and  commons 
chearfully  attended.  Both  eftates  fat  togedier: 
and  the  rcfult  of  theif  deliberations  was  tliat  ordi- 
nance, known  in  Ireland  by  the  name  of  the 
Statute  of  Kilkenny. 

The  preamble  of  this  ftattite  recites^,  with  a 
decifion  not  without  colour,  but  yet  too  general 
and  indifcriminate,  that  the  Englifh  of  the  realm 
of  Ireland,  •  before  the  arrival  of  the  duke  cf  Cla- 
rence, were  become  mere  Irifh  in  their  language, 
names,  apparel^  and  manner  tyt  hvin^ ;  had  re- 
jefted  the  Engltfh  laws,  and  fubmitted  toihofe  of 
the  Irifh,  with  whom  they  had  united  by  marri- 
age-alliance, to  the  ruin  -of  the  general  weal. — It 
was  therefore  enacfted,  that  marriage,  nurture  of 
infants,  and  goffipred  with  the  Iriflh,.  (bould  be 
conlidered  and  punifhed  as  high  treafon,—r Again, 
if  any  man  of  Engltfh  race  fhall  -ufe  an  Irifh 
name,  the  Irifh  language,  or  the  Irifh  apparel,  or 
any  mode  or  cuftom  of  the  Irifh,  the  aft  provides 
that  he  fhall'  forfeit  lands  and  tenemei:its,'  tmtii  he 
hath  given  'fecurity  in  the  court  of  chancery,  ta 
conform  in  every  particular  to  the  Englifti  manners; 
or,  if  he  have  no  lafids,  that  he  fhalj  beimprifoned 
until  the  like  fecurity  be  given, — •t^heBrehon  law 
WJis  pronounced,  (and  juftly)  to  be  a  pernicious 
•cuflom  and  innovation  lately  introduced  among  the 
Englifh  fubjeds.  It  was  therefore  ordained  that  in 
all  their  controverfies  they  fhould  be  governed  by 
the  common  law  of  England ;  and  that  whoever 
fhould  fubmit  to  the  Irifh  jurifdidtion,  was  to  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  high-treafon.  As  the  Englilh 
had  been  accuflomed  to  make  war  and  peace  with 
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the  bori^pihg  ehemy  at  theif^^lfeafure,  they -were 
nttw  ej^pi^ftly  proh^ited  frtotti  fevybg  War  iipon 
the  Iriih,  without  fpecid  warrant  from  the  ftate. 
It  was^  al^  *made  highly  penal  to  the  EnglJfh,  to 
permit  tfefciif  Iriih  neighboi*s^  t^  gf a«e  their  iitnAs, 
to  prefent  them  to  ecclefi^fticfel  benefices,  or  to 
receive  themf  into  monafteriiis  orlrdigious  houjfes ; 
to  4enfirt35nithek  bards,  Whfe  jj^ertedthiif  iriia- 
ginations  by  Toniarttic  tafleS -^^  6f  thieiir  news*  tellers', 
who  feduced  them  by  falfe  reports.  It  was  made 
felony  to  impofe  or  cefs  any  forces  upon  the  Eng- 
lUh  lubjedl  .agiinft  his  will.'  'ftnd  as  the  royal 
liberties  dnd  fraftchifes  wei^'bec^otnefantfkuaries  for 
matefaftoi's,  eiiprefs  powxr  watS'^iven  to  the  king's 
(henfFs  to  entdr  into  all  franchifes,  and  there  to 
apprehend  felons  or* traitors.  'LalHy,  becaufe  the 
great  lords,  -when  they  levied  forces  for  the  public 
fervice,  aded  with  partialityjl  knd  laid  unequal 
burdens  upori  th^  ^libjefts,  it  vvaS  ordained,  that 
fout  wardens  of  the  peace  in 'every  county  (hould 
adjudge  what  then  and  armour  ^ery  lord  or  tenant 
(hould  provide;'  The  ftatiite  was  ^  promu}gcd  with 
particular -foTcmriity  i  and  the  fpiritual  lords^the 
better  to  enforife  dbedience,  denounced  an  excom- 
munication on  thofe  who  ihouH  prefume  t6  violate 
Jtinany  inftance.  '  /  v.       - 

^s  SuGH  werle  the  inftitutiQQS:  .cf  this  affcnibly; 
quoted  in  Ireland  with  reverence,  confirnnied  aiid 
renewed  in.&fter-^timps,  a^  of  ntkoft.  falutary  influ- 
ence. The  attention  of  Ckroice  'and  his  coun^ 
fellorswas  evidently  confined  to  the  reformation 
of  the  king's  Englifli  fubjfcfts- of  Iceland.  Among 
thcfe,  and  thefe  only,    thcfireftbiiTaw  was  a  lewd 

CUSTOM     CREPT     IN     OF    LATHER     DAYS.       They 

and  they  only  were  forbidden  to  fubmit  to  its  de- 
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cifions.  And  he  wbo  a0crt$  that  this  ftatute  was  a 
formal  abolition  oif  the  Brehpn  jurifdidion  in  every 
part  of  Ireland^  (h<Hild  coniider  what  were  the 
prefcntcircumftances^  of  this  kingdom,  and  what 
the  objedt  and  intention  of  the  ftatute  of  Kilkenny ; 
what  authority  Claij^nce  or  his  father ,  claimed, 
what  power  they  poflefled,  to  give  this  edi^  fuch 
^tenfive  force  and  influence*  Their  parliament 
was  not  fo  abfurd  as  to^lidlate  laws  to  the  fouthern 
and  northern  Iriftif  the  declared  enptpics  gf  their 
authority,  and  defperate  invaders  of  their  lands. 
Nor  had  they  equity  or  good  pc^jcv  to  endeavour 
to  root  out  the  evH  cuftams  of  tnofe  Irifh  who 
fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  government,  aijd  in  their 
room  to  plant  thofe  ialutary  inftitutions  by  which 
they  themfelves  were  governed  and  defended.  Ex- 
tenfive  views,  liberal  fentiments,  and  a  generous 
^eal  for  public  happinefs,  muft  have  prompted 
them  to  fome  meafiircs  for  conciliating  the  affe<ai- 
ons,  as  wella^  fubdyipg  the  perfons  and  poffeffions 
of  the  Irifli ;  muft  have  led  them  to^  deijionftrate 
that  they  were  the  proted:ors  and  bencfa<3ors,  not 
the  arbitrary  niaftersof  thofe  Irifli  natives  whpmt 
they  held  in  fubje<Stion  ;  and  to  convince  the  moft 
obftinate  infurgents,  ;tbat  an  honoiira^i^Ie  fubmiffioa 
to  the  King  of  England  was  the  only  means  of 
refcuing  them  from  the  miferies  of  their  own  petty 
fiaai<»s,and  tyrannies;  ia  glorious  exchange  of  the 
rudencfs,  the  difordcrs,  and  diftrefles  of  anarchy, 
for  the  peace,  the  dignity,  and  the  valuable 
advantages  of  £>cial  and  civil  life. 

But  pride  and  felf-intereft  concumciin  regard- 
ing and  reprefenting  the  Irifli  as  a  race  ut^rly 
irreclaimable.  The  defperate  feiiftance  of  the 
opprelTed,    or  the   violences  of  national   vanity, 

were 
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^vcre  readily  miftakcn  for  the  outrages  of  a  Da<^f  sd 
cruelty  and  barbarifm.  The  tafk  of  reclaiming 
thofe  natives  might  indeed  have  proved  difficult : 
and  v^hat  is  not  to  be  proje<fted  but  by  an  exalted 
genius,  nor  executed  but  by  vigour,  abilities, 
prudence,  and  patience,  a  contrad:ed  mind  and 
indolent  fpirit  readily  believe  to  be  impoffible^ 
upon  the  crafty  fuggeftions  of  thofe  who  arc 
interefted,  or  think  thcmfelves  interefted,  to  defeat 
the  glorious  delign.  The  rdgn  of  a  renowned 
monarch;  in  England,  and  the  prefence  of  his  fon 
in  Ireland,  the  hufbandjofalady  of  Iri(h  birth,  and 
of  an  illuftrious  family,  an  heirefs  of  vaft  pofTeffions, 
were  circumftances  highly  favourable  to  a  generous 
conciliating  fcheme,  whde  apparent  equity  might 
warrant  the  addition  of  military  vigour  againfl:  the 
mofl  defperate  and  abandoned.  The  opportunity 
was  now  loft  5  nor  was  it  recovered  for  ages. 

Yet  ftill  thefolemnity  with  which  thcfe  laws 
were  made  and  promulged,  the  ievere  penalties  by 
which  they  were  enforced,  the  prefence  of  the 
royal  governour,  his  laudable  attention  to  preferve 
difcipline,  and  to  prevent  grievances  within  the 
fphereof  his  authority,  had  no  inconfiderable  eiFe(3:. 
The  old  Englifh  were  reftrained,  and  in  fomc 
degree  reformed ;  and  the  confequences  appeared 
in  the  encreafe  of  the  revenue^  and  the  fufpeniion 
of  thofe  petty  hoftilities  which  the  Englifh  lords 
had  ufualiy  maintained  againft  each  other ^.  But  the 
wifeft  ihfHtutions  could  have  no  permanent  cffc&, 
without  an  adminiftrationrefpe^bleby  its  flrength, 
and  conduiSed  with  that  vigour  necellary  to  ifarikc 
a  lafting  awe  into  the  protid  and  turbulent.  They 
had  been  too  long  habituated  to  difregard  authority^ 

to 
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t0£ii|)tfc)ort!  their  troflfequence  by  the  terrbiir  of  their 
tumultuous  follQwerSi  and  to  decide  their  contro*^ 
vprfies  in  the  field..    On  the  departure  therefore  of 
the  duke  of  Clarence,  when  the  young  Earl   of 
Defmond  had  been  dntrufted  vrith  the  government, 
the  ftate  was  once  more  embroiled  by  the  violences 
of  the  family  of  Becminghath,  which  the  new  lord 
jufticd  in  vain  endeavoured  to  fupprefs.     He  was 
obliged  to  trbat  with  thHe  ravagers  as  with  a  foreign 
power,  and  to  end  the  brawl  by  a  mutual  exchange 
of  prifoncrsj  while, the  Irifli  chieftains' of  Thomond 
and  Connaiight  entered  iinto  a^  formidable  cohfe* 
deracy,    and    threatened   extenfive  and  defperate 
hoftilities^.     The  akrmirig   prpfpedt  determined 
king  Edward  to  renew  his  orders  to  atll  thofe  who 
ahfentcd  thcmfelves  from  their  Irifli  lands,  to  repair 
to    Ireland..  A    parliament   was    fummoned   to 
deliberate  on  the  mcafures  moft  efiedual  for  the 
fecurxty  of  the   king's  Irifli  dominions;  and   Sir 
Williaba  Windlbre,f  ah  Englifli  knight,  who  had 
ferved  under  the  d\ikc  of  Clarence,  was  appointed 
the  king^'s  lieutenant.     In  the  pariiameat  which  he 
convened  at  Kilkenny,  afubfidy  of  three  thoiifand 
pound's,  dftid  another  of  two  thqufand  in  a  following 
feffion,  were  granted  foi?  fupport  of  the  wir  againfl: 
the  Irifli.  i        .  .  : 

But  while  this  aifcmbly  was  delibemting  and 
providtdgj:  the  fbrdca :  of  OJBrifen  \  and  O'Connor 
wcne-Jn.  the  field,"  ifrithout  any:  army  to  oppok 
theiti,  but  fuch  troops  as  the  borderers' and  neigh- 
bouringrlords  ctf  Munfter  could  coH^.  The  earl 
«fi  Defmond,!  particularly  intereftedr  t6  iecure  his 
xmn  lands  from  depredation,  was  the  firft  to  rife  up 
^gainfl:  the  enemy.    He  ^encountered' thehi  near  the 

monaflicry 
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mohaft$t-y  of  Mayo  ;  but  Jbijs  infcrioub  }iu>»bers, 
baftily  riaifed  and  ill  appoiatfed^  rec^l^cd  ft  tbfel 
def43ac.  Their. leader  Was  flain,  andfeveral  of  his 
nobleft  followers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy* 
The  lieutenant,  whofe  nlilitdi-y  operatiprts  had  as 
yet  efFe^ed'  nothing  more  important  than  th^  re- 
dudioft  of  fome  iiicdnfiderable  fepts  of  Leinfter, 
was  determined  by  this  intelligence  to  lead  his 
forces  into  the  South.  But  the  enemy,  as  ufual^ 
had  retired  to  their  inacceffible  haunts,  when  the 
vidlory  was  obtained,  and  left  Windfore  to  make 
war  on  fome  inferiour  chieftbins.  The  only  fer- 
vice  he  could  perform  was  that  of  forcing,  ohe  of 
thcfe  to  give  hoftages,  as  a  furety  for  keeping  the 
peace  with  fome  neighbouring  Englifh  fettlements, 
and  to  reAore  fome  ornanaents  of  which  he  had 
plundered  their  churches.  To  reftrairt  thefc 
numerous  infurredtions,  by  which  every  part  of  the 
Englifii  territories  was  perpetually  infefted,  the 
influence  not  only  of  the  powerful  Engliflli  but 
the  well-affeded  Irifli,  was  employed:  Several  of 
thcfe  were  engaged  and  paid  by  the  king,;  to  watch 
the  motions  of  their  countrymen,  and  to  oppofo 
their  violences. 

On  the  departure  of  Windfore,  Mautice  earl  of 
Kildftre  fucceeded  to  the  adminiftration  of  a  dif« 
tempered  and  difoidered  flate^  So  confiderable  Wab 
the  progrefs  of  the  Irifh  natives,  and  fuch  extenfivfc 
tra^  had  they  recovered  from  the  Englifh  fet- 
tlers^^,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to  exonerate  the 
lands ffomfcutage  which  they  had  feized^  and  to 
difed  that  thofe  only  fliould  be  charged  with  this 
iervice,  which  his  Englifh  fubjedls  ftill  retained  in 
a(^ual  poifeflion.   .  Such    conceptions  had  been 
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formed  of  the  ftatc  of  Ireland^  and  the  diforders 
of  its  inhabitants,  that  even  they  who  had  received 
Irifli  grants,  could  neither  be  perfuadcd  to  repair 
thither,  nor  to  fend  any  perfons  to  the  cuftody  of 
their  lands,  notwithflanding  the  reiterated^  edids 
of  the  king.  The  flail  cncreafing  tumults  in  the 
government  of  Sir  Robert  Afliton,  fucccffor  to 
Kildare,  ferved  to  encreafe  the  horrour  and  dctef- 
tation  conceived  of  this  country.  The  evils  of 
war  and  commotion  are,  at  a  difl:ance,  generally  re* 
latcd  with  pathetic  force  and  aggravation:  and  pre- 
judice and  credulity  liften  4o  the  mofl:  ^ctravagant 
rcprefentations.  When  Sir  Richard  Pembridgc, 
onfc  of  the  king's  fervants,  and  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  had  been  appointed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland •",  he  (huddcred  at  the  thought  of 
ruling  in  a  country  ovcrfpread  with  barbarous  and 
malignant  ftvages.  He  refufcd  to  execute  his 
commiflion  ^  and  it  was  adjudged  that  this  rcfufal 
was  ftridtly  legal ;  for  that,  refidencc  in  Ireland, 
even  in  the  ftation  •afligned  to  him,  was  but  an 
honourable  exile  ^  -  and  that  no  man  could  by  law 
be  forced  to  abandon  his  country,  except  in  cafe 
of  abjuration  for  felony,  or  by  a6t  of  parliament. 

The  adminiftration  of  Irifli  government  was 
therefore  again  afligned  to  Sir  William  Windforc. 
His  former  government  had  not  been  unimpeuch^. 
It  had  been  reprefentcd   to  the  king,  that  in  a 

Earliament  held  by  him  in  Dublin^,  a  propofal 
ad  been  made  to  gr^t  a  fupply  by  Mrfain  duties 
highly  oppreflive  and  injurious  to  the  fubjed;  that 
the  propofal  had  .been  rejeded  ;  that  the  minofi^ 
prefumcd  to  affemble  feparately,  as  if  they  w««4 
regular  parliament,  and  impofed  thefe  dutiel  jhi 

three 
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years  ;  and  that  Windforc,  when  this  pretended 
a6k  came  to  be  enrolled,  altered  the  tctm  by  hi? 
own  authority,  and  made  the  grant  pietrpctiial.  But 
though  the  king  diredled  that  this  grievous  charge 
{houH  be  examined,  and  the  injurious  proceedings 
revcrfed,  yet  a  mifdemeanour,  which  Indicated 
^eal  for  the  king's  ferviee,  was  eafily  forgiven :  and 
Windfore  was  thought  fo  neceflary  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Irifh  ajfFairs,^  that  he  was  even  allowed  to 
didlatc  the  conditions  on  which  he  would  accept 
his  office.  He  promifed  only  the  cuftody  of  tho 
king  s  lands  not  to  make  any  ofFenfive  war,  not  to 
recover  any  of  thofe  diftridts  which  had  been 
conquered  by  the  Irifh.  He  obtained  a  new  order 
for  the  attendance  and  affiftance  of  ab&ntees  ; 
together  with  an  annual  appointment  of  eleven 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds,  to  defray  the  charges 
of  his  govcrnn^ent  i  a  fum  which  exceeded  the 
whole  Irifh  revenue.  For  we  are  aflbred  by  Sir 
John  Davys,  on  the  moft  accurate,  refcarch,  that 
the  whole  revenue  of  the  realm  of  Ireland,  certain 
and  cafual,  did  not  amount  to  ten  thoufand  pounds 
annually,  though  the  medium  be  taken  from  the 
beft  fevcn  years,  during  the  long  reign  of  Edward 
the  third. 

But  neither  the  vigilance  nor  fucccfs  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Windfore  correfponded  with*  the  expedtations 
formed  of  his  gprvernment^.  Far  from  repreffing 
the  ^neighbouring  infurgents,  he  could  not  even 
procure  the  neceflary  information  of  their  haunts, 
to  wRich  they  retired  after  a  fuccefsful  iriro^,  and 
from  whence  they  ifTued,  on  the  profpedt  of 
executing  fome  fudden  fchcme  of  violence  with 
inrpunity.     He  found  no  means  more  efFedtual  to 
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fccure  the  Engliih  fettlcments,.  than  to  hire  the 
Irifh  chi^ftajns  to  oppofc  their  countrymen.  Pen- 
iions  wpfc.  given  to  purchafe  their  a,fliftance,  and 
to  prevent  their  hoftilities.  When  the  ftipulated 
price  was  at  any  time  dclayedf  they  inftantly  rofe  in 
arms  wl^  (ioubje  fury,  and  forced  a  pronapt  pay-^ 
ment  from  the  king's  cjccliequcr.  The  fame  fyftem 
was  continyed  during  the  adminiftration  of  the  carl 
of  Ormond,  fqcceflbr  to  Windfore.  A  precarious 
peace  was  thus  purchafed  frorn  the  Iriih,  and  per- 
petually violated  by  their  faithlefs  aud  precipitate 
xnfurre<Sion§. 

This  weak  and  difordered  ftate  of  Irifh  govern-, 
nient,  gave  rife  to  a  tranfa^iqn  extraordinary,  and 
for  feveral  meafures  worthy  of  notice^.  It  fliall  be 
jrelated  lor  the  prefent  vv^ithout  comment  or  obfer- 
vation,  ,  The  parliament  of  England  grew  uncafy 
under  the  burden  of  fuppqrting  the  king's  Iriftx 
dominipQS ";  they  remonftrated  ;  th?y  folicited 
that  ilri(ft  enquiry  ihould  be  made  into  the  defici- 
encies of  the  royal  revenues  in  this  realm.  The 
king  was  np  lefs  impatient  to  find  any  part  of  the 
lupplie^de/lined  to  his  ipilitary  fervice,  diverted  to 
a  purpoie  whrich  he  deemed  of  much  lefs  mo- 
ment, the  fupport  of  a  difordered  government  in 
Ireland.  An  agent  called  Nicholas  Dagworth,  was 
difpatched  into  .this  country'',  tjis  inftru£tions 
were  to  reprefent  the  nec^ffities  of  the  crown,  and 
the  grievpus  deficiencies  of  the  Irifli  revenue  f  to 
convince  the  king's  minifters  of  the  neceffity  of 
exerting  ihen>relves  for  the  interefts  of  their  royal 
mafter.^  It  wa3  particularly  direded  that  an  IrKh 
parliament  fhould  be  convened  without  delay,  for 

the 
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the  purpofe  of  granting  foch  a  liberal  fubfidy,  as 
Ihould  provide  not  only  for  the  exigencies  of  their 
own  ftate,  but  for  the  affiftance  of  their  fovereign 
in  his  foreign  wars.  The  parliament  was  aflem- 
bled  :  they  pleaded  the  poverty  of  the  realm,  and 
refufed  thefupplies.  Edvyard  was  provoke(i^  He 
iflued  his  writs  of  fummons  both  to  the  clergy  and 
laity.  The  bifliops  were  commanded  to  chufc 
two  of  the  clergy  in  each  diocefe^  the  common^ 
tochufe  two  laymen  of  each  county,  to  reprcifent 
the  lords  and  commons  of  that  county  ;  the  cities 
and  boroughs,  in  like  manner,  each  to  eleft  two 
citizens  and  burgefles.  The  aflembly  was  diredled 
to  repair  to  the  king  in  England,  to  treat,,  confult^ 
and  agree  with  him  and  his  council,  as  well  on 
the  government  of  the  land  of  Ireland,  as  the  aid 
and  fupport  of  the  king  s  war. 

We  have  the  anfwers  of  thearchbifhop  df  Ar- 
magh, and  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  tothrsfum- 
k mens,  diftinftly  recorded.  *'  We  are  not  bouh^,'/ 
faid  the  prelate^,  "agreeably  to  the  liberties,  pri- 
<*  vileges,  rights,  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  chuirch' 
"  and  land  of  Ireland,  to  eleft  any  of  our  clergy,  and 
to  fend  them  to  any  part  of  England,  for  the 
purpofe  of  holding  parliaments  or  councils  in 
England.  Yet,  on  account  of  ourfevererlte  to 
our  lord  the  king  ^ of  England,  and  the  tiow 
imminent  neceflity  of  the  land  aforefaid,  faving 
*•  to  us  and  to  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  faid 
•*  land,  all  rights,  privileges,  liberties,  laws>  and 
^*  cuftoms  before  mentioned,  we  have  eledted 
reprefentatives  to  repair  to  the  king  in  England, 
to  treat  and  confult  with  him  and  his  council. 
Except,  however,  that  we  do  by  no  means  grant 
C  c  2  to 
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^*  to  ojir  faid  rcprcfentatives  any  power  of  aflenting 
**  to  any  burdens  or  fubfidies  to  beimpofed  on  us  or 
*^  our  clergy,  to  which  we  cannot  yield  by  reafon 
*'  of  our  poverty  and  daily  expcnce  in  defending 
^^  thcjand  againft  the  Irifh  enemy/' 

.  In  like  manner  we  find  the  county  of  Dublin''  at 
firft  ele(3ing  their  reprefentativ?s  without  power  or 
authority  to  confent  to  the  impofition  of  any  bur- 
dens. The  king  complained  of  the  ele<3:iQn  as 
infufficient  and  irregular;  and  ^hc  £herifF  was 
directed  to  make  another  return  in  prefence  of  the 
treafurer,  and  chief  juftice  of  the  King's  Bench, 
Difficulties  were  ftarted;,  and  delays  contrived, 
At  length  the  nobles  and  commons  ^^  unanimoufly 
*^  and  with  one  voice  declare,  that  according  tQ 
*'  the  rights,  privileges,  liberties,  laws  and  cuftpms 
*^  of  the  land  of  Ireland,  enjoyed  from  the  time 
*^  of  ;^he  conqueft  of  faid  land,  they  are  not  bound 
<*  to  fend  any  perfons  ffom  the  land  of  Ireland  to 
*^  to  the  parliament  or  council  of  our  lord  the 
*^king  in  England,  to  treat,  confult,  or  agree 
<^  with  our  lord  the  king  in  England,  as  the  writ 
**  requires.  Notwithftanding,  on  account  of  their 
*5  reverence,  and  thencceifity  and  prefeqt  diftrefs 
**  of  the  (aid  land,  they  have^  cledled  reprefenta*^ 
*f.tivfiS;tQ  repair  to  the  king,  and  to  treat  and 
^* ,  cpnfulf  with  him  and  his  council ;  refer ving  to 
*'  themfclves  the  power  of  yielding  or  agreeing  to 
^'  any  fubi^dies."  At  the  fan>c  time  protefliog, 
^'  that  their  prefent  compliance  is  not  hereafter 
<^  to  be  taken  in  prejudice  to  the  rights,  privileges, 
**  laws,  and  cuftorns,  which  the  lords  and  com- 
mons, from  the  time  of  the  conqueft  of  the 
land  of  Ireland,  have  enjoyed,  in  confideration 

of 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


«C 


Ch.  5-      E    D    W    A.  R    t)      m.       389 

*'  of  the  various  burdens  \vhich  the  faid  lords  and 

**  commons  have  hofnt,    and  ftill'  dp  hear,  and 

**  which  for  the  future  they  cannot  rupport—;7j/^ 

•*  Dominus  Rex  manum  Juam  melius  dppohere  volu-- 

What  was  the  Vefuit  of  this  notable  controverfy 
between  Edward  arid  his  fubjeds  of  Ireiapd^  or 
wheAer,  or  how  far  the  king's  necefliti^s  were 
fuppiied,  <ve  are  not  diftindfy  informed,  it  only 
appe^s  that  the  Irifh'reprei^ntatives'  fat  at  Weft- 
mi  nfteri  2:nd  that  their  wa^ges  were  levied  on  the 
dfocefes>  botinties  and  boroughs,  which  had  chofea 
them.    *  .     .  '  ./ 

.7  'I  , 
In'  the  ttieaTitime  the  ftateof*  Trifh  governrtlent 
ftiir  continued  to  be  difordered  and  emhtoiled^ 
The  Englifli  intereft  gradually  declined  j.  atjd  tho 
connexions  of  theking*s  fubjefts  with  the  ^jiginaj 
inhabitants,  '  oCcafioncd  by  their  yicjipity  and 
neceflary  intercourfe,  in  deipite  of  all  Iggal^imupi- 
dioris,  obliged  the  king  to  relax,  the  feverityof  tha 
ftaCutes  of  Kilkenny^^  in  caies  wherVtKey,  prov€;ci 
impradicable,  or  opprcffivc  m  the  execution.  \t 
was  the  perverfe  fate  of  Ireland  to  fuffer  more 
from  the  moft  renowned  than  the  weakeft  of  Eng- 
lifli monarchs.  Kings  poflelFed  with  vaft  fchemes 
of  foreign  conqueft,  had  little  attention  to  thofe 
complicated  diforders  which  required  the  utmoft 
circumfpedion  to  comppfe,  arwl  little  leifure  to 
apply  the  neceflary  rem:edies.  Their  Irifli  deputies, 
far  from  being  equal  to  the  momentous  defign, 
were  generally  too  weak  to  fubdue,  and  too  preju- 
diced to  conciliate  the  mofl:  offenfive  difturbers  of 
the  public  peace.  The  perpetual  hoftility  in  which 
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the  different  parties  lived,  effedkually  prevented  the 
introdu<aion  of  thofe  arts,  which  contribute  to 
ihe  cbmfort  and  refinement  of  mankind^.  Even 
foreign  merchants  could  not  venture  into  fo 
dangerous  a  country,  without  particular  letters  of 
proteftion  from  the  throne.  The  perpetual  fuc- 
ceffion  of  new  adventurers  from  England,  led  by 
intcreft  or  neceffity,  ferved  only  to  enflame  diifen- 
tion,  inftead  of  introducing  any  eflential  improve- 
ment. Lawyers  fent  from  England  were  notorioufly 
infufEcient,  if  not  corrupt ;  and  as  fuch,  had 
frequently  been  the  objcdts  of  complaint.  The 
meannefs  of  the  Englifh  clergy  was  only  redeemed 
by  their  impficit  attachment  to  the  crown.  Even 
prelates  were  commonly  made  the  inferiour  agents 
of  government  in  colledling  forces,  and  raifing 
war  againft  the  Irifh  enemy ^  ;  but  were  not  to  be 
enticed  iffto  this  fervice,  unlefs  by  remittances 
from  the  exchequer.  Attendance  in  parliament 
they  dreaded  as  the  greateft  hard  (hip  ;  and  either 
recurred  tb  mean  excufes  to  avert  the  penalty  of 
abfence,  or  fuedto  the  king  to  be  exempted  by 
patent  from  contributing  or  aflenting  to  thofe  laws, 
by  which  they  were  to  be  governed. 
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Dijirejfes  df  Ireland  at  the  acCeJjion  of^  Richard  the 

Jecond. Meafures   devifed  to    relieve  them. — 

Edmund  and  Roger  Mortimer  lords  deputies. — ;• 
Ireland  infejled  by  the  French  and  Scdts.^^-^Philip 
de  Courtney  an  oppreffive  governour. — Earl  of 
Oxford  created  marquefs  of  Dublin.-'^InveJled 
with  the  dominion  of  Ireland. — Supplied  with 
money  and forces.^-^Marches  towards  his  govern-- 
ment. — Returns  to  London. -^Creaied  duke  of 
Ireland. — His  difgrace^  defeat,  and  flight. — His 
lordfloip  of  Ireland  re  fumed. — Stanly  and  Ormond 
chfef  governours. — Maintenance  of  the  Englifh 
power  burdenfoffie. — Duke  of  Gloucefler  prepares 
to  undertake  the  adminiftration  of  Ireland.-^ 
Prevented  by  the  king — who  rejhlves  on  an  expedi^ 
t ion  into  Ireland. — Motives  of  this  expedition.^^ 
His  arrival  in  Ireland. — His  forces  and  atten- 
dants.— Expectations  formed  from  his  pre  fence. ^^ 
^errourandfubmiflionsofthe  Irijh  chieftains.^^ 

Their  homage. Their  flipulations.'-^'-The  IriJh 

chieftains  entertained  in  Dublin. -'^Tbeir  behavt-^ 
our. — Their  anfwirio  the  king s^ of er-^ to  create 
them  knights  — They  are  knighted^  akdfbafled.-^ 
Truce  granted  to  the  degenerate  Engtijh.^^^Richard 
foHcited  to  return  to  England. — '^He^mmmits  tbi 
government  of  Ireland  to  the  earl  of  Marcher  aftd 
embarks. — No  real  addvantages  derived  from  bis 
expedition. — InfurreBioh  of  tb^  Irifh  of  Leinjlerl 
— Earl  of  Marche  flaih.-^Rickdrd  refohes  to 
avenge  his  death. -^^ His  fatal  fecurity. — His 
fecond  expedition  intq^  Irelahdi'-^Weaknefs  of  bis 
conduSt.—Art.  Mac-Mwchad^bar-raJfes  the  rc^ai 
a^y. — T-heir  diflrefs  and  dejeSHiin. — Richard  re'"* 

^   treats. — Parley  ofMac-Murcbad.'^His  interview 
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with  the  duh  rf  Gloucejier. — -His  infolent  over- 
tures.—  Refentment  of  Richard. — Fatal  intelli- 
gence received. — Richard  betrayed,  ^btmd^nedy 
anddepofed. 

THE   death  of  Edward   the  third,    and  the 
acceifion  of  his  young  grand-fon,  had   no 
immediate  effedl  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland.     The 
Irifh,  in  the  remote  diftrifts,  ftill  continued  their 
hoftilities^  which  had  been  fui^ended*  or  refumed, 
9S   their  particular  interefts  dire^ed,  with   little 
refpeft  to  the  faith  of  treaties''.  Thus  by  furprifing, 
wafting,  and  harraffing  the  Englifh  diftri(fls,  they 
forced   the   inhabitants  to   abandon    their  lands, 
pr  to  hold  them  in  vaflalage  to  the  Irifh  y  fo  as 
to    encreafe    the    public   grievance   arifing  from 
the  defertion  and  degeneracy  of  the  Englifli,  and 
gradually   to  confine  the  royal  territories  within 
narrower  bounds.     The  diftrifts  more  contiguous 
to  the  feat  of  Engli(h  governn^ent  were  with  dif- 
ficulty maif^taincd,  and  perpetually  difturbed  by 
infurre^ions>  which  cpuld  not  be  fupprefled  by 
the  pQ^ef,  nor.  prevented  by  the  penfions  of  go- 
vernqaent.    The  parliament  of  Englapd  continued 
to  6xpr«fe  their  **neai|ae|sA  at  the  expence  attend- 
ing the  xxiaipiten^Ge  of  t^  j^itig's  Iri(h  dominions. 
The  firf^^s  of  If?land,  on  the  otlier  hand>  re- 
peated thftf  complaint^  of.  the  vaft  nun[ibers  of 
Jbobijity  aftd :  g^btry  of  Engknd*  who  s^bandoned 
th4r  Jr4{hl*ptdit  ^nd  left  th^  rodents  unequal  to 
ihc  charge  >a(v4.  Jt^bour  fieceflary  for  the  public 
Caufe;     Thi§^  gri^Vftnce  was   repref^^tcd  to  the 
kingi  an4!hj^^i4xe.Wvlw  it  was  ordained^,  that  the 
l^fot^  Jvo.MM^pithfe   fftpaiir  %^  their  Irifli  lands, 
QC .  feftd  &.ffic.ie^^^  deputies   to  provide  for  their 
^^'v:\v.     c  .^ —  *",-   ,/.  ',      defenccjj 
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defence,  clfc  be  taxed  to  the  amount  of  two- thirds 
of  their  Iriih  revenues,  to  be  applied  to  the  fervice 
of  this  kingdom  -,  with  an  exception  of  thofe  im- 
mediately engaged  in  the  king's  fervice^,  ftudents 
of  the  univerfities,  and  thole  ajbfent  by  licence 
under  the  great  feal  of  England,  who  were  to  be 
taxed  only  one- third  of  their  revenues.  At  the 
fame  time  the  king  granted  to  his  Irifh  fubjedts  a 
liberty  to  dig  for  mines,  paying  him  a  ninth  of 
their  produce ;  to  coin  money  at  the  royal  mint  in 
Dublin;  and  to  hold  a  free  trade  with  Portu- 
gal, Jor  the  great  relief  of  Ireland,  as  the  grant 
cxpreffes  it. 

Such  devices  were  the  more  neceflary,  as  th^ 
treafury  of  England  was  remarkably  exhaufted ; 
while  the  nation  was  at  war  with  France,  Spain 
and  Scotland,  which  though  faintly  carried  on  by 
each  of  the  contending  powers,  yet  required  fucri 
fupplies  as  obliged  the  ftate  to  have  recourfe  to  un- 
ufual  impofitions  on  the  fubjedt.  When  the  public 
exigencies  required  a  poll-tax  fo  odious  as  topro-r 
duce  infurreftion  and  rebellion,  it  was  natural  to 
confider  the  deficiencies  of  the  revenue  of  Irelan4 
with  impatience,  and  to  take  every  meafure  for 
preventing  this  part  of  the  king's  Dominions  from 
being  a  biirdert,  if  it  could  not  contribute  to  the 
general  intereft".  Sir  Nicholas  Dagworth,  aa 
En^lifli  knight,  /whofe  abilities,  integrity,  and 
experience  in  Irifh  affairs,  recommended  him  to 
the  royal  confidence,  w^s  appointed  to  repair  to 
Ireland  with  a  commiflion  to  furvey  the  pof- 
feffioiis  of  the  crOwn,  to  enquire  into  the  c6n- 
duft  of  the  king's  officers,  and  particularly  thofe 
to  whom   the  revenue  had  been  intruded.     To 
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give  the  ad  mi  nift ration  greater  dignity^  Edmund 
Mortimer,  earl  of  Marche  and  Ulfter,  fon  to  Lionel 
duke  of  Clarence'',  was  appointed  vicegerent ;  and 
an  his  death  the  fame  ftation  was  confered  on  his 
young  fon  Roger,  and  the  government  adminiftered 
by  his  uncle  and  guardian  Thomas  Mortimer,  as 
lord  deputy.  As  the  prefent  favourite  objedt  was  to 
make  Ireland  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  ftate, 
by  the  king's  letters  addrefled  to  carl  Roger,  a 
grand  parliament  was  direded  to  be  convened  in 
this  kingdom,  toconfult  not  only  on  the  internal 
regulations  and  good  government  of  the  Irifh  do- 
minions %  but  on  the  means  of  contributing  fo  the 
exigencies  of  foreign  affairs,  and  enabling  the  king 
to  fupport  the  burden  of  his  wars. 

His  Irifh  fubjefts  had  already  fuffered  by  the 
inroads  of  the  king's  enemies.  The  French  and 
Scots  had  frequently  infeftcd  their  coafts*  The 
gallies  of  France  and  Spain  had  made  very  formi- 
dable defcents  on  Ireland  :  fo  as  to  call  forth  the 
Englifh  navy  to  oppofe  them.  In  the  harbour  of 
Kinfale,  whither  the  enemy  had  been  driven  by  the 
Englifh  fleet,  an  engagement  was  fought,,  ia. which 
the  inhabitants  contributed  to  the  vidory.^  The 
French  and  Spaniards  loft  a  confiderable  number  of 
their  men,  feveral  of  their  gallies,  and  twenty 
Englifh  vefTels  which  had  been  made  their  prizes. 
But  although  the  Irifli  fubjeds  had  thus  found,  that 
their  immediate  interefts  were  concerned  to  fupport 
the  meafures  of  the  throne,  yet  it  doth  nojt  appear* 
that  their  parliament  was  either  difpofed  qr  enabled 
to  grant  any  confiderable  fupply.  A  minor  admi- 
niftration  in  Ireland  was  probably  found  to  be  at- 
tended^th  the  fame  inconveniencies  as  a  minor 
*  reign  in  England.     At  leaft  the  young  earl  was 
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quickly  recalled,  and  the  government  of  Ireland 
entrufted  to  Philip  de  Courtney,  a  noble  baron 
allied  to  the  king,  who  was  inverted  with  large 
powers,  and  by  patent  alldwed  to  hold  his  office 
for  ten  years.  But  fuch  was  the  extreme  violence 
and  oppreffion  of  this  governour^,  that  the  king  not 
only  found  it  neceflary  to  fuperfede  him,  but 
ordered  him  to  be  arretted,  and  his  eiFeds  feized, 
to  anfwer  for  the  charges  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion, 
urged  by  the  aggrieved  parties.  The  particulars 
of  this  tranfadUon,  if  diftindly  recorded,  might 
poffibly  have  done  honour  to  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
who  profecuted  this  injurious  governour. 

But  the  fituation  of  king  Richard,  the  weak- 
ncfs  of  his  underftanding,  and  the  violence  of  his 
paffions,  foon  produced  a  new  and  extraordinary 
change  in  the  government  of  Ireland.  The  Xub- 
jedtion  in  which  he  had  been  held  by  his  uncles, 
neceflary  as  it  might  be  to  his  incapacity,  was  yet 
highly  mortifying  to  his  pride.  Difgufted  parti- 
cularly by  the  reftraints,  which  the  turbulent  duke 
of  Gloucefter  impofed  on  his  weaknefs,  he  fled 
for  refuge  into  the  arms  of  a  favourite  ;  and,  with 
the  ufual  infatuation  of  undifcerning  and  inexpe- 
rienced princes,  rcfigned  himfelf  implicitly  to  Ro- 
bert de  Vere,  carl  of  Oxford,  a  young  nobleman 
of  a  gay  and  captivating  deportment,  and  of  fuch 
corrupt  manners  as  rendered  him  a  pronjpt  and 
complying  aggnt  to  the  king's  pleafures.  The 
public  declarations  of  attachment  made  by  the 
incautious  king  foon  encrcafed  the  confequence  of 
this  lord  :  flattery  enflamed  his  pride,  power  gav^e 
new  violence  to  his  fenfual  paffions;  and  in  the 
gratification  of  both,  the   partiality  of  his  royal 
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mailer  was  unbounded.  Richard  permitted  him 
to  repudiate  his  own  kinfwoman,  whom  he  had 
bcftowed  on  him  in  marriage,  in  ottler  to  enable 
him  to  wed  a  foreigner,  for  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived an  adulterous  ^Sc&ion^.  At  the  fame  time 
the  carl  was  invidioufly  loaded  with  honours, 
which,  while  his  vanity  was  moft  highly  gratified, 
prepared  the  way  for  his  ruin.  He  was  fifft  created 
marquefs  of  Dublin  ;  and  to  raifc  the  favourite  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  fovereignty  in  his  power, 
Richard,  by  the  fame  patent,  granted  to  him  and 
his  heirs  the  entire  dominion  of  Ireland,  to  be  held 
of  the  crown  by  liege-homage.  Thofe  lands  and 
cities  formerly  referved  to  the  crown,  and  thofe 
hereditary  to  the  nobles  and  barons  of  Ireland, 
were  indeed  excepted ;  and  the  earl  was  bound, 
as  foon  as  he  {hould  complete  the  conqueft  of  the 
kingdom,  to  pay  into  the  Englifh  exchequer  an- 
nually, during  his  life,  the  fum  of  five  thoufand 
marks.  In  every  other  particular  he  had  the  entire 
government  and  dominion  of  the  kingdom,  was 
vefted  with  all  the  lands  he  fliould  gain  by  his  arms, 
and  empowered  to  appoint  all  officers'  of  ftate  and 
juftite,  who  were  to  ad:  in  his  name,  and  by  his 
authority. 

The  parliament,  poffibly  not  difpleafed  that 
this  lard  (hould  be  emplojfcd  at  a  diftance  from 
the  king,  made  little  difficulty  of  iapproving  this 
important  grant ''.  They  even  confented  to  give 
the  marquefs  a  debt  of  thirty  thoufand  marks  due 
by  the  king  of  France,  provided  he  fhould  pafs 
over  into  Ireland,  and  efFcdtually  fupprefs  the 
infurredbion^  which  ftxll  raged  in  many  of  the 
Eriglifh  counties.     Five  hundred  men  at  arms, 
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end  one  thoufand  archers,  were  granted  to  him 
for  the  conqueft  of  this  land,  for  two  years,  while 
Jiis  officers  of  ftate,  and  council  in  Ireland,  were, 
at  the  fame  time,  employed  in  making  the  bcft 
provifions  fpr  defence,  which  an  exhaufted  trcafury 
and  a  diftraded  ftate  oould  permit.  The  moft 
extraordinary  expeditions  had  been  conceived  from 
the  prefcnce  of  a  nobleman  thus  dignified  and 
fupported,  who  marched  in  a  ftately  progrcfs  to 
take  ppffeffion  of  his  Irifli  fovereignty.  The  Jdn^ 
himfelf  accompanied  his  minion  ;  but  when  .  they 
had  proceeded  as.  far  as  to  Wales,  and  were  on  the 
point  of  fepariting,  Richard  found  his  affedtion 
too  violent  to  fupport  a  trial  fo  fevere.  The  niar- 
quefs  returned  to  London,  and  the  government 
pf  Ueland  was  committed  to  his  deputies. 

The  inordinate  partiality  of  the  king  was  not 
fatisfied  with  the  honours  already  conferred  upon 
his  favourite.  By  a  new  patent,  and  this  alfo  con-* 
:ftrmed  by  parliament,  he  was  created  duke  of  Ire- 
land, with  a  new  grant  of  the  dominion  of  this 
realm  during  his  life,  with  fuch  powers  and  reser- 
vations as  were  contained  in  the  former  patent* 
Whether  this,  title  was  his  peculiar  defignationas 
^  peer  of  England,  or  that  it  was  found  too  ofJcn- 
iive  to  be  ufed  in  Ireland,  it  is  certain  that  even 
^fter  this  creation  his  a^fts  of  ftate  in  this  kingdoto 
were  iffued  in  the  name  of  the  marqucfs  of 
Publin".  By  this  title  he  renewed  the  treaties 
formerly  made  with  Mac-Murchad  of  Leinftcr, 
who  had  confentcd  to  keep  the  peace  in  confidera- 
tion  of  his  yearly  penfion.  His  letters  were  ad- 
dreflcd  to  feveral  lords  of  the  Englifti  race,  for- 
|)idding  theta  at  their  peril  to  maintain  any  private 
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feuds  or  diflenfions,  and  commanding  them  to 
unite  in  tKe  general  defence  againft  all  malefadlors 
Irilh  or  Englifh*  His  deputies  were  appointed, 
and  their  falaries  and  retinues  affigned  by  the  lord 
marquefs,  with  the  affent  of  his  council. 

But  this  parade  of  fovereignty  was  fhort  lived. 
The  princes   of  the  blood,  and  chief  nobility  of 
England,  foon  formed  a  party  againft  this  favourite 
and  his  creatures,  too  powerful  to  be  refifted.  The 
execution  of  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  SufFolli,  was    the 
lirft  proof  both  of  their  influence  and  violence  ;  and 
was  lucceeded  by  a  commiflion,  whereby  the  royal 
authority  was  delegated  to  fourteen  lords.     The 
king,  who  had  been  compelled  to  fign  and   fwear 
to  the  obfcrvance  of  this  adt,  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  refcind  it.     The  judges  pronounced  it  illegal  ; 
and  to  maintain  it,  treafon ;  but   the  lords  took 
up  arms   to   fupport   it.     The   favourite  and  his 
friends    were  denounced    enemies  to   the  ftate"*. 
The  judges  were  condemned  to  die  for  their  ex- 
trajudicial opinion;  but,  as  a   favour  and  indul- 
gence, fome  of  them  were    baniflied,  with  other 
enemies  of  the  triumphant  faction,  into   Ireland. 
The  duke  of  Ireland,    after  fome  ineffectual  at- 
tempts to  refcue  his  royal  mafter  from  the  power 
of  thefe  haughty  lords,  was  defeated  by  the  earl 
of  Derby,  and  driven   into    the  Low  Countries ; 
and  the  king   was  obliged   to  notify    to  his  Irifli 
minifter3%  that  the  late  marquefs  of  Dublin  had 
forfeited  all  his  grants,  that  no  ad:s  of  ftate  were 
for  the  future  to  be  executed   under  his  fignet ; 
but  that  the  king's  great  feal  was  to  be  reafTumed, 
the  whole  adminiftration  of  government  cotidufted 
in  his  name,  and  by  his  immediate  authority,  and 
.  the 
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the  royal  ftandards   and  cnfigns  only  ufed'an  all   . 
military  expeditions ''. 

The  government  of  Ireland  was  now  conimitted 
to  deputies ;  to  Sir  John  Stanly  firft,  afterwards 
to  the  earl  of  Ormond,  who,  with  fuch  afliftance 
and  fupport  as  they  could  obtain,  afted  wijh  be- 
coming vigour,  and  not  without  fuccefs.  O'Nial, 
the  powerful,  and  turbulent,  enemy  of  the  North, 
either  wafted  and  harafled  by  a  ftate  of  perpetual 
hoftility,  or  defirous  to  fecure  the  pofleiTions  he 
had  lately  acquired  by  an  advantageous  treaty,  fur-^ 
rendered  both  himfelf  and  his  fon  to  Stanly ;  and 
with  all  the  afFeded  humiliation  of  a  man  deeply 
contrite  for  his  oppofition  to-  Englifh  government, 
confented  to  become  liege-man  to  the  king"",  to 
reftorethe  duties  which  he  received  from  Ulfter 
to  the  family  of  the  earl  of  Ulfter,  who  formerly 
enjoyed  them  ;  and  gave  hoftages  as  a  mark  of  his 
fubmiffion,  and  a  furety  of  his  future  fidelity. 
Ormond  was  chiefly  employed  in  quelling  the 
infurreftions  of  the  South  ;  and  his  adminiftration 
was  diftinguifhed  by  a  vidory  of  fome  confequcnee, 
gained  neajr  Kilkenny,  over  a  large  army  of  Irifli 
^  infurgents, 

» 
But  treaties  ill-maintained,,  and  vidories  gained 
at  the  expence  of  all  that  could  be  torn  fronv  the 
opprefled  ancj  ravaged  fubjed,  were  of  little  moinent 
in  refcuing  the  land  from  th?  evils  of  war  ai>d  defo* 
lation.  The  difordered  ftate  of  Ireland  was  a  con- 
ftant  fubjed  of  complaint,  and  afforded  a  never** 
failing  pretence  to  Richard  for  demanding  fubijdies 
from  his  parliament^.  The  parliament  on  the 
other  hand,  ceafed  not  to  inveigh  aga|nft  the  irre- 
gularities 
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gttlaritics  of  Iriih  adminiftration,  or  to  rcmonftrate 
againft  the  heavy  burden  of  providihg  for  the  exi* 
gencies  of  ftate,  and  maintaining  the  dominion  of 
Ireland''.  The  royal  mandate  was  iflued  for  levying 
the  tax  impofed  on  abfentees ;  conlmiffioners  were 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  concealed  debts  due 
to  the  crown  in  Ireland,  and  to  exa6l  them  with 
pundluality ;  fubfidies  were  demanded  in  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  from  particular  counties  moft 
expofed,  and  their  grants  carefully  collefted ; 
taliiagos  and  anticipations  of  the  revenue  were 
devifed,  to  fupply  the  prefling  exigencies  of  ftate^ 
Still  the  great  bufincfs  of  defence  was  weakly  and 
imperfedly  conduced  ;  and  the  king  frequently 
roufed  from  his  voluptuous  indolence  and  diflipa- 
tion,  by  affediing  rcprefentations  of  the  diftrefles  of 
his  Irifh  fubjedts,  and  the  infolence  and  dangerous 
progrefsof  theinfurgents.  Gloucefter;  the  kings 
tincfe,  made  a  tender  of  his  fervices,  to  repair  to 
Ireland  in  perfon,  and  to  labour  for  the  general 
pacification  of  this  difordered  country.  Some 
forces  wcr«  prepared ;  the  neceflary  provifions  made 
for  the  departure  of  this  new  vice-roy.  Th^ 
encrtiiesf  of  Englifti  government  in  Ireland  were 
terrified  at  the  report  of  a  prince  of  the  royaf 
blood,  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  rigid,  adive,  and 
cnterprifing,  and  attended  with  a  confiderable 
force^  preparing  to  chaftife  their  outrages,  and 
jRip^rt  the  authority  of  the  crown  of  England. 
The  expectations  of  dlmen  were  prepared  for  an 
adminiftration  of  extraordinary  ftrength  and  vigour. 
The  hopes  of  thofe  well  affeifted  to  the  crown 
were  elevated  at  the  happy  profpeft  of  ait  end  to  all 
tt>eir  grievances  and  diforders ;  the  Irifh  chieftains 
and  their  adherents  were  ready  to'  ftie^for  peace  ; 
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vh((n  at  tl»  vmy  mo«tii*-U»tf  &e  dekri  wa&  to 
«mbark  ^th  tU  his  tifwa,  h^  r^wrcd  a  letter  from 
bis  xiepheWf  ferbiddiog  i^  dt ps^tare,  ^^&^t  king 
hifl^fetf  had  refolvod  to  make  aj^  exp^twii.  joto 
Jrekad,  and  to  take  this  part  o£his  donaiaiom  into 
hk  Qwn  imoiediate  cace.: 

The  fad  den  rccolleSion  of  the  dinger  toi;  bo 
apprehended  from  a  powerfol  and  pctpulai;  prince, 
the  head  of  a  difcontented  faction,  invcfted  i  wilh 
high  authority,  and  now  the  commander  of  a  con- 
fi^€i»fole  fero?^  njig^jt  haye  oa^urally  dcternaiiied 
Rict^^^  m  a<3:  a©f4rendy  fc  capriciaus^  or,  if 
jDot  ppli^d  J9itk  thaf:  fiiipipioa  which  treqwntly 
accQflppasjes  a^n  illiberal  and  maJ5gnaat  Ipirit,  his 
liaWercrs,  np  doy:b«  yvjece^  ready  to  point  out  the 
d99ger>  aHdit9:iijipirie  him^with  the  oioft  unfavour-* 
abl«  ^ntiiifteftts  of  his  uncle.     As  to    his  jown 
profeiEons  of  engaging  in   the  Irifh   war,    they 
might  poflJhly  have  been  at  iirft  merdy*  intended 
as  a  pretence  fqr  raifing  fobfidies/lrQin  his  people. 
Hiftoria^shoiwever  asfi^o  a  motive  for  this  under- 
takipgj  ^^^  unfi^it^bic  to  the  meahnefs  of  hi?  cha- 
rftdleif^ ;  ^?  are  told,  that  by  inarrjong  a  princefs 
of  ^h^K^a,  he  had  conceived  the  vaib  expeftation 
of  bewig .  ^le<fted  emperour   o£   G«rnaaiiy :   that 
anjibaff^Qftrs  were  a^ually  fent  to  folicit  his  elec- 
tion, fcQm  whpfe    negociations  he  had   been  fo 
ppflffc^fed^i^  hppes  of  imnaediate  fucccfs,  that  be 
akesdy  ftfluR^ed  the  port. of  his  ims^inary^  eialta^- 
tipfl,  aod  waft^  the  vaft  fums  extorted  fhom  his 
p49pk>  ;in  g  parade  the.mQft  exstravagaBt  aiod  nidi* 
chIqus/:  J4i?;  agents  wecchgwevcr  Anally  unfuc-* 
p^Mulj  And  when  Rjchard  demanded!  the  reafon 
of  this  repulfe,  they  freely  iold  him,   that  the 
Vpt.  I.  Dd  eleaors 
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dehors  had  rcfufcd  to  confer  the  imperial  dignity 
upon  a  prince  who  could  not  recover  the  dominions 
gained  DV  his  progenitors  in  France,  nor  reftram 
the  infolcnce  of  his  Englifh  fubjefts,  nor  fubdue 
the  enemies  of  his  authority  in  Ireland.  Richard, 
it  feems,  was  ftung  with  this  reproach ;  and  rcfolv- 
ing  to  make  fome  effort  to  recover  his  reputation, 
chofc  to  make  Ireland  the  firft  fcene  of  his  military 
exploits,  as  he  had  there  the  faireft  profpedt  of 
fuccefs. 

The  defign  once  conceived,  it  was  neceifary,  in 

the  firft  place,   to  gain   fupplies.     A  parliament 

readily  granted  money  for  this  fervice;  the  clergy 

gave  them  a  tenth  of  their  revenues,  if  he  fhould 

repair  to  Ireland  in  perfon ;  otherwife  but  half 

that  fum  :  which  plainly  intimated  that  his  people 

fufpcded  the  fincerity  of  his  profeffions.  .  Levies 

and  preparations  were  carried  on  with  becoming 

fpirit.     In  the  mean  time  the  death  of  his  beloved 

queen  plunged  Richard  into  the  deepcft  anguifh; 

an  event  which  fufpended  his  preparations  for  a 

while,  but  which  is  faid  to  have  finally  determined 

hint'ta  proceed  in  his  expedition  into  Ireland  ;  in 

order  to  fly  from  the  fcenes  of  their  former  inter- 

courfe,  and  K>  divert  his  melancholy  by  the  bufy 

occupation^  of  war  and  government.     Sir  Thomas 

Scroop  was  fent  ibefore  to  notify  his  approach,  and 

to  prepare  for  his  reception  ;  and  in  the  month  of 

Odober  of  the  year  1394'',    Richard  landed  at 

Waterfbrd  with  a  royal  army,  confifling  of  foHr 

thoufand  nacn  at  arms,  and  thirty  thoufand  archers; 

and  attended  by  the  duke  of  Gloucefler,  the  carls 

of  Nottingham  and  Rutland,  Thomas  lord  Picrcy, 

and  other  diflinguifhed  perfonages* 

The 
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The  critical  period  feemed  td  have  now  arrived, 
which  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  the  diforders   and 
diftreffes  of  the  Irilh  nation.'  An  army  commanded 
by  ibme  of  the  prime 'ndbility  of  England,  with 
the  monarch  at  their  heiad,  more  than  fafficient  to 
fubdiie-*  the  fcattcred>    difordered,    and   difunited 
troops  of  the  old  natives,  the  prefence  of  the  king 
to  infptdt  the  condudt  of  his  tninifters,  to  hear  and 
examine  the  complaints  of  his  fubje<5ks,  as  well  as 
of  thofc  who  affeded  to  have  been  driven  unwil- 
lingly to  hoftilities,  to  do  juftice  equally  and  im- 
partially to  all,  without  danger  of  being  feduced 
by  artful  falfehoods,  and  interefted  mifreprefentati- 
ons, ,  wet e  circumftances  of  confiderablc  mdment, 
if  diily  improved ;  and  if  united  with  a  liberal  and 
cquitabte  fpirit  of  policy^  muft  have  eftablifhed  the 
authority  of  Engliih  goverhnient,  and  the  general 
pacification  andr  civility  of  the  kingdom,  upon  the 
lirmeft  bafis.     The    Irilh  chieftains  were  juftly 
fenfible  of  fheif  own  total  inability  to  encounter  the 
ropl  army.     No  toparch  could  lead  into  the  field 
any  provincial  body  of  troops  at  all  proportionable 
to  fuch  a  force  ;  and  unconnected  with  thofc  of 
other  diftriifts,  and  indeed  fcatcely  interefted  in 
their  fortunes,  they  had  formed  no  confederacy^ 
nor  madfe  any  prdvifi6n  for  refiftance.     The  Irifli 
enemies  6f  Lcinftcr  concealed  themfelves  in  their 
woods  iand  mountains ;  from  vvhence  iflfuiiig  occa- 
fi6naH;^,.tiiey  made  fome  incohfiderable  attacks 
on  the  advanced  guards,  or  detached  parties,of  the 
Englifli  Jtt'my;  but  foon  convinced  of  their  dan- 
ger, arid  pr6mptcd  by  the  (Example  of  their  coun- 
trymen In  tothcr  provindes^,  th^  fucd   for  peace, 
and  offered  tb'fubmit  in  the  humblcft  manner  to 
the  king.     The  infurgchts  of  Thomiond  and  UI-' 
ftcrwcrc  ciattneft  to  avert /the  iftorm,  and  readily 
'"  "  Dd2  Digitized bvQpnfented 
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consented  to  majce  fh^lr  fu^imUiions.    To  (io  ho- 
m^c  to  jhe  kjng^  tp  pjiy  ^ibutc,  and  to  feeep  tl^^ 
pieace .  iavipUte^  WPK  we  po^y  teriiis  which  th» 
f^ViCt^l  chieftains  pfopg^p  or  that  a  pripce  4eyoi4 
of  exalted  £tnximcuts  and  penetrating  views,  ^ver 
thojagh^  of  requiring.     The  prifle  of  th«  Englifh 
forbad  ;thc(ni  to  prppofethe  generous  icheme  of 
receiving  iall  the  inhahitwts   into  th^  bpdy   of 
Ung\i(h  fi^bjj^^  or  pf  c^m^auniqating  ^f  benefits 
of  af^&andi^quit^lp  p^nftitutipn  to  tfciofb  whoq» 
they  i;s4)rurdly  call^  their  i^feripurs*     however 
lively  their  own  peg^rd  to  Uherly,  they  ?f  cojunted 
it  ^  blcfling  top  preciqu$  not  to  be  confined  to 
themfelvesj  for  tney  h^  not  yet  acquired  that 
€«4;ended  and  comprehen^f .  benevol^p^  which 
is  the  efie«^  of  nefin^nenti  a^d  deep  moraji  reflec- 
tion.    On  ihe  other  hand,  th?  imn;iedi$(e  danger 
was  too  prefling  to  admit  the  Irifc  to  in|ift  pn  that 
demand  of  the  Engliifh  polity,  which  they  had 
often  ipade  without  efied,  and  which  yn^  confi- 
dered  as^ai^  important  favpi|r.  ,  Th^^  proppfitions 
were  fi^d4?nly  offered,  a^4.  pr^^alpif a|t^y  /^upc^ted 
by  a  weak  prince,  furrp^n4e4  by  pfi?jii(Uc9d  ^nd 
interefted  co^n^Uors,         ,  ,^ 

A  LETTER  recciviqd  fifopGi  O^^]^^^ 
chieftain  pf/yiftc^f,  in   whic^  Jie "  ^qkij^ 
h^^tlfp^^msLa  ^p  thp ,  kin^, ,  Im^^  !5l^^  ^^" 
llfks^  which  he  had  lately '  cc^ijvmen^^i    to  the 
^mP^^  9f  4pfending  ^m^^lf  ^£UJ^:\i^^ 
ai^  .oppuf&gp,   of ^  t^e  EnglilJ);  govoMiii^   awd 
Qf^C€;i^,-an4:oferedJhi&^f^^  wiA,4pf.j^ltmpft' 

hu«»ility^  :4e|^mine4  tij^^kipg  ^  m^h  }9  PWg*- 
kPf^^.  to:;ffi?^^^  i^e  jbap^jg?;of  this^  chi?f»::^94  ^^^>^ 
i^o«hg?ro^  top^^h^,  iMq^Yj>f^  ?^f)L'<>fM¥o"i»W^- 
^i^^}  BmW,  ^  EpgJ^  $?af  tfe^fore  em^ 
^^.:i^.  '  r  R^Wjcred, 
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powered,  by  a  fpecial  *eomnliffion,  to  reEfeive  th^ 
hottiage  aft»  fealty  o^  th*  Leinfter  <*ieffairis.  All 
the  ftv4mMead6rs  of  thofe  turbulent  fepts,  who 
had'loiig  ft*ftlod  in  this  province,  and  proVed^  i 
pci*petual  tdrment  to  the  Englifli  fetflers,  repdfed 
to  the  tit%  whdpltbhdd  his  camp  Hear  Carlow^ 
ind  by  theif'  imfei'prtteps,  entered  into  folemn  treaty .- 
They  did  homage  and  fcatlty  in  all  the  forms  of 
the  amplcft  fubmiflion',  ori  bended  kndes,  thdir 
heddfe  uft'cotfertd,  their  arm&  laid  afide,  and  theiir 
girdks  loofed :  and  the  kifs  of  peace,  to  which 
each  was  admitted  by  the  lord-marflial,  eonfirhicd 
the  reconciliation.  What  was  ftill  more  important 
to  the  Ehglifli  ifttereft,  they  b^und  <hcrrifelve«  to 
f elin^tfi(fe  to  the  crown  all  the  lands  and  fettle- 
ments  which  they  held  in  Leinfter,  and  to  ^rve 
in  th#  kingV  ^ars  ;  ^ho  on  his  part  engaged  to 
pay  thdtti  ptti&ms,  and  to  declare  thierii  rightful 
proprietor^  of  all  the  lands  they  ftiould  conqucij 
from  his  enemies  in  other  provinces.  Each  was 
fey  indi^nture  bound  in  a  krge  penalty,  payable  in 
the  apoftolic  chan^ber,  to  adhere  to  their  .  prefent 
cngagisments  with^  true  faith  and  loyalty.  And 
the  whole  province  feemed  fiow  comptetely  fettled 
with  all  poffible  advantage  and  fecurity  to  the 
Engtifh^ 

In  thertean  time  the  Irilh  chieft&ins  of  the 
Nwth  attended  on  the  king  at  Drogheda'',  did 
hom^e  and  fealty  with  the  feme  ceremony^  and 
cx^(E?ttted  thd  fame  indentures.  O'Nial,  ^^ho  af-' 
iumed  the  title  of  prince  of  die  northern  Irifh, 
was  ^c  firft  to  renew  Ms  fubmiffions ;  and  for 
himfelf,  his  fons,  his  nation,  his  kinfmen,  and 
all   his  fubje<3ts,  became  liege-man  to  Richard ; 

promifing 
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promifing.  a  full  renunciation  of  thofc  duties, 
which  he  Md  leyied  through  the  northern  province 
in  favour  of  the  carl  of  Ulfter> ,  to  wJiQPX  ^hey  had 
fomacrly  be^  paid.  We  xtfiy  judge  of  the  dif- 
membercd  and  diftradtcd  ftate  of  Ireland^,  when 
weiindthat  the  number,  of  the  Irifh  Jprds  who 
now  fubmitted  was  no  lef3  than  feveijty-fiye  :  all 
of  whom  e^ercifed  a  petty  royalty  wfthin  their 
refpedive  diftrifts,  governed  their  fabje<as,  led 
forth  their  little  armies,  were  jealous  of  their 
dignity,  and  blindly  attached  to  their  own  unre- 
fined cuftoms  and  manners. 

The  vanity  of  the  king  was  fatisfied,  by  what 
he  deemed  a  complete  redudion  of  the  ifland.  He 
led  his  new  foedaries  to  Dublin,  where  he  lived 
in  that  pomp  which  fuited  his  temper  and  under- 
ftandirtg,  and  for  whi^h  he  had  prepared  by  tranf- 
porting  all  the  crown-jewels  into  Ireland.  He 
treated  the  Irifli  chiefs  with  particular  condefcen- 
ik>n,  entertained  them  at  his  court,  difplayed  all 
his  magnificence  before  them,  and  ftudicd  to 
reconcile  them  to  the  Englifti  manners^.  Henry 
Caftil'e,  a  gentleman  of  hi^  court,  who  had  been 
taken  prifoner  by  the  Irifh,  married  a  lady  of  their 
race,  and  conforted  with  her  countrymen  for  fome 
years,  was  found  an  ufeful  interpreter  on  this 
occafion.  But  though  prejudiced  in  favour  of  a 
kinfman  who  fpake  their  language,  they  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  accommodate  themfelves  to  the 
new  forms  of  habit  and  diet  which  he  recom- 
mended. The  earl  of  Ormond,  who  a^lib  fpake 
their  language,  and  was  held  by  then>  in  particular 
refpe<9:,  united  his  endeavours  and  rcmonftrances, 
and  wrought  them  to  a.  fuUen  compliance.     The 

flaring 
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ftaring  courtiers  ShportUBcd  them  with  fuch  jqucf- 
tions,  as  argued  themeaneft  conceptioos.  of  their 
manners  and  undcrftandings,  and  were,  anfwered 
with  indignation  and  afFeded  dignity^     The  four 
principal  chieftains,  O'Nial,  O'Connor,  O'Brien, 
and  M*Murchad,  were  made  ^fpecial  objects  of  fa- 
vour* .  They  were  told  that  the  king  was,  willing 
to  confer  the  honour  pf  knighthood  upon  them. 
They  declared  themfelves,aftoni(hed,  thathefliould. 
regard  ihis  as  any  acceflion  to  their  dignity.     It 
was  an  honour  they  had  received  in  their  earlieft 
ycails,  and  now  ftood  in  need  of  no  new  creation. 
Every  Irifti  king,  faid  they,  makes  his  fona  knight 
at  feven  years  old,  or  in  cafe  of  his  death,  the 
next  near  kinfman.    We  aflemble  in  a  plain.   The 
candidates  run  with  flender  launces  agairift  a  ftiield 
eredled  on  a  ftake.     He  who  breaks   the  greater 
number,  is  diftinguilhed  by  particular  honours  an- 
nexed to  his  new  dignity.    The  proof  of  fuch  early 
prowefs  was  acknowledged  to  be  highly  honoura- 
ble ;    but  all  the   great  and  renowned  ftates  of 
Europe,  they  were  told,  concurred  in  a  more  folemn 
form  of  conferring  knighthood.     The  ceremonial 
wasdefcribed  minutely;  and  the  chieftains  at  length 
prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  to  the  formalities.    They, 
with  fome  others,  received  knighthood  in  the  cathe- 
dral of  Dublin  ;  and  the  ceremony  was  fucceeded 
by  a  magnificent  feaft,   at  which  the  four  Irilh 
princes  appeared  in  robes  of  ftate,  and  were  feated 
at  the  king's  table. 

The  degenerate  Englifh,  who  had  united  with 
the  enemy,  and  of  confequence  incurred  the  guilt 
of  treafon  and  rebellion,  kept  at  a  diftance  from 
the  court,  and  employed  agents  to  efFeft  their  re- 
conciliation and  pardon.     Richard  was  affured  that 

their 
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their  offender  liad  boa  tbeicimf^iiii^e^foppi^ 
and  injuilioe,  tehich  had  dmen  them  ffom  du^ 
dlemtice,  and  obliged  thcdxi  to  feek  tbc  qciart^ 
of  tne  enemy^  3is  their  <wily  refuge  from  tbc  violence 
of  tfafc  greati  the  iniquity  of  thofe  entrdfted  by  the 
king,   the  treacherous  neglcd:  of  their  defence,  or 
obitinate  <}eniid  0f  redre&.    Thdr  allegations  wer($ 
in  many  inftaiices  not  Without  foundation  ^  and 
Richard  Was  too  indolent,  and  too  much  delighted 
with  his  prefent  courfe  «f  gaiety  at«i  pomp,  to 
proiecute  them  with  feverity.     He  haftiiy  gttnted 
them  a  tmce  of  fome  inoAths,  and  ^ntinued  to 
indulge  his  vanity  by  a  fflagAificent  difplay  of  fo- 
vereign  power  and  dignity  in  the  capital.  Poflefled 
with   the  importance    of   his  atchieventents,  he 
communicated  them  in  form  to  the  duke  of  York, 
who  had  been  left  regent  in  England.     Be  pointf  d 
out  the  three  diftindion^  of  inhabitants  in  Ireliand; 
the  Irifti  enemies,  the  rebels   of  both  raGis*  and 
the  EngUfh   fubjeds.     The  firft  had  fnfbtmtted, 
and  became  his  vaflals :  thi  rebels,  he  apppehended, 
had  received  but  too  juft   provocations,  luid  was 
therefore  difpofed  to  gradt  them  a  general  pardon; 
but  in  this  point  he  defired  th&iMi vice  of  his  uncle* 

York,  w^o  plainly  difcovered  the  vanity  of  the 
king,  and  the  carelefs  and,  precipitate  <afe  with 
which  be  concluded  a  deceitful  and  precarious  ac- 
conm^odation,  coldly  anfwered,  that  he  had  for-* 
n?:erly  declared  his  opinion  for  a  vigourous  profecu- 
tion  of  the  rebels,  until  they  fliould  be  completely 
fubdued,  and  broken  to  a  peaceable  aiid  dutiful 
demeanour.  He  afFedted  however  to  afcribc  thd 
intended  indulgence  of  the  king  to  his  fuperiour 
knowledge,  acquired  by  his  refidence,  of  all  the 
circumftances  and  fituation  of  affairs  in  Ireland ; 

and 
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aad  recommended  the  exai&km  of  ptiopcr  fines 
ftxna  all  thofe  to  whom  the  r6yal  mercy:  wosex^ 
tended.     Richard  had  afked  advic^^  bixt  ;expe£ted 
congratulations.      Theik  hbviroirtf  he  afterwards 
received   in  all  the  formSi.sof  adulation^  attended 
with  an;4arneil:requeft  th^nbe:;iV'ould   be  pleided 
to  return  to  England  *,i    This  requeft  was  enforced 
by  the  prefence  of  the  archbifhop  of  York^  and 
bifhop  of  London,  who  were  deputed   to   attend 
an  the  king  in  Ireland,  and  to  repreient  the  danger 
of  the  church  from  the  cncreafing  progrcfs  of  thd 
Lollards.    Thefe  reformers  had  been  countenanced 
by  the  late  queen,  and  fecretly,  if  not  avowedly, 
fupported  by  feveral  of  the  nobility.     They  were 
even  emboldened  by  their  own  zeal,  and  the  encou- 
ragement cf  their  favourers,  to  apply  to  the  parlia-* 
nient,  where  the  propofitions  they  drew  up  for 
an  ecclefiaftical  reform  were  received  With  fuch  at-* 
tention  as  alarmed  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy^ 
The  prelates  of  York  and   London   earncftly  be-* 
fought  the  king  to  defend  their  church  from  the 
dangerous  inroads  of  hcrefy ;  affedied  to  place  their 
reliance  on  his  piety  and  authority,  ihe  only  hu^ 
man  means  of  pieferving  the  purity   of  the  faith 
from  utter  ruin ;  and  pathetically  implored  him  to 
return  without  delay.     The  king  was  zealous  for 
the  eftabliihed  religion,  and  impatient  for  the  ho- 
nour of  extirpating  heretical  depravity*  He  haften- 
ed  the  conclufion  of  fome    difpofitions   for  the 
more  regular  adminiftration  of  his  government  in 
Ireland,  revived  and  ratified  fuch  ordinances  as  had 
been  found  moft  falutary,  appointed  Roger  Morti- 
mer, earl  of  Marche,  his    vicegerent ;   and  em- 
barked f6r  England,  after  a  refidencc  of  nine  months 
in  Ireland,  where  his   prefence  had  produced   fo 

little 
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little  folid  advantage,  and  his  royal  army  been  fo 
frivoloufly  employed,. that  not  the  ftnalleft  accefTion 
of  territory  had  been  obtained,  nor  the  leaft  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  £ngli(k  Bale^  no  real  advantage 
gained,  no  efFe<5tual  ronedy  applied  to  the  public 
diforders ;  but  all  a£Eiir8  left  precifdy  in  tbeir  for- 
nierflate,  under  a  deceitful  appearahccOof  tran- 
quillity. 

The  only  ftipulation  of  real  confequcncc,  which 
had  been  made,  was  that  whereby  the  Irifli  of 
Leinfter  were  bound  to  evacuate  this  province.  It 
now  came  to  be  enforced ;  but,  the  terrour  of  a 
royal  army  once  removed,  it  was  found  no  eafy 
matter  to  fubdue  the  afFedtion  for  their  native  refi- 
dences,  which  polleflcd  the  hearts  of  all  the  Irifh. 
The  agreement  had  been  lightly  made,  if  not 
infidioully.  Pretences  were  invented,delays  affeded, 
objections  and  difficulties  fuggcfted  ;  and  the  pe- 
remptory requifitions  of  government  only  fenjcd 
to  enrage  thefe  boiftcrous  natives,  and  to  drive  them 
intolnfurreftions.  Their  hoftilities  were  the  more 
violent^,  as  they  had  no  reafon  to  exped:  accom- 
modation or  pardoQ  ;  and  the  governour  the  lefs 
provided  to  oppofe  them,  as  he  had  not  Iboked  for 
io  fudden  an  infra<ftion  of  the  late  treaty.  The 
flame  of  war  broke  out  at  once  in  different  quarters, 
and  raged  with.deftru(3:ive  fury.  The  Englifli  lords 
were  called  forth  againft  their  feveral: invaders,  with 
fuch  forces  as  they  could  colle<3:.  Two  knights  of 
the  families  of  de  Burgho  and  Bermingham  were 
diftinguifhed  upon  this  occafion  by  no  inconfidcr- 
able  vidory  over  a  large  party  of  infurgents.  The 
lieutenant,  attended  by  the  earl  of  Ormond, 
;  marched  againft  the  turbulent  and  powerful  fept 
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of  O'fijrrnes^  and  drove  them  from  their  lands  in 
Wicklow.  Bat  at  the  very:  moment  of  their  tri- 
umph, w|iile  fcafts  were  held,  and  knights  created, 
in  honour  of  this  fuccefs^;  they  vsrere  confounded 
by  the  intelligence  of  a  victory  gained  by  the 
neighbouring  fept  of  O'Toole,  >vho  flaughtered  a 
confider£!)le  number  of  tl^  king's  forces.  The 
O'Byfnes,  though  driven  from  their  habitations, 
retired  into  Offory,  and  there  obflinately  continued 
their  hoftilities.  Mortimer  purfued  them  with 
more  bravei^y  than  circumfpedtion^ ;  was  farprized, 
defeated,  and  (lain  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

This  petty  war,  which  neither  admits  nor  merits 
a  detail,  was  fufficient  to  provide  king  Richard 
with  fuch  a  pretence  fdr  another  Irifli  expedition, 
as  fuited  his  genius  and  uhderftanding.  A  feries  of 
arbitrary  and!  tyrannical  meafures,  oppreflions  the 
moftfevere,  exadions  of  every  odious  fpecieis,  and 
the  fums  extorted  carelefsly  and  wantonly  diili- 
pated,  murders  under  the  appearance  of  law,  ob- 
fequious  parliaments  formed  by  intrigue  and  cor- 
ruption, and  implicitly  devoted  to  the  paflions  of 
the  king,  terrified  the  people,  but  totally  alienated 
their  affedions  from  a  princb,  who  facrlficed  the 
properties  and  lives  of  nis  fubjedls  to  luxury,  ca- 
price, and  malice,  with  the  moft  carelefs  indif- 
ference. The  difcontents,  arifing  from  the  vices  of 
his  government,  fomented  by  the  artifice  of  faftion, 
had  now  prepared  the  way  for  a  violent  revolution  : 
and  in  that  moment  of  apparent  tranquillity,  which 
ufually  precedes  a  dangerous  hurricane  in  the  poli- 
tical fyfteto,  Richard,  vainjy  relying  on  an  efta- 
,  blifhed  power,  formed  a  rcfolution  of  chaftifing 
the  infolence  of  the  Irifli,  and  jn^enging  t]ie  death 

of 
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of  Mortimer.  Hil  forces  were  again  'prfcpared, 
and  the  fums  eattorted  to  fupport  aj  &Cond  eicpecU*- 
tioa  into  Ireland^  confinimrd  the  hatrid^  and  af-^ 
forded  a  fisur  pretence  for  cnflaming  thic^  difcontents 
of  bi&  people.  /   r    i  : 

In  fpring  of  the  y?ax  .;^3.j9K.bi^  pp^^^ 
were  completed.  Th^  dy^i^j?  ot  York  was  left  re- 
gent of  England:  and  his  fon^  t^e/diik^  of  Au- 
merle,  intruded  to  follow  the  king  with  a  rein- 
forcement.'  Richard  arrived  at  BriftoJ,  attenlded  \>y 
feveral  nobles,  among  whom  were  the  duke  of 
Exeter,  earl  of  Sallfbury,  fome  prelates/  the  fbn 
of  the  duke  of  GlpMcefter,  and  the. young  lord 
Hpnry  of  LancaftcTj^  Ton  to  the  earl  of  Hereford. 
The  reports  of  fecret  coflfpiracies,  ^d  intended 
infurre^ons,  were  even,  now  conveyed  to  him, 
and  determined  him,  to,  fenid  a  peremptory  man- 
date to  the  earl  of  Northijniberlartd,  a  fajfpedtcd 
lord,  to  repair  wijhout^elay  to  his  ftandardv  '^^ 
carl  refiifed,  in  gentl?  ;ind  jdutiful  terms,  pleading 
the,  danger  of  leaving  the  northern  borders  open 
to  the  incurlions  of  the  iScots,  and .  reprefeating 
the  importance  of  attending  to  the  kings  i^lereu 
in  his  prpicnt  ftatipn,  inftead  of  reinforcing  an 
army  already  more  th?wi  iqfficient  for  the  intended 
enterprip,  Richard^  .not  yet  fufficiently  alarmed 
by  this  evaiion,  contented  himfelf  with  pfoclaiming 
the  earl  a  traitor,  and  declaring  his  lancis  forfeited ; 
proceeded  in  his  embarkation,  and  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  May  arrived  wi^th  his  powers  at -Waterford. 

The  whole  procefs  of  this  vain  and  fStile  ex- 
pedition ferved  but  to  demonftrate  the*^weaknefs 
of  the  leader**.  Six  days  were  fpent  at  Waterfprd 
in  the  vain  parad«  of  receiving  the  congratulations 

♦        °f 
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of  hie  Ifiik  fubjcwas.  FQWte?^  more  wiere  wafted 
at  Kilfcei^ny,  expeiaing  (he  irrival  of,  tb<5  duke  of 
Aufl^erje,  whofe  del^y  n^nifefily  betray^  his  fe^ 
cret  difaiffeij^ion.  It  h^d  never  once  occurred  to 
the  inconfidec^te  king,  that  Leinfter^.  which  wa$ 
to  be  the  feat  of  wax^  had  been  for  fometimc 
wafted  by  hoftilities,  :^nd  cpuld  fcarcely  afford 
provifions  for  his'  unw^l^;,»UjBibcrs.  feut  the 
enemy,  who  knew  full  well  to  what  difficulties 
he  muft.be  fooji  reduced^  h9^  the  difcernment  to 
defpife  his  vain  parade ;  and,  encourage4  ^J  hi? 
delay  and  ina<9;ivity,  triuniphant]y  declared  their  ' 
refolution  to  defend  their  liberty  againft  the  injuT 
rioi^s  oppreffors  of  their  country,  even  to  th^ir  laft 
breath  i  and  affefted  to  rpjoice,  that  (He  period 
was  at  lengrth  arrivedv  when  Englifh  ufurpation 
flwuld  receive  its  final  overthrow* 

Richard  was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  iparch 
againft  the  enemy  commanded  -by  Art  Mac-Mur- 
cjiard,  who,  notwithftandin^  the  penfions  he  nad 
neceived,  apd  the  fubmiffions  he  had  lately  made, 
was  ftiU  the  inveterate  enemy  of  the  Englifh ;  and 
in  the  violence  of  nationd'^  pride,  enflamed  by  the 
proipedtxrf  fuccefs,  vowed  the  moft  defperate  ven- 
g6a:r)c?  againft  his  invaders.  To  fecurehimfelf 
Frbnl  the  ftiperiour  numbers  of  the  enemy  Jbe  re- 
tired .  tp  his  woods  i  and  at  their  approach,  ap- 
pisared  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  men  fo  well 
armed  and  appointed,  and  with  fuch  an  appearance 
of  determined  valour,  as  were  perfedlly  aflontfhitig 
ta  the  Englifh*  who  had  been  taught  to  defpife 
their  rude  and  imdifciplincd  violence.  The  royal 
army  was  drawn  out  in  order  of  batfle,'  expfc(flihg 
a  vigotous  attack ;  but  the  Irifh  forces,  who 
thp^jght  df  nothing  Icfs  tlian  a  regular  engagement 
' in 
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in  the  field,  fuddenfy  dliappearcd  i  4hd  Richard, 
elevated  by  this  retreat,  ordered  the  adjacent  vil- 
lages istnd  houfcs  to  be  fet  on  fire,  and  the  royal 
ftandard  to  be  advanced,  under  which  he  created 
feveral  knights,  and  among  thefe  the  young  lord 
Henry  of  Lancafter,  afterwards  the  illuilrious  king 
Henry  the  fifth,  who  on  this  occafion  gave  the  firft 
proofs  of  his  diftrnguiflied  valour. 

To  facilitate  the  purfirit  of  an  enemy  who  ap- 
peared to  fly",  a  large  body  of  peafants  was  em- 
ployed to  open  a  paflage  through  the  wbods,  which 
the  Irifh  had  by  every  means  endeavoured  to  ren- 
der impaflable.     As   the    king's    army   marched 
through  all  the  difficulties  of  an  encuriibered  road, 
perpetually  impeded,  and  fometimes  plunged  into 
deep  and  dangerous  morafTes,  the  enemy  frequently 
afTaikd  them  with  loud  and  barbarous^  ululations; 
caft  their  darts  with  fuch  force  as  no  armoqr  could 
withftand,  flaughtered  their  detached  parties,  re- 
tired, and  advanced  with  aftpnifhing   agility,    fo 
as  continually  to  annoy  and  harrafs  the,  Englifh 
forces,  though  they  could  not  be  broijght  to  a 
'  general  engagement.     Some  of  the  Irifli  lords,, 
lefs  penetrating  than  their  fubtile  chieftain,  and 
among   thofe  his  uncle,  were  indeed  .'terriiie^  by 
the   numbers  of  the  king's  forces,  ai^d;  with  all 
the  marks  of  humiliation  fubmitted   to   Riphard. 
They  appeared  before  him  with  halters  round  their 
necks,  fell  at  his  feet,  imploring  peacjb  and  fbrj^ive- 
nefs,  and   were   gracioufly   received;  ^Art   Mac- 
Murchard  was  fummoned  to  make  tlie  like  fufenaii*- 
fiohs  i  and,  to  prevail  upon  him  to  accept  of  grace, 
and   return  to  his   allegiance,  Richard  was  weak 
enough  to  promife  large  rewards,  territories,   and 
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caftles  in  Leinftcr.     The  Iriftiman,  who  well  knew 
the  difficulties  to  which  the  king's  army  was  re- 
duced^  and  the  impoffibility  of  their  fubfiftingfor 
any  time  in   their   prefent   fituation,  returned  a^ 
haughty  anfwer  of  defiance,  and  declared  his  refo- 
lution  of  oppofing  the  king  of  England  to  the  ut- 
moft.     Richard  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that 
the  diftrefs  of  his  foldiery,  which  had  encouraged 
the  adverfary  to  this  infolence,  could  no  longer  be 
concealed,  and  every  day  grew  more  intolerable. 
Numbers  oJF  his  men  perifhcd  by  famine  ;  their 
horfes,  from  want  and  fe verity,  grew  incapable  of 
fcrvice  ;  a  general  gloom  fpread  through  his  camp, 
and  his  braveft  knights  murmured  at  their  fate, 
who  were  to  perifh  in  a  fervice  attended  with  fo 
little  honour,    and.  fuch  fevere  diftrefs.     A   few 
(hips  laden  with  provifions  from  Dublin  having 
landed  on  the  neighbouring  coaft,  the  famifhed 
foldiers   plunged   into .  the   fea,  feized  and  rifled 
them,  fhedding  each*  other's  blood  in  a  furious 
conteft   for  relief.     The  neceffity  of  decamping 
was  too  apparent,  and  too  urgent  to  admit  of  the 
leaft  delay,    ]ft.ichard,  with  his  numerous  forces; 
was  compelled  to  retire  before  an  inconfiderablo 
band  of   enemies  whom  he  had  defpifed,    who 
purfued  and  iriceffantly  harraflcd  him  in  his  retreat. 

MAc-Mt^ReHARD,  however^,  amidft  all  the 
exultation  of  ^'purfuing  enemy,  was  not  fo  blinded 
by  his  prefent  fuccefs,  but  that  he  difcerned  and 
confidered  the  real  extent  of -his  power.  Senfible 
of  the  king's  fuperiority,  and  that  his  prefent  dif- 
ficulties muft  determine  with  his  arrival  at  the 
capital,  which,  though  he  might  retard  by  his 
incurfions,  he  could  not  prevent,  he  embraced  the 

prefent 
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prefent  moment  to  attempt  an  accpmrnodottpn 
upon  advantageous  ternn^s ;  and  by  n^iTage  to  thd 
lung  defired  a  iafe-condi«^,  that  he  m^t  rep^ 
iecurely  to  his  camp  to  offer  his  propofitioos  of 
peace ;  or  elfe^  that  fome  lords  might  be  dep^ed 
to  confer  with  him.     By  advice  ^  the  counpilj 
Gloucefter  was  conuiudaoned  to  meet  him  at  a 
place  appointed ;  and  for  this  pivpofe  man;hed 
out  with  a  guard  x>f  two  hundred  lannpes^  and  wo 
thoufand  archers.     An  eye-witnejfe  of  their  inter- 
view defcribes  the  Iri/h  chieftain^  tall  of  ^ure^ 
and  formed  for  agiHty  and  flrc^ngth^  ^  an  a%c<3: 
fierce  and  fevere^  mounted  on  a  fwift  and  i^tely 
horfe,  without  iaddle,  and  4arting  rapidly  from  a 
mountain  between  two  woods  adjacent  tp  the  fea, 
attended  by  his  train.  At  hi^  cojtamand  they  halted 
at  due  diftance^  while  t^e^r  leader^,  caftii^  the  ^ar 
from  him,  which  he  gr^fped  in  his  right  handj 
f uljhed  forward  »to  meet  the  Engli0i  Jbrd.     Jhe 
parle  was  continued  for  a  coirfiderable  time.    The 
iriih  prince  was  reminded  of  his  late  engagements, 
his  'grievous  infractions^  his  attack  (>f  the  Is^Qg  s 
vic^erent,  and  the  flaughtcr  both  of  him  and  his 
forces.     He  prpudly,aqfwered,  by  defending  his 
conduit  upon  fuch  preteijce^  as  he  co^ld  devifc  j 
and,  after  much  d^b^te^  at  laft  confpnted  to  fub- 
mit,  but  abfolutely  refufed  to  be  bound  to  any 
fpecitl   compofition  or  condition?.  j^Asi  fuch  an 
overture  was  not  admii&ble^  the  Qopferenpe  was 
broken  off;  and  Gloucefter  returned  to  the  king 
vnth  the  povoking  intelligence  of  the  refult  of 
this  interview,  and  the  infolence  of  M^c-Mur- 
chard.    The  pride  of    Richard  was  fa  fevercly 
WQundedj^ .  that    he  paffionately  vcyj?ed   never  to 
depart  from  Ireland  until  hp  h^  ppfieiTed  l^^niielf 
of  this  rebel  alive  or  dead. 

He 
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He  had  BOW  armed  ^  DublittTj,  whepe  he 
found  fvifSci^Qt  T^f{  (ot,  hi&  enfeebled  ,?ra)j,  and 
wa^  ill  }^  reinibrcqclt  by.Auc^erle  wit^  ^  £m^9% 
ft  x|o^4c9iaB  in  whpflfi  |)f  placed  ^  blifj^  f^^esu^t 
and  v^  rfadily  ajp9logi?pd,  for  h^_  4^foi!::iJcrc 
this  ill-fated  prince  reiided  for  fix  weeks,  while 
foiDf  p^t,  of  his  forces,  we^  detEi9|]^r<^gf|^  the 
fsneniy, -and  the  i;<^al  proc;|?n^^  iffiic^-ip^qp^^ 
6r>g.  thr«!  huadxed  ^^rk^  9^gfW  ^(xsMW  ^^cfl>9«l4 
fei?je;,^h^iE  lc^6f.  Te9rtpea,uoi^.  W<»t|?ci;^^B4 
?9i»tK|Fy  winds  W  Pttl;  hjqa  off  frogV;  s4i  iqt^lUggnce 
flWi>Eqglaa4d»fiigtep«f«pd,i  ^t»f n«  at  Icngtl?, 
g  b^k  awiv?^,  SMid  hrq»j|J>f;the  ^rei»?fv4q«s  j^w« 
o^ihJ^  l^fal  rpin. 

F^Qm  t^  mipRMaJipf  hi*  cj^rt^re  tg  lifpjandi 
^tteQd.ed  hy  diiofe  J^of ds  whp  were  4^m^  3)^ 
devoted  to  his  (ejyice,  tfee  p^^ic^^ptepts  of  ^flg^nd 
began  t9  4ig«ft  theji?  f€h?mf&of  di??ferpi^g,  hjmt 
Thieif  (foflfejrencf %  ei}^d  ^?  %ft  !^plica^tf)n  [to  \\» 
^uke  of  ^fiwfqrd,  la  drai^  thf  ^wojd  ^gapft  ^ 
piintJt  ,whci  had  pa^tiK^^af}y  jpir^vofesd  *W?.?1l%»^r 
mept,  #rft^y  capr^iijttfly  boo^iftg  ^fn  froj^^thf 
rfalpv  ^4  f hf  n  I^  d^fffiwAg  hip*  fff  hjfi  wiheril^flipck 
9fi  iOm  death  €)f  hi9  i^tfeer,  thf  dttfee  of  i^nvaftcrp 
^Jlfnijdal^d'by  smt»&  ajid  gflihifjoR,  hp  fcwjded  ii^ 
jg^gU^d  WMh  wi  ii)fi$i|f}d«rahJe  |»o^^  was  rsixh- 
fisreed  >y  daily  S«srca&»g  flun^hef?  j  the  legfBf 
^ttfer^Qd,  and  oWJgfdtfr  n^rei.thckio^om  i^ 
confiifion,  and  ^  g^Qer^l  hopi6$  of  a^l  nK»;  ^e^. 
upon  the  popular  invader ;  wno»  favoured  by  the 
clergy,  and  by  virtueof  a  papal  bull,  declared  rightful 
inheritor  of  the  crown,  traverfed  the  kingdom 
with  his  formidable  powers,'  executed  feveral  of 
the  king's  obnoxious  minifters,    and,   either  by 

Be  artifice 

T  Storjr  of  Rich.  n.  hit  laft  being  b  Ireland.  Bj  th«  earl  of  Touteft. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


4i8      rtlSTbRt   OF  IRELAND.    B.  IL 

aftificc  or  tcrrour,  gained  fomc  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  fubjcAs  to  declare  in  favour  of  his  c»ufe ; 
amohg  theft  was  the  duke  of  York  himfclf,  fo 
that  the  interefts  of  Richard  were  forgotten,  and 
his^^thority  fallen  into  the  utmofl  contempt 

RicriARb  heard  theinvafion  and  progrefsof  his 
rivalwith  an  abjeft  difmay,  and  with  more  of 
peevifli' refentment  than  any  reafonable  precaution, 
committed  the  young  lord  of  Glouccfter  and  lord 
Henry  of  Lancafter,  prifpners  to  the  caftle  of 
Trim.  Hi6  council  advifed  thathefliould  inftantly 
return  to  England ;  Aumcrle  prevailed  on  him  to 
ftay  until  his  whole  army  could  be  at  onec  tranf- 
ported.  Salifbury  was  fent  before,  to  colleft  the 
Wclchmen,  who  crowdfed  in  great  numbers  to  his 
flandard ;  were  impatient  for  the  icing's  arrival; 
(hocked  at  his  infatuated  delay;  ilill  difajppointed 
in  their  expeftations  of  his  appearance,  and  difpcr- 
fed.  'Richard,  when  he  had  at  length  arrived, 
found  the  defperation  of  his  affairs  complete.  He 
was  a:Bandoned  by  his  friends,  and  deferted  by  his 
fuibjefits.  By  Arowing  himfelf  into'  thg  town  of 
Conway, '  with  his  few  remaining  attendants,  he 
difcovered  his  intentions  of  returning  for  £heltcr 
into  Ireland  in  his  lail:  extremity.  But  artifice 
was  employed  to  prevent  him.  He  waS  betrayed 
into  the  hands  of  his  rival ;  and  a  reign  of  weak- 
nefsi  opprefiion,  and  tyrianny^  ended  in  the  fbkmn 
depofition  of  Richard  the  Second. 
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MAGNA  CARTA  HIBERNIiE. 

REGIS   HENRICI  TERTH- 

XII.    Die  Novemsris,   M,CCXVI.   Anno  Regnt  L 

HENRICUS  Dei  gratia  rex  Anglie  Dominus 
Hybernic  dux  Normannic  et  J^quiuniQ  et 
comes  An4cgavie  archiepifcopis  epifcopis  abbatibus 
comitibus  barpnibus  jufticiariis  foreftariis  vice- 
comitibus  prepo£tis  miniflris  civibua  ballivis  et 
fidelibus  fuis  falutem^  Sciatis  nos  intuitu  Dei  et 
pro  falute  anime  noftre  et  omnium  antecefTorum  et 
fucceflbrum  noftrorun^  ad  honorem  Dei  et  exaltati- 
onem  fand:e  ecclefie  et  emendationem  regni  noilri 
perconfilium  venerabilium  patrum  nofcofum  do-^ 
mini  Gaulonis  titulo  fandi  Martini  prefbiteri  car- 
dinalis  apoftolice  fedis  legati  Petri  Winton'  h.  do 
lando  Afapho  J.  Bathon'  &  Glaf^om'  S.  Exon*  R. 
Ciceftr'  W.  Coventr  W.  Roffen'.  H.  London- 
Menevens'  Bangor*  et  S.  Wygorn' cpifcppwu^i  et 
nobilium  virorum  Williel  mi  Marifcalli  copiitis  Pern- 
broc*  Ranulfi  comitis  Ceftr'  WilUemi  de  Ferrar* 
comitis  de  Derbia  Willielnii  comitis  dc  Aubomarle 
iluberti.  de  Burgo  Jqfticiarii  noftriSavantii  deMalo. 
Lcfone  Willielmi  Bruerie  patris  Willielmi  j^rueric 
lilii  Roberti  dc  Curtenai  Falkefii  de  Breapte  ;  Re- 
ginaldlde  Vautprt  Wa|teri  de  Laci  Hug^nis  de 
Mortuo  Mari  Johainni$  de  ;Monei|xute  ^Wakeri  dc, 
r  '  Beauchamp 
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Bomchamp  Wt^eri  dc  Clifibrd  Roberti  de  Mortuo 
Mari  Willicldii  de  Canfclup*  Mathei  filii  H^reberti 
Johannis  Marifcalli  Alani  Bailet  Philippi  de  Albi- 
niaco  Johanniij  Exti-anbi  tt  aliorum  fidelium  noflro- 
rum, 

I.  Imprimis  conceffifTe  Deo  ct  hac  prefcnti 
carta  ^iQftra  ^renfirsiaiTe  pro  4iobis  &  heredibus 
ndftris  inperpetuiim  qtiod  HyBt*NiCANA  tCclt&z 
liberal  et  habeat  jura  Aia  iotegra  et  libertates  fuas 
illefas*  Conceilimus  etiatn  omnibus  liberis  homi- 
nibus  dc  regno  noftro  pro  liobis  et  heredibus  inper- 
petuum  omnes  libertates  fubfcriptas  habendas  et 
tenendas  iis  et  heredibus  fuis  de  nobis  et  heredibus 
n<rflrife. 

IL  si  quis  comitum  vel  baronum  noftroram  five 
aHorum  teneotium  de  nobis  ihcapite  per  fcrvicitrm 
miKtare  ifaortutfs  fuefit  et  cum  decAfferit  hcres  fiius 
plene^etatis  faeiit  ettefevitrm  debeatur  habeat  he- 
reditatem  foam  per  antiqutfm  rekvium  fcilicet 
hei*es  vel  heredes  comitis  de  barohia  cottiitts  integra 
per  centiim  Kbi-as  lieres  vc!  htredcs  baronis  tfe 
baronia  baronis  integraper  cert  turn  libras  Ircres  vd 
heredes  milrtis  dc  feudo  militis  intcgro  per  centum 
fdlidos  ad  plus  et  qui  minus  debuerit  minus  det 
fecundumantiqilam  cctafuetudinem  feodorum. 

III.  Si  atttem  heres  alicujus  talHun  fuerit  infra 
ctatemdominuR'cjus  non  habeat  cuftodiam  ipfios 
n<c«etfcilrc  anteqtram  liomagi urn  ejus  cepcrtt  ct 
poftquam  UMi  hef es  foerit  in  cuflodia  ad  etatcm 
.  pervenerit  fcilicrt  Viginti  et  unius  atrtiOrum  habeat 
nereditatem  foam  fine  relevio  et  fine  fine  ita  tamen 
quod  fi  ipfc  dum  infra  etktenl  fuerit  miles  nichilo- 
minus  terra  rcmaneat  in  cuftodia  Aomini  foi  ufque 
terminum  prcdifteim. 

-  IV.  Ctys^os  tfirnB  hujus  ct  hercdis  qui  infVa 

ctitcto  fuerit  noh  capiat  de  term  heredis  hifi  rationa- 

'1  ^  biles 
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b^s  iexko^^rationabiks  confiiettidiQcs  et  rttiona^ 
biUa  fervicia  et  hoc  fine  deftrodioiie  vd  vafto 
hon^inum  vel  rerum  et  it  nos  cc»mi[ii&rimiK& 
xniflDdiuin  dicajus  talis  Cerre  vicecomitt  vel  alicui 
s^  qui  fde  eidtibus  terie  illius  nobis  refpondere 
de^ott  et  iUe  deftruftionem  de  cuAodii  fecefit  vet 
^mftOini  BOS  ab  co  capienius  emradam  et  terra  ilJa 
committatur  duobus  legotibas  et  diicreds  hominibu8 
de  ieodo  ilia  qui  de  exitibus  nobis  refpondieant  vel 
ei  cni  nos  a|Qgnaverint>us  et  fi  dederimus  vei  ven« 
dideiinMis  alicoi  ctiilodiam  alicujus  taltis  terre  et 
ilte  djeftrUdbionem  inde  fecerit  vel  vaftum  amittat 
cuftodiam  illam  et  trailaJtur  doobus  kgalibus  et 
difcretis  hominibus  de  feodo  illo  qui  iimiliter 
nobis  inderes^ondeantiicut  predidum  eft. 

V.  CusTOs  atatem  quamdiu  xaftodiam  terre 
habueritfiiftoitetdoraos  parcosvivanaibtgnanwlen- 
dina  et  cetera  Sid  illam  terram  peitinentia  de  exidbus 
terre  ejufdem  et  reddet  hertdi  ciKa^  ad  plenam  eta-^ 
tern  pervenerit  t^ram  fuam  totam  infbuirafeam  de 
carucis  et  omnibus  aliis  rebus  ad  nunus  iecondum 
quod  tliam  recepit.  Hec  omn^  obiervenCur  de 
enftodia  ardbiepifcopatuum  epifcopatuum  abbatia** 
mm  pnoit^rtnium  ecckfiarum  et  dignitatuum  vacan- 
tuim  excepto  qtK>d  cuftodie  haijus  vendi  non  debent* 

VI.  Heredes  maritentur  abfquc  difparagatione. 
VIL  ViDCTA  poft  mortem  mariti  &ii  jfl^tim  et 

fine  dSadoae  aliqua  habcat  maritagium  fuiam  et 
hereditatenl  fuam  nee  aliquid  det  pro  dote  fua  vel 
moritagio  vel  heredttate  fua  quam  hereditatem  ma- 
ritus  fuus  ot  ip&  tenuerunt  die  obitus  ipfius  mariti 
et  manoit  vidua  indomo  mariu  fui  per  quadraginta 
dies  paft  mortem  ipfius  mariti  fui  infra  quos  ei 
afilgnetitrdosfua  niii  prius  ei  fuerit  aifignata  vel 
lafidomus  ilk  fuerit  caftrum  et  fide  caftro  receik* 

rit 
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^it  ftatim  providcatur  ei  domus  competens  in  qua 
poflit  honefte  morari  quoufque  dos  fua  ei  affignetar 
fecundum  quod  prediAum  eft. 

.  VIIL  Nulla  vidua  diftringatur  ad  fc  maritan- 
dutn  dumvoluerit  vivere  fine  marito  ita  tamen 
quod  fecuritatem  faciat  quod  fe  non  maritabit  fine 
aflenfu  noftro  ft  de  nobis  tenurit  vel  ftne  aftenfti 
domini  Aii  ft  de  alio  tenuerit. 

IX.  Nos  vel  ballivi  noftri  non  faificmus  terram 
aliquam  nee  redditum.pro  debito  aliquo  quamdiu 
catalla  debitoris,  prefentxa  ftifficiitnt  ad  debitum 
reddendum  et  ipfe  debitor  paratus  inde  fatisfacere 
nee  plegium  ipfius  debttoris  diftringatur  quamdiu 
ipfe  capitalis  debitor  ftifficit  ad  folutionem  debiti 
et  ft  capitalis  debitor  defecerit  in  folutione  non  ha- 
bens  unde  reddat  aut  reddere  noluerit  cum  poffit 
plegii  refpondeantde  debito  et  ft  voluerint  habeant 
terras  et  rcdditus  debitoris  quoufque  ftt  eis  fatisfacr 
turn  de  debito  quod  ante  pro  eo  folverunt  nifi  capi- 
talis' debitor  monftraverit  fe  efte  quietum  verfus 
eofdem  plegios. 

X-  CiviTAs  Dublin*  habeat  omnes  antiquas 
lihertatcs  et  liberas  confuetudines  fuas  preterea  vo- 
lumus^t  concedimus  quod  omnes  alie  civitates  ville 
et  burgi  et  omnes  portus  habeant  omnes  libertates 
et  liberas  confuetudines  fuas. 

XI.  NuLLUs  diftringatur  ad  faciendum  maj us 
fervicium  de  feodo  militis  nee  de  alio  libero  tene- 
mento  quam  inde  debetur.    ,       . 

XII.  CoMMUNiAiplacita  non  foquantur  curiam 
noftram  fed  teneantyr  in  aliquo  certo  loco. 

XIII.  Recogi^itiones  de  nova  diflcifina  de 
mortc  anteceflbris  et  de  ultima  prcfcntatione  non 
capitantur  nifi  in  fuis  comitatibus.et  hoc  modo  Nos. 
vel  ft  extra  regnum  fucrimus  capitalis  jufliciariits 

nofter 
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nofter  mittemus  duos  jufticiarios  per  unumquemque 
comitatum  per  quatuor  vices  in  anno  qui  cum 
quatuor  militibus  cujuflibet  ccMnitatus  eledtis  per 
comitatum  capiant  et  in  comitatu  et  in  die  et  loco 
comitatus  afRias  prediftas. - 

XIV.  E>r  li  in  die  coi|iitatus  affife  predidc  capi 
non  poffuitt  tot  milites  et  libere  tenentes  rcniancant 
deillis  qui  interfuerunt  comitatuixiie  illo  -per  quos 
poflint  fufficiienter  judicia  fieri  fecundum  quod 
negotium  fuerit  majus  vel  minus. 

XV.  Libera  homo  non  amercietur  pro  parro 
delido  nifi  fecundum  modum  deUdi  et  pro  magno 
delido  fecunduth  magnitudinedi  delidi  falvo  con- 
tenemento  fuo  et  mercator  eodemr  modo  falva 
mercandafia  fua  et  villanus  eodem  modo  amercietur 
falvo  wannagio  fuo  fi  inciderit  in  mifericordiam 
noftram  et  Bulla  predi(ftarum  mifericordiarum  pona* 
tur  nifi  per  facramentum  probqrum  et  legalium 
homi  num  de  vifiieto . 

XVI.  CoMiTES  et  barones  non  amerciendir  nifi 
per  pat^sfuos  et  non  nifi  fecundum  moduni  deli£ii» 

XVII.  Nuixus  clericus  amercietur  nifi  fecun- 
dum fotmam  predidoram  et  non  fecundum  quanti- 
tatiem  beneficii  fui  ecclefiaftid.  • 

XVIII.  Nec  villa  nee  homo  diftringetur  dfacere 
pontes  ad  riparias  nifi' qui  ab^  ^ntiquo  et^de  jure 
fadere  debent. 

XIX.  NuiLUS  vicecomes  conftabukrius  coro*^ 
natores  vel  alii  ballivi  nofiri  teneant  placita  cc^one 
noftf6« 

XX.  Sv  aliquis  tenens  de  nobis  laicum  feodum 
moriatur  et  vicecomes  vel  balHvus  nofler  oftendat 
literas  ti^oilfas  patentes  de'  fummcmitioDe  r  nofhra  de 
debito  quod  defun<3:ud  nobis  debuit  liceat  viceco<» 
miti  vel  ballivo  noftro  attacbiare  et  imbreviare 

catalla 
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catalla  defundi  inventeifi laico fcodo ad vajefitiisn 
illius  debit!  per  vUuia  IcgaUum  homionn*  ita  taman 
quod  nichil  inde  amoreatur  donee  pcrfolvatiiir  mhn 
d^Htmn  quod  darumfoorit  ct  re^uum  rclinqn«t«r 
cxecutoribus  ad  faciendum  tcflapiCAtum  defba^ 
et  fi  nichil  dcbcatur  ab/ipfa  omnia  catalla  cpdant 
deftindo  falvia  uxor!  fud  ct  pmria  ftti»  ]?aliQii»bilii^ 
bus  paf tibus  fuia. 

.  XXL  NuiLts  eonflabulariua  vol  ejus  balltvus 
capiat  blada  vel  aliacatalla  aiicujusrqoi  n^a  Ht  ^ 
TtUa  ubi  caftrum  fuum  eft  nifi  Aatim  inde  .  leddat 
denarioa  vel  refpeftum  inde  habere  po^t;  d$  ych- 
lontate  vanditoris  fi.autem  dfl^.  villa  fuoriltonsalur 
infra  trea  feptimanas  preciuai  reddec^^ 

XXU.  NuxLUs  coflftabularitis  diftringat  alir 
queoi  militem  addandum  denarios  pro  cufiodia 
oaftri  fi  ipie  earn  facere  vduerit  in  propbia^periQAa 
iba  vel  par  alismprobum  hMninem  &iple  eao 
facere  non  poflit  propter  rationabikax  emt»mM  & 
noe  duxerimua  vel  mticrimus  eunx  in  exQi^^itum 
erit  quietua  de  cuftodia  &cuodu»  qvantitatem 
temporis  quo  per  nos  fuedt  in  e»rcttuu 

XXIIL  NuLJLua  vjoeoomes  vd  j^ftUiviia  iwAer 
vel  alius  capiat  equds  vtl  careiSlais  ali^^ua  pt9 
cadagio  &c^iendo  nt&  reddat  liberaticin^m  Wtiqui- 
tufi  ftatutam  icilicet  pro  cas!c<3;a  ad  dtios  aqttos 
decern  denarios  per  diem  et  procs^^ft:ad  ts€$ 
€quos  quatuordecim  demtrlos  per  diena. 

XXIV.  Nf^c  nofi  nee  ballivi  noM  «apif9iH)$ 
alienum  bofcum  ad  caftra  vel  alia  agenda  noftra  W& 
per  voluntatem  ipfius  cbjm  hofcUs  ille  fwrlU 

XSy.  No€  fioa  tdndMnaua  terras  iUoriieft  ^ 
coBTLOi  fuerint  de^doipia  nifi  per  umim  «mwn  9t 
4t»uni  diem  ct  tunc  reddantur  tcttc  dcminiaifiOr 
:iiorQm«. 

XXVI. 
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XXVL  Exomncskydelli  depoilantufdecetcro 
per  totam  Avemlich  et  per  totisim  Hvberniam 
nifi  per  cofleram  maris. 

XXVIL  Breve  quod  vocatur  precipe  dccctero 
non  fiat  alicui  de  aliquo  tenetnento  unde  liber 
amittere  pof&t  curiam  fuam. 

XXVIILUna  mcnfiira  vini  fit  per  totum  reg- 
num  nofirum  &  una  menfixra  cervifie  et  una  knenfura 
bladi  Scilicet  quarterium  Dublin'  et  una  latitudo 
pimnorum  tindorum  rufietarum  hai;rbergettoram 
icijicit  due  ulne  in&a  liftas  De  ponderibus  aatem 
fit  ut  de  menfuris. 

:  XXIX.  NiCHiL  deturdejcetero  probreviinqui- 
£tionisile  vita  jU  membris  ied  gratis  concedatur  et 
noJin^ctur.     . 

XXX.  Si  aliquis  teneat  de  nobis  per  feodi  firmam 
vel  focagiam  vel  per  bui^aginm  et  de  alio  terram 
teneat  per  ferviciam  militare  nee  habefbimuscofto-* 
diam  heredis  nee  terre  fii^  que  eft  de  *feodo  altirius 
occafione  iUiusicodifirme  vd  foocagii  vel  burgagii 
nee  habehimus  ooftodiam  illius  feodi  firme  vel 
foccagii  vel  burgi^ii  difi  ipia  £fcodi  firma  debeat 
ienricium  fmlitarc.  Nos  non  luibdntnu^  cuftodiam 
heredis  vel  terre  alicujus  quam  tenet  de  alio  per 
dSi»*viciAim:militare  occafione  alicujusTpatve-feijan tie 
quam  tenet  de  ndbi^  pw  fervidum  teddehdi.  nobis 
cukeUos  viel ikgittas  vel  huj  ufinodu 

XXKL  If  ui^LU^s  baliivus  pomt  ^4^  xjetero  al|« 
quem  ad  legem  fimplicl  loquek  fine  tdttbus 
fidelibus  tad  boo  -iiidudSs.'  -         •• 

XXXM.  Nivj^us  iibcriiomo  capiatur  vtftim* 
lurtfonetur  :vel  difiafiattn;  auC  ^utlegttnr  auC  iKKulct 
aut  aHquo  ;altQ  modo.  4eftriiaitdr  nee  fuper  earn 
ibimus  nee  fuper  eum  mittemus  nifi^^r^  legale 
jiidicinm  pariumfuorum! vel  per  legem  i^xc. 
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XXXIIL    Null  I   vendemus  nulli  negabimus 
aut  difterciiius  redum  aut  jufticiam. 

XXXIV.  Omnes  mercatores  nifi  publice  aiitea 

prohibiti  fuerint  habeant  Talvum  et  iecurum  exire 

tJciHy^BBRNiA  et  venire  in  HybebniAm   ct  mo- 

rari  et  ire  per  Hyberniam  tarn  per  terras  quam 

-per  aquas  jad  emendum  ct  vendcndum  fine  omni- 

4iuls n»}isi tokisper  antiquas^t  rtdas confuetudines 

'  pf etor<|uam  in  tempore  guerre  ct  fi  lint  de  terra 

roontra  nos  gucrrina  et  fi  tales  inveniantur  in  terra 

.^noibca  in  principio  guerre  attachientur  fine  dampno 

corporum  vel  rerum  donee  fciatur  a  nobis  vel  a 

<:apttali  jufticiario  ndbtotjuomodo  mercatores  terre 

noflre  tradentur  que  tunc  invenientnr  in    terra 

contra  nos  gucrrina  et  fi  nofVri  falvi  fint  ibi  alii  fahi 

'fiat,  in  tcrca  tioflra. 

' ;  XXXV'*  Si  quisitcnuerit  de  aliqua  cfcaeta  ficut 

-4ic  honorciWdlingcfbrd  Notii^cham  Bolon'   Lan- 

.  caftei:MM$i^iiaefcaetis  qu£  funt  in  manu  nofba 

VetSwut'  harohiejcc  .dbicrit  hercs  ejus  non  det  aliud 

ifflevium  ifecifackt   nobis  aliud  icrvicium  quam 

^fade^etrHbaJroni  &  tierralDa  efiet  in  manu  baronis 

ftit  \  JiQis  leockm;  ftodo  osm  tenebimus  quo  baro  cam 

ctonuiiL'  jb   yju  *  i'     .."*•.* 

^r:  XXK¥L  .'HoMif^£S  rqui  manent  extra  foreftam 

hbnvitoiaht  de-cctcro  coram  juAiciariis  nofbis  de 

forefla  per  comihuncsr  fiihimonitioncs  nifi  fint  m 

placitt  ,wl  plegii>  dicujus  vel  aliquorum^  qui  atta- 

chiittt^ftprtripro  forcfta.1.  ' 

XXXVII.    Omnbs   Ikoiiiihcs   qui   fund^verint 

afa3>ktia$:'tt6tsb)  haJD^    cartas  regum  Alnglie.  vel 

;  alitiquam  tcouram :  >  laheaat  earum  <f uftodiam  cum 

vacavftriot  ficut  habere ikbeiitct  ficut  fupra  dtida- 

.  Sratuln^^ft.ii  ./.ti    ■:  ; '   . 

XXXyilL^  OmnHs  fijrcffc  que  afforcffaite  funt 
tempore  rcgis^Johannis  patris  noflri  flatim  deafib- 
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reftentur  et  ita  fiat  de  gniariis  que  per  eundem 
Johannem  tempore  foo  pofiti  funt  in  defenfb. 

XXXIX.  NuLLUS  capiatur  vel  imprifonetur 
propter  appellum  femine  de  morte  alterius  quam 
yin  lui. 

XL.  Omnes  autem  iftas  confuetudines  pre- 
didas  etlibertates  quas  concefiimus  in  regno  noftro 
tenendas  quantum  ad  nos  pertinet  erga  noftros 
omnes  de  regno  noftro  tarn  clerici  quam  laici 
confervent  quantum  ad  fe  pertinet  erga  fuos. 

XLL  Quia  vero  quedam  capitula  in  priori 
carta  continebantur  que  gravia  et  dubitabilia  vide- 
bantur  fcilicet  de  fcutagiis  et  auxiliis  adidendis  de 
debitis  Judeorum  et  aliorum  et  de  libertate  exeundi 
de  regno  noftro  et  redoundi  in  regnum  noftrum  de 
foreftis  et  foreftariis  de  warrennis  et  warennariis  de 
confuetudinibus  coipitatuum  et  dq  ripariis  et  earum 
cuftodibus  placuit  fupradidis  prelatis  et  magna- 
tibus  ea  efle  in  refpedu  quoufque  pleniujs  confiliura 
habuerimus  et  tunc  faciemus  pkniflii^ae  tam  de 
his  quam  de  aliis  que  occurrerint  emendanda  id 
quod  ad  communem  omnium  utilitatem  pertinuerit 
et  pacem  et  ftatum  noftrum  et  regni  noftri*  Quia 
vero  figillum  nondum  habuimus  prefent?ni  cartam 
figillis  venerabilis  patris  jioftri  domini  Gualcnis 
titulo  faiiifli  Martini  preifcy teri  cardinalis  apoftojice 
fcdis  legati  et  Willielmi  Marifcalli  Comitis  Pen- 
brok'  redoris  noftri  et  regni  noftri  fccimus  %illari. 
Teftibus  omnibus  prenominatis  et  alUs  muitis* 
Dat'  per  manum  prcdiftorum  domini  legati  et 
Willielmi  Marifcalli  apud  Briftollum  duodecimo 
die  Novembris  anno  regni  noftri  prinip. 
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NUMBER        11. 

Since  this  volume  was  fent  to  the  prefs  the 
following  curious  Record  appeared  in  the  Calendar 
rf  Ancient  Charters.  Though  it  varies  in  fomc 
inftances  from  the  MS.  of  the  Bodleian  Library^ 
quoted  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Thirds,  yet  it 
jfeenls  the  completeft  and  moft  authentic  evidence 
of  the  fa£t  as  there  ftated.  For  the  {ake  of  thofe 
readers  who  may  not  have  opportunity  of  recur*^ 
ringto  it  intheCW(f/0^^9  &c.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  anneodng  it  to  this  volume. 

MEMORANDA   DE    HIBERNIA. 

Annis  49  &  50  E.  III. 

De  perfonis  ecclefiafticis  per  Epifcopos  fc  Clerum, 
ac  perfonis  Itiicis  per  Communes  cujotflirbet  Co^ 
mitatuSy  &  per  Cives  &  Burgenfes  cajufUbet 
Civitalis  &  Burgi  in  Hibernia^  dige^dis^  & 
tranfrli'iKftendis  in  Angliam^  verius  domsnum 
Regem^  &  Oonfilium  fuum,  ubicunque  &ent) 
&  proteftatem  fuffitientem  habentibus^  pro 
prsedii^is  Epifcopis  &  Clcro,  M«gnatibus  cujuf- 
libet  comitatus^  Civibus  &  Burgcnf^^us  cujuf- 
libctCivitatis  &  Burgi,  ad  traftandimi,  confulea- 
dum  &  concordandum  cum  ipfo  Rcge,  &  ejus 
Gonfilio,  tam  fuper  gubernatione  &  dcfcnfionc 
terne  Hiberni®,  quam  fuper  iuxilio  ibidem 
levando  ad  fuftentacionem  guerrae  regis. 

CUM   EXCELLENTISSIMUS  DOMINUS 
NOSTER,  DOMINUS  REX  ANGLIiE, 
nuper  tranfmiferit  Nicholaum  de  Dagworth  mili- 

tern, 
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tern,  ad  terram  ipfius  domini  regis  Hiberniae,  ad 
qaxdzm    Begotia  didi    domini    regis,    Pra^latis, 
Maghatibus,  &  Communibus  didae  terrae  expo-- 
nenda,  prout  idem  Nicholaus  per  didum  dominum 
regem  erat  oneratus,  prout  in  Uteris  patentibns  de 
Anglia  inde  confedis,  &  in  cancellaria  didi  dqmini 
regis  in  Hibernia  irrotulatis,  plenius  continetur, 
ac  idem  Nicholaus,  in  Parliamento  didi  domini 
regis  apud    KilJcennor.  die  Sabbatis,   in    odabi? 
Sandi  Michaclis,  anno  regni  ejufdem  dopiini  regi$ 
quadragefimo  nono  ex  caufa  pra^dida  fummonito 
&   tento,  comparens,  inter  cetera,  tarn  in  ididi^ 
Uteris,  quam  in  quadam   indentura,  per  didum 
Nicholaum  in  dido   ParUamento   monftrata,    & 
ibidem  perfeda,  &  poftmodum  in  cancellaria  pr^ae- 
dida  edaibita,  contcnta ;  Prelati^t  Magnatibus,  $5; 
Communibus  ibidem  tunc  convocatis,   artic^lps 
fiibfcriptos  expofuerit,   videlicet,  qualiter   didus 
dominas  ReXf  tam  grandes  fumptus  &  expenfas 
fupcr  fufttntatione  gwerriae  in  terra  fua  praedida, 
pro  lal?atione&  dedefenfione  ejufdem,  qu^e  per 
aottia  fecit  &  appofuit,  propter  exceflivam  eiFufio- 
mm  expenfaram  qua^  circa  gqierjas  Ajias  glii^nde 
ij)fttm/acereop0rteret,  diutiu^  non  potiiit  fuftinerei^ 
undedidos  Prdatos,  Magna^s  &  Communes  di- 
l%enter  exci*ando,  quod  ipfi,  prsemiflis  confide- 
ratis,   qrdinarent  quaUter    quilibet  eorum  juxta 
facultateB  iuas«  &c  ftatus   fui  exigentiam^  partem 
raitionabilem  hujiifmodi  fumptuum  &  expenrarums 
pro  fufteatatione  guerrae  regis  in  terra  prjedida,  ac 
falvatione,  tiefenfione,    &  gubejrnatione  ejnfdem 
terra?,  valeret  fupportane  :  &  cum  Pfelati,  Mag- 
nates &  Communes  fupradidi,  fup^r  praemiflis   ie 
excufaverint,  videlicet,  qupd  ipfi  propter  eorum 
infttfficientiam   &  paupertatem,    aliquam  partem 

hujufmodi 
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hujufmodi  fumptuum  &  c^cpenfarum  tunc  temporis 
non  poffent  fupportare  ;  cofdem  Prelates,  Mag- 
nates &  Communes,  juxta  vim  &  effeftum  inden- 
turse  praediftae,  poflmodum  oneraverit,  quodquili- 
bct  epifcopus  duas  perfonas  ecclefiafticas  potefta- 
tem  fufficientem  pro  fc  &  clero  fuse  diocefis  per 
literas  procuratorias  ab  ipfis  epifcopo  &  clero,  ac 
communes  cujuflibet  comitatus  didae   terrae,  duas 
perfonas  laicas  poteflatem  fufficientem  pro  mag- 
natibus  &  communibus  ejufdem   comitatus,    ac 
dves   &   burgenfes  cujuflibet   civitatis  &c   burgi 
ejufdem  terra,  duos  cives  &  duos   burgenfes  po- 
teflatem fufficientem  pro  fe,  civibus  &  burgenfibus 
civitatem   &    burgorum    praedi£torum   habentes, 
verfus  diftum    dominum    regem  in  Anglia,    ad 
trai^andum,   confulendum  &  concordandum  cum 
diifto  domino  rege&  ejus  confilio,  tam  fupergu- 
bernatione  ejufdem  terra,  quam  fuper  auxilio  6c 
fuflentatione  guerrae  regis,  *  ibidem  tranfmitterent : 
cujusoneris  praetextu^  &  etiam  pro  eo  quod  idem 
dominus  rex  literas   fuas  de  privato   ngillo  fuo 
Willielmo  de  Wyndefore  gubernatori  &  cuflodi 
di€tae  terra   Hibernia,    per  di<5l:um    Nicholaum 
tranfmifiti  mandando  eidem  gubernatori  &  cuflodi 
quod  fi  didti  Prelati,    Magnates   &  Communes, 
partem  rationabilem  hujufmodi  fumptuum  &  ex-* 
penfarum  fuper  fe  affumere  recufarcnt,  tunc  idem 
guberoator  &  cuflos,  tantum  faceret,  quod  quilibet 
epifcopus,  ac  communes  cujuflibet  comitatus,  ac 
cives  &  burgenfes  cujuflibet  civitatis  &  burgi  terra 
pradidta,  duas  perfonas  in  forma   pradidla  tranf-* 
mitterent,  prout  in  di&is  literis  de  privato  figillo 
plenius  poterif  apparercj  de  avifamento  didi  gu- 
bernatoris  6c  cuflodJs,    ac   confilii    didli   domini 
regis  Hibcrnia,  extitit  concordatum,  quod  brevia 
domini 
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rdomini  regis  Archicpifcopis,  Epifcopis,  Vkcco- 
xnitibus,  Senefcallis>  Majbribus,  Superioribus,  & 
PrsBpofitis,  ac  omnibus  aliis  ejufdem  terrae,  quo- 
rum intereft,  ad  eledtionem  hujufmodi  duarum 
pcrfonarum,  in  Angliam  in  forma  praedida  tranf- 
mittendarum,  faciendam^  mandari  deberent,  ut 
idem  dominus  rex  ac  peritum  confilium  fuum  in 
Anglia,  fuper  eledtione  pra&difta  &  nominibus  hu- 
jufmodi elc<Skorum,  ac  fuper  effe6hi  brevium  pras- 
didorum,  &  returnorum  eorundcm  ad  partes 
Angljae  tranfnodttendis,  plenius  poterunt  informari. 
QuAE    quidem  brevia  confcdla^  &  didis  Ar- 

,  chiepifcopis  &  aliis  praediiftis  mifTa,  &  poflea  in 
did;am  canpellariam  returnata  fuenint,  &  ibidem 
remanent  de  r^cordo,  quorum  vero  brevium  & 
returnorum  tenores  fequuntur  fub  hac  forma  :  * 
EDWARDU8  Dei  gratia  rex  Angliae  &  Fran- 
ciae,  &  dominus  Hiberniae,  vcnerabili  in  Cbrifto 
patri  Mvcadcm  gratia  Arcahiepifcopo  Ardmachono 

.  falutem  :  ^ 

Cum  alias  oAeravimus  dileftum  &  fidelem  nof- 
trum  Nichokum  .Dagworth  militem,  nun<^ium 
noftru^  verfus  terram  nofttam  Hiberniae  per  nos 
tranfmifiutQj  quod  ipfe  in  quodam  Parliame^to  in 

'  terr^  noilra  ptrndiA^,  praetextu  literarum  noilrarum, 
diledo  &  fideli  noftro  Wiliielmo  de  Wyndeforc 
gubern^ori:  &  <juftodi  diiftae  tcrr^  noftrae  tranfmif- 
farum,  convocandoj  inter  caetcra  la  quadam  inden- 

,  tura  inler  nos  &  didum  nunciuni  noftrum  confeda, 
contenta^ ,  Pr^latis,  Magnatibua»^  Gommunibus 

:  terras  noilra^  prasdiSas,  ad  dictum  Parliamentum 
^omp^ej9i(4b9s,'«xpom  faceret,  quod  cum  nos» 
(aiDtexcejQiYas  5c  intolerabiles  expenfas,  circa  guerras 
nofli:^s  in  terra  noftra  prasdida^  pro  falvatione  &: 
defepiione    ejufdem,    quales    ante   base    tempora 

,  apppfuio^us,  propter  maximam  efFufioneni  expen- 
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farisfn  quas  circa  guerras  noftns  diondc  necelTarb 
nos    apponere   Q(X)itebit»    de   extern    fufi^rtare 
imnimc  valeamus;   iidem   Pradbd^  Magnatu  &; 
Comsnuncs    et  eorum  quilibet^  juxta   facukates 
fuas  &  ftatns  foi  exigcQtiain^  partem  radonabilem 
hujoftiiodi  expcnfkrmny  pro  fuftentatione  guerrae 
noftrs  ibidem,  &  Tahatioaic  terrae  pnsdidae^  faciant 
fupportare  ;•  &  ii  iidem  Praehci,  Magnates  &  Com- 
munes partem  rationainlem  hujafinodi  exipen&rum 
fuper  it   capere  recufarcat,  tunc   di£tus   nuiicius 
nofleripfos  ex  parte  noftra  onerareiv  qood  quiiibet 
Epifcopus  doas  ptrfonas  ecclefiafticas  idoneas  po- 
neflalem  fufiicaeiUBm  pro  h  &c  clero  Aise  diocefis, 
per  literas  procorattorias  ab  ipfis  epircopo^  clero, 
ac    communes .  cujuflibei    comit|^tus  <ii€t9e  teirse^ 
duas  perfonas  laicas  potdlatem  itafiicteniem  tarn 
pro  feipfis,  quam  Magtiatibus  ejuiBeih  comitatas, 
ac  Gives  &;  fiargen^s  :cnju{libet  Ciidtatis  &  Burgi 
ejofdem  terras  duos;  Cifes  &  dtaos;  Bargenies  potef- 
tatem  fufficientem  pro  fe,  &  Civibus  &  Bcn^;enfi- 
bus  civitatum  &  burgorum  pnedtdorum  fa^ibentes, 
verAss  nos  &  confilit»n  noftrum  in  Anglia^  ad 
tradtandum,  confukndom  &concordandun  nofaif- 
cum,  tan  fuper  gvpbcrnatione  dii^as  terrse,  quam 
proauieilio  &  fuAentatione  guemB  ^ndftrae  ibidem 
tranfmitterent.      £t  llicet    idem  ^nuncios  nofter, 
prsemiiTa  omnia  &  fingula  Prselati^^  Magmrtibus  & 
Communibus  in  Patiiamelito  ndfht)  apud  Kilkenn. 
in  oifiabis  Sanifti  Michaelis  prtocimis  prasteritis, 
ex  caufis  praemtilis  fummonito  ic  tento,  'compa* 
<  tehtibus,  expofuerit,  &  ipfos  in  fprma  prsdida 
oneraverit ;  ipii  tamen/e  per  coram  infulficientiam 
excufaront,  quod  aliquam  partem  i^limptuinn'»& 
cxpenfarum,  pro  guerris  noftris  ibidem  manute- 
nendis,  adpraefcns  nequeant  fupportare :  eb  quod, 

hujuimodi 
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kujpimo^i  TperfoQ^^^rVejrruSfQos  in  ,Angl^m^  ex 
catifis  prsedi^tis^^  iiV:  fo;rm4r  Aipradidta^  tranfmittl 
voknf^y  vobis  ni^w^mttf,  quod  convoc^o  jporam 
ypbjbs  Qlero  vcftr^r  jdippefi^,.  duas  pcrfqnas  cccle- 
ilaftipgs  Eujuj&Eiodi  f^jte^acqfm  pro  vo^is  &  dido 
clcTO  \yeftro  qptinentf?,  6,t  aflcnfu  ejufdem  clcri 
eligi«,T$c  coram  nobis^  ^.;di£h)  confilio  noftro  ia 
Aogliia  t^4 1  rumpti^s  v^rp^^  &  didi  cleri  vcftri^ 
citra  qpindenam  puf i^ica^nis  beate  Manas  jprox^ 
imfutuT^  ubicunqiie«arK:.iQerimu^iaA.ngUa>  ad 
tradlanduip39  coofulendiim  :^  concordaodum,  ut 
praet^i^ift  eft,  trajiffpitti  facialis,  nobis  in  cancel- 
laria.  fioftra  ,  H^Decnias,  de  nom^ibus  di^arum 
duarum  per^naran),  i^cper  vos eligendaruqi,  citra. 
feftonv^  Sa^dasi  Kajb?Fni«j  rvirginis  fW'ox',  fpturV; 
ubiciinque  tunc;fqei:;it  tujb!  fi^^  veftrp.certifican-^ 
tes^  hoc  b^eve  nobis  vpfficf  ibidem,  ren^ittente^,  |6?, 
hoc  fub  piqenaic^ntyni  j^^aruiin,  d^  yo^^ 
clero  yeftrp,  gd  opa?  i^oftrqni  Uv^n^^m^  pui^~i 

ten.i?^^^p]itt?l;is.    :;  ,,^n:./h,      /     /, :  ■.     '   .  \k 

T8STJ&  Willielmorf^e  Wyndeforc.gube  & 

cuftode^tarfa?  noftrae  Hibjernii?,  apud  Kilk/sqn,  xxv.,. 
die  0<Spbns,  ^annp  regni  >n9ftri:  Aiigliar)quadr?i-. 
gefimp/^pno^  rego^  rV^i^  Hpftri  F«p(%:  t^icciiii^Oj 

CujjUf  quidem  brevis  ^ijjturn^  tenor  talis  eft :  :n 
,  Praetextit  iftius   l?reyis,    convocatp  cpr^ 
nobis . clero   noftrse . ^iqcefis^  de  noftrg;  ^^mniuqi , 
cpniilip  ^  aftenfu  re^pndeinpsy:  x)^o^ 
in  J^rey^  J^uic  cedulsicpnfi^o,  qupd,  npn  tenemur* 
juxta  libcrtates,  privilegia,  jura,  lege?  ,&  cpqfjie-v. 
tudifljes  ecclefi^  nee  tfrrae,  Hibcrniae,  aliquos  de' 
derp  noftro ,  «ligcce,  nee  ga^ttere  ad  par^s;  ^gl w,, ; 
ad  Parliamenta  feu  cpqia^iain  Anglia  teneiu^^  ta-, 
men,  ob  reverentiam  domini  noftri  regis  Angliae 
^  Voj:v  l.  G  g  illuftriffimi. 
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illuftriffittoi,  &  propter  iif gen tHfimam  ndccffitatcm 
didlae  terhe  jdm  ittimiricfttem  ad  praefens,  faltis 
libbils  &  terf ae  prafedWlse  Magnatibbs  &  Comiiitoni- 
bus»  jUribus^  privilegik,  libertetibus/ legibufi^  & 
idnfuehldinibils  fuis  AipradidiSt  concedknus  do- 
mino Johah'rii  Cufak  &  Willielmo  Fite-Adbm 
clcricis  per  nos  elediij,  ad  pr^cifcendutti  ad'paiftlss 
Anglifie/  ibiddm  coram'  domino  hoftro   rege  cotti- 

{Jarend.  plcharii  poteftatefn  ad  traSandum,  confu- 
cndum  fe  cbhcbrdandurti^ '  iiipir  fkl^ratione,  dcfen- 
fione,  &  bona  gnbetnatiohe  terrae  praedid^.  Ex- 
cept, tamen  qUod  iloh  cohcedimus  prasdiftii^nunciis 
£ea  cl^ftife  hoftris^  pbtdtatetti  doricederidi  aliqua 
on  era  ftti  fubfidia  fuper  nbs,  kvL  dc^um  praediftum 
ad  praBfcnsy"  IK  hoc' tarn  prdbtet  jiaupertatem  ftof- 
tram/  fc  npftrorum  dignifeLtuftftrr^  ^&  bencfidorum 
exUitaf ^fh,  qiiam  propter 'fnifaS,fumptiSs  &  ex- 
tienfas/qubs  quafi  quotidfe^  tdiii  in  inveniend. 
nomtnes-  ad^rtha  hobelarios,  &  pedites,  quam  in 
aliis  fumptibus  &  expenfis,  quos  nos  circa  defenfio- 
nem  partiufn  nbftranim^  &  di(3:as  terrse  rleicefrario 
apponete  opbrtebit,  qui^ltaineh,  licet  jtaJitSt  nof- 
tmm  ac^Cbrh.  totii^  terrafe  praedidaB  poflfe  appona- 
tur,  non  Yuffibieht  ad  declftiam  piartem  (utoptuum 
&  expenfarum,  quae  circa  guerras  &  refiftentiam 
inimicorum  domim  hoftri  tegis  &  noftrorum>  ac 
dfeffchfibriem  tefra&^^ejufdem  apponi  bportet,  &  bb 
daufas  praidifta^;  &  alias  per  prS^i<9os  deOos  fea 
nuncios  noftrbspraediQtJS,  coram  dbmino  noftrt> 
rege  in  Anglia  dcclarandafe,  aliter  ad  pt^ths  ref- 
pondere  nbft  pc^umtis.    ^ 

^  CoN^iMriLE^  breve  idirigitur  cuftodibu^  fpintto- 
litatis  archi^pifcopatus  Bubliri.  ledc  vadttttfe,  mu*- 
tstis  mtttandiS,  fub  eadfcWi  data.'  -  '  - 
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flofliro,  iktfaaino  Eciwai^  ,P,9  &^^  MM^fi-^^^ 

hafnili«:&:  devoU  WjilJ^gwi?  dc  Gay  flee  can^nicixs 
ccclefiae  San<3i  Patri^  D^bliDt  &  Johannes  Fit?- 
Elys  archidiaconus  Glydelacen.  in  eadem,  ^uftpdes 
fpiritualitatis  arcbiepifcopatus  Dublicu  fe^e.v^ante, 
falutem  in  eo  per  quem  rege?  regnant  &  principes 

dominantur.  .^ * 

Breve  veftriim  regivu:^  prsqfentibujs  ^ne?cujRp, 
nuper  nobis  direi£tum^  c\uii  pmni  honoxe  reqegi^ 
inus.  Cujufquidcm  brev^  yirtutc,  fppcjrjco|^te^^ 
in  eodem,  conyoc^Yimus  co^m  nobis  cleru^^aioc* 
Dublin,  acduas  p^tfoivift  pcclefiaj^p^sj,  ^vi^ql^ 
ineJdbaDpem  Fit^-Elys  w^e^i^um,  &  ^ominura 
Thomam  Athelar^  .vic^iu^  de  Po|^al?atpVp9]tefl:g- 

pro  nobis  &   4i<5Q   pJ^^o  PPM^^^Ji^?*  jfe'^ij^pfu 
ejufd^m  cjeri  eligimus,   ad   compereii^vxixx.  i^/m 
vobis,    &  veftrQ   confiUo  in   Angiia,  Xupi^ib 
noibis  .&  di^  ckru  c^itra  quindoiaiQ  puriilc^^o-^ 
nis   beatae  Mari^  prp?i«^  ftituram,.  i^()uj^ 
tunc  fueritis  in  A^ngliz^^^dy^^^kaiM 
dum  Sn^  concordandum^  fnper  hiis  de  quibus  ii^ 
diifto  brevi^y^ftrq  plcnior  fit  mtntip,  4ip  iv?min^bus 
vera  diiSkarum  peribnaryup.  eUdarum  j^^^ 
vcibam  inHiberpia,.  citra  ^^eoi  in  pi:«^tOf ^ previ 
vcftro  limitatum  ccrtificapius,  breyc  ycftruRi  rcr 
gium  nobis  diredum  renpiittentes^  6c.  fie  ^\^pd^tx^m 
veftrum  indi<^o  brevi  veftrp,  adiniplcy^mys  ic^^^ 
honore.     Veftram  cxcellentiam  coijftryct  :Ai(;ifli-* 
musi  per  tQmpora  longa.  ;^ 

Jn 
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ft^  cujiis  m  tcftimohkiin,  figUlufti,  quo  utimur 
in  officio,  noftro,  praefentibus  eftappcnfum. 

Dxf  ;^aWih.'  xii.  difeittfnfisNovcfrrbiris,  anno 
Domini  mincfimo  trcccn  tdfimo  feptuagefimo  quinto. 

CoNsiMTLx  breve  dirigitur  archiepifcopo  Gaf* 
fellerifi,  vcl  ejus  vicarid  jgfci^iU  ipfo  archiepifcopo 
in  repiotis  agendo,  miitatlsr  AiUtandis,  fub  eadem 
data.    ''  '  '\'  /  

Tenor  retarni  brevis*  praedidi  fequitar  in  haec 
'  verba : 

Clerus  diocefis  Caflcllenfis  coram  nobis  voca- 
tus,  dt  cjufdem  clerLunanimi  dflenfu  &  noftro, 
el^it  dominum  Johannemf  GefFard,  canonicum 
mbnafterl  dc  Oflcny,  &  rcftorem  ecclcfiae  de  Kiln 
tewenap^'^eaflcUenfisdioeefis,  <juiafacultatcs  didbe 
diocefiS  hon  fufficiuntad  duos  nuncios  tranfmittend. 
qui  Johannes  habet  poteftatem  ad  tradandum, 
confi^lehdum  &  concordihdum,  prout^  breve  rc- 
quitit ;  falvis  libertatibus  ecclefig?  &j  liberis  confu-r 
etudinibts  terrae  Hibernicanae. 

Coi^siMiLE  breve  dirigitur  archiepifcopo  Tua-* 
menfi,  ig^ui  nichil  inde  refpondit. 

CoNSTMiLE    breve  dirigitur  cpifcopo   Miden, 
mufatis  mutandis,  fub  eadem  data. 
T6n6r'  returni  brevis  prasdidti  fequitur  in  haw: 
verba : 

Stephanus  epifcqpus  Miden.  dicit  pro  fe  & 
clero  fuoi  quod,  pro  eo  qubd  ipfe  cohceflit,  pro 
fe&clerofuo,  praedidlo  domino  regi,  in.auxilium 
relevationis  expenfarum  fuariim  facieiidl  fuper 
jfuftentatidne  guerrarum  fuarum  Hiberniae,  in  par- 
jiamehto  de  quoin  iioc  brcvi  fit  mentio,^  &  per 
literasfuas  eidcm  domino  regi  &  confilio  fuo  in 
Anglia,  per  Nicholaum  de  Dagworth  militem  inde 
tranfmiifas   centum   marcas,   folvendas,  prout  in 

diaa 
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dida  conceffiofc^  cqfittinetuij,  tton  teaetur  ftliquos 
nunc^ps-eligc^e^  vel  tr^nfioitt^re .  ad  partes  Angliae, 
coram  d^miao  rege,  pifoat  iftud  breve  requirit ; 
tamcnj^ob  wverentiam  demkii  regis  praedicai,  & 
iirgentiffimaminecefSt^t^m  j*in*eminientem  in  terra 
praedidla^  i^r^idtus  epifcopus^  magiftrum  Bafchp- 
iorncumuI>.iill^„d,  re^r^m  ecqleliae  porochialis 
bdatst  M^ii^  i4e  DrOgh^da,  nuncium  fuuift,  ad 
informauidmxi  fcconfukn^UOi  praedidlum  dominum 
regcmJSc  confilium  fuum.  in  Anglia^  de  &  fnper 
ftatu  &  gvibornatione  tqrras  Hiberniae,  &  remediis 
indc  appone0dis>  falvis  Ubertatibus  &  confuetu- 
diniBus  terrae  praedid:g?,,^:e(:cl^fiarum  ejuldem, 
ordinandum,  pro  fe  Sp  cl§r!Q.:fup  praedifto^  cum 
fufficienti  proteftate  tr-anfmittit,  . 

CoiisiMiLE   breve,  dirigitur  epifcopo   r)aren\ 
mutatis  mvitandis^  fubead^ni  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedifti  fequitur  in  haec 
.  ! ;      .7  vcfba:  ' 

Praetextu.  huj lis., hj"^ vis,  convocato.. coram 
nobis  clcro  noftr®  dioCsfis^  idem  clerus  nofter  una 
nobifcum,  excepto  dprnlnorpriore  hofpitalis  Sanfti 
JohaDDis  JecQfirfioi^ iq  Hibelrniai -qui,  licetmagnam 
partem  ccclefiarum  noftrae^iocefis  in  proprios,  ufus 
optineat,  nobifcum  &  clero  noftro  fupradidto  in 
hujufmodi uegotio  conc^urrere  renuit  &  recufavit, 
&  quia  idcm.domiiau«  prior,,  audloritate  Apoftolica 
a  noftra  juriftUdionp ipenitps,  eft,  exemptus,  ipfum 
dominum  priorem.  ad  id  faciendum  compellere  non 
poterimus,  Willielmo White  decano  ecclefis^  nc^r^ 
cathedralis  Parens  fifr  Jlicardp  White,  fe^pri  de 
Donaghda,:  per  ixos  6p  i^idcom  ,  clerupn^,  rttpi^ruj?i 
communitier  eledis,  pleflamiQonceffit  pq^pftjateip, 
ad  tra<Slandum,  infornjiandum,  confulci>duqi,&  con- 
cordandum,  cum  dpiwno  rioftfo  rege,  &  cpnfilio 

fuo. 
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fuo,  ubicunque  fuerit  in  Anglia^  ad  3iem  in  ifto 
brevi  contentum  Aipcr  ftatu^  falrttione&rgufaer-^ 
nationje  terras  fu£  Hibernian  fupi>adideB$'ibd  ad 
ipfum  clerum  ultirius  ontranduin  feu  obligaiKlam» 
aiiqaibus  oneribus-feu  fut^iis  quaitn  onerati  iimt^ 
nullo  modo  vult  Ccxtictderc  potdbPtem^  06  qaod 
propter  gucrram  inimicoram  &  jd>ellifuni  idaraini 
noAri  regis,  &  fiddis  popiiU  fui,  in  di(M:bfi  CEOftra 
Daren,  (upradiifta,  de  die  en  diem  .  •  ;  -qiWB  pro 
majori  parte  eft  diflruda,  &  propter  beneficiorum 
exilitatem,  ac  etiam  paupertateq)  &  inopjam  cleri 
fupradidi^  alia  qua&vis  oiiera  quarn  ind|e$  &  com- 
muniter  portat  &  fufliqet,  quse  grandi^  fuQV& 
importabilia  ....  debeat  fuftinere,  $c  fupportare 
nequit  quoquo  modo^  proutpr^didi  ppacuratores 
noftri,  coram  domino  noftro  regc  &  ^^onfilio  fuo 
in  Anglia,  fi  necefle  fuerit,  $d  plen«m  ded^a^a^e 
poterunl;'in  cventu.  i 

CoNSiLiME  breve  dirigkur  epifcopo  Leighlynenj^ 
mutatis  mutandis,  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  breVis  prasdiifli  feqiii^r  in  hsec 

verba : 

Pr:«ti:xtu  hujus  brevis>  convocato  clcro  nbf- 
tras  dioceiis  infrafcripti,  &  perle^is  coram  ipfa 
omnibus,  &  fingulis  s^ticulis  in  hoc  brevi  contcn-. 
tis,  qui  omnes  &  fingulideclero  noftro  antedido 
unammitdr  dllegarunt,  quod  tiulla  perfona  ecole-^ 
iiaftica  verfus  domin\im  regem  &  coniilium  fuum 
Angliae,  fuper  artieiilis  prsediftis,  propter  noftro^ 
rum  '&  eorum  infuiffikrientiam,  paupertatem,  & 
inopiam,  ^uas  nos  ipft  &  communes  d^&x  diocefis, 
per  deftrufilioncs,  roberias,  arfiones,  &  deprcda- 
tiones  Hibernicorum^inimicorum  indies  in  . . .  pcr- 
petratas  ante  hsec  tempora,  devenimus,  citra  quin- 
denam  purificationi^  beatse   Mari££.  «  •  •  .  •  con^ 

tent^ 
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tent,  ftirtiptfbus  n^ftri$  tranfmitti  poflit^  prout 
hoc  breve  r^iq^iiril^  &  maxime,  e^  quod  in  dioceii 
noftra  pWfedifta,  ^xtra  fipfaMi^  Hibernicorum  inimi- 
corumdomini  regis  non  fuM  cnlt^  &  manuoperata? 
prfeter  quatuordecim  carucatte  terrsB,  qtiod  alfcgat. 
c«titiffe  in  Parliamento  ultimo  tentoapud  Kilkenn. 
per  nos  &  clerum  noftrum^  ac  communitatem 
cotnitatUs  >  Catherlagh.  coram  gubernatorc,  & 
Nicholao  DagwOrth  milite  infrafcript.  ac  confilio 
ddHMni  regisi  quarum  decimam  partem  reputamus 
minus  fuftcientem  pro  fuftentatione  noftra. 

CoNSiMtXE  breve  dirigitur  epifcopo  Oflbnen, 
mutatis  mutandis^  Tub  eadem  data. 

Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidi  fequitur  in  haec 
verba : 

Alexander  epifcopus  Oflbrien.  &  Johannes 
de  Acres  .  .  *  ele^i  ifunt  per  di<9:um  epifeopum  & 
clerum  fuae  diocefis,  de  cflendo  toram  domino  rcge 
&  ejus  confilio  in  Anglia^  ad  diem  in  brevi  c6iiten- 
tum,  ad  facicndnm  prout  breve  requirit :  falvis 
libertatibus  &  liberis  confuetudinibus  ecclefiae  terras 
Hibetnife. 

CoNSiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  epifcopo  Lifinoren. 
&  Watcrford*  mutatis  mutandis,  fub  eadem  data. 

Tenor  returni  brevis  ptia^ifti  fcquitUr  fub 
hac  forma  : 

Nomina  duarum  perfonarum  ecclefiaflicarum 
pro  Thoma  epiicc^  Lifmoren.  &  Waterford^  & 
dero  fute  diocefisi  ele^arum,  ad  comparendum  co^ 
ram  domino  rege  in  Anglia>  ad  diem  in  hoc  brevi 
catittntritn,  ubitiufn^ue  tunc  fueritin  Anglia^  po-» 
teihitem  pro  ipfis  ^ifcopo&  ^lero  jprocunytor.  ha^ 
bentium^  ad  tra^andbih  &  confuflendtim  cum  ipfb' 
dofhino  rege^  &ad  ipfum)ddfflinum  regetn  infor- 
mandum  fuper  articulis  in  hoc  brevi  contentis, 

videlicet 
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videlicet,  Thom&s  Lifmorcm.  &c  Watef'fordetti 
epifcopus,  &  magifter  PiiUippus  Rayc  clericusi 
abfque  aliqua  poteftate  per  ipfos  epifcopum  &  cle- 
ruip,  didis  perfonis  conccflki  *d  concordandum  in 
praBmiflis,  nc  libertates  ecclefiae  terrae  Hibernicanse 
infringantur,  e6  quod  hujufmodi  poteftas  concor- 
dandi,  in  maximum  prdejudicium^cclefiasfuae,  ac 
libertates  eccleiiae  &  terras  Hibecoicanse,  multam 
ccdcrc  poflct,  prout  diftae  perfonge  cpjam  ipfo 
domino  rege,  fi  neccflib  fuerit,  ad  splepum  delara-^ 
bunt.  .     ,  ) 

CoNsiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  epifcopp  Ferticn. 
mutatis  mutandis.  Tub  eadem  data. 

Tbnqr  returni  brevis  praedidi  fequitur  fub  hjc 
forma  : 

;Ci,.ERtJS  diocefis  noftrae  Fernen*  coram  nobis 
convocatuSj  de  ejua  unaninii  aflenfu  &;  noftro, 
elegit  magiftrum  Willielmum  de  Sanifto  Johanne 
decanum  ecclefiae  npftrae  Fernen.  &  Ricardum 
Whitty  clericum,  qui  plenam  potcftatem  habeant 
ad  faciendum  prout  iftud  brevi  requirit  :  falvis 
libertatibus  ecclefiae,  &  liberis  confuetqdinibus 
terras.  I|iberniaB.         v       ;  :    .    , 

CoNfiiMii^E  breve  difigitur  epifcdpq  Lytti^r. 
mutatis  piutandis^  .ftib;C!a^eto .  djatft.     :  ^^ 

Tenor  returni  brev4?:prse4if^  fequitur  fub  hac 

.  .):?,      ..."  .    ::  forma  :-      ;;:  ;:;:     ,      ;     •• 

NoMii^A  du^rum  p^F^t)?ri«»  idonearum ;  pro 
cpifcftpp  ^  clexo  dioceiSe  hyt^PXi  eleiSarum,  ad 
traA^ndutn,  r  confulendum  &;cancQrdandum,  cum 
<lomino,  inofkjro  regp, ,  &, .  ejus  cpnfiljpi  ^  cjtra  quin^ 
^denan^  purificatipnis.  ^beata^  M^ri^p  fprpx.    futuir^ 

ubiqupqup  tHqpifleritin  jLflgU^i.prp}jtiii{ud  bwyc 

t^qm\U:^iiigi{\fitJ,(^^  $5  Jph^npfs  Route 
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CoNsiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  epifcopo  Lifmorem. 
mutatis  mutandis,  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  prasdidti  fequkur  in  haec 

'     .  verba  : 

ExCELLENTissiME  dominc,   quoad   duas  per^ 
ibnas  ccclefiafticas  per  nos   mittendas,  cum  fuffi- 
cienti   mandato  verfiis   Angliam,    prbut   veftrum 
breve  praefcns  requirit,  nullo  modo  eafdem  perfonas 
mittere  valemus,    videlicet^    propter  notoriam  & 
nimiam paupertatem  noflram,  ac  cleri  noftri,  cum 
nullum  clerum  ad    praefens    habemus  refidentem, 
ratione  continuse  guerrae  &  iflextinguibilis  in  dioceii 
noftra  exiftentis,  exceptis  paucis  clericis  pauperimis 
manentibus  inter  inimicosveftros  &  noftros  ;  mit- 
temus  tamen  negotia  nbfti^a  .  .  .  .cum  fufficiente 
poteftate    verfus   Ahgliam,    prout   continetur   in 
praefenti  mandato,  per  perfonas  ecelefiafficaseledas 
proclcro  Lifmoren.    ^     -  . 

CoNsiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  epifoopo  Conk,  mu- 
tatis mutandis,  fub  eadem  data. 

Tenor  returni  brevis  prgedidti  fequitu^  in  hbc 
verba:  ^  »  .; ,  . 

Magister  Thomas -Rys-&  magifter  Johannes • 
White  clerici,  ecclefiae^  cathedralis  Cork,  canonici, 
funt  elefti  per  G.epifcopum^ Cork.  &  totuAickrwm- 
ejufdem  diocefis,  de  cflendo  coram  domino no^o re- 
ge,  &  ejus  cortfilio,  ubicunque  fuerit  in  .Anglia-ad 
diem  in  brevi  praedi^feo  contentum,  ad  traflandum, 
confulendum&*concordandum,proutbrevc  requirit. 
Con  SIMILE  breve  dirigitur  epifcopo.  Clpiu.vel 
ejus  vicario  generali  ipfo  epifcopo  in  remotis  agcnte, 
mutatis  mutandis,  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidti  fequitur  in  haecb 

verba  ^    :  \ 

Clerus  diocefis  Clonen.   de-affenfiir  communi, 
elegit  Thomam  priorem  Villae  Pontis  &  Johannem 
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Sandy  capellanum^  ad  comparendum  coram  domino 
noftro  rcgc  in  Anglia,  citra  quindenam  purificati- 
onis  beats  M ariae  prox.  futur.  ubi  tunc  fuerit^  ad 
tractandum^  confulendum  &  corcordandum^  una 
cum  aliis  procuratoribus  eledis  provincias  CaiTel- 
lenfis,  prout  idem  breve  requirit. 

CoNsiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  epifcopo  Ker.  mu- 
tatis mutandis^  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor,  returni  brevis  prsedidli  fequitur  in  haec 

verba: 

CoNvocATo  clero  noftras  diocefis,  eledi  funt 
duo  nuncii  in  Angliam^  fecundum  tenorem  brevis, 
videlicet,  Magifter  Gilbertus  ....  &  Johannes 
filius  Johannis,  canonici  cathedralis  ecclefiae  noftrae, 
qui  ibunt  ad  Angliam  domino  concedente. 
Rbx  vicecomiti  Dublin,  falutem : 

Cum  alias  oneraverimus,  dileftum  &  fidelem 
noftrum  Nicholaum  Dagworth  militem,  nuncium 
noftrum  verfus  terram  noftram  Hiberniae,  &c.  ut 
fupra,  ufque  ibi  tranfmitti  volentes,  &  tunc  fie ; 
tibi  jpraecipimus,  quod  convocatis  coram  te  magna- 
tibus  &  communibus  comitatus  tui,  duas  pcrfonas 
laicas,  hujufmodi  poteftatem,  tarn  pro  fe,  quam 
didis  magnatibus  &  communibus  optinentes,  de 
eorum  coftimuni  affenfu,  ^ligi,  &c.  ut  fupra,  ufque 
ibi  remittent'  &  tunc  fie,  &  hoc  fiib  poena  centum 
marcarum,  de  te  &  communibus  comitatus  tui,  ad 
opus  noftrum  levandarum*  nullatenus  omittatis. 
Tefte,  &c.  ut  fupra* 

CujusQUiDEM  brevis  returni  tenor  talis  eft: 

NicHOLAus  Houth  &  Ricardus  White  elefti 
fimt  per  magnates  &  communes  comitatus  Dublin, 
ad^comparendum  coram  dominp  rege,  &  confilio 
fuo  in  Angliam,  citra  quindenam  purificationis 
heat^  Mari^  unde  iftud  breve  facit  mentionem, 

ubicunque 
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ubicunquc  tunc  fuerit  in  Anglia,  plenam  potefta- 
tem,per  praedidos  magnates  &  communes  habendos, 
ad  trad:andum  &  confulendum,  cum  ipfo  domino 
rege,  &  confilio  fuo,  ibidem,  ad  ipfum  dominum 
regem  informandum,  fuper  ftatu   &  gubernatione 
terras  fuae  Hibernian,   abfque  aliqua   poteftate  per 
praedi^os  magnates  &  communes,  praedi<ftis  Nicho- 
lao   &  Ricardo  conceffa,    concordand.   praediftos  « 
magnates  &  communes,  onerare  de  aliquibus  one- 
ribus  fuper   eis  impofterum  imponendis,  propter 
diverfa  quae  per  praediftos  Nicholaum  &  Ricardum 
tunc  ididem  declarabuntur.     Et  fuper  hoc,  pro  eo 
quod  quamplures  de  fufEcientibus  hominibus  co- 
mitatus  Dublin,  per  quandam  petidonem  fuani, 
fub  eorum  figillis  figillatam,  confign.  gubernatori 
&  cuftodi,  ac  cancellario,   &  aliis  de^  confilio  do- 
mini  regis  in  Hibernia,    monftrarunt  &  certifica- 
runt,    quod  ipfi   eledioni  didorum    Nicholai  & 
Ricardi  non   confentierunt,    quorum   nomina  in 
certificatione  praedidla,  praefentibus  annexa,  plenius 
inferuntur,  de  avifamento  diftorum  gubernatoris  & 
canfilii,  adverten.  qualiter  difcenjfio  &  variatio  fuper 
eledione  praedidla  intervenerunt,  pro  omni  alterca- 
tione   in  ea  parte  amovenda,  concordatum  fuit, 
quod  literae  domini  regis  patentes,  fub  magno  figillo 
fuo  quo  utitur  in  Hibernia;  fratri  Thomas  Scurlak 
abbati  domus  fandi  Thomae  Martiris  juxta  Dublin, 
thefaurario  domini  regis  in  Hibernia,  &  Roberto 
de  Prefton  capkali  jufticiario  de  communi  bahco 
Hiberniae,  ad  intercffend.   eledioni  in   hac  parte 
faciend.  &  ad  eam  fupervidend.    &  de  nominibus 
(ic  eligendorum  ;  &  fi  de  communi  affenfu   dido-  ^ 
rum   magnatum  &  commun.   vel  majoris   partis 
corundem  eledi  fuerint,  necne  in  cancellaria  do- 
mini regis  in  Hibernia  certificand.  prout  in  literis 
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praBdi<ais,  praefentibus  annexis,  plenius  contlnetur : 
ac  breve  difti  domini  regis  vicecomiti  Dublin,  de 
convocando  didlos  magnates  &  communes^  in  prae- 
fentia  di(9:orum  thefaurarii  &  jufticiarii,  ad  ele;dio* 
nem  hujufmodi  de  eorum  communi  affenfu  faciend* 
&;  do  nominibus  fie  eligendorum,  in  cancellariam 
pradiiftam  certificand.  prout  in  ecxlcm  brevi   prse- 
fentibus  fimilitcr  annexe,  pleniua  poterit  apparere, 
mandari   deberent.     Qui  quidem  thefaurarius  & 
jufticiarius,    virtute  diftarum  literarum  in » didlam 
cancellariam  returnarunt,  quod  viginti  &  quatuor 
perfona?  elegerunt  Nicholaum  Houth   &  Williel- 
mum  Fitz- William,  &  viginti  perfonse  elegerunt 
praididum  Nicholaum,  &  Ricardum  White,  prout 
in  returno  inde  praefentibus.^^nnexo,  fatis  conftat; 
ac  didus  vicecomes  returnavit,  quod  magnates  & 
communes  meliores  dicfti  comitatus  elegerunt  prae- 
didtos  Nicholaum  &  Ricardum  &  aliois  non  tenen- 
:  tur  eligere,    prout  in   returno  fuper   di<fto  brevi 
confedo,  &  pr aefentibus  annexo,  plane  liquet.    Et 
quia  vifis  returnis  prasdiftis,  prafatis   gubernatori 
&  confilio  conftabat,  praediftos  Nicholaum,  &  Wil- 
lielmum  per  maj ores  &  fufficientes  didli  comitatus 
eledos  exiftere,    iidem  gubernator   &    confilium 
eledionem  didorum  Nicholai  &  Willielmi  duxe- 
runt  acceptandam :  et  fuper  hoc,  de  avifamento 
didof  um  gubernatoris  &  porifilii,  aliae  literae  paten- 
tee  iplius   domini  regis,    pr«fatis   thefaurario  & 
jufticiario   miffae   fuerunt, '  cpntin«ntes   quod  ipfi, 
omnes  perfonas  praedidas,  una  cum  aliis  magnatibus 
&  communibus  didi  comitatus,  coram  eis  ac  vice- 
comite  vel  coronatore   comitatus  praedidi  venire 
facerent,  ipfofque  ad  concedend.  poteftatem  fuffid- 
entem,  praedidis  Nicholao  &  Williclmoi   tarn  ad 
concordand.   quam  tradand.  &  confuknd.   com- 

pcUerent: 
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<;om,peHerent :  et  de  eo  quod  inde  facerent,,  in 
<;anc0U^(ian[i  prsedidtam  certificarent,  prout  m  eif- 
<Jem  Uteris  preefentibus  anncxis  plenius  poterit 
apparefc ;  .  qoarum  quijiem  literarum  returnura 
patct  in  qwadam  cedula  eifdem,  literis  confute.  Et 
pro  QQy  quod  didi  magnates  &  communes,  in  dif-. 
qenfiojue&^^Jtercatione,  ut  praedicitur,  perfeverant, 
nc  riqgptia  r^gia  in  hac  parte  expediend.  propter 
hujufmo^i/iRgularum  difcenfionem  five  altercati- 
qni^rn,,  diutius  retardentyir,  tam  literae  &  brevia 
pr$^i(3;a,jquam  returna  eorumdem.  modis  qyibus 
fiunt,  de '  avifamento  diftorum  gubernatoris  & 
confilii,  coram  domino  rege  in  Angliam  tranfmit- 
tantur. 

CoNSiMii^E  breve  dirigitur  vicecomiti  Loueth. 

fub  eadam  data.  , 

Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidi  fequitur  in  ,haec 

verba  : 

Prjetextu  hujufmodi  brevis,  convocatis  mag- 

natibus  &  communibus  comitatus  Loueth.  iidem 

magnates  &  communes  de  eorum  communi  aflenfu, 

una  voce  dixerunt,  quod  ipfi,  juxta  jura,  privilegia, 

libertates,  legcs^  &  confuetudines  terrae  Hiberniae, 

a  tempore  conqueftus  ejufdem  &  ante  ufitat.  non 

tejientur   eligere,    nee   mittere   aliquos  ,dq  terra 

prjaediftaj  ad  Parliamenta,  nee  confilisi  in  Anglia 

tenend. :  ad  ^tradtand.    confulend.  &   concordand. 

prout' hoc  breve  requirifj  tamen  ob  reverentiam 

domini  noftri  regis  Anglic,  &  propter  urgentifli- 

Djam  neceffitatem   diftae  terras,  &  popuU  .fidelis 

ejufdeip>  ad  praefens,  falvis  praefatis  communibus 

juribp^s,  privUcgiis^  libertatibus,  legibus,  &  qon- 

•fueti^dinibus  prsedidtis,  concedunt  Rogefo  Gernon 

&  RijQjardd  Verdon,  per  ipfos  eledis,  ad   transfre- 

tandum  a4  partes  Anglm,  ibidem  coram  domino 

noftro 
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noftro  rege  comparand,  plenatn  proteftatcm  ad 
traftand.  confulend.  &concordand./up6rfalvationc, 
defcnfione  &  bona  gubernatione  terras  praedidae. 
Except,  tamen,  quod  non  concedUnt  praefatis 
Rogero  &  Richardo,  poteftatcm  concedendi  aliqua 
oncl-a  feu  fubfidia  fuper  ipfos  ad  praefens  imponenda, 
propter  paupertatem  diiStse  comniunitatis,  Sc  propter 
magnas  expenfas  fuas  quas  cotidie  tarn  in  inveniendo 
homines  ad  arma,  hobekrios,  &  pedites,  in  defen- 
fiohe  marchiarum  didli  conxtatus,  erga  fortiores 
Hibernicos,  HiberniaB  inimicos,  &  rebelles  domini 
noftri  regis  Anglise,  &  propter  illas  caufas  &  alias, 
qoas  praedifti  Rogerus  &  Ricardus  coram  domino 
noftro  rege  &  fuo  confilio  in  Anglia,  declarabunt, 
aliter  ad  prgefens  refpondere  non  poffunt. 

CoNsiMiLE   breve  dirigilur  vicecomiti  Kildar. 
fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidi  fequitur  in  haec 

verba  : 

PRiETEXTU  hujus  brevis,  convocatis  magnatibus 
&  commuriibus  comitatus  Kildar.  iidem  magnates 
&*  communes,  &c.  ut  fupra,  ufque  ibi ;  prout 
hoc  breve  requirit,  &  tunc  fic;ob  reverentiam 
tamen  domini  noftri  regis,  &  voluntatis  fuae,  ac 
mandatorum  fuorum  complementum,  ac  propter 
urgentem  neceflitatem,  pro  ruina  &  inopia  diftas 
terras,'  et  populi  fidelis  ejufdem,  domino  regi 
declarand.  hac  vice,  concedunt  poteftatcm  Johanni 
Rocheford  &  Petro  Rowe,  per  ipfos  magnates  & 
communes  eledis,  ad  tra<aandum,  confulendum 
&  concordandum,  cum  ipfo  domino  rege',  fuper 
ftatu  &  gubernatione  ejufdem  terras,  abfque  aliqua 
poteftate  eifdem  elecftis  conceiTa,  ad  ipfoti  magnates 
&  communes,  erga  dominuiti  regem  in  aiiquo 
onerand.   Ita  tamen  quod  didta  conceflio  five  miffio 

didis 
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diftis  magnatibus  &  communibus,  in  futuro,  non 
ccdat  in  prejudicium  jurium,  prjvilegiorum  liber- 
tatum  legum  &  confuetudinum  praedicftorum, 
quibus  ipfi  magnates  &  communes  a  tempore  con- 
queftus  Hiberniae  inconcufle  &  inviolabiliter  ufi 
funt  &  gavifi. 

Con  SIMILE  breve  dirigitur  vicecomiti   Cather- 
lagh.  fub  cadem  data. 
Tenor  rcturni  brdvis  praedidi  fequitur  in  haec 

verba: 

Pr^textu  hujus  brevis,  convpcatis  coram  me 
apud  Cathirlagh.  communibus  comitatus  Cath.  & 
perle<5tis,  coram  ipfis,  omnibus  &  iingulis  articulis 
in  hoc  brevi  contentis,  qui  omnes  &  finguli  coram 
me  unanimiter  allegarunt,  quod  nuUam  perfonam 
laicam^  coram  domino  rege  &  coniilio  fuo  in 
Anglia,  ad  tradtandum  ibidem  fuper  articulis 
"praediftis,  propter  eorum  infufBcientiam  &  inopiim, 
ac  frequentes  deftruftiones,  roberias,  &  depredati- 
ones,  quae  ante  haec  tempora  diverfimode  fuftinuer- 
unt  &  iiidies  fuftinent,  per  Hibernicos  inimicos  & 
rebelles  domini  noftri  regis  comitatus  praedidti, 
didlum  comitatam  undique  invadentes  &  deftrucn- 
tes,  citra  quindenam  purificationis  beatae  Marias  in 
hoc  brevi  content,  ad  fumptus  ipfius  comitatus 
tranfmittere  poflunt;  ac  etiam,  praediifta  communitas 
coram  me  eorum  facramenta  preftiterunt,  quod  non 
funt  cultae  &  manuoperatae  in  comitatu  praedido, 
in  manibus  ligeorum  domini  regis,  praeter  quatuor- 
decim  carucatae  terrae,  onjnibus  computatis,  & 
quas  quidem  infufficientiam  &  inopiam,  Galfridus 
de  Valle  &  Phillipus  de  Valle  militcs,  cledti  pro 
communitate  comitatus  praedifti  ad  comparendum 
in  Parliamento  tento  apud  Kilkenn.  coram  guber- 
natore^domini  regis  Hibernias,  ac  caeteris  de  coniilio 

ibidem 
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ibidem  in  odab.  fandi  Michaelis  prox'  praeterit', 
coram gubernatorc,  &  Nicholao  Dag- 
worth  milite  infrafcripto,  &  difto  confilio  Sllegand. 
proteftan.  quod  ....  pcrfbnam  coram  domino 
rege  .  .  didto  confilio  fuo  in  Anglia,  ad  fumptus 
diftae  communitatis,  &  caufis  praemiflis,  tranfmit- 
tcrc  potucrunt, 

CoNsiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  vicecomiti  Water- 
ford,  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidti  fequitur  in  haec 

verba : 
RiCARDUS  Botiller  &  David  Cogan  funt  eledi 
de  cbmmuni  affenfu  comitatus  Waterford.  de 
eflejddo  coram  domino  rege,  &  ejus  confilio  in 
Anglia  ad  diem  in  brevi  contentam,  ad  faciendum, 
prout   breve  requirit :  falvis  libertatibus,  juribus 

&  legibus,  &  .  .   .  .   .  confuetudinibus 

terrae  Hibemiae. 

Con  SIMILE   breve  dirigitur  vicecomiti   Weyf. 
fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis   praedidti  fequitur  in  haec 
1  verba : 

Nomina  duarum  perfoharum  per  magnates  & 
communes  comitatus  Weyf  prastextu  iftius  brevis 
elcftarum,  ad  faciendum,  prout  iftud  breve  requirit, 
videlicet,  RicardusWhittey  &  Willielmus4e  Sando 
Johanne,  Clcricus'. '       ' 

CoNsiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  vicecomiti  Lymer. 
fub  eadem  data. 
TENbR  returni  brevis  praedidi  fequitur  in  haec 

verba  : 
■  Henricus  Bercley  &  Thomas  Kildare  funt 
ekifli,  per  magnate^  &  communes  comitatus  Lymer. 
ad  tranfretandum,  verfus  dominum  regem  in 
Angliam,  &  confilium  fuum  ibidem,  ad  tra(ftandum, 
*   '  confulendum 

\  Digitized  by  VjOOvIC 


APPENDIX.  449 

confulendum  &  concordandum,  fuper  quibufdam 
negotiis  ftatum  &  gubernationem  terras  didi  domi- 
ni  regis  Hibernias  concernentibus,  prout  breve  re- 
quirit. 

CoNsiMiLE    breve  dirigitur  vicccomiti   Cork, 
fub  eadem  data* 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedicSi  f^quitur  In  hasc 
verba : 
RiCARDus  de  Wynchedon  &  Philippvis   fillus 
Robert!  White  elefli  funt,  per  magnates  &  com- 
munes comitatus  Cork,  ad  faciendum  .&:  concor-.' 
dandum  pro  eis  in  Angliai  fumptibus  eorum,  proiit 
breve  requirit. 

Rex   fenefcallo  libertatis,  Mid.    &  vicecomiti 
Croc,  ibidem  falutem. 

Cum  alias  oneraverimus,  &c.  ut  fupra,  ufquc 
ibi  tranfmitti  volentes,  &  tunc  lie,  voois  manda- 
mus, quod  convocatis  coram  vobis  *magnatibus,  & 
communibus  comitatis  Mid.  duas  perfonas  laicas, 
&c.  ut  fupra.  Tefte,  ut  fupra. 
Tenor    returni  brevis .praedidi  fequitur  in  haec 

verba  : 
Nomina  duarum  perfonarum  laicarum  per  com- 
munitatem  libertatis  Mid.  cledarum,  WiilielmuS 
de  London'  miles  &  Ricardus  Plunket,  ad  com- 
parendum  poram  domino  rege,  &  confilio  fuo  in 
Anglia,  ad  diem  in  ifto  brevi  contentum,  ubicun- 
que  fuerit  in  Anglia,  plenam  poteftatem  habentes, 
ad  tra^tandum  &  confulendum,  cum  ipfo  domino 
rege  ibidem,  ad  ipfum  dominum  rcgem  informan- 
dum,  fuper  ftatu  &  gubernatione  terrae  fuse  Hiber- 
niae,  abfque  aliqua  poteftate  per  praediftam  com- 
hiunitatem  libertatis  prx^idix,  praedidtis  duabus 
perfonis  concefla,  de  aliquibus  oneribus  fuper  eis 
impofterum  imponcndis,  propter  diverfa  quae  per 
praediftos  perfonas  ibidem  declarabitur. 

I  i  CONSIMILE 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


450  APPENDIX. 

CoNsiMiLE   breve  dlrigitur  fenefcallo  libertatis 
Kilkenn.  &  vicecomiti  Croc,  ibidem  fub   eadem 
data. 
Tenor  return!  brevis  prfledidti  fequitur  inhaec  . 
verba  : 

Alexander  epifcopus  Oflbr.  &  Galfridus 
Forftall  ele<ai  funt,  per  fenefcallum  libertatis 
Kilkenn.  vicecomitem  Croc,  ibidem,  ac  magnates, 
&  communes  ejufdem  comitatus,  de  eflendo  pro 
eifdem,  coram  domino  rege  &  ejus  confilio,  ubi- 
cunque  tunc  fuerit  in  Anglia,  ad  diem  in  brevi 
contentum,  ad  tradtandum  &  confulendum,  dc 
negotiis,  terram  Hiberniae,  &  didum  comitatum 
tangentibus  :  falvis  libertatibus  ac  liberis  confue- 
tudinibus  terr^e  Hiberniae,  ac  comitatus  praedidi, 
ita  femper  quod  didi  Alexander  &  Galfridus,  nee 
eorum  aliquis,  nuUatenus  poteftatem  habeant  con- 
cordaadi,  ad  aliqua  onera  fuper  dicftos  fenefcallum, 
vicecomitem,  magnates,  feu  communes  imponenda, 
feu  quovis  modo  recipienda. 

Et  poftmodum,  pro  eo,  quod  difti  magnates 
&  communes,  non  dederunt  praedidis  eledis^i 
poteftatem  concordandi,  prout  breve  domini  regis 
requirebati  &  etiam  pro  eo,  quod  du«  laicse  per- 
fonae,  &  non  aliqua  ecclefiaftica  perfona,  ad  tranf- 
fretandum,  pro  didis  magnatibus  &  communibus 
verfus  partes  Anglise,  juxta  mandatum  &  volunta- 
tem  domini  regis,  extra  Angliam  eligi  debercnt, 
de  avifamento  gubernatoris  &  cuftodis  terrae  regis 
Hiberniae,  &  confilii  ibidem,  per  breve  domini 
regis,  ficut  alias,  praeceptum  fuit  praefatis  fenef- 
callo &  vicecomiti,  quod  didis  magnatibus  8e 
communibus,  ex  parte  domini  regis  injungcrent, 
quod  ipfi  de  ^  eorum  communi  aiTenfu  eligerent 
unam  laicam  perfdnam,  loco  didi  epifcopi,  haben- 

tem 
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tern  fufficientem    poteftatem,    una  cum   praefato 
Galfrido,  tany  ad  cqncordandum  quam  traftandum 
&  confulendum,  ut  prasdidium  eft. 
Returni  cujus  quidem  brevis  tenor   talis  eft  : 

Wai^terus  filius  WilliclmiCoterell  de  Kenlys, 
elei^tus  eft  loco  Alexandri  epifcopi  Oflbr.  una  cum 
Galfrido  Forftall,  per  fenefcallum  libertatis  Kil- 
kcnn.  &  vicecomitem  Croc,  ibidem  ac  magnates, 
&  commutes  ejufdem  comitatus,  de  eflendo  pro 
eifdem  coram  domino  rege,  &  ejus  confilfe,  ad 
diem  in  brevi  contenturo,  ubicunque  tunc  fuerit 
in  Anglia,  ad  tra<3:andum  conftilendum  &  concor- 
dandum,  de  negotiis,  terram  Hiberniae,  &  dicflum 
comitatum  tangentibus  :  falvis  libertatibus  &  li- 
beris  confuetudinibus  terras  &  communitatis  prae- 
didorum ;  &  except,  quod  didi  Walterus  &  Gal- 
fridus,  nee  eorum  aliquis,  nullatenus  poteftatem  ha- 
beant  concordandi  ad  aliqua  onera,  fuper  didos 
magnates  &  communes  imponenda,  feu  quovis 
modo  recipienda.' 

CoNsiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  fenefcallo  libertatis 
Tyar.  &  vicecomiti  Croc,  ibidem  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidti  fequitur  in  haec 

verba  : 

WiLLiELMUS  Nevvebery  &  Willielmus  Yong, 
funt  eledi  de  communi  aflenfu,  tam  libertatis, 
quam  Croc,  de  eflendo  Goram  domino  rege,  &  ejus 
coniilio  in  Anglia,  ad  diem  in  brevi  contentum,  ad 
faciendum,  prout  breve  requirit :  falvis  libertati- 
bus, juribiis,  &  legibus,  &  liberis  confuetudinibus 
terrae  Hiberniae. 

CoNSiM|LE  breve  dirigitur  fenefcallo  libertatis 
Ker.  .&  vicecomiti  Croc,  ibidem  fub  eadam  data. 
TENORreturni  brevis  praedidti  fequitur  in  haec  verba: 

GiLBERTus  filius  Walter.  &  Thomas  Fitz- 
Daniell  del  Rath,  laici.  elefti  funt  per  magnates 
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&  communes  comitatus  Ker.  tam  pro  libcrtatc, 
quam  pro  Croc,  dc  eflendo  coram  cdnfiHo  domini 
regis  in  quinden.  purificationis  beatae  Mariae  prox* 
futur\  in  Anglia,  ad  traftandumt  confulendum  & 
concordandum>  prout  breve  requirit. 

Rex  majori  &  ballivis  civitatis  fuae  Dublin,  fa- 
lutem  : 

Cum  alias  oneraverimus,  &c.  ut  fupra,  ufquc 
ibi  tranfmitti  volentes,  &  tunc  fic  -,  vobis  manda- 
mus, qupd  convocatis  coram  vobis  civibus  & 
communibus  ejudem  civitatis,  duos  cives  hujuf- 
modi  poteftatem,  &c,  ut  fupra,  fub  cadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidti  fequitur  in  hsec 

verba  : 
Pr-^textu  hujus  brevis,  convocatis  civibus  & 
communibus  civitatis  domini  regis  ^Dublin,  iidem 
cives   &  communes,  de  eorum  unanimi   affcnfu, 
una  voce  dixerunt,  quod  ipfi  juxta  jura,  privilegia, 
libertates,  leges,  &  confuetudines  terrae  Hiberniae^ 
,  a  tempore  conqueftus  cjufdem  ufitata,  non  tenen- 
tur  mittere  aliquos  dc  terra  prxdidiZy  ad  Parlia- 
menta  nee  confilia  in  Anglia  tenta,  nee  ad  tradtan- 
dum,  confulendum  &  concordandum,  cum  domino 
rege  in  Anglia,  prout  hoc  breve  requirit ;  ob  reve- 
rentiam  tamen  domini  regis^  &  voluntatis  fuae,  ac 
mandatorum  fuorum  complement.  &  propter  ur- 
gentem  neceffitatem   pro*  ruin  a  &   inopia  di&x 
terrae,  &  populi  fidelis  ejufdem,.  domino  regi  de- 
clarandum  hac  vice  concedunt,  Johanni  Bliackboyn 
ficjohanni  White  civibus  civitatis  praedidae,  eledis 
pro  civitate  praedida^   poteftatem  ad  tradtandum, 
confulendum  &  corcordandum,  cum  domino  rege, 
&  confilio  fuo  in  Anglia,  fuper  ftatu  &  gubcrna- 
tione  ejufdem  terrae   Hiberniae ;  poteftatem   prae- 
didoram  Johannis  &  Joharlnis  eledlorum  ad  ipfos 

cives 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC  I 


APPENDIX.  453 

cives  &  communes,  de  aKquibus  oneribus  erga 
dominum  regem  onerandis,  concedendis  in  omni- 
bus  refervat.     Ita  tamen  quod  difta  conceffio  five 
rhiffio,  in  futuro,  didis  civibus  &  communibus 
non  cedat  in  praejudicium  jurium,  privilegiorum^ 
libertatum,  legum  &  confuctudkium  praedidlorumf 
quibus  magnates  &  communes   Hiberniae,  ac  ipli 
cives  &  communes  civitatis  prj2Bdi<aa3,  a  tempore 
conqueftus  Hiberniae  inconcuffe  ufi  funt  &  gavili. 
CoNSiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  majofi,  fcnefeallo, 
&  ballivis  villse  fuas  de  Drogheda,  ex  utraque  parte 
aquae,  &c*  mutatis  mutandis,  fub  eadam  data. 
Tenor  returni  praedidti  fequitur  in  haec  verba : 
Prjetext.u  hujusbrevis,  convocatis  burgeniijpus 
&  communibus    villae  de   Drogheda   ex   utraque 
parte  aquae,  iidem,  &c.  ut  fuprai  ufque   ibi   hac 
vice  concedunt,  &  tunc  fie  poteftatem  Willielmo 
White  &  Nicbolao  Starkey  eleftus  pro  villa  praedic- 
ta,  ad  traftandum,  &c.  ut  fupra,  mutatis  mutandis* 
CoNSiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  majori  &  .ballivis. 
civitatis   fuae   Waterford.    mutatis  mutandis,  fub 
eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidi  fequitur   in  ha^c 
verba  : 
PR-ffiTEXTU  iftius  brevis,  convocatis  civibus   & 
communibus  civitatis  domini  regis  Waterford.  de 
communi  aflenfu  &  confilio,  refpondemus  quoad 
contenta  in  hoc  brevi,  quod   non   tenemur  juxta 
libertates,  privilegia.  Jura,  leges  &  confuetudines 
civitatis  pracdiCt^e,  nee  terrae  Hiberniae,  aliquos  de 
civitate  praedi(fta   eligere,  nee   inittere   ad   partes 
Anglian,    a4   Parliamenta  feu   confilio  in   Anglia 
tenenda ;  tamen  pb  revcrentiam  domini  noftri  regis 
AngHae  illuftriffimi,  &c  propter  urgentiffimam  ne- 
ceffitatcm  did:«   terras  jam  immincntem,  ad  pras- 

fens; 

*  *  Digitized  by  LjOQQIC 


454  APPENDIX. 

fens ;  falvis  nobis,  &  terrae  praedidae  magnatibus 
&  communibus  juribus,  privilcgiis,  libertatibus, 
legibus  &  confuetudinibus  fuis  praedidtis,  conce- 
dimus  Williclmo  Chaundhull  &  Galfrido  Forftals, 
per  nos  eleftis,  ad  proficifcendum  ad  partes  Angliae 
ibidem  coram  domino  noftro  rcge  comparend. 
plenam  poteftatem,  ad  traiSandum,  confulen- 
dum  &  concordandum  fuper  falvatione  &  defen- 
fione  &  bona  gubernatione  diftae  civitatis  ac  terras 
praediftae;  except,  tamen  quod  non  concedimus 
praedidlis  nunciis  feu  elcctis  ejufdem  civitatis,  potef- 
tatem concedendi  aliqua  onera  feu  fubfidia  fuper 
eos  feu  cives  &  coipmunes  civitatis  praedictae  ad 
pr^fens,  &  hoc  tarn  propter  pauper tatem  noftram, 
quam  propter  mifas,  &  expenfas,  ac  fumptus,  quos 
quail  cotidic  intallagiatos  levand.  de  praedictis  com- 
munibus dictae  civitatis  quam  in  aliis  fumptibus  & 
expenlis,  quos  circa  defenlionem  civitatis  praedictae 
neceffario  apponere  oportebit  :  quae  tamen,  licet 
juxta  civium  ac  communitatis  totius  civitatis  prae- 
dicta  pofTe  apponantur,  nbn  fufficiunt  ad  decimam 
partem  fumptus  &  expenfarum,  quae,  circa  guerras 
ae  r^fiflentiam  inimicorum  &  rebellium  domini 
noftri  regis,  civium  ac  communitatis,  &  defenfionem 
ejufdem  civitatis,  apponi  oportet,  &  ob  caufas 
praedictas,  &  alias  quamplurimas  per  praedictos 
electos  feu  nuncios  civitatis  praedictae,  corani  do- 
mino noftro  rege  in  Anglia  declarandas  aliter  ad 
praefens  refponderc  non  poflimus.  ' 

CoNSiMiLE    breve   dirigitur  majori  &  ballivis 
civitatis  Lymer.  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor   returni  brevis  praedicti    fequitur   haec 
in' verbac        ,  .    n 

Nomina  duorum  civium  ekcAorum,  habentium 
fufficientem  poteftatem,  tam    pro.  fe,,  quam  pro 

civibus 
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civibus  &  communibus  civitatis  Lymen  ad  trac- 
tandum,  confulendum  &  concordandum,  cum 
domino  noftro  rege,  citra  feftum  purificationis 
beatae  Mariae  prox'  futur',  ubicumquc  tunc  fueiit 
in  Anglia,  prout  iftud  breve  requirit,  videlicet 
Henricus  Bercley  &  Thomas  Kildare. 

CoNSiMiLE  breve   dirigitur  majori   &  ballivis 
civitatis  (ux  Cork,  fub  eadcm  data. 
Tenor   returni  brevis  praedidti  fequitur  in  haec 

verba : 

WiLLiELMUs  Dalton  &  Johannes  Droupe  funt 
eledi,  de  eflendo  coram  domino  rege,  &  confilio 
fuo  in  Anglia,  ad  tracftandum,  confulendum  &  con- 
cordandunj,  prout  breve  reqiiirit. 

CoNSiMlLE  breve  dirigitur  fuperiori  &  praepofito 
villaede  Kilkenn.  6a:.  mutatis*  mutandis,  ut  fupra, 
fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  pracdifti  fequitur  in  hsec 
verba  : 

Robertus  Flode  &  Johannes  Ledred  eledi 
funt,  per  fuperiorem  praepofitum,  &  burgenfes 
villae  Kilkenn.  ad  transfretandum  verfus  dominum 
regem  in  Anglia  &  eflcnd.  coram  didto  domino 
rege  &  confilio  fuo  ibidem,  ad  diem  in  hoc  brevi 
contentum,  ad  faciendum,  prout  breve  requirit : 
falvis  libertatibus  &  liberis  confuetudinibus  terrae 
Hiberniae,  &  villae  praedidtae. 

Con  SI  MILE  breve  dirigitur  fuperiori  &  ballivis 
villae  de  Roffe  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevis  praedidi  fequitur  in  haec 

verba  : 

ExECUTio  iftius  brevis  fadta  eft  in  hac  -forma 
qua  fequitur,  videlicet  : 

WiLLiELMUs  Rykyll  &  Willielmus  Seymor 
funt  duo  eledi,  ad  refpondendum  pro  villa  de 
Rofle,  prout  breve  requirit. 
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CoNSiMiLE  breve  dirigitur  fuperiori  &  ballivis 
villae  de  Wcys  fub  eadem  data. 
Tenor  returni  brevispraBdictifequIturinhaec verba: 
Jacobus  Freynfli  &  Laurcntiys  Bron  burgenfes 
villsB  Wcys  elccti  funt,  per  fuperiorem,  ballivos& 
comraunitatem  villae  Weys  :  qui  quidem  Jacobus 
&  Laurentius  ppteftatem  habent,  ad  tractandum, 
confulcndum,  &  ordinandum,  tam  pro  feipfis, 
quam  communibus  villae  prasdictae,  &  ad  effendum 
coram  domino  rege  &  confilio  fuo  in  Anglia,  ubi- 
cunqe  fuerit,  citra  quindenam  purifieationis  beatae 
Mariae,  prout  breve  requirit. 

Con  SIMILE  breve  dirigitur  fuperiori  &  ballivis 
villae  de  Yoghill  fubcadem  data. 
Tenor  returni brevis  praedictifequitur  in  baec verba: 
ViRTUTE  hujus  mandati,  eligi  fecimus  Bernar- 
dum  Baret  &   Ricardum  Criftofre,  plenam  potef- 
tatem  noftram  habentcs,  pro  nobis  &  communitate 
villae  de  Yoghill,  ad  tractandum,  confulendum,  & 
concordandum,  coram  excellentiffimo  domino  nof- 
tro  rege,  &  difcretiflimo  confilio  fuo  Angliae,  fecun- 
dum  formam  &  tenorem hujus infranfcripti mandati. 
Et  QUIA  praefato  gubcrnatori  & cuftodi,  ac  con- 
filio Hiberniae  praedifto  videbatur   majus  autenti- 
cum   efle,  ad    negoti^  praedifta  verfus   dominum 
regem,  &  dictum  confilium  fuum  in  Anglia,  fub 
mago  figillo  dicti  domini  regis  in  Hibernia,    quam 
aliquo  alio  modo  tratifmittcnd.   de   avifamento  & 
ordinatione  dictorum  gubernatoris  &  cuftodis,  ac 
confilii  regis  'in  Hibernia,  magnum  figillum  domini 
regis  in  Hibernia  praedicta,  praefentibus  in  praemif- 
forunf  tefi:imonium  eft  appofitum. 

Dat.  apud  CafTel.  xx.  die  Martii,anno  regni  regis 
EdwardiTertii,  port  conqueftum  regni  fui  Angliae 
quinquagefimo,  &  Franciae  tricefirao  feptimo. 

END     OF    vol..     L 
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